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Hest ORY has been ftiled, ‘“* The evidence 
of time—The light of truth—The {chool 
of virtue—The depofitory of events.” It is cal- 
culated for the purpofes of fhowing the princi- 
ples on which ftates and empires have rifen to 
power, and the errors by which they have fallen 
into decay, or been totally diffolved: and of 
pointing out the fatal effects of inteftine divifions 
and civil wars, whether arifing from the ambi- 
tion, weaknefs, or inattention of princes; or from 
the mercenary difpofition, pride, and falfe policy 
of minifters and ftatefmen; or from muiftaken 
ideas, and the abufe, of government and liberty. 
It fhould oblige all, who have performed any 
diftinguifhed part on the theatre of the world, 
to appear before us in their proper character ; 
and to render an account of their actions at the 
tribunal of pofterity, as models which ought to 
be followed, or as examples to be cenfured and 
avoided. | 
The inftruCtions that events afford, are the foul 
of hiftory; which doubtlefs ought to be a true 
relation of real faéts during the period it 
refpects. An effential requifite in an hifto- 
rian is the knowledge of the truth; and as in 
A 2 order 
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order to perfection he ought to be fuperior ta 
every temptation to difguife it, fome have faid, that 
‘“he fhould have neither country, nor particu- 
lar religion.” The compiler of the prefent hif- 
tory can affure the public, that he has paid a 
facred regard to truth, confcious of his being 
an{werable to a more awful tribunal than that of 
the public; and has labored to diveft himéelf 
of all undue attachment to every perfon, coun- 
try, religious name or profeflion; whenever the 
reader 1s inclined to pronounce him partial, let 
him recollect, that he alfo is fubject to the like 
human frailty. A regard to truth has often re- 
{trained him from the ufe of ftrong and florid ex- 
preffions, that he might not impofe upon the 
reader a pleafing delufion, and lead him into falfe 
conceptions of the events undertaken to be re- 
lated. 

The following work is not confined to the con- 
teft between Great Britain. and the United States 
of America, but includes all the other parts of 
the war which originated from that conteft. 

In the beginning of the firft letter, the reader 
is acquainted with the reafons that produced an 
hiftorical account of the firft fettlers in the Thir- 
teen Colonies, and of their fucceffors, dawn to 
the clofe of 1771. The infertion of what fol- 
lowed to the commencement of hoftilities, was. 
neceilary for the connecting of the two periods. 
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The form of letters, inftead of chapters, is not 
altogether imaginary, as the author, from his. 
arrival in America in 1770, maintained a corref- 
pondence with gentlemen in London, Rotterdam 
and Paris, anfwering in general to the prefixed 
dates. | 

He apprehended, that by keeping to fuch form, 
and making the narrative agree with the moment 
to which it related, and by introducing the vari- 
ous infertions neceflary for the authenticating of 
faéts, a prefent ideal exiftence of pait events 
might be produced in the mind, fimilar to what 
is felt when a well-executed hiftorical painting is 
examined. The better to fecure this point, feve- 
ral parts are written in the prefent tenfe. If the 
author has failed in the execution, it is hoped 
that the candid reader will admit of the good 
intention as an apology. 

He has kept, as far as he could, to a chronolo- 
gical order. This has neceffarily interrupted the 
narrative of particular parts ; which, though a 
difappointment to fome, may prevent the tediouf- 
nefs that might otherwife have been felt by per- 
fons of a different tafte. It may at leaft ferve to 
prevent or correct the too frequent miftakes 
of a(cribing prior events, partly or wholly to 
fubfequent facts. The author regrets his 
not having placed the year at the top of the 
page, together with the month and day at 
‘a the 
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the fide, earlier than now appears; and alfo his 
not having given every European letter the im- 
mediate refemblance of being written to him by 
a correfpondent. He flatters himfelf, that he has 
in fome meafure compenfated for thefe and other 
defeéts, by the general contents of every letter in 
each volume prefixed to the fame ; by a copious 
index to the whole at the end of the laft; and by 
a colleétion of maps and plans, about which nel- 
ther care, nor expence, has been {pared to ren- 
der them valuable. 

Struck with the importance of the fcenes that 
were opening upon the world, in the beginning 
of 1776, he formed an early defign of compiling 
their hiftory, which he made known to the late 
commander in chief of the American army ; and 
meeting with the defired encouragement from 
him, he applied himielf to the procuring of the 
bef materials, whether oral, written, or printed. 
Oral communications were minuted down while 
frefh in the memory ; the written were directed 
immediately to himfelf in many inftances, in others 
only imparted: the productions of the European 


prefs could not be received with any regularity or 


certainty during the war, but were improved as 
they could be obtained. 

The United States, in congrefs affembled, fa- 
vored him with an infpedtion of fuch of ther re- 
cords as could with propriety be fubmitted to the 
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perufal of a private perfon ; and he was indulged 
by the late generals Wafhington, Gates, Greene, 
Lincoln, and Otho Williams, with a liberal exa- 
mination of their papers, both oh a public and 
more private nature. 

He had the opportunity < of acquainting him- 
felf with the records of the firft fettlers in New 
England ; and examined thofe of the Maflachu- 
fett’s-bay, from their formation as a company to 
the clofe of the war, contained in near thirty 
folio manufcript volumes. 
>) Do&or Ramfay’s hiftory of the war in Carolina, 
was communicated to him while in manufcript ; 
and liberty was granted to make full ule of it: 
the prefent opportunity is embraced for acknow- 
ledging the benefit received from it, and for re- 
turning grateful thanks to the Doctor. The 
Americans remarked, that Dodfley’s Annual Re- 
gifter contained the beft foreign printed fum- 
mary account of their affairs: but it was not 
poflible for writers on this fide the Atlantic 
to avoid miftakes. That Regifter and other 
publications have been of fervice to the com=- 
piler of the prefent work, who has frequently 
guoted from them, without varying the lan- 
guage, except for method and concifenels. He 
gathered from every fource of intelligence in his 
power, while at the place of his refidence:near Bof- 
ton; and fince his return to his native country in 

1736, 


1786, has improved the advantage arifing from 
it. 

The accounts here given of American affairs, 
ral re{pects from what have 
| been the conceptions of many on each fide the 
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Atlantic, that it was neceflary to. infert a variety 

| a of letters, papers and anecdotes, to authenticate 

a the narrative: ‘The publication of.thefe, it, 1s 

prefumed, will obtain credit for fuch parts as 

could not with propriety be fapported by the in- 
troduétion of fimilar proofs. 

i To write a hiftory worthy the approbation of 
his friends, and (as far as his powers extended) 
of the prefent age, and of pofterity; and to 

| convince mankind, that TRuTH was bis care, bis 

| fearch, and what his foul was engaged in, have been 
= the great objects of 
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The MAPS and PLANS are to be placed as follows. 


Plate 1. The United States of America, facing the title of Vol. I. 
2; Bofton and its environs, the title of Vol. Il. 
3, New York Ifland and parts adjacent, P. 310; Vol. Tl. 
4. The Jerfeys, &c. &c. P. 524, Vol. Il. 
5. New Hampfhire, Vermont, &c. P. 584. Vol. If. 
%. The Carolinas with part of Georgia, the title of Vol. III. 
a Charleftown, with Sir Peter Parker's 
attack on Fert Moultrie, “Pak es Vol. IE, 
8. The part of Virginia, which was the 
feat of action, Porto, Vola ve 


_ York Town and Gloucefter Point, as 
befieged by the allied army, . P. 196, Vol. IV. 
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gi HE rife of the Puritans and Brawni/ts, p. 1. The Brownifts 

flee to Holland; remove to America; fettle at New Ply- 
mouth ; and adopt the congregational mode of church govern- 
ment, p. 7. The Puritans purchafe and fettle the Adaffachu- 
fetts Bay, p. 16. Conneéticut and New Haven colonies fettled, 
p. 32. he fettling of Providence and Rhode Ifland colony, p. 
36. New Hampfhire and the Main fettled, p. 23—New York, 
Pp. 44—New Ferfey, p. 46—Virginia, p. 52—Maryland, p. 65 
—Carolina, p. 69—Pennfylvania, and Delaware counties, p. 81 
—Georgia, p. 92. ; 


Lerrer IL P. 96—148. 


The New York and Maffachufetts {entiments on the fubjet of 
taxation, p. 96. Parliamentary aéis refpecting the colonies, p. 
100. The latter co-operate with the mother country, p. 
102sggl he expedition againft Louifburgh in 1745. p. rro. 
The Obro company in 1749, p. 119. Hoftilities com- 
mence in 1754, p. 122. The plan of the Albany-congrefs for 
uniting. al] the colonies, p.124. “The minifterial plan, and 
Dr. Franklin’s objeGtions to it, p.125. General Braddock’s 
defeat, p. 132. Lord Loudon and the Adaffachufetts general 
court, p. 134. “The exertions of the Adaffachufetts in the com- 
mon caufe, p. 137. Governor Bernard, p. 138. Mr. Fares 
Otis, p. 140. “The Maffachufetts people jealous of minitterial 
defigns againft their liberties, p. 142. 


Letrrer Ii. P. 148—205. 


The Maffachufetts aflembly declare againft parliamentary tax- 
ation, p. 148—appoint a committee to correfpond with the fe- 


veral aflemblies on the continent, p.153. The Stamp-aé, p. . 


158—it occafions a general difcontent in the Ada//aehufetts, p. 167, 
The Virginia refolves refpecting it, p. 168. A congre/s meets 
at New York in 1765, p.172. Kiots at Bofton and elfewhere 
on account of the Stamp-ad?, p. 175. <Affectations againtt its 
operation, p. 194. The Stamp-act repealed, p. 202. t 
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x % : ‘ 
Mr. Samuel Adams chofen a member for Boffon, p. 205—as 
alfo Mr. Forn Hancock, p. 207. Compenfation made to the fuf- 


ferers in the time of the riots, p. 21z.° The proceedings of * 
the Maffachufetts and New York afiemblies, p. 213. Mr. Charles 
s Lown= “48 : 
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Townfend’s bills for taxing the colonies afre/h, p. 214. The 
New York \egiflative power fufpended, p. 215. A board of 
commiffioners ettablifhed in America, p. 216. Non-importation re- 
newed, p. 218, 241. The N.w England fpivit of patriotifm 
approved of at Philadephia, p. 219. The Maffachufetts aflem- 
bly agree upon a circular letter to the reft of the aflemblies, p. 

223. The new affembly required to refcind the refolution which 
pave rife to it, p. 226-—refule, and are diflolved, p.227. Mr. 

Hancock's floop Liberty feized, p. 231. Troops ordered to Bo/- 

ton, p. 238. A convention is called, and meets at Bo/fon, p. 

o44. Troopsiand inthe town, p. 247- The letters of the 

Philadelphia merchants to the comtnittee at London, p. 250, 

266. The parliamentary refolutions againft the Maffachujeits 

proceedings, p. 253. The counter-refolues of Virginia and 

Maffachufetts, p. 255) 200+ Governor Bernard recalled, p. 

272. Goods refoipped from Bofton, p. 277. The aé? for repeal- 

ing the duties on glafs, paper, and colours, p. 279. The /ol- 

diers at Boffon fre upon the inhabitants on March 5, 1770, p. 

286. Captain Preffon, and the folciers are tried, p.290. Mr. 

MMé‘Dougall, of New York, committed to jail for publifhing an 

addrefs to the inhabitants, p. 301. Adaffachufetts affembly, and 

lieut. governor Hutchinfon, p. 304. | 


Letrrer Vv. P. 309—323- 


Governor Hutchinfon and the Maffachufetts general court, p. 
309. ‘The Gajpee ichooner burnt, p. 311. Mr. ames War- 
ren propofes committees of correfpondence through the Adaffachu- 
fettis p» 312... Governor Hutchinfon, in his fpeech to the ge- 
neral court, introduces the fubject of the /upremacy of parlia- 
MeENty Pe 32O0- : 


“Lerrer VI... P. 323-326. 


An 2& for the better fecuring of his majefty’s dock-yards, 
fhips, ec. p. 323. “Lhe Eaft India company empowered to ex- 
port their own teas, p. 325. 


Lerrer VII.  P. 326—348. 


The Virginia burgeffes refolve to maintain an intercourfe 
with the filter colonies, p. 327. A number of /etters tran{mit- 
ted by Dr. Franklin, are communicated to the Maffachu/etts 
affembly, p. 328. The meafures purfued by the colonies to 
prevent the introduction of the tea fent by the Baf India come 
pany, p. 331. ‘The proceedings at Bofton relative thereto, p. 
334. ‘The ¢ea is thrown into the water, p.341- “The con- 
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du of the ALaffachu/etts affembly refpeCting the judges’ receiv- 


ing their fupport from the crown, p. 344. The fentiments of 
the profeffed patriots in the Adaffachufetts, p. 347- 


Lerrer VIII. P. 349—360. 


A duel occafioned by the letters fent over by Dr. Franklin, 
p. 349. ‘The Maffachufetts. petition for the removal of the go- 
vernor difmiffed, p. 350. The Bo/fon port-bill, p. 351. The 
bill for regulating the government of the ALaffachufetts, p. 352—for 
the impartial adminiiration of juftice, p. 353—Htor the govern- 
ment of the province of Quebec, p. 357- 


Letter IX.  P. 360—393- 


Governor Gage arrives at Boffon, p. 360. The meafures 
purfued relative to the Boflon port-bill, p. 361. The Mdajaciufeits 
aflembly appoint a committee to attend a general congrefs, p- 
366. “Lhe meafure is adopted by other colonies, p. 367. Ba/- 
ton confidered as fuffering in the common caufe, p. 373. Obfer- 
vations on the port-bill, p. 375. General Gage alarmed, p. 
378. The Mafjachufetts people prepare to defend their nights 
with the fword, p. 380. The courts of judicature fufpended, 
p. 386. Gage fortifies the entrance into Bo/lon, p. 387—feizes 
a quantity of powder, p. 388. An ajfembly of delegates from 
the towns in Suffolk, of which Boffon is the county town, ps 
389- 

Letrrer X., P. 394-428. 


The general congrefs meet at Philadelphia, p. 394—write to 
general Gage, p. 395—make a declaration of rights, p. 396— 
enter into a mon-importation, non-confumption, and non-exporta- 
tion agreement, p. 399—addre/s the people of Great Britain, 
p. 400—their memorial to the inhabitants of Briti/h Lme=- 
rica, p. 403—addre/s the king, p» 404—the Canadians, p. 407+ 
Mefirs. Galloway and Duane on the fide of miniftry, p. 409. 
Maffachufetts provincial congre/s form and adopt meafures for the 
defence of the colony, p. 411. Proceedings in Pennfy/vania, 
Rhode Iftand, New Hampfhire, Virginia, Maryland, and South 
Carolina, p. 421. The ftate of the Maffachufetts colony, p. 
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The parliament diffolved, p. 429. His majefty’s fpeech to 
the fucceeding new one, p. 430... Tranfcripts from Mr. Quin- 
cy’s journal, p. 433. Lord Chatham's {peech, Jan. 30, 147 5— 
p. 439—lord Camden’s, p. 446. The petitions to the houle of 
Fou COM 
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commons in favor of the colonifts neglected, p. 450. Lord 
North propofes a joint addrefs from both houfes to the king, p. 
455——it occafions great debates, p. 456—is protefted againit, 
p. 461. North’s conciliatory motion, p. 403. Oppofition to 
the bill for reftraining the Mew Eugland provinces trom fifhing 
on the banks of Newfoundland, p. 465. “he Americans infulted 
‘by feveral in both houfes of parliament, p. 467. 


LetrvrerR XI. P. 468—492. 


The Maffachufetts congrefs meet, p. 469. General Gage 
ferids troops to Salem, p. 470. A battle between the whzgs and 
tories at New York, March 5, 1775, p- 472. Uhe precautions 


of the Maffachufetts people to fupply themielves with military ar-, 


ticles, and to prevent a furprife, p. 473. Gage fends troops to 
Concord, p. 477—they fire upon the militia at Lexington, p. 
478. ‘Fhe country rifes, p. 479. A reinforcement of Britifh 
fent from Bo/ffon, p. 481. The origin of the term Yankee, idem. 
The royal troops obliged to retreat to Bunker’s-bill in Charlef- 
town peninfula, p. 482—crofs over to Boffon, p. 483—which is 


invefted by the provincials on every fide by land, p. 486. Gage. 
acrees with the committee of the town, p. 487. Dr. War- | 


ren’s letter to him, p. 489. ‘The provincials no wife prepared 


for a military conteft with Great Britain, p. 492. 


Letrer su. P. 493-—504- 


The fifhery reftraining bill, and the bill for reftraining the 
commerce of the colonies, p. 493. Petitions againft the co- 
ercive acts, and counter-petitions, p. 496. The city of Lon- 
don approaches the throne with an addrefs, remonftrance, 
and petition, in favor of the Americans, p. 497. The earl of 
Effingham refigns his regiment, p. 498. Generals Howe, Can- 
ton, and Burgoyne, fail for Boffon in the Cerberus, p. 500. ‘The 
news of the Lexington engagement reaches London, p. 503. 
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ERRATA befide thofe at the End of the Volume. 

Page 4, line 20, read Brown, a fiery zealot—l. 22, dele a fiery zealot. 
P.12. 1.21, read tyrant, Philip U. of Spain. P.20, 1.7, read eletted 
by the planters. P.23, 1. 18, read declared folate as. Pi 27jgk 5, 
yead ceafed in 1640. P. 32, 1.20, read the jurifdiction. P. 35, 1.21, 
read the three laft colonies, Maffachufetts, Connecticut, and New 
Haven. P. 39, 1. 10, read colonies of the Maflachufetts and New 
Hampfhire. P. 44, 1. 3, read mentioned hereafter. P. 77, laft lme, 
yead james {I, P. 118, 1. 11 read the London diffenting deputation, 
P. 166, 1. 10, read the Minifters of Charles Il. down to thofe of the. 
P. c90, 1.13, dele generality of the.  P. 308, lot ,: read. mot 
folely to any. /P, 427, 1. 3, for other.rcad district. 
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NORTH AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


fee Shy Risk Ro 3 ts 


a Roxbury, December 26, 17715 
My coop Sir, 3 


Y j \O your properly underftanding the nature and ori- 
gin of the uneafinefs, that has fo ftrongly agitated 

the colonieé of late years, and ftill exifts though now fome- 
what abated; and which has been occafioned by par- 
liamentary taxation and the modern meatures of g0- 
vernment ; you mutt be acquainted with the fentiments 
and hiftory of the firft fettlers, no on than of their 
defcendants and fucceffors. 
Several of the moft zealous and eminent proteftants, 
in the. reign of Edward the VIth, oppofed the popith 
ceremonies and habits, though otherwife united to their 
brethren in religious tenets. The oppofition became 
more general and determined, after hundreds of them - 
fled to, and refided j in foreign parts, in order to elcape 
the Marian perfecutions. There the fentiments of 


numbers, through their intercourfe with proteftants Off iy 
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ik other nations, were much changed and improved ; and 
i rey were more than ever defirous of proceeding further 
in the reformation, than was. directed by the fervice- 
book of king Edward. 

Wa ry58 Upon the acceffion ot £ Elizabeth, the refugees returned 
ae to England, loaded with experience and learning, but in 
ie the utmoft diftrefs and poverty. Thofe of the clergy, 
Hou wlio could comply with the queen’s eftablifhment, were 
a quickly preferred. The reff, after being admitted to 
| preach awhile, were fufpended, and reduced to former 
indigence. Several were offered eres but declined, 
tender, on account of the garments, ceremonies, &c. 
e the neceffity of the times, and the flattering hope 
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of the church, induced ‘othérs to accept preferments, 
though with trembling. 

The queen affected much pomp in religion ; was fond 
of the old popith ceremonies, in which fhe had been 


gone too far in demolifhing ornaments, 

- The clergy and laity, who fought after greater eccle- 
fiaftic purity, in vain ftruggled hard for the abolifh- 
iy ment of popifh ceremonies and habits; or, at leaft, 
ah leaving the ule of them, in divine fervice, indifferent. 
hit ‘They obtained nothing but the henorable nick-name of 
PURITANS. ‘Fhe queen proved. an inflexible bigot, 
and would be obeyed, or punifh. The parliament, in 
their firtt fefion, had very injudicioufly paffed the two 


atts of Supremacy and Uniformity, without guarding 
them properly ; and, by a claufe in the latter, delivered 


up to ne crown all -ecclefiaftic jurifdiction. Men of 
folid 


ae of obtaining hereafter an amendment in the conftitution 


educated; and thought her brother king Edward had. 


“ 
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folid learning and piety, of fober lives, papi preachers; 
profeffed enemies to popery and fuperftition, and of the 
{fame faith, in point of doctrine, with the conformifts, 
‘were fufpended,. deprived, imprifoned and ruined, for 
not complying with the ufe of thofe garments and cere- 
monies, which their opponents acknowledged to be in- 
different in themfelves ; while the fufferers adjudged fuch 
compliance finful, from their having been abuted to 
idolatry, and ferving as marks.and badges of that reli- 
gion they had renounced. 

All the puritans of thefe times were deliro us.of re- 
maining in the church, might they be ee as to the 
habits and a few ceremonies, though they were far from 
being fatisied with the hierarchy, and had other ob- 
jections befide thofe for which they had been deprived. 
Inftead of indtilgence, their grievances were multiplied ; 
and the penal laws w vere rigoroufly executed. However, 
the. body of the conforming clergy being extremely 
illiterate and ignorant, the deprived minifters were eim- 
ployed as curates or lecturers; and received, for their 
fervices, a fall confideration. from the incumbent, to- 
gether with the voluntary contribution of the parifh. 
By their warm and affectionate preaching and eminent 
faithfulnefs, they gained the hearts of the common 
people, who were the more attached to them, the more 
cruelty was exercifed upon them; and who had. the 
, -utmott averfion to the popifh garments, as their hatred 
to» popery increafed. The preachers. appealed to the 
{criptures. Their hearers fearched them carefully ; ob- 
tained more and clearer difcover: ies of the popifh fuper- 
‘ftitions; grew. in, their abhorrence of them; venerated 
the divine inftitutions ; and longed to have the worfhip 
B 2 of 
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of the church rendered more pure and primitive. The 
3 popularity of the deprived minifters drew numbers from 
. | * « . e . 2 

; a neighbouring parifhes.. Puritanifm {pread and gained 
|| ‘a ground by being perfecuted. Its growth was the greateft 
ae crief to the queen and archbifhop Whitgift. But 
* 


Vi, , neither the fupreme head of the church, nor the primate 
| of all England, had policy’ or chriftianity enough to 
| apply the proper remedy, in granting /derty of confcience. 
a | (| Inftead of that, new aéts were paffed, and greater feve- 
Yi | tities practifed. Such inhuman proceedings, againtt 
| proteftants of good moral characters, did not pafs un- 
’ iF noticed. They were the fubjects of converfation. .The 
f° i right of ‘acting thus toward fellow-creatures, and its non- 
agreement with the mild and benevolent principles of 


: f \ Chriftianity, were freely canvafied. The fupreme-head 
i; He i) and chief dignitaries of the Eglifh church being fuch 
1 ay intolerable perfecutors, it became a queftion, “ Is fhe 
4 a any longer a true church of Chrift, and are her minifters 
ig Wl true minifters ?”’ 

| a At length one Robert Brown, defcended from an ancient 


ii and honorable family, and nearly related to Lord T'rea- 
furer Cecil, a fiery zealot, travelled through the country, 
a fecond time, holding forth, wherever he went, againft 
bifhops, ecclefiaftic courts, ordaining of minifters, 8cc. and 
gathered a eparate congregation. The parties held, 
that the church of EncLanp was not a true church; that 
her minifters were not rightly ordained ; that her difcipline 
was popifh and anti-chriflian ; and that all.her ordinances 
and facfaments were invalid. Therefore they would not 
join with her members, in any part of public worfhip. 
They not only renounced communion with the church 
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of Ewetvanp, but with @/ other reformed churches, 
except they were of their own model. 

Thefe /eparatifts were called Brownifis, which was long 
afterward the common name for all that feparated sofally 
from the church of Exgland, even when they difowned 
the rigid principles of Brown and his congregation. We 
mutt carefully diftinguith the Browniffs from the Puritans. 
Moft of the latter were for keeping within the pale of 
the church, apprehending it to bea ¢rwe church 1n its 
dottrines and facraments, though defective in di/cipline 
and corrupt in ceremonies. “Lhey thought it wxlawful to 
feparate; fubmitted to fufpenfions and deprivations ; 
when driven out of one diocefe, took fanctuary in 
another, being afraid of incurring the guilt of /chyim ; 
and were the chief writers againft the Browwi/?s. 

A frefh effort was made to crufh the non-conformifts. 1393. 
A moft obnoxious aét was pafled, for punifhing all who 
refufed to come to church, and every one, who per- 
- fuaded others to oppofe the queen’s authority in ecclefiaftic 
caufes, or was prefent at any conventicle or meeting. 
The punifhment was imprifonment without bail, ull 
the convicted agreed to conform and make a declaration 
of his conformity. In cafe the offender did not fign 
the declaration within three months, he was fo adjure 
the realm, and go into perpetual banifoment. VE he de- 
parted not within the time limited, or returned after- 
ward without the queen’s licenfe, he was to fujfer death 
without benefit.of clergy. By this act, the cafe of non=. 
conformifts was worfe than that of felons at tommon, 
law. ‘The ftatute was levelled againgt the laity, na lefs 
than the clergy. The moderate puritans evaded it, 
by going to church when, prayers were nearly ended, 
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and by-recéiving the facrament when adminiftered with 
fome latitude, The weight of it fell upon the Browni/is, 
whofe fentiments had gained ground; fo that they were 
Wes 


children, according to the > opinion of Sir Walter Raleigh, 
given in the houfe of com: sich when the bill: was read 
the fecond time ar ant tebated: *: 


réral were put to dée i about this period ; which 
excited an odium againft the bifhops and high com- 
miffioners, who were univerfally known to have been at 
tle bottom of the proceedings againft them. It was 
refolved therefore; to ferid the Herbapmtbee of the im- 
prifoned into banifhment, inftead of ‘continuing ta 
salle them. Others preferred a voluntary exile, rather 


than be expofed to the mercilefs perfecutions that awaited 
them in théir native country. Is it ftrange, that thefe 


perfons, thus forced or frightened out of it, for claiming 
and exercifing the common right of human nature, 
hat of judging for themfelves in matters of religion, 


ct, 
c 


fhould ‘at length think, that their allegiance terminated 
with their departure; or, that thofe who commiferated 
them ‘inclined to the fame fentiment ? 

The parliament, suieuisps the lower houfe, perceiving 
how the queen, and many of the bifhops and ecclefiaftics, 
abufed their fpiritual power ;- what mifchiefs they brought 
upon the church; and the miferies to which honeft men 
were reduced for mere difference in religious fentiments; 


attempted repeatedly to regulate matters, and to redrefs: 


the hardfhips of the non-conformifts, but was :ftopt 
by her majefty, in the moft dictatorial manner. 
Some of the members, roufed by ‘fuch unwarrantable 


* 'Townfhend’s Hiftorical Collections, p. 76, 
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| géts of fovereignty, fpake boldly and freely upon the 
' occafion, and cenfured the arbitrary proceedings of the 
bifhops. The queen added to her ether faults, that of 
fending them to the Tower. But, though. fhe could 
awe the parliament, imprifon its members, and protect 
her favorite bifhops; fhe could not overpower the 
confciences of the non-conformilts. 

A number of religious péople, upon the borders of 
Nottinshamfhire, Lincolnfhire and Yorkshire, having fut 
fered perfecution patiently fer years, and fearched the 
{criptures diligently, were at length fully of opinion, that 
the ceremonies of the Englifh church were aulawful; that 
the lordly power of her prelates was contrary to the 
frecdom of the gofpel; and that her offices, courts a and 
canons had no warrant in the word of God; but were 
popifa. They determined therefore to fhake off that 
yoke of bondage, viz. human impofitions, brought 
into the church by popifh policy and power, againil the 
fuperior Jaw of Chrift, the genius of his plain religion, 
and ‘chriftian liberty. They refolved, as the Lord’s free 1602. 


people, “ to join themfelues by covenant into a church fiate 

and, agreeable to prefent or future knowledge, to walk in all 

the ways of God, according to.tbeir beft abilivies, whatever 

it cofts them *.” | a 

) The afflembly, owing. to the diftance of habitations, 1606. 
was obliged to form itfelf into two diftinct religious 
 focieties; the one, with which is our concern, foon had 

for its paftor the famous Mr. Fobu Robinfon. “The church 
kept together about a year ; but being extremely haraffed 

by perfecutors, concluded upon: removing to Holland. 
The pious refugees repaired to and fettled at Amfterdam; 


* Prince’s New England Chronology, Part I. p. 4 
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| _ but after a while removed to Jeyden ; where they were 


a) | highly refpected, and would have been allowed fome pub- 
“ | lic favor, had it not been for fear of offending England. 
a - By hard and continued labor they obtained a living 
ae The Dutch employed them before others, for aie 
ii. honeft and exemplary behaviour; and readily trufted 
i. them when in want of money.. Matters, however, were | 
i. not altogether to their mind; and fome of the mot — 


1617. fenfible began to think of another removal. It was | 
Hi imagined, that, if a better and eafier place of living 
could be had, numbers would join them: The morals 
of the Dutch were too diffolute; and they were afraid, 
is, |i that their offspring would become irreligious. Befide, 
| they had an ardent, noble, and godly defire, of laying | 
a foundation for fpreading the religion of fefus over — 
the remote regions of the earth; and of handing. down 
to future ages, what they thought to be, the pure and 
unadulterated worfhip of the great JeHovan. They 
therefore directed their views to merica. ‘To thofe 
who objected—the length and danger of the voyage, 
the difficulties and calamities to which they fhould be 
expofed, the barbarities and treacheries of the Indians, 
and their inability to fupport the expenfe—it was an- 
fwered, “ The difficulties are not invincible, and may ‘ 
be.overcome by fortitude and patience; the ends pro- : 
pofed are good and honorable; the calling lawful and 
urgent; the bleffing of God may therefore be expected. 


: Se 
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We live but as exiles now, and are ina poor condition. 
The truce with the Spaniards is haftening to a clofe. 
Nothing but preparations for war are going forward. 
The Spaniards may be as cruelas the Savages ; and famine 
and peftilence may be as fore in Holland as in America.” 


2 After 
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- After ferious and folemn application to. God for di- 
rection, they concluded on carrying the propofal of 
crofing the lantic into execution; endeavouring 
to live. in a diftin& body by themfelves, under the 
«general government of the Virginia Company; and 
fuing to his majefty, king James, for full liberty and 
freedom of confcience. 

The Virginia Company were ready to give them a 
patent, with as ample privileges as they could grant; 
but, notwithftanding the great intereft made by gentle- 
men of the firft charaéter, and by the chief fecretary 
of ftate, the king and bifhops refufed to allow the re- 
fugees (though at the diftance of. 3000 miles) liberty 
of confcience under the royal feal. All they could ob- 
tain from his majefty, was a promife that he would 
connive at, and not moleft them, provided they carried 
themfelves peaceably; but he would not tolerate them 
by his public authority. Upon this occafion it was 
wifely obferved, « If his majefty’s promile is no fecu- 
rity, a further confirmation will be of little value; though 
ait has a feal as. ‘broad as the houfe-floor, it will not 
 ferve the turn; for there will be means enow found, 
when wanted, to recall or reverfe it; and we mult reft 


herein on God’s Providence.” This reafoning, and the 
pe of being placed 


beyond the reach of ecclefiaftic 
courts, prevailed. ‘T’hey refolved to venture; and, 
after long attendance, much coft and labor, obtained a 
patent. 

They agreed, that the minor part of younger and 
_ ftronger men, with Mr. Brew/fer, an elder of the church, _ 
‘ fhould go firft, and that the paftor, Mr. Robinfon, fhould 
yemain behind with the majority, for a future favorable 
ese opportunity. 
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opportunity. Their enemies whifpered, that the States 
of Holland were weary of their company; but the re- 
werfe was evident from’ the seaybiiser occurrence, viz. 
the maviftrates of the city, when reproving the Walloons 
ut opem court, se “ Thefe Englith bave lived now ten 
sears among us, and yet we never had any accufation again fe 
ti | | any of them, whereas your quarrels are continual.” 

| s620. ‘The colony, deftined for America, failed from Delfr- 


TG Te; i 
wae 5abs Haven 9h i se ton; and there met a ani having 


with cham. Pei vefiels cana to wile die eine 
twice into port, on account of f defects in the one from Delft, 

ei i which was difmiffed. Part of the company returned to | 
London, the remainder betook themfelves to the fhip, @ 
and failed from Plymouth the 6th of September. After 7 
many delays, difficulties and dangers, they made Cape 
Cod at break of day on the gth of November, and 
entered the harbour on the roth. They offered up— 
their devout and ardent acknowledgments to God for 

: -oteCtion, and had thoughts of landing; but re+ 
marking, that they were out eh: the limits of their pa- 
tent, and in a fort reduced to a ftate of nature; and 
hearing fome, who came from London, hint, there zs 
wow no autbority over us; they, while on board, formed 
themfelves into a Civil Body Politic under the crown 

of Evgland, for the purpofe of framing “ juft and equal 
laws, ordinances, acts, conftitutions and offices,” to 
desea they promifed “ all due fubmiffion and: obedi- 


ence.” his contraé was fubfcribed by fortysone per- 


aaa 


fons, on Spats the 11th of November. whole . 


company of fettlers, men, women, children and fer- 
vants, amounted to no more than one hundred and one, 


the 


oes, 
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the exaét number that left England—for one had died, 
but another was born, upon the paflage. 

‘Enfeebled and fickly, we now behold them at the dif- 
tance of 3000 miles, not only from their native country, 
but the hofpitable land where they lately refided for years, 
when unfeeling perfecution drove them into a voluntary 
-banifhment. They have a long and dreary winter before 
them, and are upon the ftrange coaft of an uncultivated 
wildernefs, without a relation or friend to welcome their 
arrival, or an houfe to fhelter them; without even a 
kind inhabitant to comfort them by tender acts of hu- 
manity, much lefs a civilized town or city, from 
which fuccour may be obtained on an emergency. Thus 
circumftanced, they are employed in making difcoveries, 
till the’ 20th of December, when they conclude upon 
a placé’ for immediate fettlement, which they after- 
ward name New-Plymouth, in grateful remembrance 
of the laft town they left in their native country. 

‘The winter proved remarkably mild * for the Ameri- 
can climate, though exceffively fevere to an Englifh 
conftitution; and, what with diforders brought upon 


them through uncommon labors and fatigues, and 


their being expofed to the rigours of the feafon; aindh °° 
what with the {curvy and other difeafes occafioned by a 


tedious voyage, and the want of proper accommoda- 
tions while making it, they buried by the end of March 


1621, forty-four of their little fociety, of whom one and 1621. 


twenty were fubfcribers to the contra. The num- 
bef of their dead increafed to fifty by the beginning of 
fe November, when, to their great joy, a veflel arrived 


® Wood's New England’s Profpect, Ed, 1764, p. 5. 
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with thirty five fettlers from London. It was years be-« 
fore their plantation amounted to three hundred people : 
when nearly fo, the Council eftablithed at Plymouth, in 
the county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering 
1630.and governing of New England in America, granted 


oi them a Patent, by which their lands were fecured againft 


all Engtifh claims.—Be it noted, that they early agreed 


with, and fatisfied the Jmdian proprietors. 
It would have been aftonifhing, had not thefe planters 


brought with them opinions favorable to liberty. The 


arbitrary proceedings of Elizabeth and James produced 
a {pirit of inquiry; and induced the fufferers and others 
to canvafs the equity of thofe powers, which were fo 
improperly exercifed. When the film of prejudice was 
removed, it was eafy to difcern that tyranny, whether 


in church or ftate, could not be vindicated by reafon or 


revelation; and that Heaven’s permitting it, was no 
more a countenance to that, than any other wickednels. 
Befide, the Plymouthians had lived for years among a 
people, who had been engaged in a bloody war, with a 
cruel unrelenting tyrant, whofe fovereignty they had 
renounced. The frequent converfation that mult have 
pafied between the Dutch and Englith refugees, mutt 
have improved the attachment of the laft to the caufe 
of freedom. It might alfo have been hinted to them, 
that it began to be the fentiment of fome Englifh nobles 
and principal commoners, that in cafe of a removal ta 
America, perfons, without any charter from the crown, 


were at liberty to eftablifh what form of government _ 


they: pleafed; and to fet up a new ftate, as fully to all 
intents and purpoles, as though they =" their 
firft entrance into civil fociety, 
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No wonder then, efpecially confidering the general 
- equality prevailing among them, that the Plymouthians, 
by their contract before landing, formed themfelves 
into. a proper Democracy; and that it was entered in the 
Plymouth records of 1636, “ Finding, that as free born 1636 
fubjetis of the ftate of ENGLAND, we bither came with , eet 
all and fingular the privileges belonging to fuck’; in the firft 
place we think good, that it be eftablifoed for an alt, that, 
according to the {rights fappofed to be wanting] and due 
privileges of the fubjetts aforefaid, no impofition, law or 
ordinance be made or inmpofed upon them at prefent or to 
come; but fuch as fhall be made and impofed by confent, ac- 
cording to the free liberties of free born fubjetis of the frate 
and kingdom of EXxcuand, and no otherwife.” ‘They 
meant to continue their allegiance to the crown; to re- 
tain their conne€tion with the mother country; to adopt 
the general laws of England for the’rule of government, 
wherein they fuited; and to be governed by their own 
particular acts in other inftances. 

Perfons, devoted to church authority and particular 
national eftablifhments, may exclaim againft the Piy- 
moutbians for their religious fentiments: but a fair and 
brief ftatement of them, it is apprehended, will be thought 

the beft defence that can be offered, by thofe who can- 
 didly examine the New Te/fament, and are properly im- 
preffed with the words of our Savignt—=My kingdom is 
not of this world. | 

When Mr. Robinfon and his affociates feparated from 
the church of England, they were rigid Brownif?s. After 
his removal to Holland, and there converfing with 
learned divines, he, being a gentlenian of a liberal | 
mind and good difpofition, became moderate, as did “ 
i his 
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his people; fo that they who continued rigid Brownifis 
would hardly hold communion with them. Mr. Rodin- 
fon and his fociety did not require of thofe who joined 
them, a renunciation of the church of England. They 
alfo acknowledged the other reformed churches for true 
and genuine; allowed their own members occafional 


~~ communion. with them, in the word preached, and in 


the prayers conceived by the preacher before and after 
fermon, but not in the facraments and difcipline; and 
admitted their members, known to them to be pious, 
to occafional communion with, themfelves in the facra- 
ments. Still it is to be remarked, that they were not 
admitted, becaufe of their being members of: fuch 


churches, but on account of their known piety: their 


belonging to and continuing in fuch churches, was not 
an argument for rejecting them; nor was it the argu- 
ment for their reception, Mr. Robin/fon, however, by 
his converfation and writings, proved a principal in 
ruining Brownifm; and, in the opinion of fome was the 
father, of others the reftorer, of the mdependent or con- 
gregational churches. Congregational is the term ufed1 in 
New England, the other is difcarded, as feeming to 1m-~ 
ply too great a feparation from fifter churches. 

The Plymouthians held, that the Bible was the 
fole religious code of proteftants; and that every man 
had a right to judge for himfelf, and to try all doctrines 
by it, and to worfhip according to what he apprehended 
that directed. In doétrinal tenets they agreed. with the 
articles of the church of England. The main dif- 
ference between them and other reformed churches, 


was about hierarchy. ‘They maintained, that no par- - 
ticular church ovght to. confit of more perfons than — 


could | 


I 
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could worfhip, in one congregation s that every. man 
ought, in appearance, to be a trué;believer in Chrift 
and fubje& to his authority ; that when ‘there was a {uit- 
able number of fuch believers, who thought themflves 
bound in confcience to do it, they hada right to imbody 
into a church, by feme certain contract or covenant, 
exprefied or implied; and that, being imbodied, they, 
were to choofe all their officers, who were paltors or 


teaching elders, mere ruling elders meant to affift the 
former, and qualified te teach occafionally, and deacons 
who were to manage the temporalities of the church, to 
take care of the poor, and to officiate at the Lord’s 
table by providing the bread and wine; laying the cloth, 
carrying the elements, &c. [The cuftom of haying 
ruling elders has naw ceafed.| The elders of both kinds 
were to form the prefbytery of overfeers and rulers. 


They alfo held, that no churches or church officers had 


“any power over other churches. or officers, to control 


or impofe. upon them, all having equal rights and. pri- 
. : é 
yvileges. Their own officers were removable by therm 


upon juftifiable reafons ; in cafe of capital errors, profs 


mifconduct. and the like. When they baptized, they 
rejected the fign of the crofs, and other ceremonies not 
enjoined by {fcripture. They received. the elements of 
the Lord’s fupper, in the table pofture of the day and 
place in which they lived. Excommunication they 
deemed to be wholly fpiritual; and denied, that the 
church or its officers had any authority to inflict tem- 
poral pains and penalties. ‘They confidered no days as 


holy, but the Lord’s day, which they obferved with. 


great ftrictnefs. Solemn faftings and thankfgivines, as 
the afpects of Providence required, they hada pious 
7 . regard 


se 


Li) regard to, as agreeable to both hatural and revealed 
religion. . | ' 

A better fet of emigrants never croffed the Alantic. 
<4 eThey were a plain, frugal, induftrious, confcientious 
“and loving people ; and, for the day in which they lived, 
Waa and confidering their education, poffeffed a good fhare 
ae of politenefs. “Ihe important light in which they 
viewed morality, led them, in many inftances, to fuch 
critical exactnefs, as would be deemed by the moderns 
a ridiculous ; from thence however the community derived 
| fabftantial benefits. They have been ftigmatized as 
enthufiafts; but nothing like enthufiafm is to be met 

| with in the records of any of their tranfactions, either 
civil or ecclefiaftic. Their piety indeed was eminent 
and fervent, but it was alfo rational; and their religion 
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eo was that of the Bible, and had a proper influence upon 
“F. Ae 3 
Fa ‘ 
i a their conduct.” | 
Wl The Plymoutbians having cleared. the way for other 


fafferers to fettle in America, with lefs difficulty and. 


ae their plantation {fpreading through the weftern parts of 
ak England ; and the government in church and’ ftate grow- 
Vl . ing more and more opprefiive ; the territory of the 

| 1628. Maffachufett’s-Bay was purchafed of the Phmouth-Council, 
and a company foon formed, who confulted on fettline 
a plantation, to which non-conforming puritans might 
emigrate in order to. enjoy their own principles in full 
fecurity. Their fufferings had been moderated for a few 


years before Elizabeth's death. ‘The queen wasfar advanced. 
in life; the next heir to the crown was a pre/byterian, 
who had fubferibed to the Scotch national covenant, and, 
with hands uplifted to heaven, had pronounced, “ ‘The: 

Scotch 


i" danger than what they had experienced ; the fame of 
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Scotch kirk is the pureft in the world, and the fervice of 
the kirk of England an evil faid mafs in Englifh, that 
wants nothing of the mafs but the liftings:” he had in- 
terceded for fome of the perfecuted minifters; and the 
bifhops were cautious of acting againft a party, for 
whom king Yames had declared: but upon his afcending 
the throne, the fears of the high church-men and the 
hopes of the non-conformifts were foon ended. It was 
not long before the king became in the church a fu- 
rious perfecutor of the non-conformifts, and in the ftate 
as errant a defpot as his cowardice would allow. In 
ftigmatizing for Puritans, all who ftood by the laws of 
the_land and oppofed his arbitrary government, though 
ftrenuous churchmen, ‘he ftrengthened the caufe.of the 
church-puritans : the former, called by way of diftinétion 
fiate-puritans, joining the latter, both together became 
at length the majority of the nation. 

Still the times were not mended; and the eich of 
ames made way for their becoming much worfe. King 
Charles unfortunately took for his bofom counfellor, in 
religious affairs, bifhop Laud, the moft unqualified 
perfon for the purpofe of any to be found in his three 
kingdoms: he alfo refigned himfelf e) to arbitrary 
counts 

The lowering pertiaseet thickened apace ; the Maffe- 
- chufetts Company therefore provided a fafe retreat, in 
- feafon. They applied immediately to the improvement 
of their purchafed territory; and fent out Capt. Fobm 
Endicott and others, with fervants, to begin a plantation; 
who arrived at (what is now named) Salem. ‘They {con 
after petitioned for a royal charter, hoping that their 

exiftence and powers would be thereby fecured o pro- 
Vou. I. 
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1629.moted. They fucceeded, and a charter of incorporation 


was granted, making them a body (politic, by the name 
of « The Governor and Company.of the Mafachufetts- 
Bay in New England,” with as full powers as any other 7 
corporation in the realm of England.. The. grant and 
fale of the Plymouth-Council was confirmed, “Till the 
annual eleGtion by the company could commence; 
the governor, deputy-governor, and eighteen affiitants 
were fpecified. The mode of governing, and of ad- 
mitting freemen was prefcribed. They were empowered 
to elect and ‘conftitute fuch other officers, as might be 
thought requifite for the managing of their affairs; and 
to make laws and-ordinances, not contrary to the laws 
and ftatutes of the realm, for the good of the faid com- 
pany, and the government of their lands and plantation, 
and -the inhabitants thereof. They were allowed to 
tranfport perfons, whether fubjects or ftrangers, weapons, 
metchandife, &c. any law to ihe contrary notwithftanding 
==fuch was the difpenfing power the king affumed. .Hé 
alfo exempted them from paying cuftom or fubfidy for 
feven years: the governor and company, their factors 
and affigns, were to pay neither that nor any taxes IN 
New England for the Jame fpace. AN were freed from 
duties upon goods imported or exported for 21 years, 
except the old 5 per cent. cuftom upon imports: after 
the expiration of the feven years. All his majefty’s 
fabjects going to and inhabiting the company’s lands, 
together with their children, were to enjoy all the-liber- 
ties of free and natural fubjects, within any of his do- 
goinions, the fame as though born in England. The 
king cotld: mean only, that, by removing to and refidi 
in the Maflachufetts, they fhould not forfeit for 
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felves or children, the privileges of Englifomen, and be 


treated as foreigners; and not, that they fhould be go- 
verned by laws and officers of their own making or 
choofing, perfonally or by reprefentation; for they were 
evidently diftinguifhed from the governor and company 
(of whom it appears to be fuppofed, that they were to 
remain in Eneland) as thefe were authorized to ad- 
minifter the oaths of fupremacy and allegiance to all 
_and every perfon or perfons, who fhould hereafter go to 
inhabit the lands and premifes of the company. Befide, 
the governor and company were entrufted with the 
power of making laws, ordinances, &c. not contrary 
to the laws of England; of fettling the government, 
and magiftracy of the plantation, and its inhabitants ; 
of naming all the officers; and of fetting forth their 
feveral duties, powers and ti mits; ahd the king com- 
‘manded that all fuch laws, ordinances, &c. fhould be 
-publithed, in writing, under the common feal of the 
company, and Petetipol be ace ully obferved and put 
“Into execution, according to their true meaning. The 
charter * does not once mention diberty of confcience or 
toleration; though one + hiftorian has inadvertently ad- 
vanced, that “ free liberty of confcience was likewife 
granted to all vého fhould fettle in the i cs Bay, 
to worfhip God: i in their own way,’ and another f, 
« the charter granted: toleration to all chriftians, except 
-papifts.” The affertions apply only to the. charter 
granted by king William and queen Mary. 


* See the Charter in Hutchinfon’s ColleGion of Papers, p. 1-23. 
t+ Neale’s Hiftory of the Puritans, qto. Vol. I. p. 543. 
+ Hutchinfin’s Hiftory of the Maffachufetts-Bay, Vol, Ul. p. 3. 
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yee The company, in the exercife of their chartered powers, - 
30. determined that a governor and council of twelve, re- 
fiding on the plantation, fhould have the fole ordering of © 
sts affairs and government. ‘They appointed Capt. Emaz- 
cott governor, and feven gentlemen going from England 
to be counfellors, and directed how the other five fhould 
be elected, together with a deputy-governor and fecretary. 
al Mefirs: Higginfon, Skelton, Bright, Yobn and Samuel 
| Browne were of the feven countfellors nominated by the 
company: The three firft, being minifters, had de- 
glared themfelves to be of one judgment, and to be} 
fully agreed +n the manner how to exercife their mi-— 
| niftry. The company’s committee in their letter to 
governor Endicott, expreffed good hopes on account of 
it; and at the fame time recommended Mefirs. Yobu and 
Samuel Browne as men whom they much refpected, being. 
fully perfuaded. of their fincere affections to the good of 
‘the plantation *. The minifters and paffengers coming 
to fettle in it, were epifcopally inclined when they left 
England; though they could not conform to many ce- 
- remonies and cuftoms, nor fubmit to, what they judged, 
different corruptions, impofed tpon their confciences by 
“the king and. prelates. “They were alfo ftrongly pre- 
yadiced againft the feparatifts, in which clafs the Ply- 
mouthians were numbered. But long before they ar- 
“rived, or even failed, a Dr. Fuller, a deacon of the 
“¢hurch “at Plymouth, and well verfed in its dileiphne, 
having been fent for, on account of a fatal ficknefs 
which broke out among the emigrants after their arrival 
i at Salem, had, by his converfatton with Capt. Endicott, 
raken off the ill effect of common report, and brought 
* Suffolk Records. 
him 
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him to think favorably of the outward form of worfhip 
efpoufed by the Plhymouthians. The influence of the doc- 
tor’s intercourfe with the Salem fettlers cannot be thought 
to have been confined to the captain. When the bufinefs 
of organizing a church was.brought forward after the 
arrival of the counfellors, the matter was frequently 
canvafied, and at length it was determined to form it, 
nearly upon the plan of the one at Plymouth; and to in- 
vite the latter to be prefent, by their meflengers, at the 


folemn ordination of the minifters Mefirs. Séelton and Aug, 


Higginfon, Notwithftanding crofs winds the Plymouth” 
mefiengers were time enough to give the right hand of _ 
fellowfhip, by which ceremony the two churches pro- 
feffed mutual affection and communion, | 

Probably, none of the newly arrived fettlers had the 
leaft idea of fuch ecclefiaftic proceedings, when they 
deft England; but thought very differently. Some con- 
tinued to do fo; for Mr. Bright, difagreeing in judg- 
-ment from the other minifters, removed to a diftance 
before their ordination; and Meffrs. ohn and Samuel 
Browne, diffatisfied with the proceedings of the fociety, 
- feparated with feveral who were like minded, and fat up 
another. Governor Endicett, being of a hot ternper 
and not poffeffed of the greateft prudence, fummoned 
the brothers before him, as ringleaders of a faction; 
and apprehending that their converfation and concuct 
would occafion divifions, fent them back inapreiand 
againft their own inclination, notwithftanding their 
being countellors, thinking himfelf juftified by his publig 
orders. , | 

Let us return to the Company in England, 
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Mr. Matthew Craddock, the governor, propoled < at 
general court, that, for the advancement of the planta- 
tion, the encouragement of perfons of worth and quality 
to tranfplant themfelves and families, and other weighty 
reafons, the government of the plantation fhould be 
transferred to its inhabitants, and not pe continued in 
fubordination to the company at London. The matter 
was debated; and it was agreed, that the perfons prefent 
fhould ferioufly confider the bufinefs againft the next 
general court; it was alfo requefted, that they would, 
in the mean while, conduét with that privacy, that the 
affair might not be divulged. At a month’s end they 
met, and confented that the government and patent 


fhould be fettled in New England, if it could be done 


legaily. They foon after received letters refpecting the 
difference between governor Fnatcoit and Mefirs. Fobu 
and Samuel Browne; and fearing that thefe two had i in 
their private letters defamed the plantation, they opened 
and read a number of: them, and ordered that none from 
Mr. Samuel Browne fhould be delivered; however, upon 
application from the brothers, they directed that they. 
fhould have a copy of the accufation fent againft them 
from New England. ‘The company’s letters upon this 
bufinefs, one to Mefirs. Skelton and Higginfon, and another 
to governor Endicott, intimated, that there had been in 
the parties addrefied a degree of intemperance ; that di- 
rect or oblique afperfions had been thrown out again{t 
the ftate ; and that undigefted counfels had been too 
fuddenly put into execution. They befides expreffed an 
apprehenfion, left, through an 1!) conftruction, the fame 
ale make the company obnoxious to any adverfary *. 


* Suffolk Records. 
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'The difference that happened in the plantation, the | 
treatment of the Brownes, and the reports circulated by 
them, undoubtedly occafioned much talk. Many 
would think it ftrange, that, while the charter was totally — 
filent upon the head of religion, and feveral of the 
grantees and company, though ftrongly oppoied to the 
tyrannies of the high churchmen, were real epifcopa- 
lians, perfons of this profeflion fhould be debarred the 
right of worfhipping according to their own judgment 
and confcience, and be even expelled the plantation. 
Thefe occurrences moft probably forwarded the plan of 
Mr. Graddock. The advice of learned council was or- 
dered to be taken, and it was confidered how to execute 
the projected removal without offending government. 

Among the other weighty reafons which induced 
them to remove, we muft include the hope of getting 
beyond the reach of Lawd and the high commiffion 
court: for the Maffachufetts general court declared in 
1651, “ That feeing juft caufe to fear the perfecution 
of the then bifhop and high commiffion, for not con- 
forming to the ceremonies, they thought it their fafeft 
courfe to get to this outfide of the world (America) out 
of their view, and beyond their reach,” 

The company, at a general court, proceeded to aoa, 
new election of officers, Gas were to repair to and fettle?™ 
in New England. They chofe for governor Yobu Wim- 
ibrop, efq; of Groton in Suffolk, a gentleman well known 
for his piety, liberality, wifdom and gravity. The bu- 
finefs of transferring the patent and corpor ation, and of 
taking over new fettlers, was profecuted with vigor. 
The enterprife produced a general rumor, as its ex- 
tent and magnitude,, the number and principles of the 
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fie perfons engaging in it, opened upon the public. The 


Pe i intentions of the parties being fufpeéted, and Seales: 

; HH arifing concerning them, governor Winthrop and.o other 
oe He gentlemen, to remove prejudices, concilate the r ‘minds | 
. : ie , of the difaffeted, and recommend themfelves and Shik 


| expedition to the favorable regards of all ferious chrif- 
ea) 1630. tians of the epifcopal perfuafion, addrefied their brethren 
: Ap. ‘T'in and of the church of England, and afterward failed 4q 

from Yarmouth in the ifle of Wight, tor America, The 


figners of the addrefs, pray in the moft folemn manner to, ; 
be confidered as their brethren, and defire it to be noted, ’ 
that the principals and body of their company efteem it 
their honor to call the church of Encuanp their dear. 
mother. They acknowledge, that fuch hope and. part 
as they have obtained in the common falvation, they 
have received in her bofom, and fuck’d from her breafts. 
They declare themfelves members of her body; and 
that, while they have breath, they fhall fincerely endea- 
your her welfare. They pronounce themfelves a church — 
fpringing out of her own bowels. ‘Vheir profeffions arg 
made in the ftrongeft language *. 
Jone The company arrived at Salem; and foon were in 
42* number more than fifteen hundred perfons, from diffe- 
rent counties. in England. They applied themfelves 
early to the forming of churches; but, the Rev. Mr. 
Cotton (who came from Bofton in Lincolufbire to take 
_ leave of his departing friends at Southampton) having 
told them to advife with the Plymouthians, and ‘to do no- 
thing to offend them, and a precedent exifting in the 
church at Salem, they difmiffed all the peculiarities of 
epifcopacy, and preferred the congregational mode iq 
# Hutchinfon’s Hiktory, Vol. 1, ps 487. ’ 
oa : hr general, 
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general. However, they had no fettled plan of church he , 
difcipline, till after the arrival of Mr. Cotton, who was 1633, 
54 confidered asa" Rind’ of oracle in both civil and facred 
matters, and eradually moulded all their church admi- 
niftrations, and thus determined the ecclefiaftic ¢ confti- 
tution of the colony ; therein verifying what Mr. Robinfon : 
_had judicioufly predicted, when he faid, « Many of ; 4a i 
thofe who have both wrote and preached againft me ee 
and my people, were they in a place where they could 
have liberty and live comfortably, would do as we do *.” 
_ Governor Winthrop inferted, in his manutcript hiftory, 
a couple of anecdotes, of an earlier date than Mr. 
Cotton’s arrival, which may amufe you. <“ July 30, 
1631, Mr. Ludlow ‘in. digging the foundation of his 
houfe at Dorcbefter, found two pieces of French money, 
one was coined 1596. They were in feveral places, 
above a foot within the firm ground.” ‘* June 13, 
1632, At Watertown ‘there’ was, in the view of divers 
witnefies, a great combat between a moufe and a fhake 3 
and after a long fight, ‘the moufe prevailed and killed. 
_ the fnake. The minifter of Bofton, Mr. Wilfon, avery 
-— fincere holy man, gives this interpretation The fnake 
_ is the devil, the moufe is a poor contemptible people 
whom God has brought hither, and who fhall overcome 
fatan here, and difpoffefs him of his kingdom.” <“ At 
the fame time he told the governor, that before he re- 
folved to come into the country, he dreamed that he 
was here, and faw a church arife out of the earth, which 
grew up and became a marvellous goodly church.” He 
might think his dream divine ; but it is eafily accounted - 
for as a common event, arifing with the church-build- 
* Prince’s Chronology, p. 238. 
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ing out of a lively imagination, warmed and directed 
by a preponderating inclination. Lf, inftead of interpret- 
ing the combat, he had only mentioned, that the event 
fuggefted to him fuch thoughts, and fuch an improve- 
ment, he would have evidenced more judgment and an 
equal degree of witdom in {eizing the happy circumftance, 
The colony increafed apace, by frequent and numerous 
acceffions. But “ it appears by private letters, that 
the departure of fo many of the beft, both minifters 
and private chriftians, did breed fad thoughts in thofe 
‘behind of the LLord’s intention in the work, and an ap- 
prehenfion of fome evil days to come upon England ; 
yea, it began’to be viewed by the council as a matter 
of ftate, fo that warrants were fent to ftay the fhips, 
and to call in the patent; but, upon the petition of the 
fhip-mafters, alleging how beneficial the plantation 
was, they were releafed : Mr. Craddock, however, had 
ftrict charge to deliver in the patent, and wrote to the 
company to fend it home upon receipt of his letter, 


1634« The covernor and affiftants confulted about it, and re- 
Wy. 
july folved to anfwer Mr. Craddock, but not to return any 


anfwer or excufe to the council, for the prefent *.” 

On the death of the duke of Buckingham, Laud be- 
came the king’s prime minifter in all affairs of both 
church and ftate; and, on the death of archbifhop 
Abbot, he was exalted to the fee of Canterbury. Pof- 
fefled of fuch powers, he, by his pliant tools, made 
bavock of the church, baling and committing to prifon con- 
{cientious minifters and laymen, who would not bend to 
his antiferiptural impofitions, fo that the people were 
fcattered abroad, and paffed over the Alantic into the 

* Govemor Winthrop’s MS. Hiftorye 
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wilds of America. The daily inroads of the court, on 


gration. | 

From the beginning of the colony, until the emigra- 
tion ceafed, through a change of affairs in England, 
there arrived in 298 vefiels about 21200 {fettlers (men, 
women and children) or 4000 families, but they did not 
all confine themfelves to the AMdaffachufetts. Notwith- 
ftanding the numbers that repaired thither, when Joffelyn 
vifited Bofton, in 1638, * he found it rather a village 
than a town, there being not above 20 or 30 houfes.”’ 
Thefe fettlers were no lefs ftrenuous for their own par- 
ticular rights and privileges than the Plymouthians. 
When the governor and company removed from Loz- 


- don to the Maffachufetts, they renounced the appearance 


of a corporation, and affumed the form of -a common- 
wealth, varying, as it fuited them, from the directions 
of the charter. The change of place and circumftances 
prevented their keeping to it in certain inftances, though 
not in others; but they could eafily fatisfy them- 
felves as to any violations; for ‘“ they apprehended 


themfelves fubject to no other laws or rules of govern- 


ment, than what arofe from natural reafon and the prin- 
ciples of equity, except any pofitive rules from the 
word of God *.” Perfons of influence among them 
held, that birth was no neceffary caufe of fubjection ; 
for that the fubject of any prince or ftate, had a natural 
right to remove to any other ftate or quarter of the 
world, when deprived of liberty of confcience; and 


the civil rights of the fubje&t, helped forward the emi- 


16409 


that upon fuch removal his fubjection ceafed. They — 


_ galled their own a voluntary civil fubjection, arifing 


* Hutchinfon’s Letter of December 7, 1762. 
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merely from a mutual compact between them and the 
king, founded upon the charter. By this compact they 
acknowledged themfelves bound; fo that they could 
not be fubjeét to or feek protection from any other - 
prince, neither could make laws. repugnant to thofe of 
England, &c. but, on the other hand, they maintained, 
that they were to be governed by laws made by them- 
felves, and by officers of their own electing *. They 
meant to be independent of Englith parliaments ; and 
therefore, when their intimate friends were become 
leading members in the houle of commons, and they 
were advifed, on account of the great liberty to which - 
king Charles left the parliament, to fend over fome to 


{olicit for them, and had hopes given that they might 


-ébtain much, the governor and affiftants, after meeting 


in council upon the occafion, “ declined the motion, 
for this confideration, that, if they fhould put them- 
{elves under the protection of the parliament, they mutt 
then be fubjeét to all fuch laws as they fhould make, 
or at leaft fuch as they might impofe upon them, in 
which courfe (though they fhould intend their good, 
yet) it might prove very prejudicial to them .” 
Whatever approbation fuch fentiments may meet 
with from the friends of liberty, thefe muft regret the 
inconfiftencies to which human nature is fubject, in thofe 
very perfons whofe experience fhould have taught them, 
to do unto others, as they would that others fhould have 
done unto them, when they themfelves were fuffering 
under the relentlefs hand of arbitrary government. But, 


* Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, Vol. I. p. 251, and 252. 
+ Extratt from Governor Winthrop’s MS, Hiftory, fent me by 
Governor Tipjnbuld from Congedicnts Page 
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what is man!. So early as the fecond general court after Hae 
the arrival of the governor and company, inftead of» ge 


refolving to admit all the fuitable and deferving, to a 
‘generous participation of their freedom, they paffed the 
pernicious and difingenuous order, ‘“ For time to come 
no man fhall be admitted to the freedom of this body 
politic, but fuch as are members of fome of the churches, 
within the limits of the fame *.”” They foon after con- 
cluded, that none but fuch fhould fhare in the admi- 
‘niftration of civil government, or have a voice in any 
eleGtion. Thus a powerful and mifchievous alliance was 
formed between the churches and the ftate. The 
-afcendency of the clergy was fecured and much increafed 5 
for no one could be propofed to.the church for a mem- 
‘ber, unlefs the minifter allowed it. The minifters were 
-.confulted by the general court, in all matters of great 
‘moment; and nothing was determined in fuch. cafes, 
-without' a formal reference to them; who, of courfe, 
-vofed their influence with the people, to procure an ap- 
probation of the meafures which they themfelves had 
advifed +. | 


Inftead of the freemen’s appearing eee’ in the 1634. 


general court, they for the firft time fent deputies, to the 
number of we This was a variation from the 
charter, which gave no. power to admit reprefentatives. 
‘Thefe with the governor, deputy governor, and affift- 
ants, formed the eile of the colony, met and voted 
together in one apartment till March 1644, when it was 
ordained, that the Costas and affiftants fhould fit 


* MaffachufettsdRecordsy Vol ly + Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, 
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apart: and thus commenced the houfe of reprefentatives; 
as a diftinct body. Send) 

The general court affumed fpiritual jurifdiction. Being 
church members, they might fuppofe they reprefented 
the churches, no lef than the colony. They would 


1636. approve of no churches, after a certain period, unlefs 
are 3 : . 
they had the approbation of the magiftrates and. elders 


of mott of the churches within the colony; nor would 

admit to freedom any of their members. They prefied 

colonial uniformity in religion, till they became perfe- 
cutors *. Whatever apology may -be made for the treat- 

ment given to epifcopalians, baptifts and quakers, the 

colony cannot be cleared from the charge of perfe- 
cuting: that, however, will not juftify thofe who per- 
fecute with reproaches and ill-will the prefent genera- 
tion, now reprobating the intolerance of their forefathers, 
which at that period was, more or lefs, the ftain of moft 
religious parties. ** It was not peculiar to the Maffa- 
chufetts people to think themfelves- bound in confcience, 
to ufe the fword of the-civil magiftrate to convince, or 
cut off heretics, that fo they might not infe& the church, 
of injure the public peace ¢/’ “The true grounds of 
liberty of confcience, were not then known or embraced 
by many fects of chriftians. But remember that the 
Maffachufetts-Bay now furpafies the mother country, 
in its regard for the facred and civil rights of mankind. 
Tt not only. exempts thofe of other denominations from 
paying to the fupport of its own colonial. eftablifhments, 
the congregational churches; and has been a great num- 
ber_of years in this. laudable practice : but it protects all 


* Maffachufetts Records, in many placess = + Mr. John Calender’s 
Century Sermon, 
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proteftants without requiring any qualifying fubfcriptions 
or tefts, and excludes none by partial laws from the 
exercife of civil power. 3 
The government was in divers refpects abfolute. Both 
magiftrates and_ general court often judged and punifh- 
ed, in a fummary way, without a jury, according to 
difcretion, as occafions occurred. It was four years 
before it was enacted or ordered, that no trial fhould 
pafs upon any for life or banifhment, but by a jury of 
freemen: and wit 
violated even by the ee court. ‘They aaa. 
while fitting, legiflative, judicial, and executive powers 
~—a practice which muft ever be dangerous to the rights 


of a people, even when allowed to their own annual 
repreientatives. | 
The country at length grew uneafy at thefe proceed- 
ings; were fufpicious that the general court affected 
arbitrary. government ; and carneftly expected a body of 
laws \to diré€t and protect them in all their juft rights 
and privileges *. It was the more neceflary to comply 


with the prevailing expectation, for the bufinefs had been 


long in agitation: not only fo, but a great majority-of 
the inhabitants were not freemen, not being members of 
the congregational churches, or declining to take up 
their freedom, in order to fecure an exemption from 


ferving in civil offices. It was not, till 1648 that the 1648, 


basky of laws was digefted and printed. + 


' The conducét.of the colony on the one hand, and the 
inveteracy of the Englifh adminiftration on the other, 


would certainly have produced a revocation of the ~ 


charter, and probably the ruin of the plantation, hac 
o eee ae Records for. the 4th of November, 1646, Vol. I. 
. not 
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i i ; not the difturbances in England prevented. It became 
- He ii a favorite, upon the change that followed them; and, 
‘ Hid while Oliver Cromwell ruled, met with the utmoft in- 
a oa 4 dulgence. From 1640 to 1660, it, approached very 
a il near to an independent commonwealth *. ‘The houfe 
Sil of commons, in a memorable refolve of the roth of 
\ Hed March, 1642, pafled in favor of it, gives New Eng- 
4 Hi | Jand the title of kingdom +. The commiffioners for New 
Ly nll England, fent over by king Charles 11. affert in their 
wy ' ' narrative tf, that the colony folicited Cromwell to be de- 


clared a free ftate, which 1s not unlikely. 
It has been already mentioned, that all. the perfons 
pafling over to the Maffachufetts did not confine them- 


| 
| 
i felves to that colony. 
i 
i 


1635. Several families removed to Conneéticut river, by 
mutual agreement with their fellow emigrants that re- 
mained behind. Plantations were formed at Hartford, 
Windfr, and Weathersfield. Theinh bitants’ being foon 
after fully fatisfied, that they were out’ of the Maffa- 


‘chufetts limits, and of courfe jurifdichion, entered into 


1639. 4 combination among themfelves ; became a body poli- 
tic, without reftraining the freedom of their civil go- 
vernment to the memberfhip of their churches; and 
proceeded to the choice of magiftrates and -repre- 
fentatives. By the articles of government, it was de~_ 
termined that there fhould be annually two ceneral 
courts; and that no perfon fhould be chofen governor 


y ; - . 
more than once in two years. But it mutt be obferved, 
: that the fame year, in which the families removed from 


the Maflachufetts, Lords Say and Brooke, with. other 


# Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, Vol. IL. p. 2 and 3. + Ibid. Vol. I. 
Pe 13S + Hutchinfon’s Collettion, p. 420+ 
J 


gentlemen, 


de 
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gentlemen, Bring. plstainedls a grant, John Winthrop, 


_ éfq; was appointed governor, - ‘took poffeffion of, Con-’ 


necticut river, and began to erect a fort (which he'cailed 
Say-Brooke) to fecure the mouth of it. He was fup- 
plied with men, provifions | and all things neceflary, by 


a vefiél from England, fent by the granteés, which ar- 
rived the latter end of Noveniber!’ Some of the grantees. 
had in contemplation tranfporting themfelves, families 


and effects, to the territory they had obtained ;, but 


the defign of emigrating was laid afide, when fhatters 


began to take a new turn in their native country ; and, 
at length the agent, Mr. Fenwick, was authorized to 


- difpofe of their lands, which were purchaftd; in 1644, 


with” 
to preva 


| peer without any charter, or comm ion, or any ~ | 


by the people who had removed from the Maflachuffetts. 


os 
6 


Two large fhips arrived at the Maffachufetis-Bay 1637. 


ities from London. Great pains were taken 
‘upoh them to remain in the colony’ but they 


hoped by rémoving to a confiderable diftance, . to be 
out of the reach of a general governor, with whom the. 


; ‘country was then threatened. ‘They fent to their friends _ 


in Conneéticut to purchafe of the natives the lands lying. 
between them and Hudjon’s river. “They laid the founda- 
tion of a flourifhing colony, of which New Haven was: 


' the ~i They, as Connecticut formed a govern- 


, much like the Maffachufetts, by a a..voluntary 


thority whatfoever, from the crown: or other powers in” 
England. They admitted no one to any office civil or 
military, “or to have a voice in any election, except he 


~ was a member of one of the churches in New England. 
_. They had no jury, either in civil or criminal cafes. 


VOU sid -D Connecticut 


ot, at 
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Comefiicut and New Haven continued two diftiné co- 
lonies for many years. At length the general court of 
Conneéticut determined to prefer an addrefs and petition 
to Charles I. profeffing their fubjection and loyalty to 
his majefty, and foliciting a royal charter; and John 
Winthrop, efq; who had been chofen governor, was 
appointed to negotiate the affair with the king. He fuc- 

:662. ceeded and a royal charter was obtained, conftituting the 

- two colonies for ever one body corporate and politic. 
New Haven took the affair ill; and for fome time de- 
clined the union. But difficulties were amicably fettled 

1665. at lait, and the colonies united by agreement. | 

The royal charter eftablifhed a pure democracy.: 
Every power, as well deliberative as active, was invefted 
in the freemen of the corporation or their delegates, 
and the colony was under no obligation to communicate 
the aéts of their local legiflature to the king. It was 
the fame as to the royal charter, granted the next year 

to Rhode land and Providence Plantations ay 

1685. In July various articles of high -mifdemeanor. were 
exhibited’ againft the governor and company of Con- 
neéticut; and. orders. were given to iffue a writ of quo 
 warranto forthwith againft the colony. The next: year 

two writs were ferved by Mr. Randolph; and after them 
a third in December. This is taken notice of by the 
governor’ and company in their letter of Jan. 26, 
1636-7, wherein they mention their readineis to fubmit 
to his majefty’s royal commands ; and that, “if it be.to 
conjoin them with the other colonies and provinces under 
Sir Edmund Andros, it would be more pleafing than to 


* Chalmers’s Political Annals, under Conneéticut and Rhode- 
Tfland. | 
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be joined with any other province.” Such profeffed “ 
fubmiffion probably prevented the guo warrgnto’s being — 
profecuted with effect; and produced an order to Andros: 
to accept the furrender of the charter and the fubrniffion 
of the colony. Sir Edmund went ta Hartford in O&o- 
‘ber; but wHen at night he expected the charter would 
have been furrendered into his hands, the candle was 
blown. out, and the charter withdrawn from the table, 
carried off and fecreted by one of the company: whofe 

! extraordinary fervice was afterward rewarded, by the 
general affembly with five fhillings, agreeable to the 

_ plain fimple 1 manners of the people. He however pub- 
lifhed in the general court his orders and commifiion, 
which every one tacitly obeyed. He diffolved the for- 
mer government, and afiumed ‘the adminiftration, re- 
ceiving into his legiflative council the late governor and 
fecretary, for the better carrying on the bufinefs of the 
colony. The fubfequent revolution in England brought 
matters. -back, after a while, to their former courfe ; as - > 
the legal validity of the charter was admitted. : ‘Se 

The peopling of thefe three latt colonies was owing 

chiefly to the Puritan Minifiers, who, being filenced at 
home, repaired to New England, that they might enjoy. ie 
liberty of confcience; and drew after them vaft num- 
bers of. their friends and. favorers. They amounted 
to feventy-feyen before 1641; and though all were not _ 
perfons of the greateft learning and abilities, they had a 
better fhare of each than moft of their neighbouring clergy 
at that period; and were men of eminent fobriety and vir- 
tue, plain, ferigus, affectionate preachers, exaétly conform- 

© able. to the doétrines of. the church of Evgland, and la- 

bored much to promote a reformation of manners in 

D 2 their 
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their feveral parifhes. Many planters, who accom- 

- . paniéd or followed them, were gentlemen of " confidera- 
“ble fortunes and of no mean education, who fpent their 
eftates in New England, and were at the charge of 
bringing over many poor families, that were not able 

6f themfelves to bear the expente *. 

and clergy, collectively confidered, farnifhes fuch a 
glorious conftellation of characters, as would employ 

the pen of a firft-rate writer to do them juftice ; notwith- 
ftanding what has been above remarked of their govern- 


mental mittakes. 


The body of laity 


The dangers to which the New England colonies were 
early expofed, induced them to think of confederating 


for their mutual fafety. 


Articles were drawn up in 


1638; but they were not finifhed and ratified till the 
sone feventh of September 1643; from which time we are 
eer look upon Plymouth, Maffachu/etts, Conneéficut and 

New Haven as one body, in regard to all public tranf- 

aétions with their neighbours, though the private affairs 

of each colony were ftill managed by their own courts 


and magiftrates. 


- colonies. 


Pafs we on to the fettlement of the other New England 


Mr. Roger Williams, who facceeded Mr. Skelton, upon 

his deceafe, as paftor of the church at Salem, being: 
_panifhed from: the Maffachufetts, repaired with twelve 
163. comtpanions :to the- Narraganfet country, and had land 
given him by the Indian Sachem Canonicus ; of whom he 
afterward. purchafed the large tract, ~ lying between 
Pawtucket and Pawtuxet rivers (the great falls and the 
Kettle falls; as the Indian names‘fisnify,) and ftiled it 


|e Neale’s Hittory Of New England, Vol. I. 214217. 


Providence 
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Providence “ from a.fenfe of God’s merciful Providence 
to him in his diftrefs. cad He authority and - ‘power of 
Miantonomy,. another Sachem, and_his uncle Canonicus, 
awed all the Indians round to affift him and his few af- 
fociates, When the determinations of the Maffachufetts 
general court (occafioned, by what they called antino- 
mian difputes) banifhed many and induced others ta 
leave the colony, the heads of the party were entertained 
in a friendly manner by Mr. Williams; who advifed 1638, 
them to feck a fettlement on Rhode Ifland, and was very | 
inftrumental 3 in procuring it of the Indian Sachems. 

They, to the number of eighteen, incorporated them- 
felves, and began fettling the ifland. ‘’he plantations 
there and at Providence increafed apace, owing to the 
liberal “fentiments of the firft fettlers: and in 1643 Mr. 
Williams went to England as agent, and obtained “ a 1644, 
free and abfolute charter of incorporation of Providence zie 

and Rhode Jfand Plantations, empowering them to rule 

| themfelves, by that form they might voluntarily agree 
upon.” They agreed upon ademocratic. Mr. Willams 
juftly claims the honor of having been the firft le- 
eiflator in the world, in its latter ages, who effec- 
tually provided for, and eftablithed,” a free, full, and : 
abfolute liberty of confcience.. This was the chief caufe 
that united the inhabitants of Rhode Hand and. thofe of : 
Providence, and made them one, p opie, and one colony. | 
The foundation principle on which this colony was firth. Ae 
fettled, was, that “ every man who Jubmits peaceably to the 

ivil authority, may peaceably worfhip God according to the 
i ae of ‘his own confoience ‘without. moleftdtion,” os When 
the colony , ‘was applied to in 1656 by, the four United 
Colonies © to join them in taking effectual. methods to. 
go ¥ fopprets 
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fupprefs the quakers, and prevent their pernicious doc- 
trines being propagated in the country ;” the affembly 
feturned for anfwer * We fhall ftrictly adhere ta 
‘the foundation principle on which this colony was firft 
fettled.” 


1663, King Charles II, granted an ample charter, whereby 
July 
3. the colony was made a body corporate and politic, by 


the name of the Governor and Company of the Englifh 
Colony of K bode Ifland and Providence Plantations in New 
England in America, "The charter referved aes allegi- 
ance to the king, without the fmalleft fhare of the le- 
giflative or executive powers. 
168s. A writ of quo warranto was iffued out againft the co- 
lony, which was brought June 26, 1686. The aflembly 
determined not to ftand fuit. After the revolution, 
they were allowed by government to refume their char- 
ter, no judgment having been given againtt it. 

New Hampfhire and the Main were fettled about the 
fame time with the Mafachu/etts, by different proprietors 
‘who had obtained patents; and whofe views were to én- 

“rich themfelves, by the fifhing trade at fea, and the 
‘beaver trade afhore. Religion had little concern in 
the fettlements : but it had fome in the plantation of . 
Exeter, on the river Pafcataqua ; which was began by 
Mr, W, eclwright (a minifter banifhed from the Maffa- 


“ chufetts, on account of the antinomian diffenfions with 


faves 


3 which the colony was convulfed,) and by a number of 


his adherents. They formed themfelves into ‘a body 
politic, Three other diftingt covernments were alfo 
‘eftablifhed on the branches of the faid river. Thefe 
‘governinents, being altogether voluntary, had no fecu- 
amity as to their continuance ; and the feveral fettlers were 
3 too. 
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too divided in opinion to form any good general plan of " 
permanent adminiftration. Therefore the more con- 
fiderate among them treated with the Maffachufetts, 
about taking them under its protection; which fully 
fuited the wifhes of that colony, as it afforded the heads 
of it the opportunity of realizing the conftructionthey 
had puc upon a claufe of their charter, by which they 
extended their line, fo as to comprehend both New 
Hampfhire and the Main. ‘The bufinefs terminated -in 

the: incorportion of the two colonies, on condition that 
the inhabitants of each fhould enjoy equal privileges. 
They continued long united, and were of one heart. and 
mind in civil and religious affairs *. When feparated 
by the ‘king’s commiffion for the government of New 
Haimpfbire, the new affernbly at their firft:meeting, inva 
letter of March 25, 1680, to the governor of the Maf- 1686."" 
fachufetts, to be communicated to, the general court, , 
expreffed their full fatisfaction in the rpaft connection, 3 
grateful fenfe of the care that had been exerciied over 
them; and of their having been weil governed ; and.an 
unfeigned defire, that a mutual correfpondence between 
‘them might be fettled +. yn | 

.  The-towns in the proyince of Maz, after.a time, fell — 
into.a ftate of confufion. The Maffachufetts took that 
opportunity, for encouraging the difpofition which:pre- 
wailed in many of the:inhabitants:to.fubmit.to:their ju- 
rifdiétion; and, to forward their compliance, granted 1652. 
the people larger privileges than were enjoyed by their 
own; for they were all freemen ypon taking.the oath, 
whereas every where elfe no one could be made free, 
wniefs he was a church member. The province was. 
-® Hratehinfon’s Hitory, Vol. p.268, 0 t Thidep. 328) 
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made a county, by the name of York/bire: and the towns 
fent reprefentatives to the general court at Ba/tom. ‘Though 
the major part of the inhabitants were brought to con- 
fent to this regulation, great oppofition was made by 
fome principal perfons, who feverely reproached the 
Mafflachufetts, for ufing force in order to reduce the 
province : ' but the people experienced the benefit of 
it, -and were contented. They continued in union 
with the Maffachufetts until 1665, when a fhort {epara- 
tion commenced. 
You have now a {ketch of the fettlement of all New 
It. would have been far more concife, had it 
not been neceflary, to correct the miftakes frequently 


| committed, by thofe who publith on the fubje&t; and 


to remove the reproaches. caft upon the bulk of the in- 
habitants, on account of . their religious’ profeffion. 


‘Whether - there was any material difference between 


them and the other colonies, in regard to the opinion 


“ they entertained of their civil rights, you will be able | 


to obferve it ‘the courfe of your reading. Their judg- 


-ment in refpect to the exercife of parliamentary powers 


over them, may be further known by what Randolph 


wrote concerning thé Maflachufetts, in his narrative and 
__ keters, after the reftoration; from whence “ 7. /eems ta ~ 


1676. 


“have been a “general. opinion that atts of parliament had.na 


- other force, than what they. derived from aéts paffed by the . 
general court to oftablif or. confirm them.” 


Randolpp declared, “No law 1 is in force. or efteem there, . 
but fuch as are made by the general court; and there- — 
fore it is accounted a breach of their privileges, and-a 
betraying the liberties of the commonwealth to urge the 
obfervation of the laws of England.” —* No oath thall 


be , 
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‘be urged, or required to be taken by any perfon, but 
fuch oath as the general court’ hath confidered; allowed, 
and required.” There: is no notice taken of the ac 
of navigation, plantation, or any. other- laws made in 
England for the regulation of trade.” All nations have 
free liberty to come into. their ports; and vend their 
commodities without any reftraint; ‘in this as well as 
in other things, that government would make the world 
believe they are a free fate, arid do act in all matters 
accordingly.”—© The magiftrates have continually dif- 


obeyed his majefty’s command in his royal letters of © 


1662, 64, 65, 66, and thofe of March laft; ever referv- 


ing to themfelves a power to alter, evade and difannul 


any law or command not agreeing with their humor, 
or the abfolute authority of their government, acknow- 
ledging no fuperior.’—* He (the governor) freely de- 
clared to me, that the laws made by your majefty and 
ur parliament obligeth them in nothing, but what 
ififts with the intereft of the.colony; that the legifla- 
tive power is and abides in them /olely *.” 

The Maffachufetts general court, in a letter to their 


1679s 


agents, mentioned, that not being reprefented in parlia-_ 


ment, they looked not upon themfelves to be impeded 
in their trade by the acts of trade and navigation, and 
that thefe could not be obferved by his majefty’s fubjects 
in Maffachufetts without invading their liberties and pro- 
perties, until the general court made provifion therein 
bya law, which they did in OGober. Notwithftanding 


_ * See Hutchinfon’s Colleaion of papers, Pp P- 477506. The Maf- 
fachufetts aflembly in their anfwer to governor Hutchinfon in 1773 
‘quote the above paffages in fuch a manner and to fuch a purpofe, as 
exprefles their opinion of the truth of what Randolph declared. 
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fueh law, and a fubfequent order Feb. 15, 1681, * that 
the aé of navigation and the act for encouragement of 
trade, be publifhed in Bofton by beat of drum, and all’ 
claufes in faid acts relating to the plant2tion be ftrictly 
obferved,” Randolph complained to the commuffioners 
of the cuftoms in England, becaufe of their not being 
duly obferved. When the people found thernfelves in 
danger of a quo warranto, they agreed upon fuch emen- 
dations of their aéts of trade, as to make them accord 
in all things with the laws of England. But it was too 
late. A guo warranto was fent them, and brought by 


1683. Randolph, Nov. 3, 16833 and the next year a writ of 


ay feire facias was profecuted in the court of chancery 
againft the governor and company, and judgment given, 


that the charter fhould be atnihilated. Confidering the 
temper of Charles II. it is rather matter of aftonih- 


ment, that the fentiments and conduct of the Maffa- 


chufetts government did not provoke him to ‘vacate the 
charter much fooner. However mortifying, yet it 
would have been more prudent, to have declined con- 
tending with the king, when they knew that they mutt 
be vanquifhed, than virtually to bid him defiance. 
Such fubmiffion might not have faved them from the 
arbitrary government that followed, but could have 
been of no differvice, had there not been a fubfequent 


revolution: that event taking place, it would have been 


extremely beneficial. They might have been allowed 
to‘refiime their charter, nearly, if not wholly. 
Before we proceed tothe fouthward, let it be noted, 


3672. that in 1672 the Englifh parliament enacted by law, 


« That if any veffel, which by law may trade in the 


plantations, fhall take on board any enumerated com- 
modities, 
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modities, and a bond fhall not have been given with 
fufficient fecurity to unlade them in England, there 
(hall be renderéd to his ‘majefty, for fugars, tobacco, 
ginger, Cocoa nut, ‘indigo, logwood, fufuic, cotten wool, 
the feveral duties mentioned in the law, to be paid in 
fuch “places in the plantations, and to fuch officers as 
fhall be appointed to collect the fame: and for their 
bette? colleGion, it is enacted, that the whole bufinefs 
fall be managed, and the impotts be levied by officers 
‘appointed by the commiffionérs of the cuftoms in Eng- 
bie 4 This’ is thie firft act tae sae te cuftoms on the 
revenue > BReer:; . But ‘the Bett : afeeted ca 
Barbadoes, Virginia and Maryland, confideting the 
Taws of trade either as inconfiftent with their privileges, 
or deftructive of their infant ‘commerce, hefitated to 
obey, or eluded the provifions of the laws; and trafficked 
without reftraint, wherever hope of gain directed their 

navigators. Charles II. reprimanded them, and his 

fucceffors gave ftanding 1 inftructions upon the head, but 
without effec *, 

Governor Nicholfon of Maryland wrote to the board 
of trade, Auguft 1698, “ I have obferved that a great 
“many people in all thefe provinces and colonies, efpe- 
“cially in thofe under proprietariés, and the two others 
under Connééticut and Rhode Ifland, think that no law 
of England ought to be in force and binding to them 
without their own confent; for they foolifhly fay, they 
have no reprefentatives ferit from themfelvés to the par- 
> Hament, of England: and they look Upon all laws made 
r t England, ‘that put any reftraint upon them, to be 
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* Chalmers’ 9 Political Annals, Pears. 
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oreat’ hardfhips.”” Thefe were the colonial fentiments 
two years after paffing the famous declaratory att of 
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low. Molyneux’s Cafe of , Ireland, afferting openly 

the fame doétrines, was’ firft publifhed in F eb. 1697-8. 
The colony of New-York demands our next attention. 

The Dutch had fettled, and named it the New Netherlands. 


welnene Wn) tte 
: 
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March granted to his brother the duke of York, the 


four frigates and three hundred foldiers to effec the 


than: of rulers. Few. of the Dutch removed: and 


proprietary. — selartili 
1673. In July 1673, the Dutch repoffefied themfelves of the 


ftored. The validity of the grant, while the Dutch 
duke of York thought it prudent to obtain a new one. 


appointed governor, the Dutch refigned their authority 
to him in Oétober, Thus was New-York regained: 
but the inhabitants were again enflaved to the will of 
the conqueror ; for, being admitted to no {hare in the 
; | legiflaturey 


Nichols inftantly entered upon the exercife of his” 
power, as deputy governor of the duke of York, the 


province, by attacking it fuddenly when in a defencelefs 
ftate. By the peace in February following it was re- 
were in quiet pofieffion having been queftioned, the 


the following June: and Edmund Andros having been 


William and Mary, which you will find mentioned be- ~ 


1664. Charles II. refolved upon its conqueft in 1664) and in. 


ah 


region extending from the weftern banks of Connedti- — 
cut to the’eaftern fhore of the Delaware, together with — 
Long Ifand, conferring on him the, civil and military — 
powers of ‘government, Colonel Nichols was fent with | 


bufinefs. The Dutch governor being unable to. make — 
refiftance, the New Netherlands fubmitted to the Eng-_ 
lifh crown, ‘in September, without any other change 4 
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legiflature, they were id to laws, to which they had 
fever affented. ew sn 
To be relieved from a fervitude that had degraded 1631. 
the. colony; and now gave diffatisfaction to every one, 
‘the council, the court of affizes and the corporation 
of New-York, concurred in foliciting the duke, “ to 
! permit the people to participate in the legiflative power.” 
The duke, though ftrongly prejudiced againft demo- 
‘cratic affemblies, yet in expectation that the inhabitants 
would agree to raife money to difcharge the public 
debts, and to fettle fuch a fund for the future as might 
be fuficient for the maintenance of the government and 
| garrifon, informed the lieutenant-governor, in 1682, 16826 
that “ he intended to eftablifh the fame frame of go- 
| vernment as the other planrations enjoyed, particularly 
in the choofing of an affembly.” 
Mr. Dongan was appointed governor in September, 
| and inftruéted to call an affembly, to confift of a council 
of ten, and of ‘a houfe of reprefentatives, chofen by the 
- frecholder s, of the number of eighteen members. The 
| affembly was empowered to make laws for the people, 
agreeable to the general jurifprudence of the ftate of 
England, which fhould be of no force, however, with- 
out the ratification of the proprietary. ‘ Thus the in- 
habitants of New-York, after being ruled almoft twenty 
years at the will of the duke’s deputies, were firft ad- 
- mitted to participate in the legiflative power.” 
An affembly was called on governor Dongan’s arrival, 1683. 
| which paffed an act of general naturalization, in order 
to give equal privileges to the various kinds of people 
then inhabiting the province: together with an act 
- & declaring the liberties of the people;” as alfo one 
a oe : | “ for 
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« for defraying the requifite charges of government for’ 
a limited time.” The legiflature was convened once 
more in Auguft 1684, when it explained the laft act. 
Thefe feem to have been the only affemblies called prior 
to the revolution. 7 

When the duke became king of England, he refufed. 
to confirm that grant of privileges to which as duke he 


had agreed. He eftablifhed a real tyranny, and reduced 
New-York once more to the deplorable condition of 2. 


conquered piovince. | 

New Ferfey, which was alfo taken from the Dutch (who, 
were confidered as having no right to any of their fettle- 
ments in thefe parts of America) was included in the 


erant to the duke of York. ‘The duke difpoled of it 


to Lord Berkely and Sir George Carterei ; who, being fole 


proprietors, for the better fettlement of it, agreed upon 


certain conftitutions of government, fo well relifhed, 
that the eaftern parts were foon confiderably peopled. 
One of the ftipulations was, “ no qualified perfon,, 
at any time, fhall be any ways molefted, punifhed, dif- 
quieted or called into queftion, for apy difference. in 
opinion or practice in matters: of religious concernments, 
who does not actually difturb the civil peace of the 
province; but all and every fuch perfon and perfons, 
may, from time to time, and at all times, freely and 


z 


fully have and enjoy his and their judgments and con> 


fciences, in matters of religion, they behaying them: 


felves peaceably and quietly, and not ufing this liberty 
ro licentioufnefs, nor to the civil injury or outward dif- 


turbance of others; any law, fiatute, or claufe contained; 


or to be contained, ufage or cuftom of the realta of England, 


to the contrary thereof in any wife notwithfanding oH 


* Smith’s Hiftory of New-Jerfey, p. $13 
The 
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The lords proprietors further agreed, “ for the better 

- fecurity of all the inhabitants in the province-—That 

| they are not to mnpofe, NOR SUFFER TO BE IMPOSED, amy 
tax, cuftom, fubjidy, tallage, affefiment, or any other duty 

| whatfoever, upon any colour or pretence, upon the faid pro- 
vince and mbatitants thereof, other than what foall be im- 

— pofed by the authority and confent of the general affembly *.” 

- What can more ftrongly exprefs the then opinion of 
Lord Berkely and Sir George Carteret, as to the parlia- 
-ment’s having no right to tax the inhabitants of the 
province, poflefled by them as lords proprietors ! 
Lord Berkely fold his moiety of. the province to Yobu 1674. 
| Fenwick, in truft for Edward Byllinge and his affigns. 

_ After which the proprietors, £. Byllinge, William Penn, 
 Gawen Lawrie, Nicholas Lucas, and Edmond Warner, of 
the quaker perfuafion, agreed with Sir George Carteret 1646. 
upon. a divifion; and that his moiety fhould be called 
New Eaft-Ferfey and theirs New MWeft-Ferfey. The 
agreement refpecting the not impofing or fuffering to be 

- impofed any tax, (Fc. was adopted: the other ftipulation 
is worded fomewhat differently——°* No men, nor num- 
ber of men upon earth, hath power or authority to rule 
"over men’s confciences in religious matters; therefore it 
is confented, agreed and ordained, that no perfon or 

_ perfons whatfoever, within the province, at any time or — 
times hereafter, fhall be any ways, upon any pretence 
whatfoever, called in queftion, or in the leaft punifhed 
or hurt, either in perfon, eftate or privilege, for the 
fake of his opinion, judgment, faith or worfhip towards 

| God in matters of religion; but that all.and every fuch 
-perfon and perfons, may from time to time, and at all - 
| times, freely and fully have and enjoy his and their 
* Ibid. p. 517. | 
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judgments, and the exercile of their confciencés, in 
matters of religious worfhip, throughout all the pro- 
vince *.” It was -alfo agreed, “ that all eleétions be 
not determined by the common and confufed way of 
cries and voices; but by putting» balls into balloting 
boxes, to be provided for that purpofe, for the pre- 
vention of all partiality, and whereby every man may 
freely choofe according to his own judgment and honeft 


intention {.” | | 

Soon after, many quakers reforted to Weft-Ferfey from 
England, and the country filled apace. But the people 
early experienced the dreadful effects of arbitrary power. 
Major Andros, the governor of New-York; impofed 10 
per cent. on all goods imported at the Hoar-kill t, and 
demanded ¢ per cent. of the fettlers at arrival or after- 
ward, though neither Weft-Ferfey, nor the Hoar-kill, was 
legally under his jurifdiction. They complained of the 
hardfhip from. the firft, but bore it patiently, till about 
1630. 1680, when application was made to the duke of York, 
who referred the matter to the council, where it refted 
for a confiderable time,. and then was reported in their 
favor, and the duty ordered to be difcontinued. Among 
the atoument® ufed by Mefirs. William. Penn, George 
Huzrchinfon and others, chiefly if not all quakers, in the 
paper prefented to the duke’s commiffioners, were thefe, 
« Powers of government are exprefsly granted, in the. 
conveyance Lord Berkely made us; for that only could 
have induced us to buy it; and the reafon 1s plain, be- 
caufe to all prudent men, the government of any place 

* Smith, p. 528, §29¢ + Ibid. 536. . 
+ Corrupted by time into Whore-kill, ‘The names of many rivers,. 


in New-York government particularly, terminate with 4i//, which’ 
means both river and rivulet. 
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is more inviting than the foil; for what is good land 
without good laws ; the better, the worfe. And if we 
could not affure people of an eafy and free, and fafe 
government, both with refpect to their fpiritual and 
worldly property, that is, an uninterrupted liberty of 
confcience, and an inviolable poffeffion of their civil 
rights ‘and freedoms, by a juft and wife government, a 
mere wildernefs would be no encouragement; for it were 
a madnefs to leave a free, good, and improved country, 
to plant in a wildernefs ; and there adventure many 
thoufands of pounds, to give an abfolute title to another 
perfon to tax us at will and pleafure. Natural right and 
human prudence oppofe fuch doétrine all the world 
ever, as fays, “ that people, free by law under their prince 
at home, are at his mercy in the plantations abroad.” 
The king’s grant to the duke of York, is plainly re- 
ftrictive to the laws and government of England. Now, 
we humbly conceive, it 1s made a fundamental in our 
-conftitution and government, that the king of England 
cannot juftly take his fubjeéts goods without their con- 
fent: this needs no more to be proved than a principle ; 
tis jus indigene, an home-born right, declared to be 
law by divers ftatutes; as in the great charter, Ch. 2@, 
and 34. Hd. III. ch. 2; again 25 Ed. ch.7 *. To give 
up the power of making laws is to change the goyern- 
ment, to fell or rather refign ourfelves to the will of 
another; and that for nothing: for we buy nothing of 
the duke, if not the right of an undifturbed colonizing, 
with no diminution, but expectation of fome increafe 

* The manufcript copy contains a numper of authorities from 


Bracton, Fortefque, the Petition of Right,’ &c, See Smith, p. 120, 
the note. 
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of thufe freedoms and privileges enjoyed in our own 
country. We humbly fay, that we have not loft any 
part of our liberty, by leaving our country; but we 


tranfplant to a place, with exprefs limitation to erect no 


polity contrary to the eftablifhed government (of Eng- 
land), but as near as may be to it; and this variation 
is allowed, but for the fake of emergencies ; and that 
latitude bounded with thefe words, for the good of the 
adventurer and planter. This tax 1s not to be found in 
the duke’s conveyances, but is an after bufinefs. Had 
the planters forefeen it, they would fooner have taken 
up in any other plantation in America—[a plain inti- 
mation that no fuch tax was impoied in any other Ame- 
rican plantation.] Befide, there is no end of this 
power ; for fince we are by this precedent affefled with- 


out any law, and thereby excluded our Englith right of 


common aflent to taxes; what fecurity have we of any 
thing we pofiefs? We can call nothing our own, but 
ants at will, not only for the foil, but for all our 
perfonal eftates ; we endure penury, and the fweat of 
our brows, to improve them at our own hazard only. 
This is to tranfplant from good to bad. This fort of 
conduct bas defiroyed government, but never raifed one ta 
any true greatnels *.”’ ae 
The paper. prefented to the duke’s co: mmiffioners, 
evidently proves, that it was the opinion of thefe gentle- 
men, who were quakers, that no tax could be juftly 
impofed upon the inhabitants, without their own con- 
fent firft had, and by the authority of their own general 
affembly. The report of the council in favor of the 


aggrieved, and the relief that followed,. were virtual. 


* Smith, p. 117—123. 
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conceffions to the fame atpore.: This will not be judged _ 


wholly unprecedented by thofe who are acquainted with 
_ what happened relative to the county-palatine and city 


of Chefter in the 35th year of the reigon of Henry VIII. 1 


The inhabitants complained in a petition to the King, 


that for want of knights and burgeffes in the court of | 


parliament, they fuftained manifold damages, not only 
in their lands, goods and bodies, but in the civil 
and politic governance and maintenance of the common-~ 
wealth of their faid county: and that while they had 
_ been always bound by the aéts and ftatutes of the faid 
court of parliament, the fame as other counties, cities 
and boroughs, that had knights and bureeffes in faid 
court, they had often been touched and grieved with 
- aéts and ftatutes made within the faid court, as well de- 
_ rogatory unto the moft ancient jurifdiétions, liberties and 
| privileges of the faid county-palatine, as prejudicial unto 
the commonwealth, quietnefs and peace of his majefty’s 
| fubjeéts. They propofed to the king, as a remedy, that 
it would pleafe his highnefs, that it be enaéted, with the 
-affent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and by the 
commons in parliament affembled, that from the end of 
the feffion the county-palatine fhall have two knights 
_ for the faid county, and likewife two citizens to be bur- 
_ geffes for the city of Chefter. The complaint and 
! pees were thought to be fo juft and reafonable, that 
the relief for which they prayed was granted, and they were 
admitted to fend reprefentatives to parliament, to guard 
their interefts and to fecure their liberties and privileges. 
The reafons for my paffing from the Jerfeys to Vir- 
- ginia will foon be obvious. | 
| Be 2 Virginia 
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Virginia was the original name for all the Enelifh 
North American continental claims, given in honor to 
the virgin queen, Elizabeth. King James, being ap- 

plied to, granted letters patent to a body of gentlemen 
1606. on the 6th of April, 1606, with powers to divide them- 
felves into two diftint companies, the one confifting of 
London adventurers, called the firft or fouthern colony 
of Virginia; the fecond or northern colony, compofed 
of merchants belonging to Briftol, Plymouth, and 
Exeter. The territory granted to the firft or fouthern 
colony was generally called Virginia, without any dif- 
tinguifhing epithet; and retained that name after the 
fecond or northern colony obtained the name of New- 
England in 1614. — 

The London company applied their attention im- 
mediately to the forming of a fettlement, and fent off a 
hundred and ten emigrants, who arrived on the coaft of 

1607. Virginia April 29th, 1607: a party landed on the pro- 
montory, called, in honor of the prince of Wales, Cape 
Henry ; afterward proceeded to and took poffeffion of a 
peninfula in James-river, and. began a fettlement at 
‘Zames-town. The inftru€tions given by the company 
of proprietors, when they fent out their fecond fupply 
the following year, thow that the moft active projectors 
in England had for their chief objects difcovery and 
gain, rather than colonization. 

i609.- A new charter was obtained: many. of the firtt Bobi 

lity and gentry were added to the former proprietors, 
and were incorporated by the name of “ The Treafurer 
and Company of adventurers, of the city of London, for 
the firft colony of Virginia.” To them was granted in 
abfolute property the lands extending from Cape Com- 
fort 
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fort along the fea-coaft fouthward 200 miles, from the 

fame promontory 200 miles northward, and from the 

Atlantic weftward to the South-fea. The company was 

empowered to make ordinances for the colony, and for. 
thofe on the feas going thither. ‘There was granted to 

the treafurer and company and their affigns, a freedom 

‘from all fubfidies in Virginia for 21 years, and from all 

impofitions on importations and exportations to and 

from England, or any other of the king’s dominions, 

“© except only the five pounds in the hundred due for 

cuftoms.” Liittle was conceded to the emigrants by 

the charter; and much conferred on the corporation. | 
The colonifts were to be governed by the ordinances of 

a corporation refiding in England, in which they were 

not reprefented, and over the deliberations of which 

they had no control. The powers of the corporation 

were indeed controlable, as it was fubjeét to the fuper- 

intendence of the courts of juftice within the realm, - 
which could compel it to at agreeable as well to the 

grant, as to the laws of the ftate, 

The adventurers, warmed with golden dreams of 
great riches, foon fitted out nine fhips, with 500 emi- 
orants, and every neceflary for the eftablifhment of a 
permanent colony, excepting fuitable encouragement to 
the fettlers. Jord Delaware was appointed captain- 
general for life. Only feven veflels arrived fafe. 

When Mr. Smith, who had governed the colony, 
departed for England, he left behind him 500 perfons, 
of whom, what with bad management, diffenfions, 
attacks from the Indians, wafte of provifions, which occa 
 fioned a famine, &c. there remained only fixty of all ages. | 
and fexes, at the expiration of fix months. When Sir. 
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1610. Thomas Gates the lieutenant-governor arrived in May, 


and faw the calamitous fituation of affairs, he concluded 
on embarking the colonifts and failing for England: but 
before he could proceed to fea, Lord Delaware arrived 
with three fhips, bringing abundant fupplies, and car- 
ried back with him to James-town the feeble remains of 
the colony. He foon re-eftablifhed matters; but his 
health obliging him, he failed for England the beginning 


1611. of the fubfequent year, leaving about 200 colonifts, 


poffefied of health, plenty, and peace with their neigh- 
bours. After his departure they relapfed; but his fuc- 
ceffor, Sir Thomas Dale, arriving in May with more 
emigrants, cattle, and provifion for a year, things were 
again reftored. This fame year the adventurers ob- 
tained a new charter, by which the two former were 
confirmed, and they had alfo granted to them all the 
iflands fituated in the ocean, within 300 leagues of any 
part of the Virginia coaft. The corporation was now 
confiderably new modelled, and, in order to promote 
the effectual fettkement of the plantation, licenfe was 
given to open Jofteries in any part of England. The 
lotteries alone, which were the firft ever granted in 
England, brought 29,0001. into the company’s trea- 
fury. At length, being confidered as a national evil, 
they attracted the notice of parliament, were prefented 
by the commons as a grievance, and in March, 1620, 
fufpended by an order of council. 

Sir Thomas Gates was difpatched with fix large fhips, 


carrying 300 colonifts, roo cattle, and ufeful fupplies. 
He arrived in Auguft: and parties were fent out from 
James-town to form diftant fettlements. He returned 
1614, the beginning of 1614, and the adminiftration devolved 
ONCE — 
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once more on Sir Thomas Dale, to whom the Virginians 

owe the introduétion of landed property. In 1615, fifty 16:5. 
acres of land were granted to every emigrant and his 
heirs, and the fame quantity to every perfon imported — 
by others. Dale failed for England in the beginning of 
1616, giving up the truft to Sir George Yeardley, as 1616. 
deputy governor, and in this year the cultivation of to- 
bacco was introduced. It was originally carried from 
Tobago to England. Mr. Argal, anew deputy, arrived 

in May, 1617. He publifhed a variety of edicts, and OC 
was guilty of thofe avrongs and oppreffions, that the 
treafurer and council appointed 2’eardley captain- -general, 

and empowered him to examine into and redrefs eriev- 
ances. Sir George arrived April, 1619, bringing with 1619. 
him feveral inftru€tions favorable to freedom, and foon 
declared his intention of calling a general aflembly, which 
gave the greateft joy to men, who had been hitherto 
fubjected to the arbitrary orders of their prince, to the 


interefted ordinances of an Englifh corporation, or to 


the ‘edicts of a haughty governor; and who enjoyed _ 
none of thofe liberties which Englifhmen claim as their 
birth-right. | 
In June, Yeardley, purfuant to his inftructions from 
the company, iffued writs for the election of delegates, 
called burgeffes. The colony had been divided into 
feven hundreds or diftinét fettlements, which feemed to 
enjoy fome of the privileges of boroughs; and from 
this circumftance the democratic branch of the affembly 
has been called to this day the houfe of burgefies, though 
‘compofed almoft entirely of the reprefentatives of coun- 
ties. The aflembly, formed of the governor and council 
of ftate, who | were appointed by the treafurer and com- 
Evia | pany, 
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pany, and of the burgeffes chofen by the people, met 
together in one apartment, and tranfacted affairs like the 
parliament of Scotland of old, which mode continued till 
after the reftoration of Charles II. Thus convened, and 
thus compofed, the legiflature “‘ debated all matters 
thought expedient for the good of the whole.” ‘The 
laws were tranfmitted to England, for the approbation 
of the treafurer and company, without whole confirma- 
tion they were of no validity. The introduction of an 
alfembly was attended with the happieft effects. ‘The 
emigrants, for the firft time, refolved to fettle them- 
felves, and to perpetuate the plantation. ‘The aflembly 
thanked the company for their favor, and begged them 


“€ to reduce into a compendious form, with his majefty’s _ 


approbation, the laws of England proper for Virginia, 
with fuitable additions ;” giving as a reafon, “ that it 
was not fit that his fubjects fhould be governed by any 
other rules, than fuch as received their influence from 
him.” This year the treafurer and council received a 
letter commanding them to fend a hundred diffolute 
perfons (convicts) to Virginia.” They were accordingly 
tranfported ; “ and were at that period very acceptable 
to the colonifts,’ though the unlimited praétice of 
emptying the Englifh jails on the American conti- 
nent has of late years been complained of as a nuifance. 


3620. Lhe fubfequent year muft, on account of the intro- 


duction of 4/rican flaves into the colonies, be ftigma- 
tized as a much viler era. “The Hollanders were not 
then precluded by any law from trading with the colo- 
nies, A Dutch veflel carried to Virginia.a cargo of 


negroes, and the Virginians, who had themfelves juft 
a ftate of flavery, became chargeable 
with 
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with reducing their fellow-men to the condition of 
brutes. 

In July, the treafurer and company carried into exe- 1621. 
cution a refolution formerly taken, for eftablifhing a 
proper conftitution for the colony. The ordinance they 
pafled, declared, that there fhould be two fupreme 
councils in Virginia, the one to be called the council of 
ftate, to be appointed and difplaced by the treafurer 
and company, and which was to advife the eovernor 
in governmental affairs; the other was to be denomi- 
nated the general affembly, and to confift of the governor 
and council, and of two burgeffes, to be chofen, for the 
prefent, by the inhabitants of every town, hundred, and 
fettlement in the colony. The aflembly was to deter- 
mine by the majority of the voices then prefent, and to 
enact general laws for the colony, referving to the go- 
vernor a negative voice. “They were to imitate the laws 
and cuftoms, and judicial proceedings ufed in England. 
«« No aéts were to be in force till confirmed by the 
general court in England: on the other hand, no order 
of the general court was to bind the colony, till affented 
to by the affembly.” The company having offered 
territory to thofe who fhould either emigrate themielves, 
or engage to tranfport people to the colony, found this 
policy fo fuccefsful, that upward of 3500 perfons emi- 
erated to Virginia during this and the two preceding years. 

This year was remarkable for a mafflacre of the colo- 
nifts by the Indians, which was executed with the utmoft 
fubtilty, and without any regard to age, fex, or dignity. 
A well concerted attack on all the fettlements, deftroy- 
ed, in one hour, and almoft at the fame inftant, 347 
 perfons, who were defencelefs and incapable of making 
| . refiftance, 
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refiftance. The emigrants, notwithftanding the orders 
they had received, had never been folicitqus to cultivate 
the good-will of the natives, and had neither afked 
permiffion when they occupied their country, nor given 
a price for their valuable property, which was violently 
taken away. ‘The miferies of famine were foon fuper- 
added to the horrors of maffacre. Of eighty plantations, 


which were filling apace, only eight remained; and of 


the numbers which had been tranfported thither, no 
more than about 1800 furvived thofe manifold difafters. 

Frequent complaints having been made to king 
James of the oppreffions of the treafurer and com- 
pany, and the before-mentioned calamities being: attri- 
buted to their mifconduét or neglect, it was determined 
that a commiffion fhould iffue to inquire into the affairs 
of Virginia and the Somer-ifles, from the earlieft fettle- 
ment of each. Upon the report of the commiffioners, 
the king concluded on giving a new charter, and re- 
quired of the company the furrender of former grants, 
which being refufed, a writ of guo-warranto iffued in 


1623. November, againft the patents of the corporation: and 


judgment was given by the court of King’s-bench againtt 


1624.the treafurer and company, in Trinity-term, 1624. 


Thefe proceedings were fo conformable to the general 
ftrain of the arbitrary adminiftration of that reign, that 
they made little impreffion at the time, though the Vir- 
ginia company was compofed of perfons of the firft qua- 
lity, wealth, and confequence in the nation.” ‘The com- 


pany probably would not have exercifed fo tame and 
fubmiffive a fpirit, had they not been wholly difappoint- 
ed in their vifionary profpeéts, and met with confider- 
able loffes, inftead of acquiring enormous profits. They 


had 
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had obtained from individuals, who fported in their lot- 
teries from the hope of fudden riches, £. 29,000: but 
the tranfportation of more than gooo Englifh fubjects 
had coft them £. 150,000. They did not however 
abandon the colony in its diftrefs, while they continued 
a corporation. ‘Timely fupplies were fent from England 
to the Virginia fettlers, which fo animated them, that 
they carried on an offenfive war againft the Indians, 
purfued them into their faftneffes, and drove them from 
the neighbourhood of thofe rivers, where they had fixed 
their own plantations.. 
As to king ames, he “ affuredly confidered the co- 
_lonies as acquired by conqueft; and that they ought to 
be holden of his perfon, independent of his crown or 
political capacity; and might be ruled according to his 
good will, by prerogative: and he endeavoured, agree- 
able to the ftrange ceconomy of his reign, to convert 
them into a mere private eftate, defcendable to his per- 
fonal heirs *.” | 

The Virginia company being diffolved, James took 
the colony under his immediate dependence, which oc- 
cafioned much confufion. Upon his death king Charles, 
being of the fame judgment with his father as to the 
government of Virginia, determined to tread ‘in the 
fame fteps. In May he named a new governor and 
council for Virginia, and invefted them with an autho- 
rity fully legiflative and arbitrary. They were em- 
powered to make and execute laws, to impole taxes, 
and enforce payment. Neither the commiffion nor 
inftru€tions mentioned exprefsly, or even alluded to an 

* See Chalmers’s Political Annals under the head of Virginia, for 


many of the preceding and fubfequent articles refpeCting that colony. 
affembly, 
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affembly, to the laws of England, or to the acts of 
the provincial legiflature, as a rule of government. 
They were required to tranfport colonifts into England, 
to be punithed there for crimes committed in Virginia. 
This fyftem increafed the colonial diffatisfaction, which 
continued for years, till the Virginians received a letter 
containing the royal affurance, that © all their eftates, trade, 
freedom, and privileges, fhould be enjoyed by them tn 
as extenfive a manner, as they enjoyed them before the 
recalling of the company’s patent.” On this they were 
reconciled, and began again to exert themfelves in 
making improvements *. | 

Being left for fome years in a manner to themfelves, 
they increafed beyond expectation. They remained 
under the adminiftration of their late governors, and 
other officers, who refpeéted their privileges becaufe 
they loved the colony. The governor, whom Charles 
had been anxious to appoint, had no opportunity of 
exercifing thofe illegal and extraordinary powers with 


1627. which he had been invefted.. His death in 1627 put 


an end to his authority, and prevented the colony's 
feeling its full extent. His fucceflor ‘Fobn Harvey, eqs 


1629. was nominated in March 1629; and his commiffion 


and inftruétions were precifely the fame with thofe of 
the former. He departed foon after for Virginia. The 
{pirit of his adminiftration was an exact counterpart of 
what ‘had too long prevailed in England. He was fe- 
vere in his extortions, proud in his councils, unjyuft and 
arbitrary in every department of his government. The 
Virginians, roufed almoft to madnefs by opprefiion, feized 
-and fent him prifoner to England, accompanied with 


* Bland’s Inquiry into the rights of the Britifh colonies. 


two 
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two deputies, to reprefent their grievances and his mif- 
conduét, His behaviour was fo thought of, that he 
was honored with a new commiffion which confirmed 
former powers, and he was {ent back to Virginia in 
April 1637. After that, his government was fo excef- 1637 
fively oppreffive and cruel, that the complaints of the | 
colonifts became at Jength too’ loud to be longer ne- 
elected, and his commiffion was revoked in Jan. 1638-9. 1639 
During his ten years adminiftration, the Virginians were 
ruled rather as the vaffals of an eaftern defpot, than as 
fubjects entitled to Englifh liberties; but it is to their 
credit, that, having tafted the fweets of a fimple govern- 
ment, they oppofed with a firm fpirit, during the reign 
of Charles, the attempts of thofe who endeavoured to 
revive the patents, and to reftore the corporation. 

Sir William Berkely was appointed governor the be- 1639. 
ginning of 1639. His inftructions evidenced a pro- 
digious change in colonial policy, which mult be partly 
afcribed to the then ftate of affairsin England. He was 
dire&ted to furmmon all the burgeffes of the plantations, 
who with the governor and council were to conftitute 
the grand affembly, with power to make acts for the 
government of the colony, as near as might be to the 
laws of England—to caufe fpeedy juftice to be admi- 
niftred to all, according to Englifh forms—and to forbid 
all trade with foreign veflels except upon neceffity. 
Thus were the Virginians reftored to that fyftem of 
freedom, which they had derived from the Virginia 
company, and which the writ of guo warrante had in- 
volved in the fame ruin with the corporation itfelf. 

- Civil diffenfions however took place, which were imn- 
bittered by religious differences, and inflamed by acts 
made 
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made to prohibit the preaching of the doctrines of the 
puritans. The difcontented party prefented a petition 
to the houfe of commons, in the name of-the affembly, 
¢ praying for the reftoration of the ancient patents and 
corporation government.” But the governor, council, 
and burgeffes, no fooner heard of the tranfaction, than 
they tranfmitted an explicit difavowal of it. They fent 
alfo an addrefs to king Charles, acknowledging his 
bounty and favor toward them, and earneftly defiring 
:642. to. continue under his immediate protection. In 1642 
they declared in the form of an aét, “ that they were 
born under monarchy, and would never degenerate from 
the condition of their births, by being fubject to any 


other government.’ Nothing could be more acceptable 
than this aét, which being prefented to the kine at York, 
drew from him an anfwer, in which he gave them the 


fulleft affurances, that they fhould be always immediately 
dependent upon the crown, and that the form of go- 
vernment fhould never be changed. 

They remained wunalterably attached to the caufe of 
their fovereign. But when the Commons of England had 
triumphed over their European opponents, their attention 
was turned to the plantations ; and an ordinance was pafied 

1650. in Odtober 1650, “ for prohibiting trade with Barbadoes, 
Virginia, Bermuda, and. Antego.” It recited, that “ in 
Virginia, and other places in America, there are colo- 
nies, which ‘were planted at the coft, and fettled by the 
people, and by the authority of this nation, which ought 
to be fubordinate to, and dependent upon England— 
that they ever have been, and ought to be, fubject to 
fuch laws and regulations as are, or fhall be made by 
the parliament—that divers acts of rebellion have been 

committed 


re 
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| committed by many perfons inhabiting Virginia, whereby 


they have fet up themfelves in oppofitton to this common- 


wealth.” It therefore declared them “ notorious rob- 
bers and traitors.” Perfons in power generally reafon 
alike againft thofe who oppofe their authority, and dit- 


pute the legality or equity of their meafures, whatever 
might be their own fentiments when in a lower ftation, 


and while agerieved by fuperiors. The ordinance au- 
thorized the council of ftate to fend a fleet thither, and 


to grant commiffions to proper perfons to enforce to 


obedience all fuch as ftood oppofed to the authority of 
parliament. In confequence hereof commiflioners were 
appointed, and a powerful fleet and army detached, to 


reduce all their enemies to fubmiffion. They were to 


—ufe their endeayours, by granting pardons and by other 
peaceful arts, to induce the colonifts to obey the ftate of 
England: but, if thefe means fhould prove ineffectual, 
| then they were to employ every act of hoftility; to free 
| thofe fervants and flaves of mafters oppofing the go- 
| vernment, that would ferve as foldiers to fubdue them ; 
_ and to caufe the aéts of parliament to be executed, and 
juftice to be adminiftered, in the name of the common- - 


wealth. After the arrival of the commiffioners with 


the naval and military force, the Virginians refufed to 


fubmit, till articles of furrender had been agreed upon, 
by which it was ftipulated, ““ The plantation of Vir- 


 ginia, and all the inhabitants thereof, fhall enjoy fuch 
freedoms and privileges as belong to the free people of 


England. | The general affembly, as formerly, fhall 
convene, and tranfaét the affairs of the colony. The 
people of Virginia fhall have a free trade, as the people 
of England, to all places, and with all nations, Vir- 
ginia 
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ginia fhall be free from all taxes, cuftoms, and impo- 
fitions whatfoever; and none fhall be impofed on them 
without confent of the general affembly; and neither 
forts nor caftles fhall bé erected, nor garrifons main- 
tained without their confent *.” 

The hardfhips the Virginians experienced from re- 
ftri€tions on their trade under Over Cromwe 
with their attachment to the royal family, induced 
them to feize the occafion of the death of the protec- 
tor’s governor, for applying to Sir William Berkely, who 
had lived privately during the revolutions of the day, 
to refume the government of the colony, to which he 
confented, on their folemnly promifing to venture their 
lives and fortunes with him for Charles I. 
they had heard of the death of Cromwell, Charles was 
proclaimed by them king of England, Scotland, Ireland, 
and Virginia. During the dittrefics to which t 
were expofed in England prior to this event, they reforted 
to that colony, fo that Wirginia contained about 30,000 
perfons at the reftoration. Sir Willtam Berkely, in his 
anfwer to the inquiries of the lords of the committee 

1671,0f the colonies writes, June 20,2671) “6 therey are 
40,000 perfons, men, women, and children, 2000 black 
flaves, and 6000 chriftian fervants for a fhort time.” 
You will not have your good opinion of him 
for his adding—<‘ 1 thank God there are no free {chools, 
nor printing, and I hope we fhail not have them thetfe 
hundred years. For learning has brought difobedience, 
and herefy, and feéts into the world, and printing has 


together 


Before 


ne royalifts 


ightened 


* Bland’s Inquiry into the rights of the Britith colonies. 


divulged 
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divulged them and libels againft the beft government. 
God keep us from both * !” 

You will remark, that, however zealous the Virgini- 
ans were to honor the Charles’s with their loyalty, they 
boldly declined complimenting king, commonwealth, 
and protector, with their liberties. 

Maryland comes now to be confidered. 

Sir George Calvert was one of the original affociates 
in the great Virginia company, and continued a mem- 
ber of that corporation during its exiftence: and, as 
fecretary of ftate, he acted as one of the committee of 


council for the affairs of the plantations while James I. 
lived. Sir George, in his reign, having thought proper 


to alter his religious fentiments and embrace popery, 
ingenuoufly avowed the change. The king pleafed 
with his fincerity, granted him a part of Newfoundland, 


which the French at length obliged him to abandon. 
His majefty further teftified his regard, by creating 


him lord Baltimore of Ireland. King Charles, to com- 


| penfate for his lofs of the Newfoundland territory, gave 


him a grant of the country on the north fide of the 
Che/apeak-bay. 
His lordfhip died April 15, 1632, before the patent 


was made out; on which his fon Cecil took it out in 


his own name the June following. Charles, in honor 


to his royal confort Henrietta Maria, named the colony 


Maryland; and, being defirous of gratifying the pro- 


prietary all in his power, invefted him with as much 
fovereignty as could well confift with an immediate fub- 


) jection to the crown of England. His lordfhip, with 


the affent of the freemen or their delegates, whom he 


* Chalmers’s Political Annals, under Virginia, 
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was required to affemble for that purpofe, might make 
laws of what kind foever for the province,. fo that they 
were not repugnant, but agreeable to the jurifprudence 
and rights of the realm of England; and he was au- 
thorized to execute the ats of the affembly.. There 
was no claufe in the charter obliging him to tranfmit 
their aéts to the king for approbation or difient: nor 
any faving of the royal interference in the government 
of the colony. Charles referved to himfelf, and his 
heirs for ever, impofts, duties, and cuftoms, which the 
colonifts were bound to pay; but declared in the fame 
charter, “© We, our heirs and fuccefiors, fhall at no 
time fet and make, or caufe to be fet, any impofition, 
cuftom, or taxation, on the inhabitants of ‘the province, 
for their lands, goods, tenements, or chattels, within the 
faid province.” By this claufe the king covenanted for 
himfelf, heirs, and fuccefiors, that, having referved for ever 
the impofts, duties, and cuftoms, he would not contri-- 
bute toward fetting upon the inhabitants any impofition, 
cuftom, or taxation, for their lands, goods, tenements, or 
chattels, within the faid province; and therein bound both | 
Liméelf and them) not to affent to any bill fubjeGting the 
: ahabitants te an internal taxation by an external | 
The firft emigration confiftec of two hundred gentle- 
men of confiderable fortune and rank, with their ad- 


egiflation. 
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herents, chiefly Roman Catholicks, who hoped to enjoy 


f 
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liberty of confcience, under 2 proprietary of their own - 
profeffion. They failed from England in November, 


and landed in Maryland the beginning of 1633. Go- 


vernor Calvert, brother to lord Baltimore, very wifely 
and juftly purchafed, by prefents of vatious goods, the 


rights of the Indians, and with their free corifent took 
“ss wie : - poffeffion 
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| pofeffion of ‘their town, which he called St. Mary’s, 
The country was fettled with fo much eafe, and fur- 
nifhed with fo many conveniences, that emigrants re- 
paired thither in fuch numbers, that the colony foon 
| became populous and flourifhing. A third affembly of 
| freemem was held at St. John’s in. February 1638-9, 1639] 
'when an act was pafled, for eftablifhing the houfe of 
affembly.” It enacted, that thofe who hall be eleéted 
-purfuant to writs. ified, hall be called burgeffes, and 
fhall fupply the place of the freemen who chofe them— 
that the gentlemen fummoned by the fpecial writ of the 
proprietary, and thofe freemen who shall not have voted 
at any of the elections, together with the governor and 
| fecretary, fhall be called, “ the houle of affembly”— 
ithat all aéts affented) to by that body, fhall be deemed 
‘of the fame force; as if the proprietary and freemen 
had been perfonally prefent. Slavery feems to have 
gained an early eftablifhment in Maryland, for an act 
of this affembly defcribes “* the people” to confift of all 
chriftian inhabitants, ‘« flaves only excepted.” The 
perfecuting laws which were paffed by the Virginians, 
foon after this period, againft the puritans, made the 
latter emigrate in confiderable numbers to Maryland, 
that they might enjoy, under a popifh proprietary, that 
liberty of confcience of which they were deprived by 


fellow proteftants. . 

- In 1642 the burgeffes * defired that they might be 1642s 
feparated, and fit by themfelves, and have a negative”’— 

fuch was their progrefs: in entertaining: yuft conceptions 

of their own democratic rights. The governor did not 
grant their requeft; but they were afterward more fuc- 
cefsful. The affembly of 1649 was affuredly divided 1649 
dh F 2 into 
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into two parts, and tranfacted bufinefs in the form of 
an upper and lower houle. That affembly which con- 
vened in April enaéted, that no perfons profefling to 
believe in Jefus Chrift fhall be molefted in refpect of 
their religion, or in the exercife thereof, or be compelled 
to the belief or exercife of any other religion againft 
their confent, fo that they be not unfaithful to the pro- 
prietary, or confpire againit the civil government—that | 
thofe reproaching any with opprobrious names of re- 
ligious diftinétion, fhall forfeit ten fhillings to the per- 
fons injured—that any one fpeaking reproachfully againit 
the blefied. Virgin, or the apoftles,. fhall forfeit five 
pounds—but blafphemy againft God fhall be punifhed — 
swith death. 

1650. In 1650 a law was pafied “ for fettling this prefent 
affembly.”? It enacted, that thofe who were called by 
fpecial writ fhall form the upper houfe—that thofe who 
were chofen by the hundreds fhall compofe the lower 
houfe—-and that all bills which fhall be affented to by 
the two branches of the legiflature thus eftablifhed, 
and affented to by the governor, fhall be deemed the 
laws of the province, and have the fame effect as if the 
freemen were perfonally prefent. There was alfo pafied 
«an a&t againft raifing money without the confent of 
the affembly.” It mentioned, “ That no taxes fhall be 
affefed or levied on the freemen of the province with- 


out their own confent, or that of their deputies, firft 
declared in a general affembly.” ‘The printed words 
and early date of this Maryland aét demand particular 
notice. ‘Che atts of the general affembly and governor 
were of the fame force in their own province, as atts of 
parliament in England; and could not be repealed with- 

| out 
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out the concurring affent of the proprietary, or his de- 
_ puty, with the other two eftates. 
Carolina follows Maryland in the order of exiftence. 
A few adventurers emigrated from the Maffachufetts, 
| and fettled round Cape Fear, about the time of the 
 reftoration. They confidered mere occupancy, with a 
transfer from the natives, without any grant from the 
king, as a good title to the lands which they pofleffed. 
| They deemed themfelves entitled to the fame “ civil 
privileges” as thofe of the country whence they had 
emigrated. For years they experienced the complicated 
miferies of want. They folicited the aid of their 
| countrymen: and the general court, with an attention 
and humanity which did it the greateft honor, ordered 
an extenfive contribution for their relief. But the final 
fettlement of the province was effected equally through. | 
the rapacity of the courtiers of Charles II, .and_ his 
own facility in rewarding thofe, to whom he was greatly 
indebted, with a liberality that coft him litte. The. 
pretence, which had been ufed on former occafions, of. 
a pious zeal for the propagation of the gofpel among the. 
Indians, was fuccefsfully employed to procure a grant 
| of the immenfe region, lying between the 36° of north 
 Yatitude, and the river St. Matheo Wncles the. 317.4 
March 24, 1663, this territory was erected into a pro- 1663- 
vince by the name of Carolina; and conferred on Lord, . 
Clarendon, the Duke of Albemarle, Lord Craven, Lord 
Berkeley, Lord Afbley, Sir George Carteret, Sir tohn Colletcn, 
and Sir William Berkeley, as abfolute lords proprietaries 
for ever, faving the fovereign allegiance due to the. 
crown. ‘Lhe charter feems to have been copied from... 
that of Maryland, fo extenfive in its powers, and . 
Bias noble — 
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noble in its privileges. The noblemen held their firft 
meeting in May; and, at the defire of the New England 
people above-mentioned, publifhed propofals to all that 
-would plant in Carolina. They declared, that all per- 
‘fons fettling on Charles-river, to the fouthward of Cape 
Fear, fhould have power to fortify its banks, taking’ 
the oath of allegiance to the king, and fubmitting to 

he government of the proprietaries—that the emigrants 
might prefent to them thirteen perfons, in order that 
they might appoint a governor and a council of fix for 
three years—that an aflembly, compofed of the governor, 
the council, and delegates of the freemen, fhould be 
called as foon as circumftances would allow, with power 
to make laws, not contrary to thofe of England, nor of 
any validity after the publication of the difient of the 
proprietaries—that every one fhould enjoy the moft per- 
feé&t freedom in religion—that during five years, every 
freeman fhould be allowed one hundred acres of land, 
and fifty for every fervant, paying only an half-penny 
an acre—and that the fame freedom from cuftoms, 
which had been confirmed by the royal charter, ‘, fhould 
be allowed to every one. 

The proprietaries appointed Sir William Berkel ey, then 
governor of Virginia, general fuperintendent of the 
affairs of the county of Albemarle, within the bounda- 
ries of which, a {mall plantation, of the New Englanders 
probably, had been eftablifhed for fome years, on the 
north eaftern fhores of the river Chowan. Sir William 
Berkeley repaired to the county, confirmed and granted 
lands on the conditions before-mentioned, appointed 
Mr: Drummond the firft governor, and likewife other 
officers, and then yeturned | to Virginia, 
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The aflembly of 1666, being diffatisfied with the 
tenures by which they held their lands, petitioned the . 
proprietaries, that the people of Albemarle might hold 
their poffeffions on the fame terms on which the Vir- 
ginians enjoyed theirs, and were gratified. | 

_ The proprictaries appointed fobu Yeamans, a refpecta- 1665; 
ble planter of Barbadoes, commander in chief of Cla- 
rendon county, ftretching from Cape Fear to the river 
St. Matheo; and he was at the fame time created a 
baronet. To fecure its profperity, the fame powers 
were conferred, and the fame conftitution eftablithed, 
as thofe which had. made Albemarle happy. 

‘A fettlement was alfo now projected to the fouthward 
of Cape Romain, which acquired the name of Carteret. 
Thus a variety of feparate and independent colonies, 
each of which had its own government, its own affembly, 
its own cuftoms and laws, were eftablifhed in Carolina. 

In June the proprietaries. obtained a fecond charter, 166s. 
which recited and confirmed the former. ‘They were 
enabled to make laws for the province, with the conient 
of the freemen or their delegates: and likewife to grant 
titles of honor by the creation of a nobility. No one 
prerogative of the crown was referved, except the fove- 
reign dominion. 

Samuel Stevens efg; was appointed governor. .of 1667. 
Albemarle in OGtober, and was commanded to ac& 
agreeable to the advice of a council of twelve, the one 
half of which he was to appoint, the other was to be 
chofen by the affembly.. The affembly was to be com- 
pofed of the governor, the council, and twelve delegates 
chofen annually by the freeholders. Various regulations 
prayed for the fecurity of property; and no taxes” 
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were to be impofed without the confent of the affembly, 
The proprietaries might mean no more, than that nei- 
ther they, nor the governor and council, fhould impofe 


mode of expreffion tended to confirm the people at 


taxes which had not the confent of their own affembly. 
The fettlers had their lands confirmed, and granted to 
be now held by the free tenure of foccage, exprefiing 


a certain rent and independence. All men were declared 
entitled to equal privileges, on taking the oath of alle- 
giance to the king, and of fidelity to the proprietaries. 


above-mentioned was convened: when it was enacted— 
« none fhall be fued, during five years, for any caufe 
of action arifing out of the country—and none fhall 
accept a power of attorney, to receive debts contracted 
abroad.” Hence this colony was long confidered as 


the refuge of the criminal, and the afylum of the fugi- 
tive debtor. 


The proprietaries, at length diffatisfied with every 


fyftem which they had hitherto devifed for the govern- 
ment of their province, figned, in July, a body of fww- 
damental conftitutions compiled by the celebrated Locke, 
giving as a reafon, “ That we may eftablifh a govern- 


ment agreeable to the monarchy of which Carolina is a 
part, and may avoid making too numerous a democracy.” 
By this edict a palatine was to be chofen from among 
the proprietaries for life ; who was to act as prefident of 
the palatine court, compofed of the whole; which was 
intrufted with the execution of the powers of the char- 
ter. A body of hereditary nobility was created, and 
; pot ber ae ges denominated 


taxes without the confent of the affembly: but the - 


large in the opinion of their being exempted from all — 


1669. Tt was not till 1669 that an affembly conftituted as _ 
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denominated landgraves and caciques; the former were 
to be invefted with four baronies, each confifting of 
12,000 acres; the latter to have two, containing one 
half of that quantity : and thefe eftates were to defcend 
with the dignities infeparably. There were to be as 
many landgraves as counties ; and twice as many Caciquesy 
but no more. Two fifths of the counties, ftyled figni- 
ories and baronies, were to be pofleffed by the nobility ; 
the other three fifths, called the colonies, were to be left 
among the people. 

The provincial legiflature, dignified with the name of 
parliament, was to be biennial, and to confift of the 
proprietaries, alias landgraves, or the deputy of each, 
of the cacique nobility, of the reprefentatives of the 
freeholders of every diftrict, who were to mect in one 
apartment, and every member to enjoy an equal vote: 
but no bufinefs was to be propofed till it had been de- 
bated in the grand council, whofe duty it was to pre- 
pare bills for the parliamentary confideration. The 
grand council was to be compofed of the governor, the 
nobility, and the deputies of the proprietaries, thefe 
being abfent; and was invefted with the executive of 
the province. The church of England alone was to be 
allowed a public maintenance by parliament; but every 
congregation might tax its own members for the fup- 


port of its own minifters; and to every one was allowed 
perfect freedom in religion. However the moft de- 
grading flavery was introduced, by invefting in every 
man the property of his negro *. 3 
Thefe conttitutions, confifting of 120 articles, and 
coptaining a great variety of perplexing regulations, 
* Locke’s Works, Vol. IV. p. 519, &¢. 1779 
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were declared to be the facred and unalterable rule of 
‘government in Carolina for ever: and yet they were 
never altogether adepted. The parties engaged in this 
act of legiflation fhould have ‘reflected, that the inhabi- | 
tants had fettled on conditions, which it was no longer — 
in.their power to abrogate ; and that, in the forms of 
government which had been actually eftablifhed, the 
people had acquired an intereft which could not be taken 
away without their confent. 

1670. A number of emigrants were fent in January, under 
William Sayle, F{q; appointed governor of that part of the 
coaft which lies fouth-weftward of Cape Carteret, to form 
a colony at Port-Royal. They arrived fafe: and as’ it 
was found impracticable to conform to the conftitutions, 
it was determined to keep as clofe to them as poffible. 
Sayle dying, Sir Yohn Yeamans had his command :ex- 

1671. tended.to and over this colony,.in Auguft, 1671. This 
year, planters reforted from Clarendon on the north, and 

Port-Royal on the fouth, to the banks of A fhley-river, 
for the convenience of pafture and tillage; and laid on 
the firft high land the foundation of old Charles-Town. 
The proprietaries promulgated temporary laws, till 
through a fufficient number of inhabitants, government 
could be admuniftered according to the fundamental 
conftitutions. “The temporary laws were of no long 
duration, being derided ‘by:a people without whofe con- 
fent they had been eftablifhed. 

1674. In May, Yofeph Weft efq; was appointed governor of 

the fouthern colony, in the room of Sir John Yeamans, 
with whofe condu& the proprietaries were diffatisfed, 
But the difficulty of eftablithing the colony was not 
overcome for years 5 not till people repaired to it at 

their 
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their'own expence, and men of eftate ventured thither 
under the full perfuafion of being fairly treated. In 
expectation of fuch treatment, the diffenters, being 
harafled by perfecutions in England, and dreading a 
popith fucceffor, emigrated to Carolina in great num- 
bers, and made-a confiderable part of the inhabitants. 
They acquired the honor of introducing religion into 
the province, while they ftrengthened it alfo by their 
perfonal acceffions. But the odevifinis appearances of 
the country inviting over many of a very different ftamp, 
after a while difturbances followed. 
The planters being informed, that the Owfer-point, fo 
_ delightfully formed by the confluence of the rivers 
-Afbley and Cooper, was more convenient than what 
was fixed upon eight years before, and the proprictaries 


encouraging their inclination, they began to remove, 
and in the tpebegaene year laid the Gundation of the 1680, 
prefent Charles-town, and built thirty houfes. It was 
inftantly declared the port for the purpofes of traffic, 
and. the capital for the adminiftration of government. 
Tt was long unhealthy ; ; but the adjacent country being 
now cleared and >cultivated, it is allowed to enjoy the 
gnott falubrious air of Carolina. 

Though the province had been formed into manors 
and baronies, it was not till 1682, that it was divided 1682, 
into three counties. In the Autumn of this year, go- 
vernor Weft held a parliament; and afterward immedi- 
ately refigned his adminiftration to Mr. Jofeph Moreton, 
Thence oomennua a reiterated change of governors. 
Kyrle, Weit, Quarry, Moreton, were fucceffively ap- 
pointed. There was a fimilar change of every public 
officer. “Thefe changes produced turbulency and faction. 
: : But 
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But prior to this period, an infurreétion broke out in, 


1677. the colony of Albemarle, in December, 1677. At the 


end of two year’s fuccefsful revolt, Culpeper, who was, 
deeply concerned in the bufinefs, was difpatched with 
another perfon to England with a promife of fubmiffion to 
the proprietaries, on certain conditions. When about 
to return, after executing his truft, he was impeached 
by the commiffioners of the cuftoms, for a¢ting as col- 
lector without their authority, and embezzling the king’s 
revenue in Carolina. He was feized on board a veftel 


1680. in the Downs, brought back, and in Trinity-term, 1680, 


tried by virtue of the ftatute of Henry VIII. on an in- 
diétment of high-treafon committed without the realm. 
The famous Lord Shaftefbury, then in the zenith of his 
popularity, appeared on his behalf, and reprefented, con- 
trary to the moft undoubted facts, “ That there never 
had been any regular government in Albemarle, that 
its diforders were only feuds between the planters, which 
could only amount to a riot.” On this Culpeper was 
acquitted. He is the firft colonift who appears to have 
been regularly tried in the court of King’s-bench upon 
that ftatute *: but he was not tranfported from America in 
order to trial. His acquittal induced the proprietaries to 
refolve upon governing, in future, according to the portion 
of obedience, which the infurgents fhould be difpofed 
to yield. They recommended, however, an healing 
difpofition. But the perfons bearing the chief fway, 
being actuated too much by a vindictive fpirit, pro- 
ceeded againft their opponents hy imprifonment, fine, 
and banifhment. The fcenes of anarchy produced by. 
thefe meafures were not changed, nor the condition of 
* Chalmers’s Political Annals, B. I. p. §372 §38e 
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the colony mended by the arrival of governor Seth 


Sotbel, i 1683, who was fent in hope of quieting the 1683. 


diforders by his authority, as he had purchafed Lord 
Clarendon’s fhare of the province. He was guilty of 
that bribery, extortion, injuftice, rapacity, breach of 
-trutt,, and difobedience of orders, for five years, that the 
inhabitants, driven almoft to defpair, feized him with 
a view of fending him to England to anfwer to their 
complaints: but upon his intreaties, and offering to 
fubmit their mutual accufations to the next affembly, 
they accepted his propofal. The affembly gave judg- 
ment againft him in all the above-mentioned particulars, 
and compelled him to abjure the country for twelve 
months, and the government for ever. 

Charles-town having been made the provincial port, 
the firft colle€tor was eftablifhed there in 1685. ‘The 
governor and council were at the fame time ordered, 


« Not to fail to fhow their forwardnefS in affifting the 


collection of the duty on tobacco tranfported to other 
colonies, and in feizing fhips that prefumed to trade 
contrary to the aéts of navigation.” Little regard was 
paid to orders fo contrary to the views of every one. 


‘An illicit trade was not only praétifed, but juftified 


under a claufe of the patent, which the people believed te 


be of fuperior force to the law. ‘Vhough the royal grant — 


of 1665 was pafied fubfequent to the act of navigation, 
the prefent exemption was infifted upon, with the fame 
{pirit that it was contended during this reign, that a king 
of England may difpenfe with the law. The principle 
of the Carolinians, and the doétrine fo fafhionable at the 
court of James, were therefore exactly the fame. 
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James Colleton, efg; a proprietary, was appointed go- 
vernor, in Auguft. The next year he called anaffembly, 
in which he and his party took upon them to pafs fuch 
laws as loft him the. affections of the people. During 
the ferments that followed, Seth Sothel, whom we have 
feen banifhed from Albemarle, fuddenly arrived at 
Charles-town. Countenanced by a powerful party, and 
prefuming on his powers as a proprietary, he -feized the 
reins of government in 1690, notwithftanding the op- 
pofition of governor and council. A general return of 
members was procured, who’ readily fanctified by their 
votes whatever was dictated by thofe that had: thus 
acquired power. Colleton, whofe conduct had) been 
far from blamelefs, was. inftantly impeached of high 
crimes and mifdemeanors, difabled. from holding any 


office, and banifhed.. Others were fined, imprifoned, 


1692. 


and expelled the province. The proprietaries appointed 
a new governor; and the next year, upon the requifi- 


tions of the Carolinians, abrogated Mr. Locke’s fyftem 
of laws, the fundam hi: conftitutions, which far from 
having anfwered their end, introduced only diffatisfa&tion, 
and. diforders, that were not cured till the final diffo= 
lution of the proprietary government *.. The operation 


and fate of Mr. Locke’s fyftem, may convince us of this 


truth, that a perfon “ may defend the. principles of 


liberty anc 


the rights of mankind, with great abilities 


mays | 


and fuccefs ; and yet after all, when. called upon to pro- 
duce a. plan. of Races ye he may. aftonith the world 
with a fignal abfurdity 7. 


* Moft of what is faid upon Carolina is takem from Chalmers’s Po» 


litical Annals; under the head of that province. 


+ A Defence of the American Conftitutions of Government, by 4 


John Adams, efq; p. 365. 


Governor. 
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‘ Governor Archdale afriged at Carolina in Auguft. 1695. 


He managed with great prudence, and'fucceeded fo well 
| that the aflembly voted him an addrefs of thanks. Fle 
was fueceeded by Fofeph Blake ela; whole fentiments were 
{6 liberal, that, though a diffenter, he prevailed with 

the affémbly to fettle 1501. per éynum upon the epifcopal 
minifter of Charles-town for evér, and likewife to fur- 
nifh him with a good houfe, a slebe, and two fervants. 
A very different fpirit wrought in the earl of Bath, when 
he fucceeded to the power of palatine, and became 
-eldeft proprietary. Being a zealot for the church of 
| England, he was ambitious of eftablifhing its worfhip, 
and. of excluding non-epifeopalians from a fhare in the 
sovernment of Carolina; a fimilar principle was at that 
time too prevalent in Eneland. His views were fecond- 
ed by the pliablenefs of governdr ‘Moor, who was after 
awhile fucceeded by Sir Nathaniel Fobnfon. Then the 


affembly being convened, a bill was brought in-for-the 


more effectual prefervation of the government, by re- 
quiring all._perfons chofen members of the afiembly, to 
conform to religious worfhip, and receive the facrament 
of the Lord’s-fupper, according to the ufage of the 
church of England. By this at, all diffenters were dif 
qualified from fitting in the affembly, though legally 
ele@ted, and the candidate who had the greateft number 


of voices, after the difqualified diffenter, was to be ad= 


mitted. The pafling of this act was unconftitutional 
and oppreffive. Another bill was pafled for eftablifhing 
religious worfhip in the province, according to the 


church of England, and alfo for the erecting of churches; 


the maintenance .of minifters, and the. building of 
convenient parfonages. Both thefe acts were afterward 
rae figned 
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figned and fettled by John Lord Granville, then palatine, 
for himfelf and the other proprietors. In confequence 
of the laft aét, many oppreffions were committed by 
the government againit the diffenters; who labored 
under thefe and other grievances, till the matter at 
length was brought before the houfe of lords, who, 
having fully weighed the fame, addrefled the queen in 
favor of the Carolinians; and the laws complained of 

3706, Were declared null and void. | 
An Indian war having broken out in Carolina, and the 
proprietaries finding themfelves unable to maintain it 
againft the Indians, while thefe were fupported by the 
1728, French and Spaniards, refolved to furrender their charter 
to the crown. One-eighth of the province belonged to 
Lord Carteret. The proprietors of the other feven- 
eighths were to receive for their ceffion 17,5001. to- 
_ gether with 50001. more, due to them from the province 
on account of outftanding debts. The furrender and 
payment was confirmed by a Britifh act of parliament, 
wherein was a claufe, referving alway to John Lord 
Carteret, his heirs, executors, adminiftrators, and affigns, 
all fuch eftate, right, and title to one-eighth part of the 
fhare of the faid provinces or territories, and to one- 
eighth part of all arrears, as was his due. After pafling 
the act, the Britifh government applied itfelf in earneft 
to encourage this colony, and Robert ‘Fohnfon, efq; was 
appointed governor, and continued fuch till he died in 
2735-1735 ; in which year Carolina was divided into two co- 
lonies, North and South, and each placed under a fepa- 

rate governor *, 


*® The Modern Univerfal Hiftory, Vol, XL. 1763, 


Pennfylvania 
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Pennfylyania and the Delaware Counties next demand 
Gur attention. Mr. William Penx, one of the joint pur- 
chafers of the weftern part of the Jerfeys, having received 
the moft exact information cf the country to the weft- 
ward of the Delaware, while engaged in the adminiftra- 
tion of the joint purchafe, became defirous of acquiring’ 
a feparate eftate. 

He prefented a petition to Charles Il. in June, {tating 168o, 
not only his relationfhip to the late admiral; but that 
_ he was deprived of a debt due from the crown, when 
the exchequer was fhut. He prayed for a grant of 
_lands, lying to the northward of Maryland and weft- 
_ ward of the Delaware; and added, that, by his intereft, 
he fhould be able to fettle a province’ which might, in 
| time, repay his claims. Having the profpect of fuecefs, 
he copied from the charter of. Maryland the fketch of 
a patent which in November was laid before the att orney- 
general for his opinion. Penn had the fame object in 
_ view as Lord Baltimore had, the guarding againft the 


exertions of prerogative, which experience had taueht 
| both were very inconvenient. ‘The attorney-general de- 
clared the claufe of exemption from taxation illegal + 
and chief juftice North, being of the fame opinion, and 
obferving its ‘téndency, added the faving of the authority 


| of the Englifh parliement, fo that ‘it was ftipulated by 
the king, for himfelf and his fucceflors, “ that no cuftom 
or other ai SS ih fhall be laid on the inhabitants or 
their eftates, unlefs by the confent of the proprietary, or 


governor and aftemnbiy; or oy act of parliament in England.” 
The next year the patent was ranted, in confideration 168:. 
of “ the merits of the father, and the good purpofes of 
the fon, in order to extend the Englith empire, and to 
Wo. I. G - promote 
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promote ufeful commodities.” | It was provided by fit 
claufes, that the fovereignty of the king fhould be pre-+ 
ferved ; and that a€ts of parliament, concerning trade 
and navigation and the cuftoms, be duly obferved. 
Penn was empowered to affemble the freemen, or their 
delegates, in fuch form as he fhould think proper, for 
raifing money for the ufes of the colony, and for making 
ufeful laws, not contrary to thole of England, or the 
rights of the kingdom. A duplicate of the acts of the 
affembly was to be tranfmitted within five years to the 
king in council, and the acts might be declared void 
within fix months, if not approved. 

The novel introduction of the claufe fubjeCting the 
inhabitants of Pennfylvania to taxation by aét of parlia- 
ment, might afford an argument again{t being fo taxed, 
to all the colonies whofe charters contained no fuch 
claufe. Dr. Franklin being afked, when examined by 
the houfe of commons, in the time of the ftamp act, 
« Seeing there is in the Pennfylvania charter, an exprefs 
refervation of the right of parliament to lay taxes there, 
how could the affembly affert, that laying a tax on them 
by the ftamp act was an infringement of their rights ?” 
anfwered, “ They underftand it thus—By the fame 
charter and otherwife they are entitled to all the privi- 


leges and liberties of Englifhmen. They find in the 


ereat charters and the petition and declaration of rights, 
that one of the privileges of Englith fubjects is, that 
they are not to be taxed, but by their own confent: 
they have therefore relied upon it, from the firft fettle- 
ment, that the parliament never would or could, by 
colour of that claufe, tax them till it had qualified itfelf 


for the exercife of fuch right, by admitting reprefenta- 
tives 
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tives from the people to be taxed.” You will recolle& 
governor Nicholfon’s writing in 1698, “ a great many 
people in all the colonies, efpecially in thofe under pro- 
prietaries, think that no law of England ought to be 
binding to them without their own confent; for they 
foolifhly fay, they have no reprefentatives fent from 
themfelves to the parliament of England.” [p. 43.] 
~The Pennfylvanians, it may be noted, were not de- 
elared by the patent to be Englith fubjects. There was 
no exprefs {tipulation, as had been inferted in all 
other colonial patents, “ that the Pennfylvanians and 


their defcendants fhould be confidered as fubjects born 


within the realm ;” for the lawyers who revifed it, con- 
fidered fuch declarations as nugatory, fince they were 
inferred «by law *. If the right of the Englith parlia- 
ment to tax the colonies could alfo have been inferred 
by law, why was not the exprefs refervation of that right 
confidered likewife as nugatory? 3 

In May, Penn detached Mr. Markham, his aintirie, 
with a {mall emigration, in order to take pofieffion of 
the country, and prepare it for a more numerous colony. 
Care was taken to order an humane attention to the 
rights of the Indians. | 
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The frame of governthent for Pennfylvania was pub= 1632, 


lifhed in April. It was forced from the proprietary by 
friends, who would not have fettled his country, unlefs 
gratified in whatever they demanded. It underwent a 
fimilar fate with the conftitutions of Locke; and after 
a variety of alterations, was at jength wholly laid afide, 
and a fimpler form eftablifhed. As a fupplement to the 
frame, there was publifhed, in the fubfequent May, @ 
_.® Chalmers’s Political Annals, under the head of Pennfylvania. 
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body of laws agreed upon in England by th e adven- 


turers, which was intended as a great charter ; and does | 


honor to their wifdom as ftatefmen, to their moraiey 


as men, and to their {pir it as colonitts. 

Mr. Penn defirous of carrying his region fouthward to 
the Chefapeak, was continually foliciting the duke of 
York, for a grant of the Delaware colony. ‘Vhe prince 
at length wearied out, conveyed in Augutt the town 
of Newcaftle, with a territory of twelve miles round 5 
as alfo that traét of land extending fouthward from 
Tt was. 


it Upon the Delaware to Cape Henlopen. 


known to both parties, that the utle of what was now 
granted was extremely exceptionable, as the duke could 
transfer no other right than mere occupancy in oppoti- 
tion to the legal claim of Lord Baltimore. Penn, how- 
ever, who was intent on his own intereft in thofe parts, 
unmediately affumed the powers of jurifdiction. 

When, for the firft time, he arrived on the banks of 3 
the Delaware, Oétober the 24th, he found them inha- 
bited by 3,000 perfons, compofed of Swedes, Dutch, 
F inlanders, and Englifh. Not only his own colonifts, 
but the reft, received him with joy and refpect. He 
was accompanied thither by about 2000 emigrants, 
who being either quakers or other diffenters, wifhed to 
enjoy their peculiarities and religion, in a country that 
offered a peaceful afylum to the perfecuted. Mr. Penn 
immediately entered into a treaty with the Indians, and, 
acreeable to t the bifhop of L ondon’s countel, purchafed . 
fom them as much of the foil as the circumftances of 
the colony required, for a price that gave them fatis- 
faction: he alfo fettled with them a very kind corref- 


pondence. In December, he convened the firft affembly 


at 


: 
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at Chefter, confifting of feventy-two delegates from the 
fix counties, into which they had divided Pennfylvania 
and the Delaware colony, foon after denominated the 
‘territories. The inhabitants propofed that the deputies 
might ferve both for the provincial council and general 
afflembly ; three out of every county for the former, and 
nine for the jatter. Their propofals were paffed by the 
affembly without hefitation into an aét of fettlement. 
The perfons returned were declared to be the legal 
council and affembly, and every county was empowered 
to fend the fame number in future, which in the fame 


manner fhould conftitute the legiflature ; and after the 


addition of a few other explanations, the modified frame 
of government was folemnly recognifed and accepted. 
Then an act was paffed, annexing the territories to the. 
province, and communicating to the one the fame pri« 
viléges, government, and laws, as the other already 
enjoyed. Every foreigner who promifed allegiance te 
the king, and obedience to the proprietary, was at the 
fame time declared to be a freeman, and entitled to his 
rights. By the legiflative regulations, eftablifhed as 
fundamentals by this affembly, factors who wronged 
their employers were to make fatisfaction and one-third 
over—not only the goods, but the lands of the debtor: 
were fubjected to the payment of debts—every thing 
which excited the people to rydeneis, cruelty, and irre- 
ligion, was to be difcouraged and feverely punifhed—no 
perfon acknowledging.one God, and living peaceably 
in fociety, was to be molefted for his opinions or 
practice, or to be compelled to frequent or maintain: 


any miniftry whatfoever. It was a principle of the great 


charter, ‘ that children fhall be taught fome ufeful 
G 3 trade, 
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trade, to the end that none may be idle, but the poor 
may work to live, and the rich, if they become poor, 
may not want.” 
Penn, diffacished with the act of fettlement, without 
difficulty created a fecond frame; agreeing partly with 
the firft, modified according to the act of fettlement in 
certain particulars, and in fome meafure effentially dif- 
ferent from both:. to which he procured the affent of 
the next aflembly,. in 1633; but which in time fhared 
the fate of the former. i 


1684. He departed for England. The moft violent dif- 


1685 


fenfions followed almoft inftantly upon it, the provincial 
council and the aflembly contending eagerly with regard 
to their mutual privileges and powers. Tranquility was 
not refiored by the deputy governor Blackwell, who - 
‘entered upon his government.in December 1688. 
. \ Toward the clofe of this year Mr. Penn obtained a 
new grant of the Delaware colony, which he had been: 
foliciting for fome. time. 

The Penfylvanians and their rulers, when Blackwell 
entered upon his adminiftration, were fo much engaged 
in their own conteits and purfuits, and fo aétuated by 
the principles of their fuperior [the proprietary, whofe 
attachments to James IT. during thofe days are well 
known| that they feem to have difregarded that fignal 
revolution which transferred their allegianée and Penn- 
fylvania to the prince and princefs of Orange: for the 
very laws and government of the province were ad- 
miniftered in the name of the abdicated monarch, long 
after William and Mary had been formally proclaimed 
in other colonies. 
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It is a fingularity 1 in the hiftory of this province, that 
neither its various fyftems, nor its fundamental laws, 
were communicated to the king for diffent or approba~ 
tion, though ftrongly enforced *. 

Penn’s adherence to James carried him to fuch lengths, 
that he was confidered as an inveterate enemy to the 
proteftant eftablifhment, and was for fome time excepted 
out of the acts of grace publifhed by Wilham and 
Mary; who appointed colonel Fletcher, by the fame 
commiffion, governor both of New-York and Pennfyl- 
yania. In the commiffion no manner of regard feems 
to have been .had to the original charter. But when 
the affembly met, though fixteen fhort in number toa 
what had been before ufual, through the change made in 
the writs, they paffed a vote, nem. con. “ That the laws 
of this province, which were in force and practice before 
the arrival of this prefent governor, are ftill in force ; 
and that the affembly have a right humbly to move the 
governor for a continuation or confirmation of the fame.” 
That and fubfequent affemblies fhowed fuch a fixed de- 


termination to fecure their rights, that neither governor 


nor lieutenant governor could bring them to bend to 
their wifhes. 


In 1696 Penn had fo well managed matters at the 1696- 
court of England, that he was reftored to his right of 
naming a governor: and in the beginning of 1700 he 1700. 
went to Pennfylvania in perfon, After the meeting of 
feveral affemblies, he convened one in September 1707, 179! 
and informed them of the indifpenfable neceffity he was 
under of going to England, to obviate fome ill offices” 
done by his and their enemies with the government 

* Chalmers’s Annals, 


Cay) there ; 
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there; but offeted to do every thing that was in his 
power to fecure to them their privileges and properties, 
The afiembly, in their anfwer, exprefled their diffatis- 
faction at the {tate of both, and required further fecu- 
rity; to which he gave evafive anfwers, but offered to 
leave the nomination of the deputy governor tq them- 
felves; théy declined it, and went upon a new charter 
of privileges. 3 

This introduced a breach between the members of 
the province, and thofe of the territories ; the latter in- 
fitting upon fome particular privileges, which, when re; 
fufed by the others, made them withdraw from the meet- 
ing, and it required all the- authority and addrefs. of 
the proprietary to make up the breach, At laft, after 
great heart-burnings on both parts, juft when Mr. Penn 
was about to embark, a charter of privileges was pre- 
fented to him, and being ratified by him, became the 
rule of government in Pennfylvania. By this important 
charter liberty of confcience is granted; and all chrifti- 
ans, of whatever denomination, taking the proper oaths 
of allegiance and fidelity, are enabled to ferve the go- 
vernment, either legiflatively or executively.. The ex- 


ft 


clufion of all perfons from the leeiflative and executive 
© : 


branches, however eminently qualrfied, and well behaved 
as members of civil fociety, unlefs they are chriftians, 
does not accord with that general liberty which ought 
fo prevail in national communities, now that the exift- 
ence of all theocracy is ended by the introduétion of 
the kingdom of Chrit, The piety of the theorift, and 
the fubtilty of the politician, defirous of fecuring the 
fupport of chiiftians, may introduce the exclufion into 
mari cain ee written 


\ 
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written or “printed agreements, but cannot eftablifh a 
practical exclufion of perfons oppofed to chriftianity. 
He muf be both fimple and uninformed, who will not 
admit, that many deifts have ferved the Pennfylvania 
and, other excluding STIRS either legiflatively or 
executiyely. 

By the fecond article of the charter it is ay 
that an affembly fhall be yearly chofen by the freemen, 
to confift of four perfons out of each county, or of a 
greater nymber, if the governor and affembly fhall fo 
agree, on the 1f of October for ever, and fhall fit on 
the 14th following, with power to choofe a {peaker and 
other their officers, and be judges of the qualifications 
and eleGtions of their own members ; fhall fic upon their 
own adjournments, prepare bulls, impeach criminals, and 
redrefs grievances; and fhall poffefs all other powers and 
privileges of an affembly, according to the rights of the 
free-born fubjects of England, and the cultoms obferved 
in any of the king’s plantations in America. If any 
county or counties fhall neglect to fend deputies, thole 
who meet, provided they are not fewer in number than 
two thirds of the whole, fhall be confidered as the legal 

reprefentatives of the province. 
By the eighth article, in cafes of fuicide, all property 
is to. defcend to the next heirs, as if the deceafed had 
died a natural death: nor is the governor to be entitled 
to any forfeiture, if a perfon fhall be killed by cafualty 
or accident.. The fame article provides, that no aét, 
Jaw, or ordinance whatfoever, fall at any time hereafter 
be made, to alter or diminifh the form or effect of this 
charter, or of any part of it, without the conifent of 
the governor for the time being, and fix parts in feven 
of 
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THE 
of the aflembly met—that the firft article, relating to 
liberty of confcience, fhall be kept without any altera- 
tion inviolably for ever-—and that William Penn, for 
himfelf, €?c. does folemnly declare, that neither he, Se. 
fhall do any thing whereby the liberties, in this charter 
contained, nor any part thereof, fhall be infringed; and 
that if any thing fhall be done by any perfon Span 
thereto, it fhall be held of no effect. 

This new conftitution differed greatly from the ori- 
ginal. The governor might nominate his own council, 
and he was left fingle in the executive part of the go- 
‘wernment, and had liberty to reftrain the legiflative, by 
refufing his affent to their bills. The affembly, on the 

other hand, acquired the important privilege of pro- 
pounding laws, as well as of amending or rejecting 
them; but though this new conftitution was thankfully — 

ccepted by the province, it was unanimoufly rejected | 
by the territories; and affairs ftood in this untoward 
ftate when the proprietary failed for England. ‘The re- 
prefentatives of the province and thofe of the territories 
divided, and aéted as two diftinét bodies: and the at- 
tempts to unite them proved ineffectual. 

The territeries confifted of the three counties, Nezw-_ 
cafle, Keat, and Suffx on the Delaware, and are com- 
monly known by the name of the three Lower Counties 
on the Delaware. 

Notwithftanding Mr. Penn is celebrated as the wifeft 
of legiflators, the aflembly, about the year 1704, unani-. 
moufly came to nine refolutions, in which they complain 
with great erief of him, “ for undermining his own 
foundations; and by a fubtle contrivance, laid deeper 
than the capacities of fome could fathom, finding a way 
to 
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to lay afide the aét of fettlement, and diffolve his fecond 
charter *.” He was likewife charged with having ex- 
torted from the province great fums of money. ‘They 
‘complained alfo of the abufes of furveyors, the clerks 
of the courts, and juftices of the peace, who, they faid, 
were all put in by the proprietary, fo that he became 
his own judge in his own caufe. Thefe and other mat- 


ters were the heads of a reprefentation, or rather remon- 
ftrance, drawn up and fent to Mr. Penn then in Eng- 
land, in which he is reprefented as an oppreffor, and as 
falfifying his word in almoft every refpeét with the pro- 
-vincials +. : | 
The difputes which fubfitted inPennfylvania were greatly 
augmented by the intemperance of the quakers themfelves, 
_ who, notwithftanding all their zeal for liberty of confcience, 
| perfecuted, about or foon after 1694, George Keith, 
(who had been one of their moft famous preachers) upon 
his conforming to the church of England; and went fo 
far as to throw him into prifon. They apologized for 
their conduct by pleading, that they did not punifh him 
for his religious principles, but for having infulted the 
civil government t. If this was a good plea, the New 
Englanders might gain great advantages from it, in 
vindicating themfelves as to many of the feverities they 
- practifed upon the quakers, who infulted their civil go- 

vernments, beyond what will be eafily credited by thofe, 
who have not had the opportunity of knowing the tranf- 
actions of that period, or are not acquainted with the 
abufive language of fome of the then leaders of that 


* Chalmers’s Annals, p. 654. + The modern Univerfal 
| Hiftory, Vol. XLI. p. 19. 17646 < Ibid. p. 20, 
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quakers will not vinc ate | 
It only remains to give a concile account of the fettle- 


ment of Georgia. 


In 1732 a number of gentlemen, confidering the vaft 
benefit that might arife from the tract of land lying be- 
tween the Savannah and the river Alatamaha, pe-— 
titioned the king for a charter, which was accordingly i 
granted on the ninth of June. “They meant, that the 
country fhould be made a bulwark for the fouthern co- — 


lonies againft the Spaniards; and fhould give employ- 
ment to numbers of people, who were burdenfome at 
home to their friends and parithes. 


sage which the body of modern | 
ie | 


‘The charter con 
{tituted them a corporation, by the name of truftees for | 
eftablifhing a colony, by the name of Georgia, including — 


the country from the moft northern ftream of the Sa- — 


vannah, to the moft fouthern ftream of the Alatamaha. 


The corporation was to. fubfift for 21 years; and after 


the expiration of that term, the governor and all officers _ 


were to be appointed by the crown. 


Toward the end of Auguft Sir Gilbert Heathcote : 
recommended, in. the. ftrongeft terms, to the directors — 
‘of the bank, the interefts of the colony. His fpeech — 
had the defired effect, and the members of the court, 
after his example, contributed largely toward the under- 


taking, 
clergy, and others; and the parliament granted 10,000/,. 
By the beginning of November, about a hundred and 


fixteen colonifts prefented themfelves, moft of them la-_ 
boring people; and were furnifhed with working tools | , 
Mr. Oglethor Dey i 


of all kinds, ftores; and fmall arms. 
one of the truftees, generoufly attended the firft fet of — 
. emigrants 


as did great numbers of the nobility, gentry, 


t 


AMERI CAN REVOLUTION. 

-emiorants to Carolina, where they arrived in good health 
on the 1gth. of ‘January following. The Carolinians 
made them a prefent of 100 breeding cattle, befides 
| hogs, arid twenty barrels of tice; and furnifhed them 
with a party-of horfe and with {cout boats, by the help of 
! which they reached the Savannah, where Mr. Oglethorpe, 
| ten miles up the river, ‘pitched upon a {pot for a town; . 
and on February the gth the building of the firft houfe 
commenced. The colonifts were moft generoufly affifted 
_ by the Carolinians and their governor, Colonel Bull, 
not only with their purfes, but their labor, in raifing 
the new town, named Savannah from the river. 

Mr. Oglethorpe was waited upon by a numerous depu- 
tation’ from- the Lower . Creek — nation, with whom 
he concluded a treaty; and foon after fat out for 
Charles-town on his return to England, where he ar- 
rived in 1734, bringing with him feveral Indian chiefs 
and a war captain, But before the end of March this 
yeat, more emigrants to the amount of fix hundred, were 
~ either fent over by charity, or went at their own expence. 

On the goth of Oftober the Indians embarked for 
_ their own country, having had an allowance while in 

‘London of 201. a week, of which they fpent little, as 
they commonly eat and drank at the tables of perfons 
of the higheft diftinétion. They moreover received 
prefents to a very confiderable amount. ‘They em- 

barked at Gravefend in a fhip which carried. over a 
number of ‘Saltzburghers, being German proteftants, 
who, with others of their countrymen that followed, 
- fettled on the ‘Savannah a town they called Ebenezer, 
and which by their habits of induftry and fobriety foon 
became confiderable. The Georgians made a furprifing 

cE: ‘atte | _ progrefs 
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progrefs in clearing their lands and building their : 
houfes; and, as an encouragement, the Britith parlia- 
ment granted them a fupply of 26,000/. which, with 
very great private donations, was expended upon 
ftrengthening the fouth part of Georgia. This being a 
neceflary fervice for the colony, the truftees pitched 
upon the highlanders of Scotland, 160 of whom went 
over in 1735, fettled themfelves upon Altamaha river, 
and gave the name of Darien to a fort they built there, 
to which they afterward added a {mall town called New 
Invernefs. 

In February Mr. Oglethorpe, with about 300 paf- 
fengers on board two fhips, anchored in the road of 
Savannah. He foon began building another town named 
Frederica. : | 

A mifunderftanding fubfifting between the courts of 
London and Madrid, and advice being fent from South_ 
Carolina to.Britain, that the Spaniards at St. Auguftine 
and the Havannah were making preparations for attack- 
ing Georgia, the government, at the requeft of the 
truftees, fent thither a regiment of 600 men, any of 
whom at the end of feven years might have a regular 
difcharge, and be entitled to a grant of twenty acres of 
land. ‘The parliament this year granted the colony 
another fupply of 20,000 7. which enabled the truftees 
to fend over a frefh embarkation of perfecuted pro- 
teftants. | 

On the breaking out of the war between England 
and Spain, Mr. Oglethorpe, being invefted with a gene- 
ral’s command, proceeded with a body of troops to at- 
tack St. Auguftine in 1740, but the expedition proved 
unfortunate. 
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In 1742 Georgia was invaded by about 5000 Spaniards 1442, 
‘and Indians from St. Augutftine, in about fifty veffels 
of various kinds, who were repulfed by the general at 
‘the head of the Englifh forces, and a fmail body of 
“Indians. Had the Spanifh defcent. proved fuccefsful, 
| the Carolinians muft have been in imminent danger: 
but the general’s good conduct fecured them, and he 
‘received congratulatory letters of thanks from feveral of 
the American governors, for his great and important 
fervices *. | | 

On the review of what you have read, you will note, © 
that the colonifts were very early in declaring, that they 
ought not to be taxed, but by their own general courts, 
| and that they confidered fubjection to the acts of a par- 
-‘Jiament in*which they had no reprefentatives from them- 
felves, as a hardfhip—that like true born Enghfhmen, - 
when grievoufly opprefied by governors or others, they 
‘refifted, depofed, and banifhed; and would not be 
quieted till grievances complained of were redrefled— 
and that not a colony, Georgia excepted, was fettled at 
the expence of government. Toward the fettlement of 
the laft, parliament granted 56000 /. at three different 
_ periods. | 


Modern Univerfal Hiftory, Vol. XL. pe 453-463. 1763. 
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Roxbury, Fuly 9, 17723 


| ‘HE prefent letter begins with fome fpecial colonial 
tranfactions fubfequent to the glorious revolution. 
Upon information of the acceffion of Willram and 
Mary, the fort at New York was feized by the rabble, 
while the lieutenant governor Nicholfon and the council! 
waited with anxiety for orders to proclaim their new 
fovereign. On this occafion, Jacob Leifler placed him-- 
felf at the head of the infurgents; and notwithftanding 
the proteft of the council, pofieffed himfelf by force of 
a letter tranfmitted by king William to the lieutenant: 
governor, or to fuch as for the time execute the law,: 
and inftantly affumed the name and exerted the autho- 
rity of governor. He convened two feffions of aflembly 
im 1690, which paffed various laws. But colonel 
Sloughter, who had been appointed governor in Auguft, 
2691-1689, atriving in March, 1691, Leifler was made pri- 
foner, and, with others, condemned for treafon and 
murder: he and his principal advifer were executed. A 
legal general aflembly was now convened. The pre- 
caution taken in the declaration and bill of rights, by 
the convention and parliament, to ftate the claims of 
Englifhmen, might naturally induce the Yorkers to pro- 
pofe fomewhat fimilar for themfelves, had there been no 
prior propenfity to that bufinefs, But the prevailing - 
opinion 
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| opinion the colonitts ‘aaeseally dictated to them the 
feizing of the prefent | favorable opportunity. The New 
York general affembly pafled “ an. act, declaring what 
are the rights and Bees of their, majettics fubjects 
within. ah province.” The law enacts, That the fu- 
/ preme_ legiflative power. and authority. under their ma- 
jeflies, | fhali for ever be, and refide 3 in a- governor and 
| council appointed by. their majefties, their heirs and fac- 
ceffors ; and the people by their reprefentatives met and 
convened in general affembly.” It further enacts, “ That 
0 aid, tax, tallage, &c. whatfoever, foall be laid, affe affed, 
| Tevied, or required, of or on any their majefiies fubjetts 
within the provi 168 &c. or their eftates, upon any manner af 
colour or pretence whatfoever, but by the alt and con yfent of 
the governor. and council, and reprefentalives of the people, 
in general affembly. met. and convened.” "Vhis memorable 
act was a virtual declaration, that the inhabitants of the 
colony had a right to be reprefented in aff fembly, and 
enjoyed i it not as a privilege, through the grace of the 
crown *, Six years after, in 1697, 4 negative was put 
upon the aé, probably by the regency, while the king 
was abfent, which was from April the 26th, to the mid- 
| dle of November, when he returned after the peace of 
| Ryfwick was fettled. 

The Mafachujetts petitioned for a renewal of their 
former charter, but it could not be obtained ; and many 


reafons were affigned for not granting it; among the 


reft, its giving them no power to lay taxes and raife mo- 
ney, efpecially on inhabitants not being of the compa- 
ny, and on ftrangers coming'to or trading with them. 
One of the chief acts of delinquency alleged in the 


| * William Smith’s. pion, of New Yorks Pe q5« 
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ge of fcire facias, rhs ie ae their forinet charter, 
Gut s(ehie having levied money of tei i, habitants. 
“Kine Williant and queen Mary'g granted a new charter, 
in ‘which Péya mnouth, the Main, Acadia or Nova’ Scotia, 
‘and the tract lying between Nove Scotia and’ the Main, | 
were annexed to and made a part of the Maffachufetts. 
It was complained of, as being not much more ¢han a} 
shadow of the old; feeing that the appointment of the |} 
“governor, lieutenant governor, fecretary, and alt’ the} 
officers of the admiralty, was vefted in the crowtt;” that | 
the power of the militia was wholly in the hands‘ of his | 
majefty’s governor as captain g ceneral; that all judges, 
juftices, and fheriffs, were to be nominated by thé go- | 
yernor with the advice of the council ; that the 'gover- | 
“ROT had a negative upon the choice of SaORulsek that | 
all laws enacted by the general affembly, were to be fent 
-home for the royal approbation or difallowance ; and , 
that no laws, ordinances, elections, or acts of govern- 
ment whatfoever, were to be of any validity, ‘without 
‘the, confent of the governor fignified in writiig. The} 
‘new charter, however, conferred on the inhabitants EY 
number of very important privileges, and was to be pre- | 
erred to the old in many refpects. T’hey were informed 
by the beft civilians, that their religious liberties were. 
for ever fecured ; and that they could be touched by no! 
“tax or law, but of their own making; which hada good 
“effet in quieting them under the variations to which 
they objected. | 
The firtt avof the Maffachufetts légiflacure, after the 
arrival of the charter, was a kind of Magna Charta,: af: 
ferting and fetting forth their general privileges, and 
ie reft, No aid, tax, tallage, 


affelfment 
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ajfejjment, cuftom, loan, ben revolence; or impofition whatjo- 
ever, foall be laid, affeffed, impofeds or ‘levied on any of bis 
miajefiy’s fubjectss or their eftates, on any pretence whatever, 
but by the act and confent of the governor; councils; and re- 
prefentatives of thé people affemb! ed in general court.’ “Lhe 
general court paffed others favorable to liberty; which 
were perufed by the minifters of England at a diftant 
period; and with the preceding, difallowed of by the 
regency in 1695. In December the reafons of this dif- 
fent were tran{mitted to the governor and couneil: The 
following extract from the letter fent by the committee 
of plantations is fubjoined, beca nufe of its bei sing fo ex- 
traordinary and decifive: “* Whereas, by the act for fe- 
curing the.liberty of the fubject, and preventing illegal 
imprifonments, the writ of. Habeas Corpus is required 
to. be granted, in like manner as is appointed by the 
ftatute of 31 Charles IT. in England, which privilege 
has not as yet been granted in any of his majefty’s plan- 
tations ;. it was not thought in his majefty’s abfence; 

that the faid act fhould be ane ‘ ued in force, and thére- 
fore the fame hath been repealed.” 

The above extraét makes thisa proper place for men- 
tioning, that the ancient colonifts being deftitute of per- 
fonal fecurity, for want of an Habeas Corpus act, were 
in fome provinces grievoully oppreiied. Edward Ran- 
dolph, furveyor ¢g general during the reign of Wiliam ITT. 
reprefented their condition to the board of trade March 


1700; and among other beneficial regulations, he re- 
_ commended,“ That it being the eee of governors 
to imprifon the fubje&ts without bail, the Habeas Cor 
pus a¢t fhould’be extended as fully to thle colonies #5 it 
isin England.” It was accordingly foon after conferred 
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on Virginia by acer Anne. The council, in their ad- 
dréfs faid upon the occafion, “* We the council of Vir- 
ginia acknowledge your majefty’s late favor, in allow- 
ing us thevbenefit of the Habeas Corpus act, and in ap- 
pointing courts of oyer and terminer, for the more {peedy 
execution of juftice, and relief saat long - imprifon- 
ments.” The lower houfe in theirs, fai «c We the bur- 
gefies now affembled, do befeech your ty to. aca 
cept our fincere thanks, for your many favors beftowed 
en your fubjeéts of this colony. We fhall not pretend 
to enumerate the particulars, nor can we omit menti- 
oning thefe lately communicated to us by your majef+ | 
ty’s royal inftructions to your governor, wherein you 
have afferted to your fubjects their legal rights and. pro-~ 
perties, by allowing them the Habeas Corpus act*.” “at 
The extenfion of the Habeas Corpus act to the plan- | 
tations by Queen Anne, appears to- have been only by | 
n{trudiions to the governors, and not by any act of parlia- | 
-ymnent. By what prerogative could fhe extend that act | 
to the colénifts, were they not before entitled to its be- 
nefit? If entitled, ic was unjuft in any power to deny | 
them the advantage of the adt; and the royal favor . 
to the Virginians confifted folely in the queen’s a/ferting 
to her _fubjects their legal rights and properties, (as the bur-_ 
eefles er th cmitves by giving fuitable directions | 
on the bufinefs. The high fenfe of colonial liberty ex- | 
ees by 7 York and Majffachujetts general courts, 
as oppofed by the Englib government. | 


606. An act was patie -d by the parliament, declaring that 


ie “All laws, bye- laws, ufages and cuftoms, ae fhall 
bein prattice an any of the plantations, repugnant to 
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any law made or to be made in this kingdom relative 
to the faid plantations, fhall be void and of none effect.” 

There might be no defign on the part of the minii- 
ltry of taxing any of the colonies ; but about 1696, 4 1696. 
pamphlet was publifhed, recommending the laying a 
‘parliamentary tax on one of them. It was anfwered by 
wo others much read ; which totally denied the power of 
‘taxing the colonies, becaufe they had no reprejentation 
in parliament to give confent. No anfwer, public or 
private, was given to thefe pamphlets ; no cenfure pafied 
upon them ; men were not {tartled at the doctrine, as 
either new, or illegal, or derogatory to the rights of 
parliament *. ? 

Though the parliament might not then claim the 
right of taxing, they claimed the right of punifhing dil- 
obedience to their laws, with the lofs of charter privileges. 
In the rith of William II. an a& was pafied for the trial 1699. 
of pirates in America, in which there 1s the following 
claufe, “ Be it further declared, shat if any of [be 206 
-vernors, or any perfon or perfons in authority there, fhali 
| refufe to yield obedience to this a, fuch refufal is hereby 
declared to be a forfeiture of all and every the charters 
granted for the government or propriety of fuch planta- 
tion.” : 

Severity is ftamped upon the very face of the act, in 
making the difobedience of a governor, the forfeiture. of 
a charter, meant to fecure the liberties of thoufands, 
who might not have any the leaft power of preventing 
fuch difobedience. The propricties and charter colo- 
nies were fo difinclined to admit of appeals to his ma- 
jefty in council, and were thought fo to thirft after in- 


# Lord Camden’s fpeech in April 1766. 
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dependence, that thefe and other objections againft them 

_ were laid before the parliament, and a bill thereupon 

brought j into the houfe of lords for re- uniting the right 

of government in thofe colonies to the crown: but bet, 

atle sd, and matters were left unaltered, 
gas a precedent for the parliament's 


ter councils preval 
Some are for’ bring 
railing a revenue f ae om the colonies, what was pafied in 
17 10, viz. * An ad for eftablifh ung a general poft- 
office for all her majefty’s dominions, and for fettling a 
y fum out of the revenues thereof, for the feryice 
ther her majefty’s occafions.” By this 

of England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
America were confolidated, to the end, that a general 
poft-ofiice might be eftablifhed through Great Britain 
and Ireland, her colonies and plantations in North Ame- 
rica and the Weft Indies, and: all her other dominions, 
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act the poftage 
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in fuch manner as might be moft beneficial to the peo- 
ple; and that the revenue arifing from the faid office 
might be better improv ed, The confolidation made a 
1 afforded the opportunity of ad- 


—- 


new ac ib neceflary ; , 
vancing the rates of letters. “he weekly fum amounted 


to 7001. and was to be pai id our of the revenue for 38 


ihe 
ie 


a pr opriated by another aét toward paying off, with in- 


the payment was made perpetual in the third 
of her fuccefior, having been, foon after granted, 


AO e 
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rereft at fix per cent. the principal of 2,602,200], which 
government borrowed of the public, By the act, the 
poft-riders carrying the mail, were exempted from pay- 
ing any thing for paffing the ferries in North America, 
and the ferryman was fubjected to a penalty of fivé 
pounds, if he did not convey | them over within half an 
hour after demand, . 

What- 
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Whatever, power over. the colonies, the parliament 
might exercife in the act, the diffimilarity between this 
and the fugar act, patted in 1764, will not admit of the 
| former’s being quoted, with propriety, as a precedent for 
| the latter. . The colonifts were in no wife unealy at it, 
and confidered not the American poftage in the light of 
an internal tax, defiened for the raifing of a revenue 
from them; for it was but a few comparatively who 
were affected by it; and thefe were accommodated in 
the conveyance of their letters, received a full equiva- 
lent for the pottage of them, and were not bound to 
| fend them by the public poft, when they preferred a 
| private conveyance, aS a errors: 


In refpect to the, readinefs of the colonies to co- 


operate with each other and the mother country, for 
the general good, they manifefted the fame as occafion 


| required. | 
The Mafachufetts general court wrote to the feyeral 1699 
| governors of the neighbouring colonies, defiring them 
to appoint commiffioners. “* to meet, advife, and con- — 
clude upon fuitable methods in affifting each other, for 
the fafety ‘of the whole land.” The governor of New 
York was requefted, to fienify the fame to Maryland, and 
parts adjacent, | | | | 
_ The commiffioners met on the ift of May, at New May 
York, and were ftiled a Congres as may be concluded ee 
_ from the following paragraph in Mr. Stoughton’s letter grefs. 
of Oétober 20, 1693, to Lord Nottingham *: «I crave 
leave further, to acquaint your lordthip, that the governor 
of New York having written unto his excellency the go- 
yernor here, fignifying his appointment of a meeting at 
® Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, Val. th Pr 74s hag Ree 
| Hi 4 tien.’ Neus 
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New York, upon the firft W ednefday of this month, of 
commiffioners from the feveral governments of New 
England, Virginia, &c. to concert and agree upon a cer- 
tain guota of men and money, for the defence of A/bany, 
&c. in obfervance of their majefties commands; it hap- 
pened to be at fuch a time, and under fuch a conjunc- 
ture of affairs here, that no meet perfons idl be pro- 
cured to attend ¢hat Congre/s.” It does not appear, that 
there was any congrefs between the two periods, It 
may alfo be obferved, that the firft was procured at the 
motion of the Ma/ffachu/etts general court, formed, from 
the neceffity of the day, upon the vacated charter, be- 
fore a new one was granted; and that the motion ori- 
ginated in the court, from zeal for the common fafety 
of the colonies, without any interpofition of their ma- 
jefties command. We meet with no congrels prior to 
what was thus gosh: 


£709, At the defire of colonel Vetch, there was a congrefs 
i i " -of feveral governors, with fome of their council and 
affembly, to confult upon the intended expedition againtft 
“Canada, and to refolve on methods for fecuring the 
frontiers, | 
He. oT he Maffachutts houfe of affembly, at the motion 
3% -of lieutenant general Micholfon, advifed, to a congrefs 


of her majefty’s governors, attended with fuch perfons 
as the governments might appoint, ‘The council ap-. 
pointed two, and the houfe three, out of ‘their refpective 
bodies, to attend the. governor to congrefs, which ap 

pears to have met afterward at New London, 
But though the conduét of the Mafachujetts, in theit 3 
exertions for the general good, was highly commend- | 
scale able, 


| 
the treafury; and no monies could be iffued, not fo 
-rnuch as to pay an exprefs, without the vote of the houfe 
for that purpofe; whereas, by the charter, all monies. 
were to be paid out of the treafury, “ by warrant froma 
the goyernor, with advice and confent of the council.” 


ee ee 


IN I 


a eal ores 


_ very worthy gentleman, of a fingular good temper, fitted 


able, their behaviour afterward, in their own colonial 


_ Shute, thefe powers in matters relative to the war, which 
belonged to him by the conftitution, and to veft them. 
“in a committee of the two houfes. They by degrees 


therefore, they found the contrary in the Maffachufeits, 
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affairs, under governor Shute, was oreatly cenfured. — 
The houfe of affembly attempted to take from colonel 1722+ 


acquired, from the governor and council, the keys of 


The miniftry were greatly offended at the governor’s 
being made uneafy; for colonel Shute was known at 
court and the offices of ftate, under the character of a 


to make any people under his command happy. When, 


they concluded, that the people wifhed to have no go- 
vernor from Great Britain, but wanted to be indepen« 
dent of the crown. The cry of the city of London ran 
exceedingly againft them; and a fcheme, that had been . 
long planned for taking away the charter, had nearly 
been executed; but was fortunately fruftrated by the in- 
defatigable pains of Mr. Duminer, their. then agent. 
Their own council at home were obliged to a confeffion ... 
of their illegal proceedings. An explanatory charter 1725. 
was prepared, propofed, and accepted. Had it not been J an 
accepted, the defign was to have fubmitted tq the con- 
fideration of the Britith legiflature, « What further pro- 
yifion may be neceffary to fupport and preferve his ma- 
jefty’s 
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jéfty’s authority in the colony, and prevent fimular ins 
Dacian of his prerogative for the future *.” 

“It had been vfual to give inftructions to the fone 
" egoicimars, to recommend to the aflembly, the eftablifh- 
ing of a falary fuitable to the dignity of their poft; but 
the houfe had always declined complying, prudently ap- 
prehenfive, that difagreeable confequences might enfue, 
from the independency of the governor on the people 
ever whom he was placed. Thefe inftructions were re- 
newed when governor Burnet was appointed to the chair, 
who adhering to them, and fhowing a fixed determina- 
tion not to part with governmental rights, warm difputes 
followed between him and the houfe of reprefentatives ; 
whofe treatment of him was fo unwarrantable, that the 

5729 council board, within a week after the affair, exprefied 
their concern at the unbecoming and undutiful treatment 
given to his excellency, in the meflage of the houfe, on 
the fixth of December, 

- In divers inftances, they fhowed fuch a difpofition to 
piv upon the prerogative, to wrangle with their 
governors, and to difpute with the crown, that the mi- 
niftry, and other perfons in public offices, as is natural 
for thofe who look for fukmiflive compliance, were | 
much irritated; and improved to the utmoft, all ad- 
vantages to excite prejudices again{t them, 

‘It was fuggefted, that they were aiming. at indepen- 
dence; and jealoufies were raifed in the minds of fome, _ 
‘that there was danger of the colonies fetting up. for 


* Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, Vol. II. p. 271, 290, 294+ 321. and gOV~ 
Burnet’s Speech to the Maffachufetts general Se in the Matfachufetts 
Records for 1728. . | | , cl 

| them. 
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chemfelves. Neverthelefs, i was. certain that fuch a 
| {cheme appeared to the who re country, wild’ and ‘extra- 
vagant ; becaule of the univerfal ‘loyalty of the people, 
“beyond what was to be found in any other part of the 
Britith dominions, together with the infancy of the -co- 
Jonies, and their being diftinct from one another in 
- forms of government, religious rites, emulation of 
trade, and, confequently, their affections; fo that it was 
‘not fuppofable, that they could ynite in fo dangerous 

an enterprife*. bad 

However, when the Maffachu/erts petitioned the houfe 
of commons, praying that they might be heard» by 
| counfel on the fubject of grievances, the houfe took-that 
opportunity of difcovering how jealous it was of the 
kingdom’s fupremacy, and uncontrollable authority over 
the colony: for the commons having confidered the 
matter, refolyed: « That the petition was frivolous and 
_ groundlefs, a high infult upon his majefty’s government, 
| and tending to fbake off the dependency of the faid colony 
upon this kingdom, to which, in law and right, they 
| ought to be fubject.” yee | 

The colonies might objeé&t to feme acts paffed re- 
fpecting them, particularly——The act prohibiting the 
cutting down of pitch and tar trees, not being within a 
fence or enclofure--The a& prohibiting the exportation 
of hats made in the colonies, even from one colony to 
another; and reftraining all makers of hats from taking 
more than two apprentices at a time, or any for lefs than 
feyen years, and entirely from employing negroes in the 
bufinefs—The act for the more eafy recovery of debts 


“* Maffachufetts Records for 1729, and 1731. Hutchinfon’s Hit 
tory, Vol. IL. p. 355, 360-363. } vr 
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in his majefty’s plantations and colonies in America,, 
which made houfes, lands, negroes, and other real eftates 
affets for the payment of debts. It was paffed in 17 3a 
upon the petition of the Englifh merchants trading to 
the colonies, who complained, that in Virginia and Ja- 
maica, a privilege was claimed to exempt their houfes, 
lands, tenements, and negroes, from being extended for 
debt: the lords of trade at the fame time reprefented, 

that the aflemblies of thofe colonies could never be in- 
duced to diveft themfelves of thefe privileges by any 
But whatever objections were made 
to the above aéts, no general meafure was adopted to 
obtain their repeal. They continued in being ; but the 
hatters act was difregarded; and methods were deviled 


act of their own. 


for felling the prohibited trees, when the neighbourhood 


wanted a fupply. The operation of the act defigned 
for the benefit of creditors, was too often, as in other 
countries, weakened or evaded by the difhoneft debtor. 
Men of principle gave themfelves little concern about 
its exiftence, as they had nothing to fear from it, and 
knew that the fame was intended to prevent perions 
being cheated out of their property. 

The fugar colonifts combined together, and obtained 
an aét againft the trade carried on from the Britifh 
northern provinces to the Dutch and French colonies, 
for foreign rum, fugar, and molaffes. The act pafled 
in 1733, and laid a duty of nine-pence a gallon on rum, 
fix-pence a gallon on molaffes, and five pounds on 
every hundred weight of fugar, that came not from the 


{ 


Britifh Weft-India iflands, and were brought into the. | 


northern colonies. It was profeffedly defigned as a pro- 
hibition from the foreign ifands; but’ did not aniwer. 


It 
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Tt was found expedient, and for the general benefit, to 
admit of the molaffes, &c. being moftly run into the 
colonies, without infifting upon the duties, or making 
frequent feizures. The act unhappily produced an ille- 
gal fpirit of trading ; but was continued by fubfequent 
ones down to 1761; when the duty on the molafles was 
reduced to three-pence, to prevent its being run any 
‘longer. The act did not appropriate the monies to be 
raifed by the duties, fo that when, in length of time, 
there was a fum in the hands of the receiver worth re- 
mitting, a demur enfued as to the application of it. 

The monies produced by this and other acts, were 
not confidered as real saxes, either by the colonies or 
the mother country. But fome perfons wifhed to have 
taxes impofed upon them, which would neceflarily pro- 
duce many good pofts and places in America for courti- 
ers; and during the war with Spam, which broke out in 

1739, 2 fcheme for taxing the Britife colonies was men- 1739, 
tioned to Sir Robert Walpole. We fmiled, and faid, 
«¢ T will leave that to fome of my fucceffors, who have 
more courage than I have, and are lefs friends to com- 
merce than I am. It has been a maxim with me, dur- 
ing my adminiftration, to encourage the trade of the 
American colonies in the utmoft latitude; nay, it has 
been neceflary to pafs over fome irregularities in their 
trade with Exrope: for, by encouraging them to an ex- 
tenfive growing foreign commerce, if they gain 500,000). 

I am convinced, that in two years afterward, full ; 
250,000]. of their gains will be in his majefty’s exche- 
quer, by the labor and produce of this kingdom, as 
immenfe quantities of every kind of our manufactures 
go thither; and as they increafé in their foreign Ame- 
rican 
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arrived in feafon, and.were the probable means of faving 


wt” 5 


£745. 


majority difapproved of tite propofal. 
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rican trade, more of our produce will be wanted. This 
is taxing them more agreeably to their own conftitution 
and ours.” 3 

Had the {cheme for taxing the colonies been attempt- 
ed, it would have meescnital a ferment, that muft have 
prevented thofe exertions in the common caufe, which 
were given into. by the New Englanders, efpecially the 
Ray-men, fo the inhabitants of the Maffachu/etts Bay are 
frequently called. 

War being declared, againft Spain, a requifition of 
troops was made.to. the Maffachufetis, and a larger num- 
ber raifed and embarked on his majefty’s fervice. than 
was required, of whom, {carce one in fifty returned. 

Upon receiving the declaration of war with Prance, the } 
general court, then fitting, made immediate provifion for 


_raifine forces for Annapolis i in Nova Scotia: they happily 


the country. Divers times.afterward, Nova Scotia, wher 
attacked by the French, was relieved by the Bay-me 

fo that during that. unprofperous war, chee was 
always. kept of it for the crown of Great Britain. 

But the moft important fervice to be mentioned, is 
_the reduction of Loui/burgh. Governor Shirley’s heart 
was fet upon effecting it. He prevailed upon the two | 
houfes to lay themfelves under an oath of fecrecy; and _ 
then communicated his plan of the expedition. “Accom 
mittee .was appointed to. confider it, and were feyeral | 


days jit, deliber: ating. After mature confideration, a 
The report was _ 


accepted, and the members of the court laid afide alk 


thoughts of the expedition. By the governor’s influ- 


_ ence probably, as well as with his approbation, d petition 


from 


a 
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from a Humber of merchants was prefénted to the houfe 
of reprefentatives, praying a re-confideration of their 
vote, and their agreement to the governor’s propotal. 
A fecond committee reported in favor of it. The re- 
port was debated in the houfe the whole day. It is re- 
markable, that Mr! Ofiver * fell down, and broke his 
leg, while going to the houfe, with a full defign of op- 
pofing the expedition. His prefence would have made 
“4 majority, and overfet it; but this accident occafioned 
his abfence ; and upon the divifion in the houfe at night, 
the numbers were equal. The fpeaker, Thomas Huitch- 
inJon, efq; + was. called upon to give the cafting vote; 
which he did in favor of it, though he oppofed it when 
in the committee’’ He was, probably, prevailed upon 
thus ‘to vote, that hé might fecure the favor of the go- 
vernor, and-render himfelf the more popular. 

The point being now fettled, there is an immediate Jan- my, 
union of both parties; and all are equally zealous ie Bh, atria 
carrying the defign into execution. Meflengers aker } 
difpatched as far as Penn/ylvania, to entreat the junction 
of the feveral governments in the expedition. All ex- 
—-cufe themfelves, except Connecticut, New Hampflire, and 
Rhode Ifland. "The firft agrees to raife 500 men, the 
other two 300 each. © Connecticut and Rhode Ifand con- 
fent alfo, that their colony floops fhall be employed as 
cruifers. oid TOR tovitm 

The time for preparing is fhort. But the winter 
proves fo favorable, that -all kinds of out-door bufinefs 
is carried on as well, and with as great difpatch, as ar 
any other feafon. The appointment of a general officer 
is of the utmoft confequence. He muft be acceptable 


* The prefent lieu. governor [1772.] + The prefent governor f1942.) 
: 3 fo 


Ti2 


a 


‘this circumftance. 


of the expedition. 


that any alteration of the prefent command would be 


of commiffion officers. 


ders, received while under fail from Port/mouth in New — 
Hampfbire on her way to Britain. 
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to the body of the people; the inliftment depends upoa 
It is not eafy to find a perfon, thus 
qualified, willing to accept. Colonel Pepperrell* has the 
offer from the governor; but is rather preffed into the 
fervice, than engages voluntarily. His example, in quit- 
ing for the préfent his extenfive mercantile bufinels, has 
confiderable influence ; and induces inferior officers, and 
even private foldiers, to quit their {maller concerns, for’ 
the fervice of their country. Governor Wentworth, of 
New Hamphhire, offers afterward to take the command 
Two or three gentlemen of pru- | 
dence and judgment, are confulted upon the occafion, 
by governor Shirley, who finds them clearly of. opinion, 


attended with the greateft rifk, of entirely difgufting both 
the Maffachufetts aflembly and foldiers +. By the efforts 
of ‘a general exertion in all orders of men, the arma- 
ment is ready, fails, and arrives at Can/o the fourth of 
April. The Bay-men confift of 3,250 troops, exelufive 
The New Hamp/bire forces, 
304, including officers, arrived four days before. The 
Conneficut, being 516 inclufive, arrive on the twenty- | 
fifth, The 300 Rhode [anders do not arrive ull the i 
place has furrendered. | 

Toward the end of the month, commodore Wan 
arrives from the Weft Indies, with a fixty gun fhip, and 
two of forty; and joins another of forty, which had. 
reached Can/o the day before, in confequence of his or- _ 


The men of war 


-fail-immediately to cruife before Louifburg. “The forces 
_ * Grandfather of the prefent Sir William uate rell 11787. ] 
+ Governor Shirley’s Letter of “February 10; 1744. 
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foon follow, and land at Chapeaurouge bay the lait cay of 
April. The tran{ports are difcovered from the town 
early in the morning, which gives the inhabitants the 


‘firft knowledge of the defign. 

The fecond day after landing, 400 men march round, 
behind the hills, to the north-eaft harbour, where they 
| get about midnight, and Gre all the houfes and ftore- 
houfes, until they come within a mile of the grand bat- 
‘tery. The clouds of thick fmoke, proceeding from the 
pitch, tar, and other combuftbles, prevent the garrifon’s 
difcovering the enemy, though but a few rods diftant. 
They expect the body of the army upon them, and de- 
fert the fort, having thrown their powder into a well; 
but the cannon and fhot are left, and prove of fervice 
to the Americans. A party, lefs than twenty, come up 
to the battery the next morning early; and fecing no 
figns of men, fufpect a plot, and are afraid to enters 
| At length, an Indian, for a pint of rum, ventures in 
alone throvigh an embrature, and difcovers the ftate of 
jt to the reft, juft as a number of French are relanding 
to recover pofleffion. ‘Ihe army has near two miles ta 
tranfport their cannon, mortars, &e. through a morafs. 
This muft be done by mere dint of labor. The hardieft 
and ftrongeft bodies are employed, and the fervice per- 


formed, agreeable to the advice of major Ezekiel Gil- 
'man of Exeter, who having been ufed to draw the 
-mafts over the fwamps, propofed making fleds to put the 
cannon, &c. upon, and then yoking the men together 
for draught. The men know nothing of regular ap-/ 
proaches. They make merry with the terms, zigzags 
and epaulements; and taking advantage of the night, 


| go on, void of art, in their own natural way. a, 
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While the forces are bufy afhore, the men of war, and | 
other veffels, are cruifing off the harbour, when the 
weather permits ; and on the eighteenth of May, cap- 
ture a French fixty-four gun fhip, having 560 men on 
board, and ftores of all forts for the garrifon. This 
prize, with the arrival of other Britith fhips, makes the 
commodore’s fleet eleven by the twelfth of June, con- | 
fitting of a 64, four of 60 guns, one of 50, and five of | 
40.. It is given out, that an attack will be made by | 
fea with the fhips, on the eighteenth, while the army | 
do the like by land. Whether a general ftorm is really 
intended or not, the French feem to expect it, from the | 
preparations on board the men of war, and do not incline } 
to ftand it. On the fifteenth, a flag of truce is fent to ! 
the general, defiring a ceffation of hoftilities, that they | 
may confider of articles for a capitulation. ‘Time 1s al- | 
towed; but their articles are rejeéted by the general and | 
commodore, and others offered, which are accepted | 
by the French, and hoftages exchanged. The city is | 
delivered up on the feventeenth, But as it is a time to | 
expect veffels from all parts to Louifburgh, the French 
flag is kept flying as a decoy. Two Eaft India, and | 
one South Sea fhip, of the value of 600,0001. fterling, 
are taken by the fquadron, at the mouth of the harbour, | 
into which they undoubtedly meant to enter. 

The weather proved remarkably fine during the Geos 
the day after the furrender, the rains began and conti-_ 
nued ten days inceffantly, which would undoubtedly 
have proved fatal to the expedition, had not the capitu- 
It is not of material confequence for | 


lation prevented. 
us to determine, whether the land or fea force had the 


greateft fhare in the reduction of Loui/burgh. Neither | 


would: 
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would have fucceeded alone. But there was, certainly, 
the ftrongeft evidence of a generous, noble, public fpirit, 
‘in the New Englanders, which firft inclined them to the 
undertaking, and of a firmnefs of mind in the profe- 
cution of it; for the labor, fatigue, and other hard- 
fhips of the fiege, were without parallel in all preceding 
American operations *. The paying of the charges of this 
expedition in 1748, leflens not the merit of the New 
England attempt; for they began it when they had no 
promife, and very little profpect of being reimburfed. 


Had it not fucceeded, they would not have been reim- 
‘burfed, and muft therefore have been involved in the 
oreateft diftrefs. This they forefaw, and yet cheerfully 
ran the rifk for the public fervice. It would have coft 
the crown double the fum paid the New England go- 
vernments, to have fent an armament from Great Bri- 
tain for the reduction of the fame place. ‘The colonies 
met with a heavy lofs, not eafily repaired, in the de- 
ftruction of the flower of their youth, by camp p fevers, 
other fickneffes, the hardfhips and diftrefles of the fiece. 
Of how much importance Louifburgh was in the opi- 
‘nion of the French, appeared from their demanding two 
hoftages of the firft nobility in Britain, as pledges for 
its reftitution. 

Should you hereafter read, “* The leading men in the 
government of the Ma/ffachu/etts, having been guilty of 
certain mal-practices, for which they were in danger of 


* Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, Vol. I]. p. 407-420. The above ac- 

count varies from Hutchinfon’s, being corrected in fome inftances, 

| from a manufcript copy of the Hiftory of the Reduction of Louitburgh, 

| fent by Mr. Shirley to the duke of Newcaftle; and improved in others 
from information given me. 
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being called to an account, projected the expedition 
againft Cape Breton, in order to divert the ftorm: and 
proving fuccefsful, the Englifh nation was fo overjoyed, 
that they forgot every other idea in the general trant- 
port, fo that the planners and conductors of the expe- 
dition, inftead of being called to account for former 
mifdemeanors, found themfelves carefled and applauded” 


believe it not—efpecially fhould the writer give “ this 


public notice, I build nothing upon the prefent narra- 
tion; and I only offer it (becaufe not corroborated by 
fufficient evidence) as a probable cafe, and as my own 
opinion *.”’ Should he be a D. D. you may think it 
would have been well for him to have recollected the 
complaint of feremiah, “ I heard the defaming of 
many ; report, /ay they, and we will report :’’ and fo to 
have been filent on the head of Cape Breton. Should 
you judge it uncharitable to retort upon him; yet you 
may deem it juft to remind him of his own, do you } 
find him ufing fuch like expreffions as thefe, “ As I | 
never believed Dr. Franklin in any public matter, ex- 
cepting in his electrical experiments, I was retolved to 
fee with my own eyes, whether what he advanced was 
true or not, having a ftrong fufpicion that he fibbed de- 
fienedly, like Sir Henry Wotton’s embaflador, patria 
caufa t.” | 
But to return, the year after the reduction of Louif- 
burgh, Great Britain entertained the defign of reducing — 
Canada, ; and requifitions were made to the colonies, 
from New Hampfhire to Virginia inclufive. It was 
expected, that they fhould raife at leaft sooo men; . 
* See the Poftfcript of Dean T reecdnee addrefs, 
+ The Dean’s letter to Edmund Burke, Efq; p. 27. | 
| they 
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they voted $200; and the Maffachu/ett’s, to the amount 

of 3500, were ready to embark by the middle of July, 
‘about fix weeks from the firft notice *. Though the 
expedition was not profecuted ; this did not leffen the 
merit of the colonies, in preparing to fecond the views 
of the Britifh government. 

No fooner were the diftreffes of war clofed, by the 17438 
“renewal of peace; than the colonitts, particularly of 
New England, were alarmed with the report of an dme- 
rican epifeopacy ; which it was the moft earneft defire of | 
Dr. Thomas Secker, \ate archbifhop of Canterbury, to 
eftablifh. ‘T’he Doétor, when bifhop of Oxford, in his 
{ermon before the Society for propagating the gofpel, &c. 
-« began thofe invectives againft the colonifts and their 
religious character, which have been unwarily continued, 
and were founded entirely upon mifinformations, and 
| mifreprefentations of interefted perfons, the miffionaries 
—efpecially, who found their account in abufing better - 
chriftians than themfelves +.” This conduct had not 
the leaft tendency to reconcile them to the project, but 
the dire&t contrary; and argued a fecret bitternefs of 
| fpirit, which promifed no great moderation, if the fcheme. 
of epifcopifing fucceeded. The talk of introducing 
bifhops into America, was very warm among the epif- 
copalians in Connecticut ; and it 1s not an uncharitable 
conjecture, that it originated from, or was promoted 
by the zeal of bifhop Secker, During the height of 
the converfation, a worthy divine, now at Rhode Ifland, 
had the hopes of a bifhopric held out to him, to in-.. 


i Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, Vol. II. p. 424. 
+ See a collection of letters and-eflays in favor of public liberty, 
in three vols, printed for Wilkie, Vol. ILI. p. 34, 42. 
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duce him to turn epifcopalian, though without. effect, 
The colonifis had reafon to dread the introduction of 
epifcopacy, for it could ‘not be thought, it fhould come 
unaccompanied with fuch a degree of civil power, as 
would at length trample upon the rights of other deno- 
_ minations. An extenfive and united hierarchy, how- 
-ever named, when armed with civil authority and in 
alliance with {tate power, is adangerous engine, if under 
the direction of a crafty politician. The failure of the 
epifcopifing project, at this period, might be owing ina 
great meafure, to the part the diffenting deputation acted 
upon the occafion: for which the reprefentatives of the 


Maflachufetts-bay returned them their thanks, in a” 


mefiage figned by the fpeaker *. But though the co- 
lonies were relieved from this caufe of uneafinefs, they 

t750. were laid under another, by the parliament’s paffing an. 
act, enacting, “ ‘That from and after the twenty-fourth 
of June, 1750, no mill, or other engine, for Sitting or 
rolling Ot tra, or any plating forges to work with a silt 
bamimer, or any furnace for making ftecl, fhall be ereét- 
ed; or, after fuch erection, continued in any of bis ma- 
jefiy’s colonies in America.” 


The four New England colonies however, had no 


juft reafon to complain, when the power of parliament |} 


i751. pafied an act “to regulate and reftrain paper bills of 
credit in faid governments, and to prevent the fame 
being legal tenders.in payment of money ;” as they had’ 
made the act abfolutely neceffary, that fo Britith cre- 
ditors might be fecured from being defra uded by a legal 
tender of a depreciated and depreciating paper currency. | 


* See a fhort account of thesproteedings of the deputation, p. g.. 
eae . The | 
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The year after the peace, a grant of 600,000 acres 
of the fineft American land, in the neighbourhood of 
| the Obio, was made out to certain noblemen merchants 
and others, of Weftminffer London and Virginia, who 
-affociated under the title of the Ohio Company. The 
governor of Canada obtained early intelligence of it; 
and was alarmed with the apprehenfion, that a fcheme 
| was in agitation, which would for ever deprive the French 
of the advantage arifing from the trade with the Twigh- 
 fwees, and cut off the communication fo beneficial to 
the colonies of Louifiana and Canada. He wrote there- 
fore to the governors of New York and Pennfylvania, 
acquainting them, that thé Enelifh traders had en- 
croached on the French territories, by trading with their 
Indians; and that if they did not defift, he fhould be 
obliged to feize them wherever they were found. This 
was the firft time that either French or Britifh had pre- 
tended to any exclufive tr ade with any Indians, or even 
the declared friends and allies of either ; for i it was ex- 
prefsly ftipulated by the treaty of Utrecht, that, on both 
fides, the two nations fhould enjoy full liberty of going 
and coming among the Indians, of either fide, on ac- 
count of trade ; and that the natives of the Indian coun- 
tries fhould, with the fame liberty, refort as they vleafed, 
to the Britifh or French colonies, for the purpofe of 
trade, without any moleftation from either the Britith 
or French fubjects. 

‘The Britifh Indian trade had been carried on moftly 
with Pennfylvania, by the river Su/quebanna: a great part - 
of it was now to be diverted into another channel by the 
Obio company ; who by opening a waggon-road through 
the country, and building a truck-houfe at Will’s-creek, 

I 4 were 
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were providing for its being carried into Virginia by the 
Patomek. Vhe Pennfylvania traders, jealous of the Ohio 
company, were upon the watch to injure them, which 
foon offered, when Mr. Gz? was employed by the com- 
pany, in furveying the lands upon the Ofvo, in order to 
their procuring 600,000 acres of the beft and moft con- 
venient for the Indian trade. 


He carefully concealed 
his defign from the Indians, who were no lefs fufpicious 


fettle their lands, made ufe of threats. ‘They were not 


pacified, till there was delivered to them a pretended 
meffage from the king of Great Britain. 


ployed ; and while he was on his progrefs, in the fpring 
1751-0f 1751, fome French parties with their Indians, put 
the governor of Canada’s menace into execution, and 

re) D) 


Twightwees, and carried them to a fort they were build- 
at the capture of their brethren, retired to the Indian 


si lence done to their allies, affembled to the number of 
five or fix hundred, and fcoured the woods till they 
found 


Pennfylvania. 


three French traders, whom they fent to 
The French however, determined to 
perfift; and proceeded to build a fecond fort, about 
- | fifteen miles fouth of the former, upon one of the branches 
of the Ohio. They alfo erected a fort at the conflux of 
‘the Obie and Vabache; and thus completed their de- 
fisned communication between the mouth of the Mi 
Sdipei ana the river St, Lagrenge. Nothing was done 


and inquifitive;- and being jealous that he meant to- 


The Pennfyl- |} 
vania traders, actuated by revenge, informed both French | 
and Indians, what was the fervice on which he was em- |. 


8753: feized the Britifh traders, who were trading among the 
ing on the fouth-fide of lake Erie. The Britifh alarmed 


towns for fhelter, and the Twightwees, refenting the vio-_ 
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by the Pennfylvania government, fo that the French 


continued to ftrengthen themfelves without interruption ; 
and encouraged by the little notice taken of their vio- 
‘lence, began to feize and plunder every Britifh trader 
| they found on any part of the Odio. | | 


Repeated complaints were made to lieutenant gover-.. 


nor Dinwiddie of Virginia; and as the Ohio company, — 
whofe exiftence depended upon ftopping the French en-— 


croachments and pretenfions on that river, had great 
influence there, that colony was prevailed ike to act 


with fome vigor. 
The lieutenant governor having informed the houfe 


f 
_ of burgefies, on the firft of November, that the French 
had erected a fort on the Ohio, it was refolved to 


fend fomebody to Mr. Sz. Pierre, the French comman- 
dant, to demand the reafon of his hoftile proceedings, 
and to require him at the fame time, to withdraw his 


| forces. Major Wa/bington, who was of age only on the 
| eleventh of the preceding February, offered his fervice 


on this important occafion. The diftance he had to g0, 


“was more than four hundred miles; two hundred of 


which lay through a tracklefs defert inhabited by In- 
dians; and the feafon was uncommonly fevere. Not- 
withftanding thefe difcouraging circumitances, the major 
attended by one companion only, fat out upon this ha- 
zardous enterprife. He travelled from Winchefter on 
foot, carrying his provifions on his back. Upon his 
arrival at the place of deftination and delivering his 


— meflage, the French commandant refufed to comply, 
‘denied the charge of hoftilities, and faid that the coun- 


try belonged to the king of France; that no Englifh- 
man had a right to trade upon any of its rivers; and 
that 
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that, therefore, he would feize according to orders, and 
fend prifoners to Canada, every Englifhman that fhould 
attempt to trade upon the Ohio or any of its branches. 
Before major Wa/bington had got back, or the Virgi- 
nians had heard of the French commandant’s anfwer, 
they fent out proper people, provided with materials 
for erecting a fort at the conflux of the Ofi0 and Monon- 
gabela, whom he met on his return. After exceffive 


hardfhips and many providential efcapes, during his | 


long and tedious undertaking, he arrived fafe at Wil- 


lamfburgh and gave an account of his negotiation to the 
houfe of burgefies, the fourteenth of February following. — 


Ere the Virginians had finifhed their fort, the French 
came upon them, drove them out of the country, and 


erected a regular fort on the very fpot where they had 


been at work. The confent of the Indian warriors had 
not been gained by the Virginians, or they would have 
fupported the Britifh againft the French attack. 

Thefe proceedings of the French galled the Britifh — 
miniftry. The Ohio company, whofe fchemes were 
now demolifhed, was their fondling. They could not 
fabmit to have their friends fo treated; and therefore 
no fooner had they the news, than it was refolved to in- 


ftruct the colonies to oppofe the French encroachments 
The inftructions were received at 


by force of arms. 
Virginia early in the fpring of 1754. The Virginians 
applied to the other colonies for additional troops. Cap- 
tain James Mackay with his independent company, 
upon the firft order, marched with the utmoft expedi- 
tion from South Carolina to their affiftance. Without 
waiting for two independent companies from New York, 
who were jikewife ordered to affift them, the Virginians 
refolved 
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“refolved by themfelves with Mackay’s company, to. 
-oppofe the French encroachments; and fent off that 
and three hundred men raifed by the colony, under the 
command of late major, but now colonel Wafhington. 
An engagement enfued between a party of French from 
fort Du Quefne, whom colonel Washington attacked and 
| defeated, on the twenty-eighth of May; which put Mr. 
de Villier wpon marching down againft him with goo 
‘men befides Indians, and attacking him on the third of 
July. Wafhington made fo brave a defence behind 
a fmall incomplete entrenchment, called fort Necefity, 
that Villier feeing what defperate men he had to deal 
with, and defirous of faving his own, offered him an ho- 
~norable capitulation ; but the French officer was careful, 
in forming the articles, to throw the blame of the war 
upon the Britifh, and to make it thought that they were 
the aggreffors, ; , 
The lords commiffioners for trade and plantations, 
| had alfo recommended to the feveral colonies, to ap- 
- point commiffioners to meet each other. Their lord- 
| fhips defigned, that there fhould be a general league of 
 friendfhip, between all the colonies and the Indians, in 
| his majefty’s name. The Maffachu/etts general court not 
only acceded to the propofal, but both houfes defired 
his excellency, governor Shirley, ‘‘ to pray his majefty, April 
that affairs which relate to the fix nations and their al- '% 
lies, may be put under fome general direction as his 
_ majefty fhall think proper ; that the feveral governments 
may Ge obliged to bear their proportions of defending 
his majefty’s territories againft the encroachments of the 
French, and the ravages and incurfions of the Indians.” 
| 5 A ge- 


July. 
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A general meeting of the governors and chief men 
from feveral of the colonies, was held at A/bany. At 
this congrefs, the commiffioners were unanimoufly of 
opinion, that an union of all the colonies was abfolutely 
neceflary for their common defence. ‘The plan was, in 
fhort, “ That a grand council fhould be formed of 
members to be chofen. by the affemblies, and fent from 
all the colonies; which council together with a gover- 
nor general to be appointed by the crown, fhould be 
empowered to make general laws, to raife money in all 
the colonies, for the defence of the whole.” It was 
drawn up by Mr. Hutchinfon; was accepted, and fent 
home. Had it been approved and eftablithed, Brith 
America thought itfelf fufficiently able to cope with the 
French without further affiftance; feveral of the colonies, 
in former years, having alone withftood the whole power 
of the enemy, unaffifted not only by the mother coun- 
try, but by any of the neighbouring provinces. A 
ftamp adwas talked of among the commiffioners, of which 


number was Mr. (now Dr.) Franklin, one of the three 


from Pennfylvania; and it was thought a proper mode 
of taxing ; under the apprehenfion, that in its operation’ 
it would affect the feveral governments fairly and equally. 
The idea of a ftamp act had been held out, fo early as 

1739, in two publications drawn up by a club of Ame- 
rican merchants, at the head of whom were Sir Wilham 
Keith, governor of Pennfylvania, Mr. Yobua Gee and 
many others. They propofed, for the protection of the 
Britith traders among the Indians, the raifing a body of 
regulars, to be ftationed all along the weftern frontier 


_of the Britifh fettlements; and that the expence fhould 


be paid from the monies arifing from a duty on ftampt 
papys 
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paper and parchment in all the colonies, to be laid on 


them by act of parliament. The congrefs plan was not 
agreeable to the views of miniltry 5 and another was 
| propofed— That the governors of all the colonies, at- 
tended by one or two members of their refpective coun- 
cls, fhould affemble, concert meafures fot the defence 
of the whole, erect forts where they judged proper, and 
-yaife what troops they thought necefiary, with power to 
draw upon the Britifh treafury for the fums that. fhould 
be wanted ; and the treafury to be re-imburfed bya tax 
laid on the colonies by aét of parliament.” When you 
are reminded, that the governors and councils were 
chiefly of the king’s appointing, you will be apt to view 
the {cheme, as.a moft fubtile and dangerous contrivance, 
to provide for favorites, to fap the liberties of the Ame- 
“ricans, and eventually to chain them down to the moit: 
abjeét flavery. Had the congrefs plan met with, the 
countenance of miniftry,. it might have been adopted 
| after a while ; though of that, it appeared, there coud 
be no certainty ; for when the governor laid it before 
| the Maffachujetts affembiy in O&tober, the aflembly ce- 
termined, not to give it the leaft -countenance. » The. 
minifterial plan was tran{mitted to governor Shirley, who 
~ was known to be for the Britifh parliament’s laying the 
tax. It was communicated by him to Mr. Franklin, 
then at his native place Bofton, who foon returned. it 
with 4 few fhort remarks, and the next day fent.the go- 
vernor the following letter, viz, 
66 Sib ea Wednefday morning, Dec. 17 54, 
{ mentioned it yefterday to your excellency, as my 
opinion, that excluding the people of the colonies from 
all 
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all fhare in the choice of the grand council, would pro- 
bably give extreme diflatisfaction, as well as the taxing 
them by an act of parliament, where they have no re- 
prefentative. In matters of general concern to the peo- 
ple, and efpecially where burdens are to be laid upon 
them, it is of ufe to confider, as well what they will be 
apt to think and fay, as what they ought to think; I 
fhall therefore, as your excellency requires it of me, 
briefly mention what of either kind occurs to me on 
this occafion. 


Firft, they will fay, and perhaps with juftice, that the 


body of the people in the colonies are as loyal, and as 
firmly attached to the prefent conftitution and reigning 
family, as any fubjects in the king’s dominions : 

That there is no reafon to doubt the readinefs and 
willingnefs of the reprefentatives they may choofe, to 
grant from time to time fuch fupplies for the defence of 
the country, as fhall be judged neceflary, fo far as = 
abilities will allow: 

That the people in the colonies, who are to feel the 
immediate mifchiefs of invafion and conqueft by an 
enemy, in the lofs of their eftates, lives and liberties,’ 
are likely to be better judges of the quantity of forces 
neceflary to be raifed and maintained, forts to be built 


and fupported, and of their own abilities to bear the | 


expence, than the parliament of England at fo great a 
diftance:  — 

That governors often come to the colonies iHerdly to 
make fortunes, with which they intend to return to Bri- 
tain; are not always men of the beft abilities or inte- 
grity; have many of them no eftates here, nor any na- 
tural connections with us, that fhould make them hear- 
tily 
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‘tily concerned for our welfare; and might poffibly be. _ 
fond of raifing and keeping up more forces than necef- 
fary, from the profits accruing to themfelves, and to 
make provifion for their friends and dependants : 

That the counfellors in moft of the colonies being 
appointed by the crown, on the recommendation of go- 
vernors, are often of fmall eftates, frequently dependent 
‘on the governors for offices, and therefore too much 
under influence: 

That there is, therefore, great reafon to be jealous 
of a power in fuch governors and councils, to raife fuch 
fums as they fhall judge neceffary, by draft on the lords 
of the treafury, to be afterward laid on the colonies by 
act of parliament, and paid by the people here; fince 
they might abufe it, by projecting ufelefs expeditions, 
haraffing the people, and taking them from their labors 
to execute fuch projects, merely to create offices and 
employments, and gratify their dependants, and divide 
“profits: 

That the parliament of England is at a great diftance, 
fubje& to be mifinfermed and mifled by fuch governors _ 
‘and councils, whofe united interefts might probably fe- 
‘cure them againft the effect of any complaint from 
hence : | 
That it is fuppofed to be an undoubted right of Eng- 
‘lifbmen, ‘not to be taxed but by their own conient given 
through their reprefentatives: ! $ 

That the colonies have no reprefentatives in parlia- 
ment: ai ? 

_ That to propofe taxing them by parliament, and re-’ 
fufe them the liberty of choofing a reprefentative coun- 
cil, to meet in the colonies, and confider and judge of 
: | the 
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the neceflity of any general tax, and the quantum, fhows: 
a fufpicion of their loyalty to the crown, or of their re+ 
gard for their country, or of their common fenfe and. 
underftanding, which they have not deierved: , 

That compelling the colonies to pay money without 
their confent, would be rather like raifing contributions 
in an enemy’s country, than taxing ydingullmnet for their. 
own public benefit : mt 

That it would be treating them as a conquered peo-_ ! 
ple, and not as true Britith fubjects : 

That a tax laid by the reprefentatives of the colonial 
might eafily be leflened, as the occafions fhould leffen;_ 
but being once laid by parliament, under the influence: 
of the reprefentations made by governors, would pro~ 
bably be kept up, and continued for the benefit of go-) 
vernors, to the grievous burden and difcouragement of. | 
the colonies, and Besse? of their growth and in-. 
creafe : | | | 

That a power in governors to mar h the inhabitants 
from one end of the Britifh and French colonies to the 
other, being a country of at leaft 1,500 {quare miles, 
without the approbation or confent of their reprefenta- 


tives firft obtained, might occafion expeditions grievous 
and ruinous to the people, and would put them upon a 
footing with the fubjeéts of France in Canada, that now 


groan under fuch oppreffion from their governor, who 
for two years paffed, has haraffed them with long and 
deftructive marches to the Ohio: 

That, if the colonies in a body may be well poveenedll 
by governors and councils appointed by the crown with- 
out reprefentatives, particular colonies may as well, or 
better, be fo governed: a tax may be laid on them all 

by 
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by act, of parliament, for fupport of government, and 
their aflemblies be difmiffed as an ufelefs part of the 
conftitution: | 

; Thatthe powers propoted by the “/dany plan of union, 
to be vefted in a grand reprefentative council of the 
people, even with regard to military matters; are not {fo 
great as thofe the colonies of Rhode Iland and Con= 
netficut are entrufted with by their charter, and have 
never abufed: for by this plan, the prefident general is 


appointed by the crown, and controls all by his negative; 
but in thefe governments, the people choofe the gover- 


nor, and yet allow him no negative: 

That the Britifh colonies bordering on the French; 
are properly frontiers of the Britifh empire; and the 
frontiers of an empire are properly defended at the joint 
expence of the body of the people in fuch empire. It 
would now be thought hard, by, aé& of parliament, to 
oblige the cinque ports, or fea coafts of Britain, to 
maintain the whole navy, becauie they are more imme- 
diately defended by it; not allowing them at the fame 
time, a vote in choofing the members of parliament : 
and if the frontiers in America muft bear the expence 
lof their own defence, it feems hard to allow them no 
fhare in voting the money, judging of the neceffity and 
fam, or advifing the meafures: | 

That befides the taxes neceffary for the defence of 
the frontiers, the colonies pay yearly great fums to the 
mother country unnoticed; for taxes paid in Britain, by 
the landholder or artificer, muft enter into and increafe 
the price of the produce of land, and of manufactures — 
made of it; and great part of this is paid by confumer 
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in the colonies, who thereby pay a confiderable part of] 
the Britifh taxes. | 

We are reftrained in our trade with foreign nations,] 
and where we could be fupplied with any manufacture) 
cheaper from them, but muft buy the fame dearer from] 
Britain, the difference of price is a clear tax to Britain.) 
We are obliged to carry great part of our produce di-} 
rectly to Britain ; and wherein the duties there laid upon] 
it leffen its price to the planter, or it fells for lefs than} 
it would in foreign markets, the difference is a tax paid} 
-to Britain. . ‘ 

Some manufaéiures we could make, but are forbidden} 
and mutt take of Briti/b merchants; the whole price of | 

thefe is a tax paid to Britain. | 

By our greatly increafing the demand and asa | 
tion of Britifh manufactures, their price is confiderably} 
raifed of late years: their advance is clear profit to Bri- 
tain, and enables its people better to pay great taxes;} 
and much of it being paid by us, is a clear tax fo} 
Britain. 

‘In fhort, as we are not fuffered to regulate our trade, | 
and reftrain the importation and confumption of Britith| 
fuperfluities, (as Britain can the confumption of foreign 
fuperfluitics) our whole wealth centres finally among the 
merchants and inhabitants of Britain; and if we make 
them richer, and enable them better to: pay their taxes, | 
it is nearly the fame as being taxed ourfelves, and 
equally beneficial to the crown.. Thefe kind of fecon- 
dary taxes however, we do not complain -of, though 
we have no fhare in the laying or difpofine of them: 
but to pay immediate heavy taxes, in: the ‘aes ap- 

propriation,, 
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propriation, and difpofition of which we have no part, 
and which, perhaps, we may know to be as unneceflary 
/as grievous, muft feem hard meafure to Englifomen; who 
cannot conceive, that by hazarding their lives and for- 
| tunes, in fubduing and fettling new countries, extending 
‘the dominion, and increafing the commerce of their 
‘mother nation, they have forfeited the native rights of 
Britons, which they think ought rather to be given them 
as due to fuch merit, if they had been before in a ftate 
of flavery. Thefe, and fuch kind of things as thefe, I 
apprehend, will be thought and faid by the people, if 
the propofed alteration of the Albany plan fhould take 
place. Then the adminiftration of the board of gover- 
‘nors and councils fo appointed, not having any repre- 
fentative body of the people to approve and unite in 
its meafures, and conciliate the minds of the people to 
them, will probably become fufpeéted and odious: 
dangerous animofities and feuds will arife between the 
‘governors and governed, and every thing go into con- 
fufion. : 

_ Perhaps 1 am too apprehenfive in this matter; but 
having freely given my opinion and reafons, your excel- 
lency can judge better than I whether there be any 
weight in them; and the fhortnefs of the time allowed 
‘me, will, I hope, in fome degree, excufe the imperfec- 
tions of this fcrawl. 

With the greateft refpect and fidelity, I have the ho- 
‘nor to be, your excellency’s moft obedient and moft 
humble fervant, : 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.” 
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Thefe letters might be tranfmitted to, and might 
difpofe the miniftry to decline urging their plan of 
uniting and governing the colonies; but Mr. Shirley 
wrote to governor Wentworth of New Hampjhire, May 
35, 1755—* I may affure your excellency, from every 
letter I have of late received from Sir ‘Thomas Robin- 
fon, I have reafon to think that his majefty hath a de- 
pendance upon a common fund’s being raifed in all his 
colonies upon this continent, in proportion to their re- 


fpeétive abilities, for defraying all articles of expentaly 


entered into for their common defence ; and that fuch 


I 


K 


an one muft, in the end, be either heise rily raifed, or | 


elfe affeffed in fome way or other.’ The miniftry dif 
covered a difpofition to raife a revenue in them, “hie 


induced the Maeffachufetts general court thus to inftruct } 


their agent; “ It is more efpecially expected, that you 
oppofe every thing that fhall have the remoteft tendency 


to raife a revenue in the plantations, for any public ufes | 
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or fervices of government: 


have reafon to think full continue for raijing a revenile 
out-of the molaffes trade.” “The alarming ftate of pub- 
lic affairs might divert the miniftry from purfuing their 


inclinations. | . re . 
It had been concluded to take effectual meafures for 
driving the French from the Ohio; and for the reduction 
of Niagara, Crown Point, and their forts in, Nova Scotia. 
General Braddock was accordingly fent from Ireland te_ 
Virginia, with two regiments of foot; and when ar: 
rived, and joined by the reft of the forces deftined for 
that fervice, found himfelf at the head of about 2,200 
_men. 


he wrote to them the | 
twenty-ninth of May following, ‘ The inclinations I 
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men. He had bravery, but wanted other qualifications 
to render him fit for the fervice to which he was ap- 
jpointed. Fils feverity prevented his having the love of 
Iche regulars + “his haughtinefs, the love of the Ameri- 
jcans5 and what was worte, difeufted the Indians, and 
Jed him to defpife the country militia, and to flight the 
advice of the Virginia officers. Colonel Wajfbington 
earneftly begged of him, when the army was marching 
for fort du Queue, to admit of his going before, and 
{couring the woods .with his rangers, which was con- 
‘temptuoufly refuted. The general had been cautioned 
iby the duke of Cumberland, to ouard againft a furprife ; 


and yethe puthed on heedlefsly with the firft divifion, 


400, chiefly Indians, by whom he was defeated and-o. © 
“mortally wounded, on the ninth of July. The tegu- 
| lars were put into the greateft panic, and fled in the 
_ utmoft confufion: the militia had been ufed to Indian 
| fighting, and were not fo terrified. The general had 
 difdainfully turned them into the rear: they continued 
| in a body, unbroken, and ferved under colonel Wajb- 
ington as a moft ufeful rear-guard; covered the retreat 
of the regulars, and prevented their being entirely cut 
off. , | ! 

Previous to this, and agreeable to the views of the ~ 
| Britifh miniftry, the Maffachufetts affembly, who had 
never been remifs upon the profpect of a French war, 
raifed a body of troops, which were fent to Neva Scotia, 
to affift lieutenant governor Lawrence in driving the 
French from their feveral encroachments within that 
province. The fecrecy and difpatch ufed in this fervice 
was rewarded with fuccefs. 

t Resa The 


confifting of 1400 men, till he fell into an ambufcade of 7755 5 
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The expedition againft Niagara was entrufted with 
governor Shirley; but failed through various caufes. _ 

Sir William (then colonel) ‘fobufon was appointed to 
go again{ft Crown Point. The délays, flownefs, and de- 
ficiency of preparations, prevented the feveral colonies 
joining their troops till about Auguft. Meanwhile the 
active enemy had tranfported forces from France to 
Canada, marched them down to meet the provincials, 
and attacked them ; but, meeting with a repulfe, loft fix 
hundred men, befides having their general baron 
Diefkau, wounded and made prifoner. 


The Maffachufetts the next year, raifed a great arma- 


ment to go againft Crown Pom; but Lord Loudon on 
his arrival, did not think it proper that the forces fhould 
proceed. Afterward a temporary mifunderftanding took 
place between his lordfhip and the general court; from 
his apprehending, that they thought a provincial law 
neceflary to enforce a Britifh act of parliament, and were 
willing to difpute upon that fubject. He determined to 


have no difpute, but that the troops under his command. 


fhould be quartered agreeable to what he thought the i | 


public good required ; and wrote to governor Pownall, 


«< J have ordered the meffenger to wait but 48 hours in 
Bofton; and if, on his return, I find things not fettled, 
I will inftantly order into Bo/fox the three battalions from 


New York, Long Ifland, and Conneéticut; and if 


more are wanted, I have two in the Jerfeys at hand, 
befide three in Pennfylvania.” Notwithftanding this» 
declaration, on December the fixth, the legiflature paffed 


an act, which led him to conceive, that he was under’ 


an abfolute neceflity of fettling the point at once, and 
therefore he ordered the troopsto march, The general 
| court 


| 
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court finding how matters were going, did not venture 
upon extremities, but became pliable; fo that his lord- 
{hip wrote, December 26, “ As I cannow depend upon 
the affembly’s making the point of quarters eafy in ail 
‘time coming, I have countermanded the march of the 
troops.” ‘The general court were certainly terrified ; 
and to remove all unfavorable impreffions, faid in the 
clofe of their addrefs to the governor, “ The authority ‘ 
of all acts of parliament, which concern the colonies, 6. 
and extend to them, is ever acknowledged in ail the 
courts of law, and made the rule of all judicial proceed- 
ings in the province. There is not a member of the 
general court, and we know no inhabitant within the 
bounds of the government, that ever queftioned this 
authority. - To prevent any ill confequences that may 
arife from an opinion of our holding fuch principles, we 
now utterly difavow them, as we fhould readily have 
done at any time paft, if there had been occafion for it; 
and we pray that his lordfhip may be acquainted there- 
with, that we may appear ‘in a true light, and that no 
impreffions may remain to our difadvantage.” How- 
ever they might not queftion, whether the authority of 
acts of parliament, concerning and extending to the 
colonies, was made the rule of all judicial proceedings 
in the province; yet you are not to infer from their 
difavowal of the contrary principle, that they admitted 
the right of parliament, either to impofe internal taxes, 
or to control their colonial government. | 
When, happily for the Britifh nation, the great Mr. 
- Pitt was placed at the head of the miniftry, the face of 
affairs was foon changed ; the war-was profecuted with 
 unexampled fuccefs, and the enemy at length driven out 
ca K 4 | of 
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of America. . But the frequent delays given to the raifing |, 
of the neceflary fupplies, efpecially in the proprietary 
governments, through the refufal of their governors or 
» councils, to admit that the: eftates of ‘the proprietors 
fhould be taxed, led Mr. Pitt to tell Mr. Franklin, that 
when the war clofed, was he in the miniftry, he thould 
take meafures to prevent its being’ in the power of the | 
colonies, to hinder sovernment’s receiving the fupplies 
that were wanted; and he added, that, was he not in 
the miniftry, he would advife his fucceffors:t6"do it. 
What thefe meafures were, he did not mention. But 
176° toward the clofe of 1759, or the beginning of 1760, | 
Mr. Pitt wrote to Francis Fauquier efg; lieutenant g0- 
vernor of Virginia, and mentioned in his letter, that. 
though they had made grants to the colonies, yet, when 
the warjwas over, they fhould tax them in order to raife 
a revenue from them. “Mr. Fauquier, in his anfwer, ex- | 
prefied his apprehenfion, that the meafure would occa- | 
fion great difturbance. The anfwer might divert Mr. - 
Pitt from his intention. Many months before, the pre- 
ent Lord Camden then Mr. Pratt, {aid to Mr. Franklin, 
in-a courfe of free converfation, “ For all what you : 
Americans fay of your loyalty, I> know: you will 
one day throw off your clependence upon: this coun- 
try; and, notwithftanding your boalted affeGtion to oe 
will fet up for independence.” The other anfwered, 
‘* No fuch ideas entertained in the mind of the Ameri. 
cans; and no fuch idea will ever enter their heads, un- 
lefs you grofsly abufe them.” « Very true, (replied 
Mr. Pratt) that is one of the main caufes I fee will | 
happen, and will produce the event,” 


‘ . f : 
The 
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The colonies in general, and the Maffachuletts in 
articular, complied with the requifitions of the minifter, 
and fhowed themfelves ready to fupport his plans for the 
redu@ion of the French power. ‘To affift and encou- 
rage their extraordinary exertions, the parliament granted 
them during the war, at different periods, no lefs 
than £.75031,666. 135. 4d. But though the large im- 
) portation of fpecie esta, did not anfwer one hal of 
their expences, it was ftill of fuch benefit to each go 
vernment, that they cheerfully feconded the views: of 
| miniftry. Upon application from admiral Saunders, the 
| {quadron employed againft Louifburgh and Quebec, was 
fupplied by soo feamen from the Maffachufetis ; befide, 
| many were at feveral times imprefied out of vefiels on 
| the fifhing banks. The colonies loft by the war, 25,000 
of their robuft young men, exclufive of failofs: The 
| Maffachujetts continually raifed the full number of troops 
affigned them: nor was it to be afcribed to the peculiar 
addrefs of Mr. Pownall, who guided them with a filken 
cord, and by praifing them plentifully, and flattering 
their’ vanity, did bufinefS§ with them in an> eafy 

manner; for it was the fame, after he was fucceeded ;.¢4, 

by governor Bernard. Befide their annual quota of cage 
men, in fome years of the war they garrifoned Louit. | 
burgh and Nova Scotia, which gave the regular forces 
opportunity for retaining Canada. The whole coft they 
were at tipon thefe accounts, and for fcouting companies 
fent’'into the Indian ‘country, and ‘for two armed vefiels 
built and maintained for the protection of the trade; 
amounted to £.754,598. ros. tod? fterling. In this 
fum, the expence of many forts and. garrifons on the 
frontiers is not included. Add, that no eftimate can be 
made 
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made of the coft to individuals, by the demand of per. 
fonal fervice. They that could not ferve in perfon, 
‘who were much the greater number, when it came to 
their turn, were obliged to hire fubftitutes at a high pre- 
-mium. They alfo who could. not be imprefied, to 


lighten the burdens of others, advanced largely for en= ) 


Moreover, the taxes were ex- 
ceeding heavy. A Bofton gentleman, of reputation and 
fortune, fent one of his rate bills to a correfpondent in 
London, for his judgment on it; and had for ans 
fwer, ‘© That he did not believe there was a man in all 
England, who paid fo much in proportion toward the 
fupport of government.”” Such was the aflefiment of 
the town in one of the years, that if a man’s income 


couraging the levies. 


was £.60 per annum, he had to pay two thirds or £.40, | 


and in that proportion whether the fum was more. or 
lefs; and if his houfe or land was valued at £.200 per 
annum, he was obliged to pay £.72. He had allo to 
pay for his poll, and thofe of all the males in his houfe, 
more than 16 years old, atthe rate of 145. 34. each: 
and to all muft be added, the part he paid of the excife 
on tea, coffee, rum, and wine*. Other towns and co- 
-Tonies might not have been affefied fo exorbitantly, but 
fome mutft certainly have been burdened with taxes. 

The above ftatement of expences is thought to be more 
correct than what gov. Bernard tranfmitted, in his letter 
of Auguft 1, 1764, to the lords of trade, in which he 
wrote, “ From 1754 to 1762, the fums iflued amount 


— > 


to £.926,000 fterling; out of which deduét, received — 
by parliamentary grant, £. 328,000; and the ordinary — 


* Dr. Chauncy’s thankfgiving fermon for the repeal 


of the ftamip- 
at in a note, | Ne 


’ 


expences 
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expences of government eftimated at £. 108,000, there 
remains £.490,000, that is near £. 500,000 fterling ex- 
pended by this province in the extraordinary charges of 
‘the war within eight years. An immenfe fum for fuch 
va fmall ftate! the burden of which has been grievoufly 
felt by all orders of men. Whereas if we compare this 
with the fouthern governments, Pennfylvania for in- 
ftance, which has expended little more than they have 
received from parliament, and Maryland which has ex- 


pended fearce any thing at all, we cannot fufficiently 


admire the inequality of the burden between one pro- 
vince and another. And when Pennfylvania has not 
been prevented by domeftic diffenfions, and have as it 
were done their beft, they have fent to the field only 
| 2,700 men, when this province has fent 5,000—5,500, 
and one year 7,000. And notwithitanding the vaft {ums 
this province has raifed, it has, by fevere taxations, kept 


its debt under.” 

_ The firft part of governor Berzard’s adminiftration 
was agreeable to the Maffachufetis general court. ‘The 
two houfes, in anfwer to his fpeech, faid, “ It gives 
us pleafure to fee, that the civil rights of the people are 
not in danger; nor are we in the leaft degree fufpicious, 


niftration. The experience we have had of your excel- 
lency’s difpofition and abilities, encourage us to hope 
| for a great fhare of public happinefs under your admi- 
niftration.” The next year, the governor told them, at 


his majefty, require my particular acknowledgment.” 


that they ever will be under your excellency’s admi-— 
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the clofe of the feffion, “ The unanimity and difpatch 1762. 
| with which you have complied with the requifitions of “P™ 
, 2350 


In his fpeech to the new court, he faid, « Every thing May 
hist that 276 
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that has been hegquirets of this province, has Been moft 
readily complied with.’ ve 2 u 
May" Both houfes, in their addreis to him, expreffed them- 
felves thus: ‘ We congratulate your excellency upon 


that unanimity, which your excellency recommends, and. 
which was never greater in the province than :at this | 
time.” The governor at the clofe of the feffion, de- 
clared his’ great fatisfaction in having obferved, that the | 


unanimity they affured him of, had fully evidenced it-. 
felf throughout all their proceedings. But the lieutenant | 


governor Mr. Hurchinfon, gained after a while too | 


much afcendency over him, and encouraged him in the | 
purfuit of wrong meafures, highly offenfive to the co- | 
lony. He had indeed done him an irreparable injury,’ 
not long after his coming to the chair. Colonel James: | 
Otis (who was repeatedly returned for Barnjtaple in Ply- | 
mouth county, notwithftanding the ftrenuous efforts 
which had been made to prevent it, on account of his. | 


fiding with government) being a lawyer, had been pro- 
mifed by Mr. Shirley, when in the. chair, to be made a 
judge of the fuperior court, upon an opportunity’s offer- | 
ing. The firft vacancy which happened, was filled up’ | 
by the appointment of the fecretary’s fon in law; for | 
which Mr. Shirley apologized, by pleading a promife 

made to the fecretary, and his having forgotten the | 
former one. Mr. Otis was fatisfied with a frefh affurance 


of the next vacancy, which was confidered by him in 
the light of a governmental promife; and it was ex- 


pected that whenever a new vacancy happened, Mr. 
Otis would be appointed. There was no new vacancy 
till a fhort time after governor Bernard entered upon his 
adminiftration, when chief juftice Sewall died. Upon | 
this 
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this death, Mr. James Otis the fon, of whom: thtexe will 
be a call to make frequent mention, expreffed himfelt 
as follows: “ If governor Bernard does not appoint my — 
father judge of the fuperior court, I will kindle fuch a 
fire in the province as fhall finge the governor,’ thouglt 
J myfelf perifh in the flames.” Mr. Hutchinfon how- 
ever, hurried to Mr, Bernard, procured a promife, 
which being once given the governor would not retract, 
-and got himfelf appointed chief juftice, by which he 
| gratified both his ambition and covetouinefs, his two 
ruling paffions. The friends of government regretted 
the appointment, foreboding the evils it would produce. 
The governor loft the influence and fupport of colonel 
Otis. The fon quitted the law-place he held; would 
never be perfuaded to refume it,,Or to accept of ano- 
ther; joined himfelf to the party which was jealous that 
the views of adminiftration were unfavorable to the 
rights of the colony, and ftood ready to oppofe all en- 
croachments; and foon became its chief leader. He 
fignalized himfelf, by pleading in a moft mafterly man- 
ner, againft granting writs of affiftance to cuftom-houfe 
officers. Thefe writs were to give them, their deputies, 
&c. a general power to enter any houfes, oc. that they 
would fay they fu/pecied. The cuftom-houte officers had 
received letters from home, directing them to a more 
{trenuous exertion in collecting the duties, and to pro- 
cure writs of affiftance. ‘The idea of thefe writs excited 
a general alarm. A ftrong jealoufy, of what might be 
eventually the effect of them upon the liberties of the » 
people, commenced. They might prove introductory 
to the moft horrid abufes; which the meaneft deputy 
of a deputy’s deputy might pra¢tife with impunity, upon 


a mer. 
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a merchant or gentleman of the firft character; and 
there would be the greater danger of fuch abufes, | 
by reafon of the immenfe diftance of the fcene of aétion | 
from the feat of government. The voice of the com- } 
plainant would not be heard three thoufand miles off, 
after the fervants of government had deafened the ears 
of adminiftration by mifteprefentations. From this pe- 
riod may be dated, the fixed, uniform, and growing op- 
pofition, which was made to the minifterial plans of en- 
croaching upon the original rights and long eftablifhed 
cuftoms of the colony. In 1761, the officers of the 
cuftoms applied to the fuperior court for fuch writs. 
‘The great oppofition that was made to it, and the argu- 
ments of Mr. Osis, difpofed the court to a refufal.; but 
Mr. Hutchinfon, who had obtained the place of chief 
juftice, prevailed with his brethren to continue the caufe 
till next term; and in the mean time, wrote to Eng. 
land, and procured a copy of the writ, and fufficient evi- 
dence of the practice of the exchequer there, after which 
ike writs were granted. But before this was effected, 
Mr. Oris was chofen one of the reprefentatives for Bofton, 
by the influence of the friends to liberty ; whofe jea-' 
loufies there and elfewhere, afterward increafed apace, 
upon hearing that the Britifh officers infifted frequently 
upon the neceffity of regulating and reforming, as they 
ftiled it, the colonial governments; and that certain 
travellers were introduced to particular perfons with a— 
«© This is a gentleman employed by the earl of Byte to 
travel the country, and learn what may be proper to be 
done, in the grand plan of reforming the American go- 
vernments.’ It was underftood, that their bufinefS was 
to make thorough obferyation upon the ftate of the — 
4 


country, 
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‘country, that fo the miniftry might be enabled to judge 
what regulations and alterations could fafely be made in 
the police and government of the colonies, in order to 
their being brought more effectually under the govern- 
ment of parliament. They were alio as much as pol- 
-fible, to conciliate capital and influential characters, to 
| minifterial meafures fpeedily to be adopted. The Britifh 
-miniftry have been greatly miftaken, in fuppofing it is 
the fame in America as in their own country. Do they 
gain over a gentleman of note and eminence in the co- 

jonies, they make no confiderable acquifition. He takes 
few or none with him; and is rather defpifed, than ad- 
ered to by former friends. He has not, as in Britain, 
dependants who muft act in conformity to his nod. In 
| New England efpecially; individuals are fo independent 
ef each other, that though there may be an inequality 
in rank and fortune, every one can act freely according 


to his own judgment. 

| But nothing, it may be, excited a greater alarm in 
the breafts of thofe to whom it was communicated, than 

_ the following anecdote, viz. The Rev. Mr. Whitefield, 
ere he left Portfmouth in New Hampfbire, on Monday 
afternoon, April the fecond 1764, fent for Dr. Langdon 1464. 
and Mr. Haven, the congregational minifters of the in 
town, and upon their coming and being alone with 


him, faid, “ I can’t in confcience leave the town with- 
| out acquainting you with a fecret. My heart ble ; for 
America. © poor New England! There is a deep laid 
| plot againft both your civil and religious liberties, and 
they will be loft. Your golden days are atanend. You 
_ have nothing but trouble before you. My: information. 
_ comes from the beft authority in Great Britain, I was 


allawed 
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allowed to fpeak of the affair in general, but enjoined 
not to mention particulars. Your liberties will be loft,” 
Mr. Whitefield could not have heard what the commons | 
did i in the preceding, “Thonth ; ; his information mutt have | 
een of an earlier date, and might have been commu- | 
tenes left Great Britain. Befide the general | 


defign of taxing the colonies, the plan was probably, | 


this’i in fubftance—Let the parliament be enaged to enter 
heartily and fully into American matters; and then uns 
der its fanction, let all the governments be altered, and | 
all the councils be appointed by the king, and the af 
femblies be reduced to a fmall number, like that of New 
York. After that, the more effectually to fecure the 


( 
] 


power of civil government by the junction of church 
influence, let there be a revifal of all the acts in the 
feveral colonies, with a view of fetting afide thofe in 
particular, which provide for the fupport of the minifters, , 
But if the temper of the people makes it neceflary, let | 
a new bill for the purpofe of fupporting them pafs the 
houfe, and the council refufe their concurrence; if that 
will be improper, then the governor to negative it. 1 | 


that cannot be done in good policy, then the bill to go | 
home, and let the king difallow it. Let bifhops | be ita 
troduced, and provifion be made for the fupport of a 
epifcopal clergy. Let the congregational and prefbyt 
rian clergy, who will reeeive epifcopal ordination, 
fupported; and the leading minifters among them 
bought off by large falaries. Let the liturey be reviled 
and altered. - oe epifcopacy be accommodated as much 
as poffible to the caft of the people. Let places of 


* 


* Dr. Langdon told it me in converfation; and afterward mentioned 
it in his fermon preached before the convention of the minifters. | 
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power, ‘truft and honor be confer red only upon epifco- 
palians, or thofe that will conform. When epifcopacy 
is once thoroughly eftablifhed, increafe its refemblance 
to the Englifh hierarchy, at pleature. 
_ Thefe were the ideas, which a certain gentleman com- 
-municated to Dr. Stiles *, when they were riding, toge- 
ther in 176 s. The Doétor, after hearing > him out, ex- 
prefled his belief, that before the plan could be ss 
\fuch a fpirit would e roufed in the people, as would 
prevent its execution. The good man groaned and re- 
plied, “ If the commotions now exifting prevail on the 
parliament to repeal the ftamp-at, I am afraid the plan 
cannot be acc omplifhed.” | 
In reference to alterations in the civil line, Dr. Lang- 
don informed me, that governor Wentworth told him, the 
| Maffachufetts and New Hampjhire were to be one govern- 
ment under one governor: the Doctor thought the de- 
fign of joining Rbede Ifland with them was alfo men- 
tioned, though of this he could not be certain. The 
New England colonies would have fufiered moft by the | 
propofed alterations, while they deferved it the leait, 
and were entitled for their ready exertions, to a return 
expreffive of gratitude. Many of the common foldiers, 
who gained fuch laurels, by their fingular bravery on the 
plains of Abraham, when Wolfe died in the arms of 
victory, were natives of the Maffachuletts-bay. When 
-Martinico was attacked in 1761 , and the Britith force 
was ereatly weakened by death and ficknefs, the timely 
arrival of the New England troops, enabled the former 
to profecute the reduction of the ifland to an happy 
iffue. A great part of the Britith force being about to 


% Now prefident of. Yale College in Connecticut. 


ie at ie ian 


A, 


tion Aa confidence of the Britifh officers *. 


_Bnitifh colonié 
allo, that the bithop of Landaff in his fermon of 1766, 
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fail from thence for the Havannah, the New Englanders, } 
whofe health had been much impaired by fervice and] 
the climate, were fent off in three fhips, to their na-| 
tive country for recovery. Before they had completed | 
their voyage, they found themfelves reftored, ease | 
the fhips about, fteered immediately for the Havannah, | 
arrived when the Britifh were too much reduced to ex. | 
pect fuccefs, and by their junction ferved to immorta- | 
lize afrefh, the glorious firft of Auguft, old file, 1 
the furrender of the place on that memorable day : 1 | 
exhibited, at the fame time, the moft fignal evidence | 
of devotednefs to the parent ftate. ‘Their fidelity, ac- | 
tivity, and courage, were fuch as to gain the approba-| | 


As to the religious part of the plan, recollect what has | 
been already mentioned of archbifhop Secker 3 carefully | 
perufe Dr. Maybew’s noted anfwer to one of his publica- | 
tions, and what is cha dee concerning him in the collection | 
of papers above quéted ; and you will fcarce doubt, « but | 
that it was the metropolitan’s intention to ie © all the | 
; under epifcopal authority.” Remember | 


affures US, t! hat. 


ge eftat blifoment of ep t{copacy being ob- | 
church will go out of its infant. 


‘tained, cc tt ne Ainetic aH ¢ 


ftate ; Be able to ftand upon its own legs; and, without | 
foreign hel Ip, it pport and ip read itfelf ; and then: this jo- | 
‘ciety will be brought to ab happy iffue intended.” Mr. 


_, Whitefield faid upon it, in his letter to Dr. Durell, 


«é Fuppofing his lordfhip’s affertions true, then I féat it 
will follow, that a fociety, which fince its firft inftitutien : 


+ 


* From Brooke Woodcock efq. of Saffron Walden, who ferved at 
the taking of Belleifle, Martinico, and the Havannah, ky | 
ath 
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atl Bei looked upon as @ Jociety for prop: agating the 
gofpel, hath been all the while hh sa ciety ih propa- 
gating epifeopacy in foreign paris.” 

This letter will clof with a few more articles of 
information. Among the original inftru@ions to 
Benning Wentworth efq; governor of New Hampjfbire, 
figned June goth 1761,..the 27th fays, “ You are not 

to give your affent to, or pafs any law impofing du- 
ties on negroes imported into New Flampfhire :” fome of 
the colonies were for difcour aging the introduction of 
negroes ; for which purpofe they wifhed to lay a duty 
‘upon them. The 69th contains the following direc- 
tion, “ No fchool-mafter to be henceforth permitted to 
come from England without the licence of the bifhop; 
and no éther perfon now there, or that hall come from > 
rhe parts, fhall be admitted to oes {chool without 
your licence firft obtained.” 

A law pafled in the Maffachufetts eritited «© An 1762 
act to incorporate certain petfons, by the name of Feb, 
The fociety for promoting Chriftian Knowledge among the © 
Indians in” North America; but was difallowed at the 
court of Sv. Yames’s the 20th of May 1763. Mr. Fa/- 

per Mavdyit in his letter to Mr. Botldcin of April 7, 
1763, writes, “So long ago as the roth of December, 

I was told at the plantation office, that this act was op- 
pofed by the archbifhop and the fociety for propagating 
the gofpel. Mr. Pownall told me, that the bill would 

not pafs ; that the lords would not difpute the laudable- 7 
nefs of the defign, but there were political reafons for 
jnet confirming it; that the people might apply the mo- 

ney ‘to oppole the miffionaries of the church of Eng- 
land, I anfwered, I wifhed that the fociety for prepa- 
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for difallowing the bill may be gathered. 
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gating the gofpel had employed their miffionaries more} 
among the Indians, than they had hitherto done in | 
North America.” From what pafied, the real reafons 


Laer ih TOE B ical 
: oe. |i 


Ronbury, Dec. 24, 1772. 


R. Jrael Mauduit, the Maffachufetts agent, gave od : 
notice of the minifterial intentions to tax the co-) 
lonies ; but the general court not being called together 
till the latter end of the year, inftructions to the agent, 
though folicited by him, could not be fent in feafon. - 
The houfe of reprefentatives came to the following 
refolutions——« That the fole right of giving and grant- 
ing the money of the people of that province, was 
eho in themas their legal reprefentatives ; and that 
the impofition of duties and taxes by the parliament of 
Great Britain, upon a people who are not reprefented 
in the houle of commons, is abfolutely irreconcileable 
with their rights.” That no man can juftly take. the 
_ property of another without his confent; upon which 
_original principle, the right of reprefentation jn the 
fame body which exercifes the power of making laws 
_ for levying taxes, one of the main pillars fe the Britifp 
gcnpitution, is evidently founded, ae 
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 ‘Thefe refolutions were occafioned by intelligence of 
done in the Britifh houfe of commons. 
¢-debated in March, whether they had 


a right to tax the Americans they not being reprefented, ; 
and determined unanimoufly in the affirmative. Not a- 
fingle perfon prefent ventured to controvert the right. 
Soon after, the fugar or molaffes act was pafled : and April 
it is certainly true, that till then, no aét avowedly for es a 
the purpofe of revenue, and with the ordinary title and 
recital taken together, 1s found in the ftatute book. All» 
before ftood on commercial tegulation and reftraints *.”’ 

Tt is ftiled “an act for granting certain duties in the 
Britith colonies and plantations in America, for conti- 
nuing amending and making perpetual an act pafied 

‘in the fixth year of George the fecond, (entitled an act 

for the better fecuring and encouraging the trade of 
his majefty’s colonies in America) for applying the pro-- 
‘duce of fuch duties, &.” From its perpetuating the - 
fugar act of George H. it is called the fugar or mo- 
laffes a€t. It runs thus, “© Whereas it is expedient, that 
new provifions and regulations fhould be eftablifhed in’ 
“improving the revenue of this kingdom, and: for ex-- 
tending and fecuring the navigation and commerce be-— 
tween Great Britain and your majefty’s dominions in. 
“America—And whereas it is juft and neceffary, that 

a revenue be raifed in America for defraying the expences 

of defending, protecting, and fecuring the fame——-We 
the commons; €8c. toward raifing the fame, give and 
grant unto your majefty after the agth of September 
1764, upon clayed fugar, indigo and coffee of foreign 
produce—upon all wines except French—upon all: 


_* Mr. Burke’s fpeech on American taxation, April 19, 17746. 
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wrought filks, Bengals and {tuff mixed with filk of | 
Perfia, China, or Eaft-India manufacture-and all cal | 
ligoes painted, printed, or flained there (certain fpecie | 
ed duties)—-upon every: gallon of molafes and firups,: 
being the produce of a colony not under the dominion 
of his majefty, the fum of three-pence—the monies 


aril 


THE HISTORY OF BHE 


arifing, after. charges of railing, collecting, &c. are toy | 
be paid into the receipt of his majefty’s Exchequer— |. 
{hall be entered feparate, and be referved to be difpofed. 
of by parliament, toward defraying the neceffary ex- 


penees of defending. fe. the Britith colonies.” 
pet : 


wording of the 


fhould think. proper. 


the Americans, beu 


ration. 


They objected not to. the parliament's vight of laying 
duties to regulate commerce: but the right of taxing them > 
was not admitted. The minifterial plan, fent to Mr, . 
Shisley-in 1754, occafioned much converfation on. the 
fubject, and the common Opinion was, that the. parlia-. 
ment could. not: tax them, till auly reprefented. in. that 
body, becaufe it was not juft, nor agreeable to the na- 
ture of the Enolith conftitution. But though. few of 
none. were willing to admit the right; the generality, 
were cautious how they: denied the power, or the obli- 
gation to fubmit on the part of the Americans, when 
the power was exercifed. Even Mr. Osis tells. us, “ We 
muft and ought to yield: obedience to an, aét of parlia~ 


might induce the colonies to view! | 
it as the beginning of forrows; and they might fear 
that the parliament would go on in charging them with 
fuch taxes as it pleafed, for fuch military force as it 
: This ill profpeét feemed td 
ndleis. in extent, and endlefs in du-- 


me 
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ment, though erroneous, till repealed *.” “ The power 
of parliament is uncontrollable, but by themfelves, and 
we muft obey. There would be an end of all govern- 
‘ment, if one or a number of fubordinate. provinces 
fhould take upon themfelves, fo far to judge of the 
juftice of an act of parliament, as to refufe obedience 
‘to it. If there was nothing elfe to reftrain fuch.a ftep, 
prudence ought to do it, for forcibly refifting the par- 
jiament and the king’s laws is high treafon. There- 
fore let the parliament lay what burthens they pleafe 
upon us, we muft, it is our duty to fubmit, and pati- 
‘ently to bear them, till they will be pleafed to relieve 
us +.” He went fo far as to publifh, “ It is certain that 
the parliament of Great Britain has a juft and equitable 
right, power and authority, to impofe taxes on the co- 
-Jonies, internal and external, on lands as. well as on 
trade $.” “ The fupreme legiflative reprefents the whole 
fociety or community, as well the dominions as the 
‘realm. This is implied in the idea of a fupreme 
power; and if the parliament had not fuch an autho- 
| rity, the colonies would be independent §.” But the 
two laft quotations were extorted from him, through 
fear of being called to an account for the part he had - 
-aéted, or for what he had before advanced in print, 
-converfation, or debate. His firft pamphlet, Te rights 
of the Britis colonies, which had been twice read over 
in the houfe of affembly within the fpace of five days, 
though guarded by fome expreffions, had a ftrong ten= 
dency to excite a powerful oppofition to minifterial 
plans; efpecially where he fays, ‘1 cannot but obferve 

* Otis’s Rights of the Britifh Colonies, p. A + Thid. eree. 

¢ His Vindication of’ the Britihh Colonies, p.4. 4 Ibid. p. 21. 
| Ee a L4 : Pree ore 
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here, that if the parliament have an equitable right to 


tax our trade, it is indifputable, that they have as good 
There 13° 


a one to tax the lands and every thing elfe. 
no foundation for the diftinétion fome make in Eng- 
land, between an internal and external tax on the colo- 


nies *,”” Thefe expreffions could not but {pread a ge- | 
neral alarm through the country, and inflame every 


planter againft parliamentary taxation, The houfe had 


fo high an opinion of this pamphlet, that they ordered 


it to be fent over to Mr. Mauduit with a letter, 
they inftrufed him to ufe 


this and the other American provinces. They do not 
appear to have made any particular objection to the 


term revenue introduced into the fugar act; but to have’ 


eonfined their objections to the laying on of the duty, 
when they were nat reprefented, 


The act difgufted the more, becaufe of its being fo 


unfeafonable. The duties were to be paid in {pecie, 
while the old means of procuring it were cut off. The 
miniftry, refolved to prevent finugeling, obliged all fea 
officers ftationed on the American coafts, to a&t in the 
capacity of the meaneft revenue officers, making them 
fubmit to the ufual cuftom-houfe oaths and regulations 
for that purpofe. This proved a great grievance to the 
American merchants and traders. Gentlemen of the 
navy wete unacquainted with cuftom-houfe laws. 
illegal feizures were made, 
but from Britain; which it was tedious and difficult tq 
obtain, Befide, the American trade with the Spaniards, 


Many 


* Otis's Rights of the Britith Colonies, p, 63, 


by 


wherein 
his endeavours to obtain a- 
repeal of the fugar adt, and to exert himfelf to prevent 
a ftamp act, or any other impofitions and taxes, upon 


No -redrefs could be had 
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by which the Britifh manufactures were vended in 
return (for gold and filver in coin or bullion, cochi- 
neal, €#c. as occafion ferved) was almoft deftroyed in- 
ftantly, by the armed fhips under the new regula- 
tions. ‘The trade was not literally and ftriétly accord- 
ing to law, but highly beneficial ; and a thorough 
‘ftatefman would have declined employing his own 
navy in crufhing it. The trade alfo frorn the north- 
ern colonies with the French Weft-India \lands was 
‘nearly fuppreffed. Thefe irritating meafures ftrength- 
ened the oppofition to the fugar act. | 

‘The Maffachujetts aflembly, who were the firft repre- June 
fentative body that took the act into confideration, ‘or2 13° 
dered, that Mr, Ozis and four others of the houfe fhould — 
be a committee in the recefs of the court, to write to | 
the other governments, -and acquaint them with the in- 
-ftructions voted to be fent to their agent; and that the 
faid committee, in the name and behalf of the houfe, 

| fhould defire the feveral aflemblies on the continent to 
join with them in the fame meafures. The committee 
attended to the bufinefs: and the end propofed by it 
was anfwered: committees were moreover appointed by 
divers other colonies to correfpond with the feveral afiem- 
plies, or committees of affemblies on the continent. Thus 

a new kind of correfpondence was opened between the co- 
lonies, tending to unite them in their operations againft 
minifterial encroachments on their privileges ; and which 
proved of great advantage to them afterward. 

At the next feffion a committee was appointed to con- oq, 
fider the ftate of the province, as it might be affected, 24- 
by certain duties and taxes laid and propofed to be laid 
by aéts of parliament upon the colonies. The confequence 
was, a committee of the council and houfe to prepare an 
 addrefs 


“e, was’ . 
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addrefs to the parliament. The lieutenant governor, | 
Mr. Hutchinfon, who was of the council, was chairman, 
but declined drawing up any. Several were propofed, | 
which expreffed in ftrong terms an exclufive right in the | 
affembly to impofe taxes. He urged the indecency and 
bad policy, when they had the refolutions of the houfe | 
of commons before them, of fending an addrefs affert- 
ing, in exprefs words, the direét contrary. Many days 
having been fpent upon the bufinefs, at the defire of the 
coramittee, he drafted an addrefs, which confidered the } 
fole power of taxation as an indulgence of which they 
prayed the continuance, and it was unanimoufly agreed 
to. The petition does not intimate the leaf denial of | 
the right of parliament to tax them; but fets forth the | 
impolicy of the laws and the hardfhips brought upon — 
the petitioners, and prays that they may be relieved from - 
the burdens brought upon them by the fugar aét; that 
the privileges of the colonies relative to their internal | 
taxes, which they have fo long enjoyed, may be ftill — 
continued; or that the confideration of fuch taxes as 
are propofed to be laid upon the colonies, may be re- 
ferred, until the petitioners, in conjunction with the 
other governments, can have an opportunity to make a 
full reprefentation of the ftate and condition of the co- 
lonies, and the intereft of Great Britain with regard to 
them. The proceeding of the general court was ap- 
proved of out of doors, until the copy of the New York 
addrefs was received, which was fo high, that many Of 
the friends of liberty were mortified at their own con-_ 
duét, and if poflible would gladly have recalled thei 
own doings *. 


ree 


* Mr, Hucbinfon Ree of March 8, 1766. oe | 
The 
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The Maffaichufete’s petition was forwarded by gover- 
nor Bernard, and.accompanied with a letter to lord 
Halifax ; i which he wrote, * Maffachufetts is the only 
one of the old colonies,- that I know of, that enjoys a 
fpecie. currency. This reflects great honor upon. the 
province itfelf, as it is a greatinftance of their prudence, 
who took hold of a fingular opportunity to deftroy their 
paper money, which other colonies who had it equally 


in their power neglected. But I fear, that if the great 


to be tranfported to Great Britain, there will foon be an 
end of the fpecie currency of the Maffachufetts ; which 
will be followed by a total difeouragement for other 
provinces to attempt the fame in future. In which cafe, 
perpetual paper money, the very negative power of 
riches, will be the portion of America.” After arguing 
-againft the duties, from America’s being unable, for 


want of a fufficient fpecie currency, to pay them with~ 


out being drained of their fpecie, as it would require a 
dead ftock of three years value of the annual income 
of the revenues, he added, “If due care be taken ta 
confine the fale of manufactures and European goods 
(except what fhall, be permitted) to Great Britain only, 
all the profits of the American foreign trade will necef- 
- farily centre in Great Britain; and therefore if the firft 
purpofe is well fecured, the foreign American trade is 
the trade of Great Britain. The augmentation and di- 
-minution, the extenfien and reftriction, the profit and 
 lofs of it all, finally comes home to the mother country. 
| Iti is the intereft, of Great Britain, that the trade to both 
| the Spanith and French Weft Indies. fhould be encou- 
rage as much as nay well be, and the Britifh, Wek 
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Indies fhould be taught that equitable maxim, Jive and 


let live.’ It appeared to be the decided opinion of the 
governor, that the fending home the produce of the. | 


duties and taxes propofed, would take from the Ame- 


ricans the means of trade, and render it impracticable | 


for them to make remittances to Great Britain. 


The Virginia council and houfe of burgefies peti-- 
tioned the king, prefented a memorial to the houfe of 
lords, and remonftrated to the houfe of commons. New 
York, Rhode Iand, &e. petitioned. The New York pe- 


tition was conceived in fuch ftrong terms, and deemed 
fo inflammatory, that their "agent could not prevail on 
any one member of the houfe to prefent it. 


| 


The colonies denied the parliamentary right of taxation” | 
many months before any member of the Britifh parlia- — 


ment uttered a fingle fyllable to that purpole : and the 


American oppofition to the ftamp-aét was fully formed i; 


before it was known by the colonifts, that their caufe” 


as efpoufed by any man of note at home, as Brita 
1s is filed. 


Befide the colonial proceédings related above, it muft | 
be noted, that the inhabitants of feveral places met and — 


agreed, not to buy any clothing (they could do without) 


which was not of their own manufacturing. Divers 


affociations alfo were formed, all of whom refolved to 
confume as few Britifh manufactures as poffible. 

The raifing of a revenue from the molaffes trade, and 
a fund to defray the expences of defending the colonies, 
were in contemplation nine years before *; but the refo- 
lutions taken by the houfe of commons, in the be- 


* Mr. agent Bollan’s ee of that date to the “Maffachufete’ 
general court. : ; 
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ginning of this year, “might be forwarded by Mr. Hujfke, 
an American, a native of Portfinquth in New Hamp/bire, 
who a fhort time before obtained a. feat in parliament. 
- Inftead of ftanding forth a firm advocate for the coun- 


try which gave him birth, he officioufly propofed to the 
houfe, laying a tax on the colonies, that fhould annually 
amount to five hundred thoufand pounds fterling, which 
he declared they were well able to pay: and he. was 


heard with great joy and attention *. He or fome other, 


recollecting that a ftamp act was talked of | by the com- 
miffioners at Albany, in 1754; might fuggeft that mode 


of taxing, for whatever was thought, che flamp-ad was 
not originally Mr. Grenville’s +. mae 


The difpofition to tax the Americans, unlefs they 


| -would tax themfelves equal to the wifhes of the miniftry, 


was undoubtedly ftrengthened by the reports of their 


-gaiety and luxury, which reached the mother country: 


‘it was alfo faid, that the planters lived like princes, 
while the inhabitants of Britain labored hard for a 
tolerable fubfiftence. The officers lately returned, re- 
prefented them as rich, wealthy, and even overgrown 
in fortune. Their opinion might arife from obferva- 
tions made in the American cities and towns during the 
war, while large fums were fpent in the country, for the 
fupport of fleets and armies. American productions 
were then in great demand, and trade fliourifhed. The 
people, naturally generous and hofpitable, having 
a number of ftrangers among them, indulged them- 


- * Mr. Sayre’s letter to captain Sears of New York, dated Lendon 


* _yth.of February, 1764 


t+ Mr. Jack{on’s letter tolieutenant governor Hutchinfon, December 


t 8% 1765. | | 
| agi felves 


a) 


‘THE HISTORY OF THE 
felves in many uncommon expences. When the wat 
was terminated, and they had no further appreheri c 

Of danger, the power of the late enemy in the country | 
being totally broken=Canada, and the back lands to Ab f 
very banks of the Mififippi, with the Floridas, being ceded 
to Great Britain—it was thought they could not well | 
make too much of thofe who had fo contributed to their | 
fecurity. Partly to do honor to them, and partly, it is to | 
be feared, to gratify their own pride, they added to their | 
fhow of plate, by borrowing of neighbours, and made 
2 great patade of riches in their feveral entertainments. 

_. The plenty and variety of provifion and liquors, enabled | 
them to furnifh out an elegant table at a comparatively 
trifling expence. ; 

Mr. Grenville’s intended ftamp-act was communicated 
to the American agents. Many of them did not oppofe 
it. Half their number were placetnen, or dependent of ' 
the miniftry. Mr. Yofeph Sherwood, an honett quak ef, 
agent for Rhode Mand, refafed his aflent to Amérita’s 
being taxed by a Britifh parliament... Mr. Mawduit; the 

Maflachufetts agent, favored the’ ra fing of che wanted 

money by a ftamp duty, as it would beaten lefS ex. 

pence of officers, and wotild include the Wet Ta@ia 
iflands. But the fcheme was poitponed, arid the 
agents authorized to in vform t the Amefican afemblies, | 

“that they were at liberty to fuggelt any other way of — 
raifing monies; and that Mr. Grenville was ready to” 

‘receive propofals for any other tax, that might be qui. 
valent in its produce to the flamp-tax. ‘Thé eBlohies 

feemed to confider it as an affront, rathef than a comi- 

pliment, He would not have Been cofitent wit th an q 

ee fhort of a certain fpecific fum, and- propey as 
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for the payment of it, Had not the fums been antwer- 
able to his wifhes, he would have rejected them; and 
he would fcarce have been fatisfied with lefs than 
300,000]. per annum, which was judged abfolutely ne- 
| ceflary to defray the whole expence of the army pro- 
pofed for the defence of America: he might rather have 
expected that it fhould amount to what Mr. Hujee had 
‘mentioned. No fatisfa€tory propofals being made, he 
adhered to his purpofe of bringing forward the ftamp- 
bill; though repeatedly preffed by. fome of his friends to 
defift, while he might have done it with honor. Kich- 
ard Fackfon efg; had been chofen agent for the Mafla- 
| chufetts; he with Mr. Jngerfoll, Mr. Garth, and Mr. 
| Franklin, \ately come from Philadelphia, waited on Mr. 


| bill, and to propofe that in cafe any tax muft be laid 
| upon America, the feveral colonies might be permitted 
} to lay the tax themfelves. At this interview Mr. Jack- 
| fon opened his mind freely on the fabject; and Mr. 
_ Franklin, as rout be fuppofed, mentioned that he had 
} it in. inftruction from the affembly of Pennfylvania, to 
-affure the miniftry, that they fhould alway think it their 
duty to grant fuch aids to the crown, as were fuitable 
} to their circumftances, whenever called for in the ufual 
| conftitutional manner. Mr. Grenville however, perti- 
_nacioufly adhered to his own opinions; and faid, that 
he had pledged wis word for offering the framp-bill to the 
| houfe, and that the houfe would hear their objections, 

Be. Be. | f eee 
| The bill was brought in; and on the firft reading, 
Mr. Cherles Town/end fpoke in its favor, He took no- 
& ) tice 
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| Grenville, the fecond of February, 1765, by defire of 1765. 
} the colonial agents, to remonftrate againft the ftamp- Ror 
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tice of feveral things that colonel Barre had. {aid in his} 
fpeech againft it; and then concluded with the follaw- | 
ing or like words: “ And now will thefe dmericans, 
children plantéd by our care; nourifhed up by our in-|, 
dulgence, until they are grown to a degree of ftrength | 
and opulence; and protected by our arms; will they| 
grudge to contribute their mite, to relieve us from the 
heavy weight of that burden which we lie under?” | 
On this colonel Barre rofe, and after explaining fome |, 
paffages in his fpeech, took up Mr. Town/end’s con-) 
cluding words in a moft fpirited and inimitable manner, 
faying, “ They planted by your care! No, your op-, 
preffions planted them in America. They fled from your , 
tyranny, to a then uncultivated and unhofpitable coun- ; 
try, where they expofed themfelves. to almoft all the, 
hardfhips to which human nature:is liable ; and, among ; 
others, to the cruelties of a favage foe, the moft fubtle, . 
and I will take upon me to fay,.the moft formidable of ; 
any people upon the face of God’s earth; and yet, ac-, 
tuated by principles of true Englith liberty, they met, 
all hardfhips with pleafure, compared with thofe they. 
fuffered in their own country, from the hands of thofe | 
that fhould have been their friends—They nourifhed up | 
by vour, indulgence! They grew by your neglect of | 
them. As foon as you began to care about them, that ' 
care was exercifed in fending perfons to rule them, in | 
one department and another, who were, perhaps,’ the 
deputies of deputies to fome members ‘of this houfe, | 
fent to fpy out their hberties, to mifreprefent theta | 
tions, and to prey upon them—men, whofe behaviour on : 
many occafions, has caufed the blood .of thofe /ons of | 
liderty to recoil within them——men promoted tothe: 
i. | higheft | 


* 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 


highett feats of juftice; fome who to my knowledge 
were elad, by going to a foreign country, to efcape being 
brought to the bar of a court of juftice in their own.—. 
They protetied by your arms! They have nobly taken 
up arms in your defence; have exerted a valor, amidit 
their conftant and laborious induftry, for the defence of 
a country, whofe frontier was drenched in blood, while | 
its interior parts yielded all its little favings to your emo- 
lument,—And believe me, remember I this day told 
you fo, that fame fpirit of freedom, which aétuated that 
people at firft, will accompany them ftill—but prudence 
}forbids me to explain myfelf further.—God knows, I 
}do not at this time fpeak from motives of party heat; what 
\I deliver are the genuine fentiments of my heart. How- 

jever fuperior to mein general knowledge and experi- 
jence the refpectable body of this houie may be, yet I 
\claim to know more of America than moft of you, 


Jhaving feen and been converfant in that country.—-The 
\people, I believe, are as truly loyal as any fubjects the 
jking has; but a people jealous of their liberties, and 
|who will vindicate them, if ever they fhould be violated 
j—but the fubjeét is too delicate—I will fay no more.”’ 
VThefe fentiments were thrown out, fo entirely without 
premeditation, fo forcibly and fo firmly; and the break- 
ing off was fo beautifully abrupt, that the whole houtfe 
\fat awhile amazed, intently looking without anfwering a 
word. | i 
The London merchants trading to yee being 
‘much alarmed on account of their outftanding debts, 
‘petitioned againtt the ftamp-aét. Their petition was 
offered at the fecond reading of the bill, The rule of 
‘the houfe, never to receive petitions againft money bi lls, 

| Vou. I. M Was 
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was urged. General Conway obferved, that it appeared | 
undeniable, that the practice was by no means invaria- ! 
ble; at beft it was but a practice of convenience, from | 
which they ought, in the prefent inftance, tovary. The 
miniftry publicly declared, “* That it was intended to\ 
eftablifo the power of Great Britain to tax the colonies,” 
They were induced to make a point of it, becaufe moft | | 
of the petitions from thence, denied in the ftrongeft 
terms, the right of Britain to impofe taxes. It was.| 
evident that the minifterial forces would prevail, the | 


petition of the London merchants was therefore with- | 
drawn. After that, the others from the colonies were ; 
offered, but rejeted upon the plea taken from the rule | 
of the houfe. During the debate upon the bill, in this. 
ftage of it, “ general Conway denied the right of pars: 
Hiament to tax the Americans, in the moft peremptory | 
manner; and urged, with great vehemence, the many - 
hardfhips, and what he was pleafed to call, abfurdities. 
that would follow from the contrary doctrine and prac : 

tice *.” Alderman Beckford alfo difputed the right of | 

parliament, according to Mr. Ingerfoil’s letter. 

The fupporters of the ftamp-aét infifted much wis | 
the colonies being virtually reprefented; and mentionec 
Leeds, Halifax, Birmingham, Manchefter, &c. as enjoying | 
a. virtual reprefentation. Whoever had a recourfe to a. 
virtual reprefentation of the colonies, in vindication: of . 
the parliament’s taxing them, therein acknowledged, 
that there ought not to be taxation without reprefenta- 
tion. But the difference between Leeds, Halifax, Sec. ' 
and the American colonies, is as wide asthe Alantit. 
‘The landholders of thofe towns enjoy a real reprefentan | 

* Mr. Ingerfoll’s letter ef March 6, E965 3 


tion, 


ON 


% e 
AMERIG@AN REVOLUTION, 

jon, if their fréeholds yield a certain annual income. 
Many of the inhabitants have a choice in the eleCtion 


‘of members, in one place or another. ‘The general in- 
| terefts of the freeholders and tenants, electors and non- 
) -lectors, are fo interwoven, that all are liable to be 
equally affected by the fame common taxes, The one 
‘bays the fame duty on his fugar, tea, coffee, and: choco- 
Jate, as the other. The relative connection between 
“hem, produces what may be called, with a kind of pro- 
| otiety, a virtual reprefentation; anfwering, though in a 
Jower degree, to what the family of a freeholder or free- 
nan enjoys. But wasall the foil in the Britifh colonies 
|}, man’s freehold, it would not give him a fingle vote 


‘or any one member of parliament. There is not an 


Individual in them, who fhould he crofs the Atlantic, 
Jwould have a right to vate in any election, by virtue of 
hny privileges enjoyed in America. He mutt be a free- 
tholder of Britain, or a freeman of fome Brinifh city, 
oorough, or corporation, and have a Britifh qualifica- 


ion, before he can elect or be elected. ‘The intereits 
of America and Britain are not interwoven, as are thofe 
of Britifhy electors and non-electors. If the Britifh par- 


Jiarment impofe taxes on the Americans, Britons do not 
Joear with them, their part .and proportion in the {aid 
Iraxes. “Fhe former are burdened, that the latter may 
tbe eafed. The monies raifed have the nature of a tris 


bute, exacted from a conquered people in a flavilh de- 


‘pendence; and not of a tax voluntarily g eranted by the 


voice of freemen, through their own elected reprefen- 


i 
i 
l 


‘tatives, paying feot and lot with themfelves for the fup+ 
“port. of government. Befide, the Britifh parliament are 
‘fo far removed from America, that they cannot obtain: 


M 2 that 
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- that full information refpecting the colonies, which ovat] | 
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alway to accompany the exercife of a taxing power. | 

When the queftion upon the bill, in its laft ftage,. was| | 
brought to a vote, there were about 250 for, and 50] 
‘againtt it. In the houfe of lords, fo ftrong was the| 
unanimity, that there was not a fingle fyllable uttered] 
againft the bill; and on the twenty-fecond of March, it) 
obtained the roval affent. The night after it was pafied,| 
Dr. Franklin wrote to Mr. Charles Thomfon*, © the fun} 
of liberty is fet; you muft light up the candles of in-| 
duftry and ceconomy.” Mr. Thom/on anfwered, he wa | 
apprehenfive that other lights would be the confequence,, 
and. prediéted the oppofition that followed. | , 

The framers of the ftamp-act flattered themfelves, 
that the confufion which would arife upon the difufe of, 
writings, would compel the colonies to ufe the ftamp-, 
paper, and therefore to pay the taxes impofed. Thus, 
they were led to pronounce it, ¢ law which would exe- 
cute itfelf. Mr. Grenville however appears to have been, 
apprehenfive, that it might occafion diforders; to pre-, 
vent or fupprefs which, he projected another bill, which. 
was brought in the fame feflion, whereby it was to be 
made lawful for military officers in the colonies, to quar- 
ter their foldiers in private houfes. This feemed. in- 
tended to awe the people into a compliance with the 
other a&. Great oppofition being made to it, as under 
fuch. a power in the army, no one could look.on his 
houfe as his own, that part of the bill was dropt;' 
but there ftill remained a claufe, when it pafled into # 
law, to oblige the feveral aflemblies to provide quarters 
for the foldiers, and to furnifh them with firing, bedding, 


| 


-eandles, {mall beer, rum, and fundry other articles, at 


* Since the feoratel of Congrefy, : 
the 
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ie expence of the feveral provinces ; which continued 
‘x force when the ftamp-act was repealed. it equaily 
\aittared with the other againft the American principie, 
"hat money is not to be raifed on Englifh fubjeis without 
‘beir confent. | 

| Whatever might be urged, government was under no 
jeceffity of adopting the mode of taxing the colonies, 
|or their defence and the fecuring of the new ceded coun- 
ties. Though after the general peace, an Indian war 
Inight be continued or renewed, that was no reafon for 
Jontinuing Britifh forces in America. ‘The colonilts 
Were better able to deal with them than the regulars. 
Che new ceded countries required no great number of 
roops to fecure them. ‘The colonies were at hand to 
upport the British garrifons in cafe affiftance was want- 
sd; and they had repeatedly fhowed their readinefs upon 
‘ormer occafions. The idea of a dangerous enemy upon 
lhe American continent was at an end: and the Britifh 
idminiftration muft have been inexcufable, had they not 
guarded againft the transferring of one from Europe. 
{t was become futile to exclaim—* Shall it depend upon 
che refolutions of a Philadelphia afiembly, whether our 
fellow fubjects fhall arm in defence of liberty and pro- 
Iperty se Does the fate of a whole continent bear any 
\proportion to an almoft imperceptible encroachment 
upon the important privilege of an American, delibe-. 
year of two, whether he will pay fix-pence. 
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rating for: 
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“The danger of perdition was a mere bugbear, which 


I ’ 


_~_. 


“it was abfolutely neceflary to maintain an army in Ame- 
“rica, for the expence of which the colonies fhould be 


——_— 


jin the pound to faye himfelf and family from perdition ?” : 


“might frighten the ignorant into an apprehenfion, that 


M 3 made - 


ai 
vite 


THE HISTORY. OF THE 


made to anfwer: but the Americans knew better than} 
to ftartle at the fpe€tre. Had no more troops been) 
ftationed upon the American continent than circum4 
ftances called for, the miniftry might have obtained all} 
the aids it was reafonable for the colonies to have given, 
by the old mode of requifition. From the time that), 
they were firft confidered as capable of granting aids, 
the conftant mode of obtsining them, was by requifition) 
from the crown, through the governors to the feveral af. 
femblies: and the minifters, from Charles IJ. to the} 
prefent king, mott effectually recognifed the diftin¢tion| 
between parliamentary aden dersbeitde and taxation, in| 
their requifitions to the colonies to raife men and money) 
by acts of affembly. Had this happy method been con-; 
tinued, all the money that could have been juftly ex-) 
peéted from them in any manner, might have been: 
procured without the leaft breach of that harmony, which: 
fo long fubfifted between the colonies and the mother’ 
country : and it was not acting wifely to thwart unne-’ 
ceflarily the prejudices of the Americans... But the im-' 
pofition of taxes upon them might be introduétory to, 
or a part of the plan for overturning their civil and reli- 
gious liberties, alluded to by the Rev. Mr. af 
before even the fugar-aét had paffed. | 

The ftamp-att having paffed, the colony et | 
waited upon Mr. Wheatley by defire, who told them, 
that Mr. Grenville did not think of: fending from Great 
Britain ftamp officers, but wifhed to have difereet and 
refpetable perfons appointed from among the inhabi- 
tants; and that he would be obliged to them to point | 
out to him fuch perfons. Thus the agents were drawn 
in tonominate. Dr. Franklin recommended Mr. Hughes: 
to 
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te be chief diftributor of ftamps in “Pennfylvanias and 
| Mr. Cow in the Ferfeys 5 and being confulted by Mr. dn- 
| gerfoll, advifed him to accept, adding, go home and telt 
| your countrymen toget children as faft as they can—thereby 


i 
i 
i 
I 
( 


‘tual refiftance; but that they ought, when fufficiently 


intimating his opinion of the oppreffion the colonits 
were under, and of their prefent inability to make effec- 
‘|numerous, to fhake off the yoke and recover their h- 
berty.. It is apparent from the recommendations, and 
the appointments made in confequence of the nomina- 
tions, that the agents were far from thinking, that fuch 
| difturbances would have been occafioned by the ftamp- 
| aét, or they would have’ fpared their friends. “They cer- 
| tainly expected the act would have gone down, and the 
| famp-papers have been ufed. But it was the reverie. 
| A general difcontent through the Maffachujetts diico- 
| yered itfelf immediately on the firft advice of the act's 
‘| having paffed; but there was no other expectation among 
| the bulk of the people, than that the a&t would be fub- 
mitted to, and the duty paid and feveral who after- 
ward oppofed it violently, made intereft with the diftri- 
butor, that they or their friends might obtain appoint- 
ments. The newfpapers indeed, groaned for the lofs 
| of liberty; however, nothing extravagant appeared in 
them: but the friends to the claims of the colonies, 
| pleafed with colonel Barre’s fpeech, and what he had pro- 
nounced the Americans, affumed to themfelves the title 
| of--SONS OF LIBERTY, 
: In Connecticut, the inhabitants were quite inattentive j 
to the fatal confequences that the act might draw after 
it in fome diftant period, ‘The judges themfelves, feve- 
ral‘ of whom were of the council, appeared perfectly 
1s pe ee aS < — fecure, 


He 
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fecure, and were no ways alarmed. The Rev. Mr, 
Stephen Fobnfon of Lyme, vexed and grieved’ with -the | 
temper and inconfideratenefs of all orders of people, des | 
termined if poffible to roufe them to a better way of | 
thinking. He confulted a neighbouring gentleman; an | 
irifhman by birth, who undertook to convey the pieces 
he might pen to the New London printer, fo fecretly as | 
to prevent the author’s being difcovered. Three or four | 
eflays ¥ were publifhed upon the occafion.: The eyes of | 
the piiblic began to open, and fears were excited. Other | 
writers engaged i in the bufinefs, while the firtt withdrew, | 
having fully anfwered his intention. The congregational 
munifters {aw further into the defigns of the Britifh ad: | 
miniftration than the bulk of the colony; and by their : 
publications and converfation, increafed and {trengthened » 
the oppofition. It became fo confiderable, that when | 
governor fiich propofed that he and the counfellors 
fhould be fworn agreeable to the ftamp-act, colonel 
Trumbull * went out and refufed even to witnefs to the 
tranfaction. Others followed this fpirited ee and | 
only four of the council remained. a. es 
In Virginia a general difpofition appeared to’ fubmit 
to the flamp-act: but George Yohufton and Patrick Henry 
efqrs. confulted together; and afterward, at the clofe of 
tne feffions, when there was but a thin houfe, ‘many | 
members being abfent preparing to return home, Mr. | 
Henry, brought in a number of refolves. ‘They were as 
follows, viz. ‘© Whereas the honorable houfe of com-— 
mons in England, have of late drawn into queftion how 
far the general aflembly of this colony hath power to 
enact laws for laying Af taxes and ehh duties, en 


* Now governor Trumbull, 9° =~ | 


able 
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jable by the people of this his majefty’s moft ancient 


‘colony—for fettling and afcertaining the fame to all future 


times, the houfe of burgeffes of this prefent general 
‘ affembly, have come to the following refolves - 


Refolved, That the firft adventurers, fettlers of this 


\his majefty’s colony and dominion of Virginia, brought 


with them and tranfimitted to their pofterity, and all 
other his majefty’s fubjeéts fince inhabiting in this his 


| majefty’s {aid colony, all the liberties, privileges, fran- 
) chifes and immunities, that have at any time been held, 


enjoyed, and poffeffed by the people of Great Britain: 
Refolved, That by two royal charters, granted by 


king Fames I. the colonifts aforefaid are declared 
‘and entitled to all liberties, privileges, and immunities 


of denizens and natural fubjects, to all intents and pur- 
pofes, as if they had been abiding and born within the 


realm of England: 


Refolved, That his majefty’s liege people of this an- 


‘cient colony have enjoyed the right of being thus go- 
| verned by their own affembly, in the article of taxes and 
internal police; and that the fame have never been for- 
feited, or any other way yielded up, but have been con- 
 ftantly recognifed by the king and people of Britain: 


Refolved, therefore, That the general affembly of this 


colony, together with his majefty or his fubftitutes, have 


in their reprefentative' capacity, the only exclufive right 
and power to lay taxes and impofts upon the inhabitants 
of this colony; and that every attempt to veft fuch 
power in any other perfon or perfons whatfoever, than the 
general affembly aforefaid, is illegal, unconttitutional, 
and unjuft, and hath a manifeft tendency to deftroy 
Britifo as well.as American liberty : | 

Refolved, 
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Refolved, That his majefty’s liege people, .the! inha- 
bitants of this colony, are not bound to yield obedience| 
to any law or ordinance whatever, defigned to impofe| 
any taxation whatfoever upon them, -other than the. laws} | 
or ordinances of the general aft Yembly aforefaid: 9) | 

_ Refolved, That any perfon who shall, by {peaking or Ff 
Wr iting , affert or maintain, that any perfon or .perfons, | 
other me the general aflembly of this colony, have any } 
tight or power to impofe or. lay any taxation on the} 
people here, fhall be deemed an enemy to this his ma. | 
jefty’s colony.” : i 

Upon reading thefe. pate eSy+ the Scotch evar in | 
the houfe, cried ‘out treafon, &c. they were chowever 
adepted. The next day, fome old members aot them | 
reviled, though they could not carry it to reject them, | 
4s reviled they ftand thus on the printed spumnale of the 
houfe of burgeffes. 


Thurfddy, May 305 cael | 
epithe dle That the firft adventurers, 8c. &c. ag Ss: 
hiseb ~ o 
Refolved, That by two royal. heats: So eee 
Refolved, That the taxation of the people by thems ) 
felves, or by perfons chofen by themfelves to. reprefent : 
them, who can only know what taxes the people are 
able to bear, or the eafieft method of raifing them, and ' 
muft themfelves be affected by every tax laid on the 
people, is the only fecurity againft a burdenfome taxa- 
tion, and the diftinguifhing characteriftic of Britih frees 
dom; without which the ancient conftitution cannot exifts 
Refolved, That his majefty’s liege people of this his 
moft ancient and loyal coleny have, without interruption, 
penjoyes 
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enjoyed the ineftimable right of being governed by fuch 


Jaws, refpeCting their internal polity and taxation, as are 


derived from their own confent, with the approbation of 


| their fovereign or his fubftitute.; and that the fame hath 
- never been forfeited or yielded wp, but hath been con-~ 


| ftantly recogniled by the kings and people of Great 


| Britain.” 
Lieutenant governor F em diffolved the houfe of J une 


burgeffes upon being made acquainted with their re- : 


folves. 
A manufcript of the aac refolves foon reached 


! Philadelphia, having been fent off immediately upon their 
| paffing, that the earlieft information of what had been 
~ done might be obtained by the fons of liberty. From 


thence the like was forwarded on the feventeenth ‘of 


| June. At New York the refolves were handed about 
| with great privacy: they were accounted fo treafonable, 
| that the poffeffors of them declined printing them in 


that city. The Jib gentleman alluded to above, being 


| there, inquired after them, and with much precaution 


was admitted to take a copy. He carried them to New 
England, where they were publifhed and circulated far 
and wide in the newfpapers, without any referve, and 
proved eventually the occafion of thofe diforders which 
afterward broke out in the colonies. Till they appeared, 
it was thought that the Rhode Ilanders would fubmit. 
Murmurs indeed were continually heard; but they 
feemed to be fuch as would die away. The Virginia 
refolutions gave a fpring to all the difgufted ; and they 
began to adopt different meafures. — - 
The Maffachufetts affembly had hit upon a wife anc 


quiet mode of feeking redrefs, before ever they could 
be 


ee 


_ehight, Yames Otis, jun. Oliver Partridge, and Timot 
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be acquainted with what had been done in Virginia. Te | 
was projected and brought on by Mefirs. Ozs’s, father : 
and fon. “They were vifiting at Fames Warren's elas | 
of Plymouth, a fon and brother in law, he having mar- 
ried Mifs Otis. The ftate of public affairs, and how to | 
get rid of the burdens coming upon the colonies, were 
the fubjeéts of converfation. Congrefles had. often 
been held, and though there was no precedent of any } 
one’s being called, but at the inftance of perfons autho- } 
rized or employed by the miniftry, excepting the firfk 
congrefs we read of, which was propoted by the Maja. 
chufetts general court in 1690; yet no reafonable objec- 
tion could be made againft holding one upon the | 
prefent emergency, notwithftanding it might want the | 
fanétion of adminiftration, It was agreed to forward ° 
the meeting of a congrefs as a proper method for obtain- ° 
ing the removal of American grievances. ‘Ihe matter 
was moved in the houfe of affembly; the confequence’ 
was, am agreement that “ It is highly expedient, there 
fhould be a meeting, as foon as may be, of committees 
from the houfes of reprefentatives or burgeffes in the 
feveral colonies, to confult on the prefent circumftances 
of the colonies, and the difficulties to which they are 
and muft be reduced, and to confider of a general. ad- 
drefs—to be held at New York the firft Tuefday of Oc- 
tober.’ Within two days, a letter was drafted to be 
fent to the feveral fpeakers; and at the elofe af a fort- 


in see 


Ruggles efgrs. were chofen the committee for the Maf-, 
fachufetts. The governor, in his account to the lords: | 
of trade, faid, “It was impoffible to oppofe this mea- 
fure to any good purpofe; and therefore the friends of, ' 
govern= 


ee ers 


AMERICAN oe 


government took the lead in it, and have kept it in their 
hands. Two of the three chofen are faft friends to go- 
yernment, prudent and difcreet men, fuch as I am al- 
fured will never confent to any improper applications 
to the government of Great Britain.” Lieutenant go- 


| vernor Colden defignedly prorogued the meeting of the 


New York affembly, till after the time appointed for the 
congrefs; but the committee ordered, by the vote of 
the houfe of the eighteenth of October 1764, to be a 
‘committee during the recefs, to write to and correfpond 
with the feveral affemblies or committees of affemblies 


on the continent, did by virtue of that order, meet 


in congref§; and the houfe afterward approved of their 


— conduét, onthe twentieth of November; and moreover 


tefolved; “ that for the obtaining relief from the ope- 


ration and’ execution of the flamp-act, and other acts 
} for levying duties and taxes on the colonies, humble 
| petitions be prepared to the king, the houfe of lords, 


and the houfe of commons, as nearly fimilar to thofe 


| drawn up by the hedge as the particular circumftances 


of the colony will admit.” 

The affernblies of Virginia, North Carolina, and aur 
were prevented, by their governors, having the oppor- 
tunity of fending committees to congrefs. The Majfa- 
ebufetts-bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, Con- 
necticut, New'York, New Ferfey, Penufylvania, the Dela- 
tvare Counties, Maryland and South Carolina, had their 
refpective committees prefent at the place appointed; . 
and Mr. Ruggles was chofen chairman. The petition 
to the houfe of commons being finifhed was figned ; 
though only by members from fix colonies; the com- 
mittees from Conmefticut, New York, and Scuth Carolina, 

not 


with that of congrefs. New Hampfbire had excufed | 
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not having been fufficiently empowered. Mr. Ruggles | 
took leave of the members, Thurfday evening the } 
twenty-fourth of October, and came off the next morns | 
ing without figning ; for which he was afterward cenfured |. 
by the Maffachufetts aflembly. Mr. Otis was upon the } 
point of trefpaffing in like manner; but was prevented | 
by the influence of Mr. Thomas Lynch of the South: Ca- | 
rolina committee. ‘The congrefs diffolved on. October | 
the twenty-fifth, having finithed: the bufinefs, to which | 
they had been appointed. ‘The colonies that could 
not fend committees, fhowed: as opportunities. offered, 
their approbation of what had been done, by for- | 
warding to. their agents petitions to the like purpofe | 


their not fending to conetefs, from the then fituation of » 
their governmental affairs; but the fpeaker laying be | 
fore the affembly the proceedings of congrefs, on No- 
vember the twenty-fecond, they voted. unanimoufly, — 
«« That this houfe do fully approve of and heartily jom 
in the refolves and feveral petitions agreed to by the faid 
general congrefs; and that the fpeaker, with two others 
(all whofe names are mentioned) be empowered to fign 
the fame in behalf of this houfe, if not too late 5, if the 
general petitions are forwarded, in that cafe the faid pe- 
titions to be fairly engroffed, that they fign them in bes 
half of the houfe, and forward them with duplicates to 


Barlow Trecothick and Fobn Wentworth elgrs. who are 


appointed fpecial agents for the houfe, and are empow- 
ered and defired.to prefent the faid petitions,:%c.” The 
committee wrote to thefe agents, on December the fixth, 


and: concluded with faying, “ We in this province have 


not been fe boifterous and uregular as fome others, not 
becaufe 


| 
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‘ecaufe we'were infenfible of our diftrefies ; but becaufe 
we thought the ie sigs mott 5 aha to obtain re- 
thief.” 


The Virginia Malas Raval had ee full operation, 


‘and the fpirits of the people being highly inflamed, the 
‘colonial difturbances break out upon the following oc- 
‘cafion. “Mefirs. Yohu Avery, jun. Thomas Crafts, Fobu 


Smith, Henry Welles, Thomas Chace, Stephen Cleverly, 


Henry Bajs, and Benjamin Edes, to maniteft their abhor- 


rence and deteftation of thofe perfons, who they fup- 


\pofed were endeavouring to fubvert the Britifh conilitu- 
‘tion, to enflave the colonies, and to alienate the affec- 
Itions. of his majefty’s moft faithful fabjects in America, 
| provide and hang out early in the morning of Auguft Aug: 
Ache fourteenth, upon the limb of a large old elm, to- *, 

}ward the entrance of Bofton, over the moft public ftreet, 
Jewo effigies, one of which by the labels, appears to be 
\defigned for the ftamp. officer; the other is a jack boot, 
with a head and horns peeping out of the top. Not 


only the ufual paffengers pafs under it, but the report 


\fpreads and‘ draws great numbers from every part of the 


town, and the neighbouring country. ‘The affair is left 


‘\to take its own courfe, an énthufiaftic fpirit diffufes 
Jitfelf through the body of the fpectators. In the evens 
jing the pageantry 1s cut down, and carried in funeral 


| proceffion, the populace fhouting, /iverty and property: 
for ever—no flamps, &cc. &e. They direct their way to 
‘ja new building, lately erected by Mr. Oliver, which 


\they pull down, falfely fuppofing it to be defigned for 


i 
i 


the ftamp-office. They go on to his houfe, before 
| which they behead his effigy, breaking at the fame time 


(all the windews next the ftreet. They then. repair to 


| ) 
i 


5 ‘ Fort 
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hind to keep pofieffion of the dwelling: thefe commit-} 
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Fort Hill, on the afcent to which ftands his houfe, where} 
they burn his effigy. After this they return to attack 
his premifes ; and many of them with clubs, ftaves, &e,| 
go to work on the garden, fences, barns, &@c. Mr.}, 
Oliver had prudently retired, leaving a few friends be. : 


ting fome flight indiferetions, the populace are fo en-| 
raged, that they force themfelves into the lower. part} 
NS it, break the windows and deftroy the furniture,| 
They difperfe about midnight. The next day Mr.| 
Oliver, fearful of what may otherwife happen, declares} 
that he has written to England, and refigned. The 
mob affemble again at night: and, after fome expref-) 
fions of joy for the refignation, proceed to the lieutenant) 
governor's, Mr. Huichinfor’ s houfe, which they befiege 
rit an hour, though in vain, infifting repeatedly upon: 


“knowing whether he had not written in favor of the 


{tamp-act: at length, through the influence of fome: 
difcreet perfons, they withdraw, and finifh their even-: 
ing’s entertainment at a bonfire. fy 

Eleven days after, the diforders grow more enormous 
and alarming. In the evening a number of perfons, 
difguifed and armed with clubs, fticks, &e. collect in 
King-ftreet, in confequence of a preconcerted plan. 
‘They go firft to Mr. Paxton’s, marfhall of the court of: 
admiralty and furveyor of the port; being affured by 
the owner of the houfe, that Mr. Paxton had quitted it. 
with his beft effeéts; and being invited by him to the 
tavern to drink a barrel of punch, they accept the offer, 
and the houfe is faved. Having finifhed the punch, they 
proceed to and attack the houfe of Mr. William Story, 
dene regifter of the court of admiralty; break the 
windows; 


i 
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windows ; force into the dwelling ; ftrip the office of the 


: Hooks and files belonging to the faid court; burn and 
| deftroy them, with many other papers 5 ; injure and ruin 


a great part of his furniture. 

It is the opinion of fome, that the firft movers in the 
\affair meant mainly an affault upon the houle of the 
| deputy regifter, who, by various mal-practices, had. 
hale himfelf highly obnoxious to perfons doing bufi- 


Jnefs at his office. But mobs once raifed, foon become 
: ungovernable by new and large acceffions, and extend 
‘| their intentions far beyond thofe of the original infliga- 
‘Jtors. Crafty men may intermix with them, when they 


are much heated, and direct their operations quite difs 


\ferently from*what was at firft defigned. 


How far the {cheme of the prefent mob extended, 


| when i it firft collected, is hard to fay ; but upon leaving, 
\Mr. Story’s, they proceed to the houfe of Mr. Benjamin 


| Hallowell, comptroller of the cuftoms for Bofton; and 


ito the repetition of fimilar exceffes. to what have been 


‘}jult committed, add the drinking and deftroying of 
| liquors i in the cellars, the taking away of wearing appa- 


i 


rel, the breaking open of defk and drawers, and the 
carrying off of thirty pounds fterling in money. Many 


‘being now inflamed with liquor, and numbers having 


joined them, they become 1 more riotous, and are ready 


\for any mifchief. They’ hurry away to Mr. Auichin~ 
fon’s houfe’ with the rage of madmen. He fends Of 
wits children ; bars his doors and windows ; and means 
jto remain; but is foon under the neceffity of withdraw- 
ving, firft to one houfe, then to another, where he con- 
tinues till four in the morning; by which time, one’ of 
| the beft. finithed houfes in the colony. bas nothing res 


ie tore N \ maining 
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maining but the bare walls and floors. ‘Gentlemen of 
the army, who have feen towns facked by an enemy| 
declare they never before faw an, inftance of fuch fury} 
The rioters carry off about nine hundred pounds fter} 
ling, befide plate, family pictures, houfhold furniturg 
of every kind, and the apparel of the heutenant gover, 
nor, his children and fervants. They alfo empty thq 
houfe of every thing whatfoever, except a part of the 
kitchen furniture ; and fcatter or deftroy all the manu 
{cripts and other papers he has been collecting for thir 
years back, befides a great number of public papers 1 
his cuftody. The lofs of papers is irreparable. | 

The next day it was ftrongly reported, by the ene4 
mies of Dr. fonathan Maybew, that he approved oj 


thefe doings; and had, indeed, encouraged them, ina 
fermon preached the preceding. Lord’s day on Gal. v, 


"2.2,./12, .duhts led shim: towiste immediately to Mr. 


Hutchinfon; and in his letter he condoled with him, 
“ on account of the almoft unparalleled outrages, com- 


‘mitted at his houfe the preceding evening ;” and faid, 


“ God is my witnefs, that, from the bottom of my 
heart, I deteft thefe proceedings; and that I am fin- 
cerely grieved for them, and have a deep {ympathy with 
you, and your diftrefled family on this occafion. I did, 
indeed, exprefS myfelf ftrongly, in favor of civil and 
religious liberty, as I hope I fhall ever ‘continue to doy 
and fpoke of the flamp act as a great grievance, like 
to prove detrimental, in a high degree, both to the cO- 
lonies and the mother country; and [ have heard your 
honor fpeak to the fame purpofe. But, as my text 


led me to'do, I cautioned my hearers very particularly, 
beat the abufes of liberty; and eDieee my. hopes, 


that 
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that no perfons among ourfelves had encouraged the 
bringing of fuch a burden on their country, notwith- 
{tanding it had been ftrongly fufpected, In truth, Sir, 
‘IT had rather lofe my hand, than be an encourager of 
fuch outrages as were committed laft night. I do not 
think my regard to truth was ever called into queftion, 
by thofe that knew me; and therefore hope your honor 
will be fo ue as to give intire megs to thefe ee 


declarations.” , 

|} This fame day the fuperior court began its term. 
The chief juftice, Mr. Hutchinfon, attended in his only 
‘/fuit, and neceffarily without thofe enfigns of office, fo 
‘\wifely calculated to procure regard to authority; while 
‘the other gentlemen of the bench and bar appeared’ in 
“their refpective robes, The court refufed to do any 
i bufinefs, and adjourned to the fifteenth of Oétober, to 
“fhow their refentment of the infult-offered the lieutenant 
governor, as well as their fenfe of the anarchy to which 
the government was reduced. Half a dozen of the 
dregs of the people, who, being taken up, refufed to 
-Idifcover the ringleaders, were committed. Three broke 
jail and fled, againft one of whom a bill was found: 
vagainft the other three in cuftody none was found; for 
it was not thought fafe to profecute. The temper of 
the public would not admit of it, without hazarding 
further difturbances ; and for that reafon, one, who was 
capitally charged with being a principal in the riot, and 
fecured, was finally difmiffed by the juftices. 

Various caufes might contribute toward the outrageous: 
attack upon the houfe and property of Mr. Hutchin- 
fon. As long back as 1748, the currency having de 
“preciated to about an eighth of its original value, he, 
J: | N 2 _ being 


a 
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being then fpeaker, of the houfe, projetted and carrie 
thr ough a bill for abolifhi ung it, and. fubflicuting gold 
‘and filver in, its place, which made him extremely ob 1 
“noxious to feveral,-who had lived by fraud, and were 
much. diffatistied with the alteration. They then threat 
ened him with deftruction ; ; and, retaining their rancour, | 
‘are fuppofed to, have been aiders and abettors, if not 
actors i in the riot.—A certain gentleman of great, inte, 
‘erity, and who fills a place in the judicial department) 
with much credit and to the fatisfaction of the public) 
has exprefled a {trong apprehenfion, that the mob was | 
led on to-the houfe, ce a fecret influence, with a viey 
to the deftruction of certain papers, known to be | 
and which, it. is: thought, would have proved, that the 
grant to the New. Plymouth company on Kennebec 
Pre was different from what was contended - for by 
fome.claimants.. The papers were never found after. 
ward. —But Mr. Hufebinfon had certainly difgufted the 
people» exceedingly, by promoting the fuperior court’s 
granting writs of affiftance ; and by fhowing himfelf fo 
{tnenuous in fupporting government, when become odi- 
ous :, by the meafures adopted for obliging the colonies 
to pay taxes in compliance with Britith aéts of patlia- 
ment. He was alfo ftrongly fufpected of having- for- 
warded the famip- act, by letters written upon the occa 
fion n. .-Thelé circunaftances, co-operating with, the ge- 
neral difpofition 3 in the people to tumult, produced by 4 
prevailing perfuation, that they-were deprived of the 
libertigs.of Englifhmen, will. account for tae* ‘exceflive 
outrages again{t him in particular. Bur their enormity 
was latent, ‘No one knew who.- ‘might be the next 
facrifice.. . “i he town of Bofton therefore, befide COR 
demning 


a 
Si ae 
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! jémning them the hext day, unanimoufly yoted, “Thar 
the fele@ men and magiftrates be defired to ufe their 
‘utmoft endeavours to fupprefs the likée diforders for the 
“fature:” and for fome time, the magiftrates and private. 


gentlemen, the cadet and other companies, kept watch 


Jat night to prevent further violences. 


In juftice to Mr. Hutchinfon it mutt be obferved, that 


Mftom his letters to Meéfits. Bolan, Fack/on, and others,” 
Jit appears, that he then confidered parliament’s taxing 
Iehe colonies as inconfiftent with the rights of the colo- 
Jnifts, and as a meré act of power, without regard to” 
Jequity. He was at the trouble of writing a pamphlet 
Jin 1764, containing 4 brief flate of ibe clam of the colo- 
\iies, and the intereft of the nation with refpelt to them. 
\This, when he had difguifed it fo as that it might not be — 
\fufpected to come from America, he fent to Mr. Jackfon 
ithe agent, who was either to fapprefs or publifh it; and 
\he aftérward expreffed a furprife at his not having done 
Ithe latter. © The following are extraéts from it. 


«¢ The right to new acquired countries, according to 
the conftitution of England, two hundred years ago, was 


Jallowed to be in the crown. The crown from time to 
itime difpofed of thefe countries, not only to their own 


fubjeé&ts but to foreign princes: particularly Acadie and 


| Nova Scotia, when begun to be fettled by Britith fubjects, 
were ceded to France, although France had no better claim 
to them than to New feta: and Surinam was ‘fold 


to, or exchanged with the Dutch.” He might have ad 


‘|duced in proof of James I. being of opinion, “that. 
jhe had a perfonal right to alienate | at pleafure. new 
“acquired “territory, his ~ granting, in September 1621, 
1 Nove: Scotia, which he could not inherit but as king of 


N 3 England, 
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with that of their fovereigns. 
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England, to Sir William Alexander of Menttry, after} 
ward Lord Stirling, under the feal of Scotland; and], 
his erecting it into a palatinate, to be holden asa fief| 
of the crown of Scotland. Under the fame feal, and| 
in the fame words, the grant was confirmed by Charles I, |, 
in. June 1625. The legality of thefe grants appear not | 
to have been queftioned at the time, which indicates that | 
the prevailing opinion of the Englifh correfponded then | 


Mr. Hutchinfon goes on to mention, “ vie 
lands in their natural ftate are of no value: there is not]. 
any colony which has not coft more to make it capable , 
of rendering profit than it is now worth.” 

‘«« In the trading towns, in fome of the colonies the laf | 
war, one fourth part of the profit of the trade was an- , 
nually paid to the fupport of the war, and other publig 
charges. In the country towns, a farm which would not 
rent for twenty pounds a year, paid ten pounds taxes. | 
Was it from parental affection to the colonifts, and to fave . 
them from French vaflalage, that Great Britain was at | 
fuch expence ; or was it from fear of lofing the advan- 
tageous trade fhe had carried on with her colonies?” 

When there is peace in Europe, what occafion is | 
there for any national expence in: Ametica ?” 

“« It cannot be geod policy to tax the Americans ; it 
will prove prejudicial to the national interefts. The ad- | 
vantages propofed by the increafe of the revenue, are | 
fallacious and delufive. You will lofe more than you 
will gain. Britain reaps the profit of all their trade, and 
of the increafe of their fubftance.” , 3 

pam Our commerce with the colonies will be cae | 
for hed Should you have no commerce elfewhere,. if 


you 
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‘you encourage the colonies ‘to increafe the confumption 
of your manufactures for fifty years to come, as they 
have done for fifty years paft,; and with no more than 
reafonable encouragement os will infallibly do it, and 
in much greater proportion.” 

| Though the difturbances began in Boffon, yet they 
were not confined to the Maffachujetts. “They broke out 
) in the other colonies; and fo near to the fame time, as 
to excite fufpicions, that it was not wholly the effet of 
| 
) 
| 


t 


Jaccident, but partly of a preconcerted defign. Rhode 

| Pand and Providence Plantations fhowed themfelves 
jamong the foremoft in their oppofition to the ftamp-act. 

| A gazette extraordinary was publifhed at Providence, Aug. 
with Vox populi, Vox Dei, in large letters for the fron- ** 
'tifpiece; and underneath, Where the Spirit of the Lord 
lis, there is liberty. The publication had a tendency to 

| prepare the people for action. Effigies were alfo exhi- 

| bited; and in the evening, cut down and burnt by the 

| populace. 

- About nine in the morning, the people of Newport 27. 
‘in Rhode Wand brought forth three effigies, meant for 

| Mefits. Howard, Moffatt, and Fohufton, in a cart with 
halters about their necks, to a gallows near the town- : 
-houfe, where they were hung; after a while cut down, 
_and burnt amid the acclamations of thoufands. 

By the ne there was nek enough to hear of 28 
what had been Hone at Bofton. The people collected, 
| or rather were muftered afrefh, and befat the houfe of 
Mr. Martin Howard yon. a lawyer of reputation, and 

a writer in defence of the parliament’s right to tax the 
colonies. They deftroyed every thing, and left only a 

| fhell, They pafied on to Dr. Thomas Maffart’s, a phy- 

; N 4 fician, 
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fician, one who had warmly fupported in converfation | 
the fame right, and behaved in like manner. They i in-| I 
tended doing it to Mr, Augufius Jobnfion, but defifted | h 
upon pet rfuafion ; and on his. coming to town, and giving}, 
it under his hand that he would not accept the office of| 
diftributor of the ftamps, unlefS the public were fatis-| 
fied, they became quiet, Mefirs. Howard and Moffatt 
haftened on board a thip of war for perfonal fafety. 

Lhe commotions in Conneéficut were not equally vio- 
lent: but Mr. Jvger/oll was a fubje& of exhibition in | 
divers places. a): 


Aug. They had their pageantry at Negsaiale which hen ! 


2? committed to the flames, when the day clofed, 
26. They had the fame at Lebanon; but before they exe~ : 

cuted and burnt, they had the parade of a mock trial. : 
27. The next day there was a repetition of the like, ‘exam | 


cepting the trial. At length the refentment againtt the 

flamp- diftributor became fo general and alarming, tha | 

he refigned his office. i 

A like refignation takes place j in New York, fome time 

in Auguft, It becomes a neceflary point of prudence, 

from. the {pirit which the citizens difcover. The ftanap=_ 

act is treated with the moft indignant contempt, by. 

being printed and cried about the ftreets, under the title 

of, The folly of ENGLAND and ruin of AMERICA. To- 

ward the end of October the ftamp papers arrive; and 

Mr, M‘Evers having  refigned, _heutenant governor 

Colden takes them into fort George. Some.extraordinary> | 
preparations for fecuring them having difpleafed the in= 
habitants, joined to the diflike they have entertained to’ 
oe Colden’s political fentiments, and its being the day for 

the ftamp-act to take place, numbers are induced to | 

aflemble 


a 


re 
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\ffemble in the evening. They proceed to the ies 


valls ; break open-his ftable; take out his coach ; 


|ifter carrying it through the principal ftreets of aR 
‘In triumph, march to the common, where a gallows 1S 
rected; on one end of which they fufpend.his effigy,. 


jnaving in-his right hand a ftamped bill of lading, and. 


Jn the other, a figure for the devil. After hanging a. 


| -onfiderable time, they carry the whole, with the gallows 
| 

jotire, the coach preceding, in proceffion to the gate of. 
The fort; from whence it is removed to the bowling-. 


z xreen, under.the muzzles of the guns; where a bonfire: 
s immediately made, and all, coach included, are con-. 


nefore known by the name of Vaux-ball, which is gen- 


\eely furnithed ; contains a valuable library and many. 


curiofities, and has.a handfome garden belonging to it. 


They ftrip it of every article, make another bonfire, and. 
confume the whole, befide deftroying che garden; and. 
hill becaufe of his being a friend to the ftamp-att. 
The next morning a paper is privately drawn up, and ih 
piven to a rman to read from the balcony of the cotber, 
jhouk, to and about which the citizens are ufed to fre- 
quent: it fets forth the neceffity of being peaceable, and. 


calls upon. the inhabitants to turn out. satis their arms 
upon any alarm, and quell ail riotous proceedings. The 
effect it appears to have upon being heard, is fruftrated 
by captain J/aae Sears, who formerly commanded a pn- 
vateer, and is bitterly fet againft the flamp-act.. Hav- 


i 


about him, “ The intention of the propofal that has 
been 


‘umed. amid the exultations of fome thoufands of fpec-. 
ators. They go from hence to major fames’s houle,. 


185 


ine been fecretly informed in the morning what.is to be. 
‘done, he is prefent, and tells the populace, who collect. 


r reve) 
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been read, is to prevent our having the ftamp papers,” 
and adds, “ but we will have them within four and 
twenty hours.” He then flourifhes his hat, and cries, 
«© Fluzza, my lads.” They immediately comply in| 
loud fhouts. He turns to feveral gentlemen prefent, and} 
fays, “ Your beft way, as you may now fee, will be tol 
advife lieutenant governor Coldex to fend the ftamp 
papers from the fort to the inhabitants.” In the even-} 
ing the mob affemble, and infift upon his delivering} 
them into their hands. He hopes to fatisfy them, by 
declaring he will do nothing in relation to the ftamps, |: 
but leave it to Sir Henry Moore to do as he pleafes on/ 
his arrival. ‘Ihe people are not contented; they will) 
have the ftamps, or attempt taking them away by force; | 
which muft probably be attended with much bloodthed. | 
After repeated negotiation, it is agreed, that they fhall Be 
delivered to the corporation; which is accordingly done, 
and they are depofited in the city hall, to general fatis- 
faction. Ten boxes of the like, which arrive afterward, - 
meet with a worfe fate, being committed to the flames. — 
The deftruction of major Fames’s houfe, (for it was 
reduced to a thell) convinced the gentlemen, who were 
ftanding up for the rights of the colonies, that it was. 
neceflary to have leaders to manage the mob. It was 
therefore contrived to call the people together, 
They met in the fields; and it was propofed, that a 
committee be appointed to open a correfpondence with | 
the other colonies. This was a meafure of {0 ferious 
and important a nature, as to endanger the property and | 
lives of the committee, efpecially fhould the ftamp-act — 
be enforced and carried through; and therefore there 
was no one, for more than half an hour, who would | 
ventpre 
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Jenture to accept. Mr. ames De Lancey, who had 
‘bined the popular fide, in order to fecure a feat in the 
‘\ffembly at the next general election, was nominated ; 
‘yut declined, pleading his being upon the committee to 
tonverfe with the lawyers, on their proceeding to bufi- 
jefs without ftamps, inftead of fufpending it, as they 
ppeared to intend. At length, however, captain Sears 
\vith four others offered, and were approved. 

| They agreed among themfelves to fign all the letters 
vith their feveral names, and to open a correfpondence 
yith all the colonies. The Philadelphians were requelted.  ~ 
jo forward their enclofed letters to the more fouthern 
Ntates, and the Boffonians to forward thofe for New 
Tamp/fbire. 

Here we fee another fet of correfponding fons of 
iberty originated, to ftrengthen the oppofition of the 
‘rolonies to parliamentary taxation. 

The commotions beyond New York did not terminate 

‘n fimilar exceffes to what had happened there, at New- 
ort, and Bofton; but the exhibition of effigies in the 
May, the burning them at night, and other marks of 
‘}difpleafure, induced the ftamp officers to refign. Some 
Jdid it with a better grace than others. Mr. George 

\ Mercer, diftributor for Virginia, arrived in the evening 
Jat Williamfburgh. The people immediately urged him to 
Jrefign. The next day he declined acting, in fo genteel - 

| a manner, that he had the repeated acclamations of all. 
prefent. At night the town was illuminated, the bells _ 
. 


iwere fet a ringing, and all was joy and feftivity. = 
At Philadelphia, upon the appearance of the hips 
“having on board the ftamps, all the veffels in the har-> 
“bour hoifted their colours half ftaff high; the bells were 
Eos | muffled 
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muffled and continued to toll. till evening; hee eer 
countenance added to the marks. of fincere ere 
A large number of people, chiefly of the prefbyterian | 
perfuafion, and of the proprietary party, with Wiian| 
Allen efg; the chief. juftice’s fon at their head, affembled| 
and endeavoured to procure the ftamp diftributor’s re-} 
fignation. It had been for fome time warmly talked of} 
that he ought to reign: Mr. Hughes was obnoxious tol 
both the prefbyterian and the proprietary party; but} 
particularly. hateful to. the Jatter, as it was his intereft| 
affiduity and influence, in the Pennfylvania houfe of affem- 
bly, that enabled the province tofend home Dr. Franklin 
to prefent their petitions, for a change of government 
from proprietary to royal—a change highly difagreeable| 
to each party. The body of quakers feemed’ cipote 
to pay obedience to. the ftamp- act, and fo did part» | 
the church of England, and of the baptifts not anal 
proprietary influence. But no pains were {pared to en-, 
gage the Dutch and lower clafs of people in- the oppo 
fition ; and though Mr. Hughes held out long *, “yom he | 
found it neceffary at length to comply. — - 1 ae, 
Mr. Hood, ftamp diftributor for \wvenbypln that he 
might avoid refigning, fled to New York, and obtained: | 
protection. in the: fort: Upon Sir Henry Moore’s arti val q 
he left:the fort, and went to Long Mand. A number 0 r, 
the freemen croffed over unexpectedly ; furprifed him; 
obliged him to-fign a paper, declaring: his abfolute: and 
final refignation; and then took-him before a magiftratey: 
to whom he read the paper, and afterward. meade oath ‘oll 


‘the. ‘matter ‘therein siete ae le 
: ' ry = 


® Mr. Hughes’ 8 letters aH Ottober and N iden I 7656: 
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At-Boffon they took care to keep up the fpirit of liberty, 


yaper appeared. under. the fignificant title of “ The 


‘Conftitutional- Courant, containing matters interefting to 
Viberty, and no ways repugnant to loyalty; printed by 


Andrew Marvel, at the fign of the Brive refufed, On 
Conptitution Eiill, North America.” It wore a more figni- 
jcant head piece—a' fnake cut into eight pieces, the 
head part having NE the initials of New England af- 
Sxed to it, and the reft the initials of the other colonies 
-o South Carolina inclufively, and in order, NY, NJ, 


iP, M,.-V, NC, SC... Thedevice accompanying them 
was LOIN or DIE. . 

| The merning of the day when the ftamp-act took Nor. 
Iplace, was ‘ufhered in with the tolling of bells. The 
large old elm (which fince the fourteenth of Auguft, 
| when the riots began, had been adorned with an infcrip- 
ition, and obtained the name of Liberty tree, as the ground 
Junder it had that of “iderty hall ; and which gave rife to 
jother trees being fo called, upon an appropriation to 


popular purpofes by the fons of liberty) was deco- 


\rated with two effigies. They were cut. down at three 
Jo’clock, amid ‘the acclamations of thoufands; carried 


‘about town; then to the gallows upon the Neck ; there 


| hung up again; after a while cut down; torn’ In. pieces 

and fcattered. ; ‘The people ‘repaired home; and the 
‘evening pafied away quietly. But a tranfaction took 
place afterward, not much to the credit of the town. 


. Mr. Oliver was called upon by a letter from (as it 


was improperly figned). the true fons of liberty, to make 


a public refignation of his office on the morrow, ‘under 


liberty tree. He defired.a gentleman to interpofe, and 


procur C 


if@ 


| hough they avoided former violences. A new political Sept. 
ZL 


Te 


Dec. 
16. 


Igo OF aE PHT ST OR A ee ore 


procure him at leaft leave to refign at the town-Roufe| 
but after feveral confultations, nothing more could b} 
obtained than a promife of having no affront offered, 
and a propofal to invite the principal perfons of th] 
town to accompany him. He was obliged to repair t{ 
liberty tree; there to read his declaration in the pres 
of more than two thoufand people ; 
to it before a juftice, on the {pot for that uid Th : 
cool, firm, and judicious fons of liberty, muft condem 
this procedure toward’ the fecretary, as mean, revel 
ful, and cruel. It was torturing his feelings afrefh, ag 
upon a ftage, in the moft confpicuous manner, after 
having been terrified into a refignation four months be4 
fore ; and when it might be expected, that the bitternefs 
of the refentment againft him was ended. A 

The oppofition to the ftamp officers was not confined 
to the continent. ‘The people of St. Kitts obliged the 
diftributor and his deputy to refign. Barbadoes fub- 
mitted to the aét. Yamaica in general cleared out with 
ftamps; but Kmg/fon, as before, without. Upon the 
continent, Canada and Halifax fubmitted. 

The general fear that individuals were under, eichibe 
of diftributing or ufing ftamps, was increafed in one 
government by the following paper, pafted up at the 


door of every public office, and at the corner of 
ftreets—= 


Pro: Patria. 

The firft man that either diftributes or eet ufe a 
ftamped paper, let him take care of his houfe,. 
perfon, and effets, ne ae 


Wedare ~~" "Vox’Popultaa 
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The public refentment was kept alive and lively by 
he contemptuous treatment which the ftamp-act itfelf 
net with, being openly burnt in feveral places with the 


‘Lffigies of the officers; and by caricatures, pafquinades, 


suns, bon mots, and fuch vulgar fayings fitted to the 


occafion, 2s by being fhort, could be moft eafily circu- 


| 
; 


———— 


— 


_ 


‘ated and retained, while, being extremely expreflive, 
Jhey carried with them the weight of a great many 
weuments. ce : 


| The refignation of the officers, and the want of per- 
ons, either to undertake the delivery of ftamps, or to 
eceive and ufe them, neceflarily laid the colonifts under 
i legal inability for doing bufinefs, according to parlia- 


}nentary law. They however ventured upon it, and 
lifked the confequence. The veffels failed from the 
ports as before; excepting that, in fome inftances, a cer- 
J\ificate was given that the perfon appointed to diftribute 
|iamp’d papers in the province, refufed to deliver 
hem, which certificate being handed by the mafters ta 
he naval officer, they were admitted to give bend in his 
fice, and to pafs through the other offices without 


tamps. The Rbede [land and Providence Plantations 
xept their courts open the whole time, even when they 


‘were fufpended in the other colonies. ‘Toward the end 
‘ef November, it was agreed in Maryland and Virginia 
‘to proceed on bufinefs in the ufual manner without 
\ftamps. In the Maffachufetts the popular party fo far 
prevailed, that the houfe of affembly refolved, January 
the twenty-third 1766, “ That the fhutting up the 


courts of juffice is a very great grievance; and that the 


judges, juftices, and all other public officers in this pro- 
vince ought to proceed as ufual.”” But when the fupe- 


rior 


whys 
’ 
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rior court opened, on the eleventh of March, the partid | 
concerned evaded the profecuting of bufinefs. . TH 
Jawyers in a body waited, as ufual, upon the judges, | 
the firft day of the term, before they went into the cour} 
The chief juftice, Mr. Hutchinfon, not being prefent 4 
this meeting, Mr. Peter Oliver faid he attended accor 
ing t to his duty, and that he underftood it would be « o 
pected that he and his brethren fhould proceed i in bufine 
in defiance of the late act of ‘parliament: fuch proceed 
| e, he added, was contrary” to his judgment and. “| 
nion; and if he fubmitted to it, it would ‘be only f fo 
felf-prefervation, as he knew he was in the hands of thi 
populace: he therefore previoufly protefted, that all fa 
aéts of his, if they fhould happen,. wov : | 
durefs. To which the other judges fening, it ta 
propofed to each of the lawyers fingly,. Do you defr 
bs that bufinefs foould proceed contrary to the at? of parka 
. ment? Every one of them’ anfwered in thé negative 
even Mr. Otis himfelf. But they faid, it would be pro 
; per to try a caufe or two to quiet the: people: accord, 
inely one caufé, which’ had been’ at iffie before th 
flarp-act took place, was tried, and all other civil buf. 
nefs was poftponed to the middle of April. r 
Though the violent and riotous proceedings, whi 
have been noticed, were feverely cenfured by many 5 3 anc 
numbers in all the colonies, might feem inclined to fam 
to the ftamp-aét, yet the right of impofing i it was univer- 
fally condemned, and the colonial rights as univerfally 
acceded to by the moft peaceably difpofed, | The refo- 
lutions of the Peunfylvania affembly, which met ‘at Phila 
1765. delpbia ine September 1765, were pafied nemine ‘contr. 


Sept. 
P dicente 3 and lef t Upon | ‘their minutes, es a teftims 


4 


\f the zeal and ardent defire of that houfe, to preferve 
‘heir ineftimable rights, which as Englifbmen they pol- 
ged ever fince the province was fettled, and to tranfmit 
jhe to their lateft pofterity.” They’ refolved, That 
the only legal reprefentatives of the inhabitants of this 


‘rovince, are the perfons they annually elect to ferve as 
; embers of aflembly——R efolved therefore, That the 
‘xation of the people of this province by any other per- 
dns whatfoever, than fuch their reprefentatives in af- 


Ter, being: naturally fubverfive of public liberty, mutt, 


larger choice out of other denominations ; but there muft ‘4 
lefolutions are as much oppofed to the claims of the @ 
‘utter dwell more upon the unalienable effential rights of 
Ipankind, of which thefe cannot be divefted, confiftent 


swith the law of God and nature, by any law of fociety ; 
‘nd they evidently mark it out, in their opinion, as one 


heir province, fuch as the fubjects in Britain actuaily 
“njoy, is impracticable for the fubjects in America t. 


Wol. XXXVI. p. 94. 


i-s 
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mbly, is unconftitutional, and fubverfive. of their moft 
: aluable rights—Refolved, That the laying of taxes 
pon the inhabitants of this province, in any other man- 


f neceflary confequence, be utterly deftructive of public 
appinefs*.” There might not be fo many quakers in 
ne houfe as ufual; the times probably occafioned a 


ave been feveral, and thefe we find acquiefced.. Thefe 


sritifh parliament, as are thofe of the Maffachujetis af- 
smbly, paffed October the twenty-ninth. Indeed the 


»f thofe rights, that no man can juflly take the property 
of another without his confent. They alfo refolved, 
hat a reprefentation in parliament of the inhabitants of 


* See the Gentleman’s Magazine, Vol. XXXV, p. 538 + Abid. 
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But both affemblies, though their expreffions aimee. | 

agreed in refolving, that the extenfions of the cou 

of admiralty within the provinces, is a moft violent in 

fraction of the right of trials by juries. The refolwd 

of the Maryland and Connecticut affemblies, pafied,. tH 

one September the twenty-eighth, and the other Nd 

vember the firft, breathed the fame {pirit *. | .| 

But we have now to attend to a judicious meafurt 

oa, purfued by the New York merchants, the more effedhy 

31 ally to obtain a repeal of the ftamp-act. They refoh i , 

to direct their correfpondents not to fhip any more p00 

till it was repealed; and that they would not fell an} 

goods upon commiffion, which’ fhould be fhipped fror, 

Britain, after the firft of January, unlefs upon that cor, 

dition. ‘They were the foremoft in adopting the nor} 

: importation agreement; and recommended the like con, 
duct to the Maffachufetts and the neighbouring province 

in trade. a 

Nov. The merchants and traders of Philadelphia had | 
. general meeting, and entered into a fimilar agreemen: 


i 
| 
Ht 
1 


Some quakers, who wouid not fign the combinatior 
thought it prudent to be governed by the fame reftric 
tion; and gave directions that the goods ordered fhoul 

not be fent, unlefs the ftamp-act was repealed. 
Dec, . It was not ull December the ninth that the merchant 
9 and traders of Bo/fon refolved upon a non-importatio 
ie Government may deem fuch combinations illegal, °< 
| they are apt to do all that are oppofed to their own. mes 
fures; but furely the cafe of communities is bad indeec 
if they have not a right voluntarily to agree amon 


‘od 


* Gentleman’s Magazine, Vol. XXXVI a g4. and gs. 
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“nemfelves, merely to fufpend buying till they can ob- 
‘Min their own terms, when equitable. 

| The peaceable line purfued in thefe agreements, had. 
“ot been attended to by all who oppofed the ftamp-act. 
‘hey therefore, for their own fafety, had a recourfe to 
‘nother, which might have drenched the country with 
‘ood, had not the repeal prevented. The way had been 
‘-epared by the publication of a fyftem of politics, 
‘Jhich appeared originally in the New York papers, the 
Vincipal point of which was, that the colonies are no 
“Nherwife related to Great Britain but by having the fame 

! ng. The efflays meant to propagate and fupport this 
‘item made their firft appearance in the New York’ 
‘Vints, but moft probably fome of the manufcripts were 
‘nt from Bofton. The New York fons of liberty 
‘id, at length, a meeting, wherein they refolved, that 
jley would go to the extremity with lives and fortunes 

‘\ prevent the ftamp-act. This fpirit produced the fol- 
ving agreement between them and the fons of liberty 

4 Connecticut. 

‘/*° Certain reciprocal and mutual agreements, concef- Dec, 
‘sns and affociations made, concluded and agreed upon 25¢ 
‘and between the fons of liberty of the colony of 
ew York of the one part, and the fons of liberty of the 
lony of Conneézicut on the other part, this twenty-fifth 
vy of December, in the fixth year of the reign of our 
/ereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, 

( Great Britain, France and Ireland king, defender of 
42 faith, and in the year of our Liord one mon iata leven 
‘)ndred and fixty-five. 

The aforefaid parties taking into their moft {erious 
piideramon the melancholy and unfettled ftate of Great 

1 O 2 Britain 


\ 


— 


— 
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Britain and her North American colonies, proceeding aj ay | 
they are fully perfuaded, from a defign in her moft in| 
fidious and inveterate enemies, to alienate the affection) 
of his majefty’s moft loyal and faithful fubjects of North 
America from his perfon and government—Therefore t) tf 
prevent as much as in us lies the diffolution of fo1 nl 
eftimable an union, they do, in the prefence of Almghi 
God, declare that they bear the moft unfhaken faith any | 
true allegiance to his majefty King George the Thirds, 
that they are moft affectionately and zealoufly attache| 
to his royal perfon and family, and are fully determine 
to the utmoft of their power, to maintain and fuppoi 
his crown and dignity, and the fucceffion as by law eftd 
blithed ; and with the greateft cheerfulnefs they fubm) 
to his government, foobsding to the known and ju 
principles of the BRITISH CONSTITUTION, which the 
conceive to be founded on the eternal and immutab 
principles of juftice and equity, and that every attem, 
to-violate or wreft it, or any part of it from them, und 
whatever pretence, colour or authority, is an heinous f 
~againft God, and the moft daring contempt of tl 
people, from whom (under God) all juft governme 
fprings. From a facred regard to all which, and aj 
fenfe of the impending evils that might befal them, | 
confequence of fuch a dreadful diffolution, They ( 
ae voluntarily, and of their own free will, as w 
for the fupport of his majefty’s juft prerogative and 1 t 
Britifh conftitution as their own mutual fecurity and pr 
fervation, agree and concede to affociate, advife, pr 
tect, and defend each other in the peaceable, full a 
-- juft enjoyment of their inherent and. accuftomed rig! 
as Britith fubjects of their refpettive colonies, not in t 
le 


i 


al 


‘ 


| 
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‘aft defiring any alteration or innovation in the grand 
Julwark of their liberties and the wifdom of ages, but 


nly to preferve it inviolate from the corrupt hands of 


+s implacable enemies—And whereas a certain pamphlet 
jas appeared in America in the form of an act of par- 
‘ament, called and known by the name of the Stamp- 
\4@, but has never been legally publifhed or introduceds 


either can it, as it would immediately deprive them of 


The moft invaluable part of the Britith conftitution, viz. 


he trial by juries, and the molt ju mode of taxation 


1, the world, that is, of taxing themielves, rights that 


very Britifh fubjeét becomes heir to as foon as born. 
*or the prefervation of which, and every part of the 


eritith conftitution, they do reciprocally refolve and de- 
‘ermine to march with the utmoft difpatch, at their own 
Jroper cofts and expence, on the firft proper notice, 
|which muft be fignified to them by at leaft fix of the 
Jons of liberty) with their whole force if required, and 
t can be fpared, to the relief of thofe that fhall, are, or 
nay be in danger from the ffamp-act, or its promoters 


ind abettors, or any thing relative to it, on account of 


‘ny thing that may have been done in oppofition to its 


sbtaining—And they do mutually and moft fervently 


‘-ecommend it to each other to be vigilant in watching 
all thofe who, from the nature of their offices, vocations 
jor difpofitions, may be the moft likely to introduce the 
afe of ftamped papers, to the total fubverfion of the 
Britith conftitution and American liberty; and the fame, 
when difcovered, immediately to advife each other of, 
let them be of what rank or condition foever ; and they 
do agree, that they will mutually, and to the utmoft of 
i their power, by all juft ways and means, endeavour to 


OF3 bring 
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with all the colonies on the continent for the like falutar) 


1766. day the fecond of February 1766, On its receipt, let. 


feb, 
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bring all fuch betrayers of their country to the moj 
condign punifhment—And further, they do mutually re} 
folve to defend the liberty of the prefs in their refpedtiy| 
colonies from all unlawful violations and impediment} 
whatever, on account of the faid act, as the only mean] 
(under divine Providence) of preferving their lives, h ! 
berties and fortunes, and the fame in regard to thi 
judges, clerks, attornies, &c. that fhall proceed withoul 
any regard to the /ffamp-aé?, from all pains, fines, mul 
penalties, or any moleftation whatever—And finally, tha} 
they will, to the utmoft of their power, endeavour tt 
bring about, accomplifh, and perfeét the like affociatios 


purpofes and no other.” a! 

The oppofition to the ftamp-act raged apparently mort 
in New York and Connecticut than in the Maflachufetts 
but the affociation being agreed upon, was fent by ex: 
prefs to the fons of liberty at Bo/fon, and received Sun: 


‘ 
a | 


ters were forwarded to a few individuals; and on the 
fixth of February, a circular letter to the feveral towns 
in the colony, containing the affociation, and the defire 


of the firft original affociators to accomplith the like af: 
fociation, with a requeft to be informed of the fenti- 
ments and difpofitions of the people in fuch towns. A 
letter was alfo fent on the fame fubjeét, to the fons of 
liberty at Portfmouth in Hampfoire colony. They met ; 
and in their anfwer of February the eighth,  teftified 
their approbation of the meafure already taken, and 


_ their determination to oppofe the execution of the ftamp- 
act, &c, 


e 


The 
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The Bofton fons of liberty accepted the propofal of 


aniting themfelves to New York and Conneéficut ; and in 
‘heir letter to the brotherhood at Norwich, propofed to 
commence a continental union, of which the latter greatly 


| 
iW 


ypproved in their anfwer of February the tenth. 


-- OnFebruary the thirteenth, the fons of liberty at Bo/- 13- 
‘ion wrote a circular letter to New Hampfhire, Connetiicut 
Ind New York; and before the month was ended, the 
Wew Yorkers fent circular letters as far as South Carolina, 


Jarging a continental union. 


Mott of the towns in the Maffachu/etts, having been 


ipplied to, fignified “ their determination to march with 


| heir whole force to the fupport of the Britifh conftitu- 
Vion, and confequently the relief of thofe that fhall or 


may be in any danger from the ftamp-act or its abet- 


9 


Qrs. 


It is not to be fuppofed, that the diforderly proceed- 


Jnes, above related, were chargeable folely on the dregs 
pf the colonies. The fons of liberty at New: York, 
jwho held regular meetings, were faid to be directed by 


much greater perfons than any that appeared among 


‘them. The mobs confifted not of mere rabble; but 


were compofed much of independent freemen and free- 


‘holders, fo that fome of the firft people in the provinces 
were intimidated, and left the caufe of the parliament | 
without proper fupport. Merchants, aflemblymen, ma- 


siftrates, Fe. united directly or indirectly in the riots, 


and without their influence and inftigation the lower clais 


of inhabitants would have been quiet; but great pains 


were taken to roufe them into action, At Boffon fuch 
“was the protection and countenance given to the rioters, 
“that fome of the principal ringleaders walked the ftreets 


O 4 | with 
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with impunity, no officer daring to attack them, n} 
attorney general to profecute them, no witnefs to apped 
againit them, and no judge to fit upon them. Bu 
when the enormities are faid to have originated from th\: 
Prefbyterians and Congregationalifts, the charge muj | 
be imputed to malevolence, or to grofs ignorance, or : 
mixture of both. Yhe gentlemen on the fide of gq 
_vernment, who were upon the fpot, in their letters writ) 
ten at the time, placed them to the account of the Vir 
ginia refolves. Mr. Hutchinfon tells his correfponden} 
“‘ Nothing extravagant: appeared in the papers till aj 
account was received of the Virginia refolves.”’ Mi 
daghes writes, “ the fire began in Virginia: governd 
Bernard, “ the publithing the V7 +n refolutions prove} 
an alarum bell to the difaffected :” another, in his lette 
to Mr. Secretary Conway, from New York, © the refolve 
of the afiembly of Virgivia gave the fignal for a genera 
outcry over the continent.” The Virginians are epifeo 
paiians, and if there is either blame or merit, in excitin 
that fixed and {pirited oppofition to the ftamp-aét, whic! 
followed upon their refolves, let them be credited fo 
the fame: to them belongs the honor or difgrace ; anc 
folely to particular wali the difgrace of the fevera 
enormities committed in them. The bulk of the peo 
ple at Boffon are congregationalifts ; at New York, ‘th 
prefbyterians, including the Dutch and foreign focie 
ties, may poflibly be fully equal to, or even exceed th 
epifcopalians. At Newport all denominations are equalh 
encouraged, and enjoy no afcendency over each other 
and therefore might be equally concerned, the peaceabl 
quakers excepted. At New York the moft violent ac 
tors were epifcopalians; at Bo/fen, congregationalifts 
| thougi 
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hough here they were joined by a number of epifco- 
salians, and there by a number of prefbyterians. 

People in Britain were differently affected by the dif- 


‘ -urbances in the colonies. This party was for fupport- 


ing the authority of parliament at all adventures, and 
‘or enforcing the ftamp-act, if needful, with the point 
of the fword ; that for quieting the colonies by the re- 


‘geal of it. Happy for them, _Mr. Grenville and his 
-satty had thrown themfelves out of place on a diffe- 
jrence as to the regency bill; fo that the marquis of 
Rockingham and others in oppofition, who were better 176¢, 


inclined to the Americans, came into office. The mar- J Be 
quis and his friends did not come to a refolution °di- 
rectly to repeal the act. The main lines of their own 


‘plan were not marked out, nor the repeal determined 


upon, until a little before the meeting of parliament. 
But the choice of the meafure, and of the principle to 


proceed upon was made before the feffion. The papers 


relative to American affairs were produced to the 
houfe of commons: and it was a kind of plan on all 


‘fides, to maintain the authority of parliament, and by 


that very authority to give the colonies every relief the 


‘nature of the cafe required. But the great commoner 
Mr. Pitt, who neither communicated, nor conneéed 
himfelf with any one, came to the houfe and declared, 
| that parliament had xo right to tax the colonies; and 
i faid alfo, I am glad America has reffted. He hereby 
deranged matters; threw the oppofition into a rage 5 
| and reduced the miniftry to a neceffity of accompany- 
ing the repeal, with the declaratory bill, expreffive of, 


the right of parliament to Jind the colonies ix all cafes 
_ whatever, 


Mr. 
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£766. Mr. Grenville moved, that the ftamp-aét fhould bd 
enforced, and was fupported by 134, but oppofed b 
974. The merchants and manufacturers joined their) 
efforts with miniftry to obtain a repeal. They were) 
alarmed at the non-importation agreement, and the con4 
fufions which exifted, as being neceffarily prejudicial to} 
their own interefts, and tending to the deftru€tion of 
commerce. The miniftry did not fail to encourage} 
petitions, complaining of hardfhips brought on by the} 
great decay of trade to the American colonies ; and alfo| 
inftructions to members from the trading and manufac-| 
turing towns. ‘The petition of congrefs was not admit-/ 
ted: the members not being called together by the au-} 
thority of the crown, though a futile was yet a prevail-| 
ing argument againft its admiffion. But the repeal was} 
grounded on the other petitions; and after a fix weeks! 
inquiry into American affairs, was moved for, with the] 
greateft propriety, by general Conway, the fecretary,| 
who had oppofed the ftamp-bill at the fecond reading, | 
and denied the right of parliament to tax the Americans. 
The debate, which enfued, was warm, interefting and 
Feb. long. But, by three o'clock in the morning, “ the 
houfe, by an independent noble fpirited and unexpected 
majority, in the teeth of all the old mercenary Swifs of 
the ftate, in defpite of all the fpeculators and augurs _ of | 
political events, in defiance of the whole embattled 
legion of veteran penfioners and practiled inftruments of 
court, gave a total repeal to the ftamp-aét, and (if the 
{cheme ia taxing the colonies ee been ass abandoned) | 
a lafting peace to the whole empire *.”” The motion 
was carried by 275, againft 167. The cyder counties 


* Mr. Edmund Burke’s fpeech, April 19, 17746 oe | 
ne up- 
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‘upported it; for they expeéted a repeal of the duty on 
cyder ; and obtained it in April. It has been faid, that 
aad not the miniftry bartered the ftamp-act againft the 
repeal of the cyder duty, they would not have fucceed- 
‘ed *. “This however muft be a falfe charge, if the for- 
‘mer marked paragraph is ftrictly true. During the de- 
‘bate, “the trading intereft of the empire, crammed 
\into the lobbies of the houfe of commons, with a trem- 
Joling and anxious expectation, and waited, almoft to a 


jwinter’s return of light, their fate from the refolution 
lof the houfe. When, at length, that had determined 
jin their favor, and the doors thrown open, fhowed them 
| the figure of their deliverer, in the well earned triumph 
Jof his important victory, from the whole of that grave 
\multitude there arofe an involuntary burft of gratitude and 
tranfport. They jumped upon him, like children on 
ia long abfent father. They clung about him as cap- 
tives about their redeemer. All England joined in his 
japplaufe. Nor did he feem infenfible to the beft of all 
jearthly rewards, the love and admiration of his fellow 
Icitizens. Hope elevated and joy brightened his creft +.” 

| The miniftry had certainly great difficulties to en- 
Jcounter: the principal originated in the colonies, and 
were caufed by the intemperate proceedings of the vari- 
ous ranks of men within them. “ Their violence awakened « 
jthe honor of parliament, efpecially after. Mr. Piti’s 
{peech, and thereby involved every friend of the repeal 
Jinto the imputation of betraying its dignity. This 
js fo true, that the act could not have been repeal- 
‘ed, had not men’s minds been in fome meafure fa- 


* Political Memoirs, printed 1783, + Mr. Burke’s fpeech. 
tishled 
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tisfied with the declaration of right *.” All the Seoted 
members, fave two, voted againft the repeal. Mr] f 
Bollan, who informed lieutenant governor Hutchinfon} 

of it by letter, omitted yrsonns the names of the 


gentlemen. 2 | 

The bill having pafled the houfe of commons, went 

up to the houfe of lords. Lords Bute and Strange pub4 

licly declared, that his majefty’s wifh was not for a.re } 

peal. The marquis of Rockingham and Lord Shelburnd | 

went together to the king, and told what was reported| 

They were informed, that his majefty had expreffed| 

his defire that it fhould be enforced; but if it cduld noy 

be done peaceably and without bloodfhed, it was his 
fincere defire and intention, that it fhould be totally re- 
pealed. The dukes of York and Cumberland, the 

lords of the bed-chamber, and the officers of the houfe- 

hold, were for carrying fire and fword to America. 

Moft of the bench of bifhops joined them. Inftead of 

| —_ afcribing that to a fanguinary difpofition, to which their 
profeffion was oppofed; let it be imputed to the pain- 

ful profpect of being hindered eventually, from efta- 
blifhing the Englifh hierarchy within the American co-' 
lonies. There were in the houfe of lords, ro 
cluded, for the repeal 105, againft it 71. ) 

_, Mar. On Wednefday, March the nineteenth, his aie 
9 went to the houfe of peers, and paffed the bill for re- 
pealing the American flamp-act; as alfo that for fe 
curing the dependency of the colonies on the Britith 
crown. On this occafion the American merchants 


me 


aaa Le Tendon merchants letter to ea Hancack ef and others, 
- dated February 28. Maing .clomal) laghieie 


ae made 


\ 


: ing them with the news of the repeal; that fo their fears 
}might yanifh, and give place to joy and exultation. 


tf 
It 
i 
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‘made a moft numerous appearance, to exprefs their gra- 
Vstude and joy; ships in the river difplayed their co- 
liours; houfes at night were illuminated all over the 
‘\city, and every decent and @iderly method was obferv- 


ed, to demonftrate the jut fenfe they entertained of his 


} majefty’s eoodnefs, and the wifdom of parliament, in 
\contiliating the minds of the people on this critical oc- 
\cafién. An exprefs was difpatched immediately to Fal- 


mouth, with letters to the different provinces, acquaint- 


\ 
i) > 


at. 


cee yr ES na 


Pkieths Tie By Ry ds 


Roxbury, April 14, 1773. 


) Ms Samuel Adams’s name will occur frequently in 


the courfe of our correfpondence ; be: it noted 


therefore, that the firft time of his being returned! for ¢ 
Bofton, and ferving as a reprefentative, was upon an 27. ee 
election occafioned by the death of Oxenbridge Thacier r 
efq. The deceafed belonged to the band of patriots ; 
but when he happened to think differently from Mr. 
Otis jun. in the houfe of affembly, the latter treated him: 
in fo overbearing and indecent a manner, that he was 
obliged at times to call upon the fpeaker to interpofe 
and protect him. The ftate, of affairs required a par- 
| ticular 


. 
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ticular attention to the political fentiments of the per-} 
fon who fhould be chofen. The inhabitants, in fixing} 


upon Mr. S. Adams, made choice of a member, wnpt 


was zealoufly attached togthe rights of the Maffachu-} 
fetts in particular, and the colonies in general; and but} 7 


little to his own perfonal interefts. 


fied to fecond Mr. Otis, and learned in time to fervel 
his own public views by the influence of the other. Hel 
_was foon noticed by the houfe, chofen, and continued’ 
their clerk from year to year, by which means he had} 
the cuftody of their papers; and of thefe he knew how | | 
to make an advantage for political purpotes. He was | 
frequently upon important committees, “and acquired | 
great afcendency, by difcovering a readinefs to acquiefce | 
in the propofals and amendments of others, while the | 
end aimed at by them, did not eventually fruftrate his 
leading defigns. He fhowed a pliablenefg and complall | 
fance in thefe-fmaller matters, which enabled him in the | 
iffue to carry thofe of much greater confequence; and 
there were many favorite points, which the fons of li. | 
berty inthe Maffachufetts meant to carry, even n though 


the ftamp-act fhould be repealed. 
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He was well quali-| 


Mr. Pitt’s declaration againft the parliament’s iA 
to impofe internal taxes, and his faying [ aim glad Ames r 
rica has refifted, were feized with eagernefs by the popu- 


lar leaders in the colonies. 


‘They praifed and idolized 


him for the fame, without regarding what he had des” 
clared, in favor of the authority of parliament in all 
cafes of external taxation, and for enforcing all laws for 
that purpule; and notwithftanding his having faid, “ If 
obedience be refufed, I would not fuffer a horfe-nail to. | 
be made in the plantations.” ‘Their {pirits were elated, | 


8 


and 


il 


‘nd they took encouragement from his declaration, to 
Jortify them(felves in their own fentiments upon Ame- 


ican liberty. 
It is impoffible to exprels % efilie the extraordinary, 


oy; with which the body of the Americans received 


‘he news of the repeal, though the power of the vice- 
‘\dmiralty courts remained unabridged, and the decla- 
latory act was added. The: latter was confidered by 
Jome, as paffed merely to fave appearances, while con- 
Jemned by others, whofe wifdom would have been more 


vident, had they repreffed their contempt, whatever 


Was their opinion. In regard to the former, ‘ the 
Judges of the vice-admiralty courts in the colonies had 
had affigned them, by acts of parliament, a jurifdiction for 
\he recovery. of penalties upon the laws of revenue and 


‘rade, without juries for near a century paft*.” Had 


ha prudent and moderate temper taken poffeffion of all 


parties at this period, it had been happy; but they. 
were fo much heated in fome colonies, as to be deter- 


mined upon oppofing each other. 


When the choice of members for Bofton, to repre- 


\fent the town in the next general court, was approach- 
ling, Mr. John Rowe, a merchant, who had been active 


jon the fide of liberty, in matters of trade, was thought 


of by fome influential perions. Mr. Samuel Adams art- 


‘folly nominated a different one, by afking with his eyes 


Jooking to Mr. Haxcock’s houfe, “ Is there not another 


\‘fobn, that may do better?” The hint took. Mr. Tobn 


Hancock’s uncle was dead, and had lefthim a very con- 


Miderable fortune. Mr. Samuel Adams judged, that the 
fortune would give credit and fupport to the caufe of 


* The lords proteft againit the repeal of the ftamp-att. 
liberty 5 
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Plymouth made choice alfo of a new reprefentative, th the 


houfe enabled him to execute it the more eafily. 


“= Sam Togs Wate, eee 
ress = mei jr se *y Cae be v3 ; 
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liberty ; that popularity would pleafe the poffeffor ; and | 
that he might be eafily fecured by prudent management, | 
and might make a confpicuous figure in the band of | 
patriots. : 4| 
Mefits. ames Otis jun. Thomas Cufhing, Samuel | 
Adams, and Fohn Hancock, (who had never been of the } 
houfe before) were returned for Bofton. The town of p 


high theriff of the county, James Warren elg; a gentler 
man of real abilities, and who efpoufed the fide of lis 
berty upon principle. - The government wifhed to have 
him on their fide, and played off both threats and pros 
mifes: however he was immoveable. 

- ‘Fhe general court met according to charter. a | 
houfé of affembly chofe Mr. Ovis fpeaker. Governdlll| 
Bernard negatived, inftead of adopting the seit 
meafure of accepting him. The acceptance might hay 
foftened and induced him to have dropped the plan of | 
leaving out of the council, in’ the new election,. the | 
crown officers and juftices of the fuperior court; b | 
the refufal. confirmed him in it, and by irritating the 


crown officers were the lieutenant. governor and fecre 

tary, Mefits. Hurchinfon and Oliver ; the others held onl 
provincial commiffions. ‘The oppofition affigned as th 
reafon for leaving them out, that they might redrefs ; 
grievance long complained of by their conftitu its, 
dangerous union of legiflative and executive pow 
the fame perfons. But the true ones probably were, 
the fufpicions and diflike they entertained of and to thei 
political fentiments, and Mr, O#is’s having been nega- 
tived. Mr. Bernard retaliated, and excepted againft the | 
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x counfellors chofen in the room of the others. Thus 
1e animofity was increafed. Had he negatived two 
r three only, there might have been an opening for 
ealing the breach; but now it was otherwife. The 
berry party gained ftrength, and it was ordered by the June 
fflembiy, “ That the debates of this houfe be open, 

Ynd that a gallery be ere€ted for the accommodation of 

ach as fhall be inclined to attend them.” A gallery 

yas prepared with the utmoft expedition, and finifhed 
na few days. It was viewed as a great acquilition to. 
,e common caufe ; and certainly ferved a double pur- ; # 
vofe. The admiffion of the people at large, to hear 
e debates, and to watch the members, reftrained fome 
ia fpeaking with their ufual freedom in fupport of 
rovernmental meafures; and encouraged others to in- 
julge themfelves in all that animated language, and 
hofe folemn pigistianons of difinterefted zeal for the 
ights and privileges of their country, which are fo* 
aking swith men of honeft minds and plain underftand- 
ngs. But you are not to fuppofe that thefe protefta- 
ions were always true on this fide of the Atlantic, any 
nore than on yours. Many joined the banners of » 
iberty, and violently oppofed the governor and go- 
vernmental meafures, becaufe of fe re{traints they 
vere under from the laws of trade, the danger they. 
were in of fuffering by them; and his perfifting to give 
hefe laws all the fupport in his power. ‘The oppofi- 
ion had great advantage in the political conteft, by 
| randing all the fupporters of government as friends to 
he ftamp-act, though they knew to the contrary. © Both 
ides were fenfible that the act was merely financial, 
Vou. I. P : without 


‘ 
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without any regard to the political ftate-of America, of 
any purpofe to remove one of its difficulties. a 
The houfe were unanimous in voting, that thank¢ 
fhould be returned to the duke of Grafton and other no} 
blemen, to Mr. Pit and other gentlemen, who! rad] 
been active and aiding in the repeal of the ftamp- #) 
However, when his majefty’s recommendation to mak 
up the lofles of the fatter ers in the late unhappy rimes| 


came before them from the governor with thefe wor 


« The juftice and humanity of this requifition is fo for 
eile; that it cannot be controverted; the authority wi t 
which it is introduced, fhould preclude all difputati 
about complying with it ;” they objected to the man 
in which it was propofed, as being “ derogatory to the 
honor of the houfe, and in breach of the privileges 
thereof,” and unreafonably declined making compenta 
tion; whereas their privileges might have been prefers 
uninjured, by a vote to relieve the fuiterers upon cheit 
own application, out of dutiful refpect to the mild te 
prefentation. of his majefly, and out of buat aa 
generofity to the fufferers. an 
When a compenfation was firft talked of, it wwas-the 
general Sey that is ought to be made, but that it 
was due from Bofton,only, and not the province in ge; 
neral. This thought probably determined the Bottor 
members to oppofe making the compenfation even ou! 
of the treafury; a way in which it might -have: _ beer 
done, had they and their friends joined ‘the friends o} 
government. But had the money been ordered out. 0 
the treafury, a fubfequent motion might have chargec 
it upon Bolton, which as the tax bill was to be paft a’ 
that time, would have been eafily effected, The intere! 
¢ 


' 
; 


} * Mr. Hutchinfon’s lofs was 23961. 3s. rd. Mr. Oliver's 4a) 
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Hf the town induced its members to employ every cir- 


rumftance to prevent the compenfation’s being voted at 

brefent. After a while repeated advices were received, 

hat the honor of parliament was engaged to fee the 

sompenfation made, and that they would certainly take 
t in hand, if the provincial affembly refufed. It was 

pbvious, that the parliament. could enforce payment 

toma fea-port. The people of Bofton grew uneafy, 
hat the money was not paid. A town-meeting was 

ralled: the abovementioned expedient was propofed 

nd approved of, and.their reprefentatives were directed. 

o ufe their influence, that compenfation might be granted 
pon thofe principles, and the money be paid out of 
he treafury. 


elief *. Their petitions were confidered; and on the 
queftion being put, “* Whether fhall compenfation’ be 
nade out of the province treafury?” it paffed in the. 
negative. A bill however, was finally admitted for 


naking compenfation, which was to be tranfmitted to 
he feveral towns, for the fentiments of the conftituents. 


Dortant purpofe. - The act granted compenfation to the 
ufferers ; and a free and general pardon, indemnity and 
sblivion to.the offenders in the late times. - It was dif 


Wllowed at home, on account of the affembly’s having 


225s 
Mir, persivell’s 289l. 0. 13d. Mr. Story’s, sol, 118, 63d, all ftetling. 
2 incor~ 


Mr. Huichinfon and the white fufferers petitioned i Sept. 


Tt pafled to be engroffed, yeas 53, nays 35; but not Dec, 
Bvithout the houfe’s refolving, “‘ That it is under a full 5 

Perfuafion, that the fufferers have no juft claim or de- 
yeand on the province. "A needlefs refolve, tending 


Ho excite difeuft in many, without anfwering any im- 
| 


912 


‘confent to fuch act of pardon. ‘The fufferers howeve} 
received the compenfation, and the offenders were no| 
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incorporated an aét of pardon with an act of compen | 
fation, without having obtained his majefty’s previouy 


; 


profecuted. 
In Virginia a bill paffed the houfe of pubertal fo} 
erecting a ftatuie to his majefty, as an acknowledgmen| 
for repealing the ftamp-aét, and alfo an obeliflk to com| 
memorate thofe worthy patriots who diftinguifhed them! 
felves in bringing about that happy event. ‘And 2 
New York, an act was pafled for making reftitution t 
the feveral perfons therein named, for loffes fuftai | 
in the laté commotions. But when the affembly w : 
applied to, for carrying into execution the act of par 
liament of the preceding year, for quartering his mal 
jefty’s troops, they faid in their addrets to the governo! 
Sir Henry Moore, “ According to the conftruction pr 
on it here, it is required, that all the forces, which ' 
at any time enter this colony, fhall be quartered durin 
the whole year, in‘a very unufual and expenfive maf 
‘ner: by marching feveral regiments into this colon} 
this expence would become ruinous and infupportable 
and therefore we canhot, confiftent with our duty t 
our conftituents, put it in the power of any perfon 2 (wha! 
{cever confidence we may have of his pradenee: and ir 
tegrity) to lay fuch a burden on them:” and fo jot 


their declining to provide for the troops. 4}, ~"% 
Before clofing the account of 1766, be it obferve: 
that the people ot Convweéticut fatled not to fhow the 


_refentment againtt their late governor’s having qualifies 


agreeable to wh sat the {lamp-act enjoined. There wi 

» meeting of gentlemen at Hartford, for concerting 

| pla 
“7 
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lan for the choice of a new governor and counfellors, 
the room of thofe, who with him had taken the 
ath required. Matters were fo managed at this meet- 
ig, that when the election came on, Mr. Pitkin was . 
jnofen governor, and colonel Trumbull, deputy gover- 
br. But the epifcopalians, almoft to a man, voted for 
Mr. Fitch; and by thus making a party. with admini- 
ration, againft the claims and rights of their colony, . 
sndered themfelves obnoxious. BAR HO 
The Maffachufett’s houte of affembly continued their 5467. 
Ippofition to the lieutenant governor, Mr. Hutchinfon, ee 
ad refolved, « That he not being elected a counfellor, ~~ 
as by the charter, no right to a feat at the council 
oard, with or without a voice, while the commander 
1 chief isin the province.” March the fifth the coun- 
il determined the fame; but in their meflage to the 
joufe, exprefied their furprife at what had been done 
nthout them, and at its not being mentioned to. the 
Joard till February the twenty-fourth, Mr. Hutchm/on 
|fcerward did not attempt to be prefent. Lord Shel. 
murne, in anfwer to what was tranfmitted to him, by 
he governor upon the affair, wrote in September “ the 
dmiffion of the lieutenant eovernor lies after all in the 
reaft of the council only, as being the proper judges 
f their own privileges, and as having a right to deter- 
nine whom they will admit to be pretent at their. deli- 
erations.” ‘Thefe proceedings of the Maffachujeti’s and 
Vew York.affemblies, thought to be, in name at leatt, 
wo of the moft confiderable in the colonies, were af- 
ribed to, an unreafonable perverfenefs of temper; and 
‘xafperated the friends of America, by expofing them, 
yowever unjuftly, to the imputation 9f facrificing the 

| ES: Bi interetts 
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alfo encouraged the Anti-Americans to refume the plan |; 


painters colours, tea; &c. the other for taking off thé! 
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infterefts of Great Britain to thofe of America. They} 


of taxing the colonies; and Mr. Charles T ownfend pawns | 
ed Kis credit to them, for effecting it, and became chan- |, 
chellor of the Exchequer. But, three of the miniftry | 
oppofed in thé couticil, taxing the Americans afrefyy 
arid it would have been a bleffing had their opinion | 
prevarhed.|**. 7 a’ as eh 

The chancellor of the Exchequer moved for eave to | 
bring in bills, for granting a duty upon paper, olafs, | 
painters’ colours, &c. in the Britith American cos] 
loniés ; for fetthing falaries on the governors, judges, Fe. | 
in’ North America; and for taking off the duty on teas | 


exported to America, and granting a duty of threé=| 


péfice. a pound on the importation in Americas Two 
bills were at leneth framed, the one-for ranting duties | 
iy the Britifh colonies in America, on paper, - glafs, 


duty of a fhilling a pound.on all black and Singlo tea, , 
and for grant ting a drawback on teas exported to Tela 
and America, ‘The firft received the royal affent June: 
the riety tty the laft July the fecond. The 
amble to the firft act expreffes, that the duties are =| 
«¢ for the better fupport of government, and the admi-: 
niftration of the colonies.” The colonifts deemed ieun-, 
rieceflary, unjuft, and dangerous to their moft impor 


tant rights. There is a claufe iit, enabling the crown, 
by fign manual, to €ftablith a general civil lt, through-. 


Sut every province in North vimerica, to any indefinite, 
éxtent, with any falaries penfions or appointments, to: 
afiy unlimited amount, even: to the: produce of the laft. 
ania of the American revenue, T he point was now, 

y carried, 
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jarried, ovhteh had been the object of every minifter 
nce the reign of Charles Il. viz. the effablifhment of a 
vil lift in America independent of the affemblies. Mir. 
“chard Yack/on {poke in the houfe of commons againtt 
pet part of the bill, and was fupported only by Mr. 
Nuke, and no other member. He was convinced, that 
Jough the judges ought to be independent, both of 


rown and people, yet mifchiefs might arife from the 
pdependency of governors on the people, much greater 
Mian could arife from their dependence; and that it was 
Hot fit, that fuch perfons as governors ufually are, fhouid 
e independent of the people, and dependent upon 
ne crown for their governments. The act provides, 
pe after all fuch stitial warrants under the fign 
Hhanual, as are thought proper and neceffary, fhall be fa- _ 
Isfied, the ‘refidue of the revenue fhall be at the difpo- 
pl cof the parliament. But. who can fuppofe, that 
Iich warrants will ever be fatisfied, till minifters have 


Brovided for all their friends and favorites? May it 

Jot be faid upon the plan of this act, “ the mockery of 

In “Wmerican revenue proves at lait ‘to be the’ crumbs 
fall from the minifter’s table—the refidue indeed, 

(pea warrant, counterfigned sh the firft lord of me  * 

Preafury * : ae 

-An acéount being received of New York’s having re- 

ufed to-provide for quartering the troops, Mr. Grenville 

‘nd his adherents raifedfuch a clamor againft America, 

frat it was thought neceffary to bring ina bill “ for yy. “ 

eftraining the affembly of New York from paffing any 27- 

(@; till. they had: complied with the act of parliament 

Jor the furnifhing his majefty’s troops with the necef- 

Tm ie 3 SeViewMartiey’s letters, } : 
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faries required by that aét ;” and it had the royal affent} 
the fecond of July. The taking away in this manner} 
‘from the province of New York all the powers of le-} 
' giflation, till they fhould comply with the former ad, 2 
occafioned a general alarm among the Americans. They} 
now faw that their own colonial parliaments, as they} 
confidered them, were to be bound to what the Britith} 
miniftry might deem their good behaviour, by the ads} 
of a Britifh parliament. Nothing could be more grating} 
to the fons of liberty in every province. It was the) 
club of power which, while it knocked down the New 
York affembly, threatened every other with the like, iff 
not phable. | ! 
A plan of a board of commiffioners for the American) 
i Sak eek in order to eafe the old board of commit 
fioners of part of its burden through increafing bufinefs, 
had been in contemplation. It was intended to be placed 
in London, in order to be near the treafury, the ulti-- 
matum of revenue matters. Mr. Paxton thought to be’ 
the moft plaufible and infinuating of mankind, though | 
not the moft fincere, having left Bofton and: gone to: 
Britain, had free accefs to the chancellor of the exche- 
quer, Mr. Charles Townfend. It is faid, that he whi ied, | 
cried, profefled, fwore, and made his wiil in favor of. | 
‘that great man; and then urged the neceflity. of. an 
American board of commiffioners, and his having a feat at’ 
it, He might forward the bufimefs. Be that as it may, 
June the chancellor brought in a bill for eftablifhing a cuftom- 
3+ houfe and a board of commiffioners in America, which 
alfo paffed into an act at the fame time with the — 

Mr. Paxton, for his own” convenience and pleat 
"might procure the fixing the ee Bofton; but of al 
é . places 
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places it was. the moft improper. The people were of 
all others the moft jealous of infringements on their li- 
berties; and were the leaft fuited to fee crown officers 
living among them in great flate, upon what they could 
not but deem, from the mediocrity of their own cir- 
jqumitances, large falaries, payable from the revenue, to — 
be raifed from the colonies. The board fhould have 
‘been placed at New York. Smuggling was as prevalent 
‘there as at Bofton. The inhabitants had been long ufed 
‘to crown officers with fplendid appearances 5 the com- 
-manders of his majefty’s troops refided much among 
| them ; ‘numbers of them lived in a higher {tile than the 
Boftonians ; befide, there the commiffioners would 
have had forces at~hand to have fupported them, and 
have met with greater affiftance from the fervants of a 
royal government and their connections. The timing 
| alfo, as well as the placing of the board, was rather 
unfortunate; for it fupplied the Americans with the op- 
portunity of propagating, that it was appointed merely 
to enforce the new duties. By this means the. people 
} were inflamed, and the appointment was pronounced un- 
1 conftitutional and opprefiive. The duties were to take place 
after the twentieth of November; and in the beginning 
of that month, three of the commiffioners, Henry Hulton, 


|. William Burch, and Charles Paxton elqrs. arrive Lig 


Bofton: the other two, Foon Temple and ‘fobn Robinfor 
efqrs. were in Amegca before. As to the expence of 
the board of cuftoms, including the whole, it was a 
- thoufand pounds lefs than that of the four furveyors 
general, and the office connected with them at London. 
- The chancellor had been inftrumental in reviving thofe 
American animofities, which the repeal of the ftamp- 

; act 


& 
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-act had quieted ; but did not live to fee. the fatal eo 
fequences which have followed, as he oc the fourth of | 
September. ! ae a 

O& A few gentlemen at a sStiieoe club in Rofton, havin 
fugeefted a non-importation agreement, the thought | 
was improved upon, till at length the inhabitants, at a 
town meeting, agreed upom meafures to promote in- |} 
duftry, céconomy, and manufactures; thereby toy pre= | 
vent the unnéceflary importation of Exvopean commedis: | 
ties. . They alfo voted, that a fubfcription paper thould: } 
be prepared, and a committee appomted to procure: 
fub{criptions to it; by which the parties engaged to ens 


courage the ufe and confumption of all articles manu- | 
factured in any of the Britith American colonies; and | 
after the thirty-firft of December following, not to pur- | 
chafe certain enumerated articles imported from abroad. > 
The failure of expected fuccefs from thefe meafures, | 

and an apprehenfion of difasreeable confequences from 

an ineffectual oppofition, were probably the motives that 

Noy. induced Mr. O7s, at a fubfequent town-meeting, to 


20, make a long fpeech on the fide of government, wherein : 
he afferted the kine’s right to appoint officers of the | 
cuftoms, in what number and by what denomination he 
pleafed ; and that as'to the new duties, it would be’ — 

-yéry imprudent in thé town to make an oppofition to 
them, when every town in the province, and every other 
province in America feemed to acquiefce in them. and 

Dec. be contented. But the propofed mieafures were after- 
ward approved of and adopted at Providence and babi 
port. reas 

1768. The Connetticut towns and New York followed the “a 

Jao. nple, Still the bufinels labored without being pros 

. ductive 
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Juctive of any important effects. ‘This engaged the at- 

tention: of one captaii Malcolm, a fmall trader, who 

about eighteen months before had made himfelf famous 

by a violent and fuccefsful refiftance with fword and 

piftol, to the cuftem-houte officers, when endeavouring 

to fearch’ his heufe for uncuftormied goods, under the 

authority of a writ of affiftance. Having, about the 

middle of February, fafely run the cargo of a fchooner 
from Byall, confifting of about fixty pipes of wine, he 
within two or three days procured a meeting of fome 
merchants and traders, at which he prefided. Nothing 
was determined upon more, than the calling of a general 
meeting of the merchants on Friday, March the fourth. 
‘This may be ftiled the firft movement of the merchants 
againft the new aéts of parliament. The refult of this 
‘meeting was, that a fubfcription for not importing any 
Englith goods, except for the fifhery, for eighteen 
months, fhould be prepared and carried round the town. 
‘Ie met with no great encouragement, and many de- 
clined fubfcribing. On this, all engines were fet to 
work; fome were threatened and made afraid for their 
-perfons and houfes; others for their trade and credit. 
By fuch means the fubfcription was filled. But the 
~mer¢hants of New York and Philadelphia declining to 
concur in the meafure, thofe of Bofton were obliged to 
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within a few months,,as you will learn below. 

The New England {pirit of patriotifm and ceconomy 
was greatly approved of at Philadelphia ; and itwas faid, that 
«¢ Tf America is faved-from its impending danger, New 
_ England will be its acknowledged guardian.” Periodi- 
eal pieces were publifhed at Bofton, on the nature and 
i extent 


give it-up for the prefent. However they renewed it 
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extent of Britifh parliamentary power. -Hints were 
thrown out about independency: and intimations given, — 
that freemen were not to be governed any more than | 
taxed but by their own confent, in real or virtual repre-_ } 
fentatives. The power of Britifh legiflation over the | 
Americans was queftioned, and virtually denied. Mat- _ | 
ters were brought to this length, by broaching anew a dif— 

pute that fhould never habe been moved again; and 
which might happily have lain dormant for half a cen- 
tury or more, had no frefh attempt been made ta tax 


the Americans. Before the ftamp-aé, they allowed the, 
mother country a certain prerogative over them. They _ 


acquiefced in the parliament’s right to make many a¢ts, | 
binding them in divers internal matters, and regulating. | 
their trade. They did not reafon neither then nor im-_ 
mediately after the repeal, “ if the parliament has no 
right to tax us iternally, they have none to tax 11s ex- 
ternally, orto make any other law to bind us.” They 
admitted the diftinétion between interndl and external 
taxation, and between raifing money from the regulation 
of trade, and raifing it for the purpofes of a revenue. 1 
The wifdom of parliament fhould have abode by their _ 
conceflions, and have adopted and confirmed their 
diftin@tion. But being obliged to enter afrefh the field - 

of political controverfy, great numbers began to think, _ 
that the want of reprefentation in parliament freed them _ 
abfolutely from any obedience to the power of the 
Britith legiflature ; and that there was no real, and only 
a nominal difference between internal and ‘external tax-_ 
ation, agreeable to what was infifted upon by the party 
oppofing the repeal of the ftamp-act. ‘Fohn Dickinfon 
efq; began fo early as in November 1767 to employ his, 
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“pen againft the acts which had been pafied, in a feries 


of Letters from a Farmer ia Pennfylvamea to the Inhabitants 
of the Britifh Colonies. They amounted to twelve; and 
in them Ke ably maintained the rights of the colonitfts. 
He clofed with a poftfcript in thefe words: “ Is there 
not the greateft reafon to hope, if the univerfal fenfe of 
thefe colonies is immediately expreft by re/olves of the 


affemblies in fupport of their rights, by m/fruciions to 


their agents on the fubjeét, and by peritions to the 
crown and parliament for redrefs, that thofe meafures 
will have the fame fuccefs now that they had in the time 
of the ftamp-act ?”? The inhabitants of Bofton were fo 
fenfible of the eminent fervice he did to the common 
caufe, that they wrote to him upon the occafion. In 
his anfwer, April the eleventh, he faid, “ Never will 
my heart become infenfible till infenfible of all worldly 


‘things, of the unfpeakable obligation I owe to the in- 
“habitants of the Maffachwftts Bay, for the vigilance with 
‘which they have watched over, and the magnanimity 


with which they have maintained, the liberties of the 


Britifa colonies on this continent.” It was probably 
owing to Mr. Dickinfon’s publications, that the Pennfyl-,° 
| vania affembly, early in February, before they knew 


what"meafures the Maffachufetts Bay, or any other co- 


lony, would purfue, took into confideration the act im" 


pofing duties on paper, glafs, &c. and gave pofitive in- 
-ftructions to their agents, to unite with other agents in 
applying to parliament and praying relief. | 
It may be juftly concluded, from governor Bernard's 
letters to lord Shelburne, that the Maffachufetts affern- 
“bly were inclined to bury in oblivion the difcords occa- 
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fature controverfy, had not the - late chancellor un- 
happily revived the animofities. ‘ The houfe, -(fays 
the governor) from the time of opening the feffion to ! 
this day, has fhewn a difpofition to. avoid all difpute. 
with me; every thing having pafied with as much good - 
humor as I could defire, except only their continuing. / 
_ to act in addreffine the king, remonftrating to the fe- 
cretary of flate, and employing a feparate agent. . It is” | 
the importance of this innovation, which induces me to | 
make this remonftrance at a time when I have a fair | 
profpect of having, in all-other bufinels, nothing but | 
good to fay of the proceedings of the houfe*.” | } 
«© ‘Uhey have acted in all things, even in their remon= q 
ftrance, with temper and moderation: they have avoided J 
fome fubjeéts of difpute, and have laid a foundation for | 
removing fome caufes of former altercation }.” ei 
© J will make fuch a prudent‘ and proper ufe of. ial | 
letter as, I-hope, will perfectly. reftore the peace and | 
tranquillity. of this province, for which purpofe con= 4 
fiderable hteps have been made by the houle of repre-_ , 
fentatives fi? idl € . ae { 
Jo. , Lhe Mafachufetts houle a6 reprefentatives, in .a de- | 
he upon the “expediency of writing to the affemblies ’ 
i of the other colonies upon the continent, with refpect to | 
) the importance of joining -with them,” put a queftion 
» onthe propofition of writing letters, defiring thofe a 
.__ femblies to join.them, which was negatived for this very. 
reafon, becaufe containing the propofition of joining. 
The haufe theught.exceptions might be taken at it, as | 
having a tendency .to form.combinations; and that ite | 
sais be confidered at home as the appointing another | 
* Jaquary2r, 1768... + January 30.» » -f February 2." 7 
ce ea congrefs. - 
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vote fhall :be re-confidered, unlefs the number of mem- 
_ bers prefent equals the number oat its paffing. When 
they had the fame number, eighty- two, which makes.a Feb. 
fall houfe, a motion was made for re-confidering the * 


} vote againft applying to the other colonies; and the vote 


of se-confideration was ebtained by a large majority. 


| The fame day a committee was appointed to prepare a 


letter to be tranfmitted to the feveral houfes of repre- 


I fentatives and burgeffes upon the continent, to inform 


them of the meafures the houfe had taken with regard 
to difficulties they were apprehenfive would arife from 
the operation of feveral atts of parliament for levying 
duties and taxes on the American colonies. The com- 
mittee, after deliberating a week, reported the letter, 11. 
which being read in the houfe, was accepted almoft 
-mnanimoufly, in the prefence of eighty-three members. 
It began thus: “ Sir, the houfe of reprefentatives of 
: this province have taken into their ferious confideration 
- the great difficulties that muft accrue to themfelves and 
their conftituents, by the operation of feveral acts of 
| parliament impofing. duties and taxes on the American 
colonies.” Itthen related the meafures they had taken 
| in petitioning the king making reprefentations to the 
miniftry, &c. and concluded with,. ¢ the houfe is fully 

- fatished that your affembly 1s too generous.and enlarged 

in fentiment, to believe that this letter proceeds from 

an ambition of taking the lead, or dictating to the other 
affemblies. They freely fubmit their opinion to the 
judgment: of others, and fhall take it kind in your 
houfe to peint out ‘to them any thing further. that 
vag be thought neceflary. This houfe cannot conclude 
without 
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_recommendatory ftrain of the Maffachufetts-Bay affem- 


common head and father, that the united and dutiful |! 
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without expreffing their firm confidence in the king, our 


fupplications of his diftrefled American ss hea will : 
meet with his royal and favorable acceptance.” | 
Peter Gilman efg; fpeaker of the New Hampfhire af-} 


fembly, wrote, by order of the houfe, in anfwer to the : 
Maflachufetts circular letter— The fentiments con-} 


tained in it are highly approved, and the communica-| 
tion kindly received and gratefully acknowledged. The} 
time of the houfe’s exiftence in that relation is near ex-| 
piring ; they can’t engage for their fucceffors, and can} 
only exprefs their fatisfaétion. in the Maffachufetts pro-| 
ceedings, and declare their hopes, that the next affem-} 
bly will heartily concur in fentiments on this affair, and | 
purfue the fame method.” The letter ran in the higheft | 

| 


bly; and concluded with, “ What remains for us at 


.. prefent is to offer our daily prayer to the Governor and : 


-mote’ their welfare and happinefs, whofé cheerful obe=: 


‘Lord of the univerfe, to avert the impending evil, and’ 


to make way for the full eftablifhment of Britifh liberty: 
in every branch of it, and to quiet every colony in all, 
the enjoyment of all their civil and religious rights and | 
privileges.” For thefe courtly expreffions, with which | 
the houfe declined doing any thing in the bufinefs, the: 
next affembly was rewarded with courtly commendati-' 
ons. The governor, ‘ohn Wentworth efg; na meffage: 
of October the twentieth, communicated the copy of 
the following extract of a letter from Lord HilGor oleh, 
of July the ninth:'* It is his majefty’s pleafure that’ 
you fhould affure his faithful fubjeéts in New' Hamppire, 
that his majefty has nothing more at heart than to pra 
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dience to the laws of this kingdom, and fteady refolu- 
tion in refufing to accede to the meafures and propofals 
which have been urged with fo much indecent warmth 
‘in other colonies, cannot fail to recommend them to his 
royal favor and countenance.” The affembly however, 
‘nine days after, petitioned the king, and mentioned that 
his royal predecefiors granted them a power of legifla- 
tion, limited to the approbation or difallowance of the 
crown, with the powers and privileges effential to Britihh 
liberty, of raifing internal taxes by their own reprefen- 
tatives. The petition was moft profoundly humble ; and 
fo foftly worded, that it could not offend the moft deli- 
cate ear of the higheft parliamentary prerogative man. 
By fome accident or contrivance, it was not fent till an- 
tiquated and out of feafon. Mr. Wentworth had gained 
an afcendency over the people of his government, by 
|) which he kept them from entering into any fuch fpirited 
I meafures for the redrefs of grievances as would be offen- 
five to miniftry. The other colonies adopted a differ- 
ent line of condu&t. ‘The Virgivia houfe of burgeffes 
applauded the Maffachujerts reprefentatives for their at- 
tention to’ American liberty ; took notice of the a@ 
fufpending the legiflative powers of New York; and 
faid, “‘ If the parliament can compel the colonies to 
)furnith a fingle article to the troops fent over, they may 
by the fame rule, oblige them to furnifh clothes, arms, 
and every other neceflary, even to the pay of the officers 
and foldiers, a: doétrine replete with every mifchief, and 
utterly fubverfive of all that is dear and valuable.” The 
couneil concurred with them in all their proceedings ; 
and their agent was enjoined to confult the agents of 
the other colonies, and to co-operate with them in ap- 
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plying for redrefs. Moft of the affemblies upon the | 
continent, as they had opportunity, approved of the 

doings of the Maffachuletts, and harmonized with them | 

in refolves and petitions. Butan account of their doings | 

oe had not reached Great Britain long, ere Lord Hill/borough | 
‘ *“* wrote to governor Bernard upon the occafion. For / 
"A ela want of fuller and jufter information, or of due atten- | 
tion to the governor’s expreffions, the proceeding which : 

originated the circular letter, was mentioned—* as un- | 

fair, contrary to the real fenfe of the aflembly, and pro- 

cured by furprife; and therefore” upon this miftaken | 

principle, the governor was inftruéted, © fo foon as the! 

| general court is again afiembled, to require of the houfe : 
of reprefentatives, in his majefty’s name, to refcind the 
refolution which gave birth to the circular letter from 
the fpeaker, and to declare their difapprobation of, and’ 
diffent to that rafh and hafty proceeding.” In cafe they. 
refufed to comply, he was immediately to diffolve them, 
and to tranfmit to his lordfhip an account of their tran 
actions. The houfe was informed of what was re-' 
quired ; and three days after, of what they were to ex- 
pect if unpliable. Their refolution not being returned: 
within fix days of the laft part of the information, the’ 
governor fent them word he could wait no longer, which 
hattened the bufinefs in which they were engaged. a 
20s A committee of the houte reported a letter to Lord 
Hillfborough, fetting forth the feveral votes and refolu- 
tions which paffed in the laft houfe of reprefentatives, 
relating to the circular letter; and fhowing that the 
whole of thefe matters was tranfaéted in the height of 
the feffion in a full houfe, and by a large majority, 
“Che letter was approved of by 93 out of 105 members 
| prefent, 


June 
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-prefent, and ordered to be tranfmitted to his lordfhip. 
The houfe agreed alfo upon a meflage to the governor, 
in which they faid, “* It is to us incomprehenfible that 
Ht fhould be required, on the peril of a diffolution of 

the general court, to refcind a refolution of a former 
houfe, when it is evident, that that refolution has no 
‘exiftence but as a mere hiftorical fact. Your exceilency 
mut. know, that the refolution is, to fpeak in the lan- 
guage of the common law, not now executory, but to 
all intents and purpofes executed. If, as is moft pra-. 
bable, by the word refcinding is intended the pafling a 
vote, in direct and exprefs difapprobation of the mea- 
fure taken by the former houfe as illegal, inflammatory, 
and tending to promote unjuftifiable combinations againft 
his majefty’s peace, crown and dignity, we muft take 
the liberty to teftify and publicly declare, that we take 
it to be the native, inherent, and indefeafible right of 
ithe fubject, jointly or feverally, to petition the king for 
the redrefs of grievances; provided alway, that the 
fame be done in a decent, dutiful, loyal and conftitu- 
tional way, without tumult, diforder and confufion.—If 
the votes of the houfe are to be controlled by the direc- 
tion of a minifter, we have left us but a vain femblance 
of libetty.—We have now only to inform you, that this 
houfe have voted zot to refcind, and that on a divifion 
onthe queftion, there were ninety-two nays, and feven- 
teen yeas.” The meffage was firm, patriotic, and {pi- 
rited ;. and in fome parts allufively fevere upon the go- 
wetnor 5 ; but every where decently exprefled. The re- 
cinders. were governmental receivers or expectants, 

Phey had, or looked for a reward, for tl their crouching 
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compliance. The next day the governor pafled fome. 


neceflary acts, and then diffolved the affembly. It is |, 
{carce conceivable how a new affembly of reprefentatives 
could think themfelves capable of being more orolsly | 


infuleed, than by being made accountable for the pro- |; 
ceedings of a diffolved and dead one, and by being | 
punifhed with immediate deftru€tion for not declaring |, 
themfelves of oppofite fentiments to their predeceffors. | 
Mr. Ofis in his fpeech againft refcinding faid, ‘ When 
Lord Hillfborough knows that we will not refcind our | 
aéts, he fhould apply to parliament to refcind theirs. } 
Let Britain refcind their meafures or they are loft for ee 
Fis fpeech by the patriotic enthufiafts was extolled»to | 
the fkies; and by the governmental ones, was declared ; 
to be the moft violent, infolent, abufive, treafonable de-, 


- clamation, that perhaps was ever delivered. While the; 


“matter of refcinding was under confideration, the houfe, 
received an anfwer from Virginia, and one from New, 
Yerfey, which, though not fo very high as the other, was, 
far from beihg unfavorable. “They had alfo intelligence, 
that they might expeét the like from other affemblies + 
thefe circumftances probably increafed the majority acaintt 
refcinding. Had it not been for the mandate to refcind; 
the {effions might have terminated profperouily and 
peaceably : for Mr. Ofis, though he had diftinguifhec 
himfelf by carrying the objections to the authority ©: 
parliament to the greateft length, had retracted all hi 
_fermer opinions, in a fet fpeech at the opening of it 
He faid, he had fully informed himfelf of the relatio, 
between Great Britain and her colonies; and was con. 
yineed that the power of parliament over her colonie 
. me} 
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was abfolute, with this qualification, that they ought 
not to tax them until they allowed them to fend repre- 
fentatives; and that if the colonies had reprefentatives, 


asin Eneland. He then argued for an American re- 


i prefentation. This furprifed the aflembly, and induced 
a member on the fide of government to charge the op- 


pofition with the intention of making an American re- 
prefentation neceflary, by denying the authority of par- 
liament over them becaufe not reprefented. The an- 
fwers of the other party were thought to ftrengthen the 


fufpicion. Upon which Mr. Timothy Ruggles point- 


édly faid, that as they were determined to have repre- 
fentatives, he begged leave to recommend to them a 


| merchant, who would undertake to carry their repre- 


fentatives to England for half what they would fell for 


when they arrived there. But the beft argument to 


have filenced any of the oppofition, who might intereft- 
edly hanker after an American reprefentation, would 


have been to have repeated the refolve of the houfe on 


the 2gth of October 1765-—“* A reprefentation in par- 
liament of the inhabitants of the province, fuch as the 
fubjects in Britain aétually enjoy is impratticable for the 


_ fubje&ts in America,” The day beforé Lord Hilifbor rough 
wrote to Mr. Bernard upon the bufinefs of refcinding, 


a circular letter was written to the governors of the re- 
fpective provinces, to accompany a copy of that of the 
Maffachufetts, in which his lordthip faid, It is his 
_majefty’s pleafure, that you fhould immediately, upon 
the receipt hereof, exert your utmoft influence to defeat 
‘this Aagitious attempt to difturb the public peace, by 


| prevailing upon the affembly of your province to take 
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_ the power of parliament would be as perfect i in America 
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no notice of i it, which will be treating it with the con. | 
tempt it deferves.” He then added a clofing parapraph | 
meant to influence the affemblies ‘into “a compliance. 
The circular Jetter was in fome inftances received in 
- gine, but produced a very ‘different effect from what 
as intended. The New York affembly had felt the | 
weight of the parliament's high difpleafure, and been 
Bereaved of legiflative power, till they fhould comply 
with the billetting act. In the beginning of the year, 
they voted the fum wanted to the general, for the pur- 
chafe of fale, pepper and vinegar, inftead of paffing an 
aét conformable to the parliament’ s a€t, which vote was | 
accepted. But when they met at the clofe of the year, 
after having completed a ‘petition to his majefty, ano-- 
- ther to the lords, and a yermonftrance to the commons, 
they proceeded to confider the circular letters from the 
affemblies of Maffachufeits- -Bay and Virginia, and utia- 
nimoufly agreed to anfwer them in the moft refpectful | 
manner. They then entered into fome very fpirited re- 
folves j in favor of liberty and the rights of their confti- 
tuents ; and appointed a committee to correfpond and 
confult, with any other his’ majefty’ s fubjects out of the 
colony, either individually or collectively, on any mat- 
ter or thing “whatfoever, whereby the rights or privi- 
leges ‘of the houfe or its conftituents might be affected, 
Thefe doings occafioned their’ being diffolved. 
We are now entering upon another interefting period. 
vit had been the common ‘practice for the tide waiter, 
‘upon the arrival of a veflel, to repair ‘to the cabin, and | 
“there to remain drinking punch with the matter, while 
the failors and others upon ‘deck were employed in land- | 
ing the Wines, molafits, or ‘Other “dutiuble goods. The 
coms 
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commiffioners of the cuftoms were determined that the 
laws of trade fhould be executed, 

Upon the arrival of Mr. Hancock’s floop Liberty, Na- 
‘thaniel Barnard matter, from Madeira; the tidefman, 
Thomas Kirk, wert on board in the afternoon, Captain 
Mar fball, in Mir. Hancock’s employ, followed ; and about: 
nine in the evening, made feveral propofals to Kirk, 
which being ee captain Marfball, with five or fix 
others, laid hold of, overpowered, and confined him 
below for three hours, in which time the wine was taken 
out, before entry had been made at the cuftom-houfe 
‘or naval office. Mar/ball threatened Kirk, in cafe of 
difcovery. The captain wrought fo hard in unloading 
the floop, that his fudden death, that night, while in 
‘bed, before affiftance could be obtained, was gene- 
rally believed to have been owing to fome injury re- 
ceived from his uncommon exertions. The next morn- 
| ing the matter entered, as it is faid, four or five pipes, 
and fwore that was the whole of his cargo. It was re- 
folved to feize the floop for a falfe entry’s being made ; 
though it was thought by many that no one would un- 
re the bufinefs. 


| 


M is 


Hallowell the comptroller, repaired to Hancock’s wharf. *° 
Mr. Harrifon objected to the unfeafonablenefs of the 
time, being between fix and feven, when the lower .clafs 
_of people were returning from their day labor. The 
feizure however was made before fun-fet, fo as to be per- 
fey legal. Mr. Harrifon thought. the floop might lie 
at the wharf, after clapping the broad arrow upon her; 
-but Mr. Hallowell judged it would be beft to move her 
aander the guns of the Aomney, and made fignals for her 
Q4 : boats 


Fofeph Harrifon the collector, and Mr. Benjamin June 
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boats to come afhore. The people upon the wharf cried |; 
out, “ There is no occafion, fhe will lie fafe, and no |} 
officer has a right to remove her ;” but the matter of | 
the man of war cut her moorings and carried her off. | 
Every mean was ufed to interrupt the officers in the } 
execution of their bufinefs, and numbers fwore that they | 
would be revenged. A mob was foon colleéted, which | 
increafed to a thoufand or two, chiefly of fturdy boys } 
and negroes. The minds of the people were inflamed | 
by the feizure and removal of the veflel. They had 
been before irritated, by the captain of the man of war’s} 
preffing fome feamen belonging to the town; add to} 
that, their averfion to the board of commiffioners, the 
popularity of the owner, and the name of the floop—!} 
thefe of courfe excited their refentments, and wrought’ 
them up into a combuftible body. Captain Malcolm, 
who was deeply engaged in running the wines, headed a’ 
number of men after the feizure, and was very active in! 
attempting to prevent the floop’s being removed. Mr. 
Harrifon was pelted with ftones, bricks, and dirt, and’ 
received feveral blows with fticks, particularly one on 
the breaft, fo that it was with difficulty he could keep. 
from falling ; he was afterward confined to his bed from: 
the injuries he had received. Mr. Hallowell, Mr. Irving, 
infpector of imports and exports, and the collector’s fon 
were fharers in the treatment. They all efcaped with 
the utmoft hazard of their lives. Mr. Hal/owell was con- 
‘fined to his houfe under the care of a furgeon from 
wounds and bruifes. Mr, Richard Harrifon, the collec- 
~ tor’s fon, was thrown down, dragged by the hair of his 
head, and otherwife treated barbaroufly. Mr. Irving 
was beaten with clubs and fticks; had his fword broken 
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0 pieces, and received a few flight wounds, The mob 
proceeded to the houfes of the collector and comptrol- 
ler, broke their windows, and thofe of Mr. Wiliams 
infpector general, then dragged the collector’s boat. 
through the town, and burnt it on the common. This 
was on Friday evening. Saturday and Sunday evenings 
are facred ; and the commiffioners Hulton, Burch, Pax- 
ton and Robinfon efqrs. remained pretty eafy: during 
the outrages, to avoid infults, they retired from their 
own to neighbours houfes. But receiving information, 
that further riots were intended, and the governor tell- 
ing them, he could not protect them, and that there 
would be no fafety for them in Bofton, confidering the 
temper of the people; on Monday morning early, 
they fent a card to the governor, to let him know that 
they were going on board the Romney, and defired his 
orders for their reception at the caftle, which he readily 
gave. They repaired. firft on board the man of war, 
and then proceeded from thence to the caftle. The col- 
_le€tor and comptroller, and moft of the other officers 
_of the cuftoms withdrew, either then or afterward. On 
the Monday morning large numbers of people were ga- 
thered together, and to appearance regularly formed 
into parties, under their different leaders, in feveral parts 
of the town. If they meant any thing againft the com- 
-miMfioners, they were difappointed by their having with- 
drawn. In the afternoon printed tickets were put up, 
| notifying a meeting of the fons of liberty the next day 
vat ten o’clock. This prevented all mifchief in the even- 
ing. At the appointed time, thoufands of the lower 14. 
¢lafs met; but the day being rainy, numbers adjourned 
to Faneuil hall, and there agreed to fend the conftables 
about 
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about to notify a legal town meeting for the afternoon; | 
Little elfe was done at this meeting, but the appoint: 
ing a committee to wait upon the governor with a peti-| 
tion, the receiving his anfwer, writing a letter toa friend, } i 
and voting fuch inftruétions as they thought proper to} 
their reprefentatives. The common talk was, that the} 
removal of the floop was an affront to the town, as it} 
contained an infinuation that fhe would not have been} 
fafe if left-at the wharf in cuftody of a cuftom-houfe} 
officer. It was afferted, and very truly, that there had | 
been no refcue lately ; but an invincible reafon exifted| 
for it, as no feizure had been lately made. When cap-| 
stain Malcolm, more than a year and half back, op-| 
pofed, in an armed manner, the officers in attempting | 


to fearch his houfe, fuch a number of people affembled ! 
about it, when he had got the officers out and fhut his, 
gates againtt them, that they were glad to retreat with, 
‘out doing ‘their ‘bufinefs. This defiance of the law, 
pafied unnoticed and unpunifhed, fo that the officers 
never afterward attempted to make a feizure, although , 
informations were not wanting, until the prefent time, 
when they were ordered by their fuperiors. About a. 
month after, a {chooner was feized for having thirty 
hogfheads of molaffes on board, and was left at the, 
wharf in cuftody of two cuftom-houfe officers. July the | 
-eighth at night, thirty men boarded her, confined the 
“officers to the cabin, and carried off ‘the molafies. The 
‘towns-people were diflatisfied that their declarations con- | 
‘cerning the floop Liberty, that the would have been 
fafe if left at the wharf, fhouldbe fo foon falfified. The 
-fele& men fent for the mafter, and ordered him to re=. 


‘turn the molaffes directly, under pain of the. difpleafure | 
of 
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f the town. It was immediately done, and the mo- 
affes put on board again, the day after it was conveyed 


way. 

The day before the town meeting of June the four- 
eenth, a committee of both houfes was appointed to 
inquire into the ftate of the province. When they made 
‘heir report, in fpeaking of the affair on Friday the 3o. 
enth, they faid, “ The feizure occafioned a number of 
people to be collected, who from the violence and un- 
precedentednefs of the procedure in carrying off the 
yeflel, €fc. took occafion to infult and abufe the officers 
and ‘to commit other diforders, €Scj,—Refolved, that 
though the extraordinary circumftances of faid feizure 
may extenuate the criminality, yet being of a very cri- 
minal nature and of dangerous confequence, the two 
houfes declare their utter abhorrence and deteftation of 
‘them, and refolve that the governor ‘be ‘defired to direct 
‘the attorney general to profecute all ‘perfons concerned 
inthe faid riot, and that a proclamation be iffued, of- 
fering a reward for making difcovery, fo as the rioters 
ie abettors may be brought to condign punifhment.” 
‘Neither rioters nor abettors had any thing to fear from 
‘either proclamation or profecution; and knew them- 
felves to be perfectly fafe, notwithftanding the report; 
“but the politicians faw it was expedient to fay fomething 
to fave appearances, and well-meaning perfons might 
join them, in the fimplicity of their hearts, believing 
‘that the others intended their words fhould be produc- 
“tive of the events to which they feemingly pointed. At 
the fitting of the fuperior court in Auguft, the grand 
| jury was found to have among them feveral of the abet-~ 
“tors of the Bofton rioters, and particularly the famous 
\ 7 captain 
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captain Malcolm, a circumftance that neceffarily quathed 

all informations and profecutions, as it ftrongly fore-+ 

boded their iffue. ee 

The council in a letter to Lord Hil/(borough infinuated,) | 

that the commiffioners had concerted a plan, with a ) 

defign of raifing a difturbance by the feizure of the 

floop Liberty. The infinuation muft be placed to thel 

; al -will they bore to the commiffioners, more than to any 
thing befide. On the twenty-ninth of. July, they Laid, 


«© The commiflioners were not obliged to quit the Re 


ah) 


we a not apprehend there was any fafficient, ground 7 l 
their quitting it.” But it appears from a, manufcript in’ 
Mr. Hluéchinfon’s hand writing, that the commiuffione ot 
applied, December the nineteenth, to each of the judges! 
of the. fuperior court feparately, for their opimions upon: 
four queftions; and that after having conferred togethas 
Dy were unanimoufly of opinion, | 
‘ That from the fpirit which had been excited in 

the populace againft all the commiffioners of the cul 
toms, Mr. Temple excepted, they could not have re 
mained long in fafety at Bofton, after the feizure of the 
floop Liberty, but would have been in great danger of 
violence to their perfons and properties from a mob, 
which at that time it was generally expected would be 
raifed for that purpofe: . a | 
«That government was infufficient to reftrain, fae | 

or punifh. the feveral mobs which had been affembled 

- fince the fourteenth of Auguft 1765; and that at the 

time of the commiffioners retiring to the caftle, there 


: Bi sal ‘ | was 


~ 


vas no probability that the fame authority could have 
nad any greater force: 

« That they could not have returned to town, and ex- 
scuted their commiffion with fafety, at any time after 
they withdrew, before the arrival of his miayeity’s troops : 

" « And that they knew of no better meafure that they 
could have taken, than retiring to Cattle Witham.” 
Mr. Temple was excepted, for he was not obnoxious 
ro the populace, being averfe to the eftablifhment of 
Ithe board of commiffioners, which leffened both his fa- 
lary and power. He withed the diffolution of it, and 
Ito be reftored to his former place of furveyor general 
> the cuftorns. ‘Though the reft of the commiffioners 
Icould not have returned to have executed their commil- 
Jfion with fafety, they might moft probably have re- 
Jiurned and been fafe, had they declined executing the 
Iizme, which however was not to be expected. They 
| continued at, but were not confined to the caftle. They 
Vode about the country at pleafure, without any inter- 
ruption from the people. 


er rn <eHy 


Dalrymple, and commodore Hood, defiring troops to , 
fupport them in their office. Whatever this application 
might contribute toward the fending of them, yet it 
certainly did not give rife to it. Meafures had been 
taken to procure them long before. Mr. Paxton, when 
in London the preceding year, told Mr. Bollan repeatedly, 
that’ Mr. Hutchinfon and {ome other of his friends were 
of opinion, that ftanding troops were neceflary to fup- 
port the authority of the government at Bofton; and 
"that he was authorized to inform him of this their opi- 


nion. Moft probably he was authorized to inform others 
a , Rute alfo. 
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The commiffioners wrote to general Gage, colonel June 


Se 


‘ing an aggravated detailed account of a terrible dif} 
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alfo. Mr. Bollan was againft fending troops, and when| 
there was a talk of doing it, endeavoured to prevent} 
it, and freely related to a gentleman of confiderable in- 
fluence, what fome of the principal merchants faid, that} 
they who fhould fend over the ftanding troops, would} 
certainly be curfed to all pofterity *. But the difpofi-} 
tion of fome to try the experiment was ftrengthened by} 
a letter from the commiffioners to the lords of the trea- | 
fury received before the riot happened; and renderec 

efficacious upon the arrival of governor Bernard’s lett 


at the fecretary’s office, efpecially that of March, giy-| 


turbance on the joyous anniverfary of the repeal of the} 
ftamp-act ; which general Gage, in his of October to) 
Lord Hillfoorough, declared, from the beft intelligence he 
could procure, to have been trifling. When the matter : 
came to be confidered, it was agreed to fend troops to 
Bolton. Accordingly, Lord Hil//borough in ‘his fecret | 
and confidential letter to general Gage, wrote, “ I am | 
to fignify to you-his majefty’s pleafure, that you do 

forthwith order one regiment, or fuch force as you thall 

think neceffary, to Bofton, to be quartered in that town, » 


4 
oe | 


and, to give every legal afliftance to the civil magiftrate, | 
in the prefervation of the public peace, and to the ofi- 
cers of the revenue, in the execution of the laws of 

trade and revenue ; and as this appears to be a fervice 
of a delicate nature, and poffibly leading to confequences | 
not eafily forefeen, I am direéted by the king to recom- | 
mend to you to make choice of an officer for the com- 


mand of thofe troops, upon whofe prudence, .refolution, 


and integricy, you can entirely rely.” And on the 
* Mr. Bollan’s letter to Mae Hutchinfon, Auguf 11, 1767. 
aan ». wy elevenia 


i 


| 
Jeventh, he informed the governor, that his majefty, 
rom the reprefentation made by him and the commi{- 
joners of the cuftoms, had direéted one regiment at 
eaft to be ftationed in Bofton, and to garrifon, and (if 
aeceflary) to repair the caftle; and had ‘ordered a 
Tce two floops, and two cutters to repair to, and 
remain in the harbour of Bofton for fupporting and af- 
Gfting the officers of the cuftoms in the execution of 
their duty. His lordfhip’s letter to Gage being dated 

svo days before the riot occafioned by the feizure of the 
Joop Liberty, the order contained in it could not pof- 
ibly be founded on fuch riot; though the riot, with the 
fubfequent tranfactions of the town, might be related as 

, reafon in the refolves afterward drawn up, exhibiting 

the neceffity of fending a military force to Bofton. But 
perfons in office are liable to fall into miftakes, through 

the multiplicity and hurry of bufinefs, and for want of 
|due confideration, or better intelligence. In this way 
you may account for his lordfhip’s figning a circular Sept- 
letter, to the governor and council of Rbode land, to i 
the following purpofe—“ Gentlemen, the king hav- 

ing obferved, that the governors of his colonies have, 
upon feveral occafions, taken upon them te communi- 
cate to their councils and affemblies, either the whole 

or parts of letters from his majefty’s principal fecretary 

of ftate, I have it in command to fignify, that it is his 
majefty’s pleafure, that you do not upon any pretence 
whatever communicate to the aflembly, any copies or 
extraéts of fuch letters, unlefs you have his majefty’s 
\particular directions.” This was foon publifhed in the 
Providence Gazette after being received. That colony 
choofés its own gavernor annually, and he has neither 
right 
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Nov. A month after the oth a; the troops at Bofton,| 


de 


“sight nor power to withhold from the affembly copies} 


ef any fuch letters. Upon another occafion his. lord- | 
fhip gave orders to the governor of Pennfylvania, in cafe |. 
the affembly did not act conformable to what was ] | 
pected, immediately to diffolve them; whereas it is 
inherent privilege of that houfe, to fit on their own a| 
journments ; and the governor has no power to diffol 
them. 


ft 


Mr. Hancock was ferved with a precept for goool. | 
ling, by the marfhal of the court of Admiralty. The 

marfhal having arrefted' him, demanded bail for | 
Five other gentlemen were arrefted for the like fum, 
He and the five others gave bail. The commiffioners 
profecuted the fuppofed owner, and each perfon they, 
imagined concerned in unloading the wines, for, the} 
value of the whole cargo and treble damages. Th 
veflel feized was reftored after a long detention ; and 
the fuits in the court of Admiralty dropped, March the 
twenty-fixth, 1769, by a declaration from the king's, 
advocate, that his ‘majelty would profecute no further, 
It was idle to think of fupporting the profecution by) 
fufficient-evidence. Want of inclination or fear would. 
prevent witnefies appearing, and corruption would procure, 
counter-evidence from men of no principle, who would. 
juftify themfelves from the profecution’s being built. 
upon acts of parliament, to which they fuppofed the 05, 
lonies owed no obedience; and would plead, as in too, 
many inftances is done at home, that it is not he who 
takes, but he who impofes the oath, who is chargeable 
with the crime of fwearing falfely. The law would not 


allow the profecuted.any cofts or damages. In this cafe 
the 
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tlie allowance would have been unreafonable; the in- 
nocence of the parties could not have been urged in its 
behalf. 

~The colonifts could not overlook the good effects 
produced by the former non- -importation agreement ; 
and were earneft for playing off the fame engine againft 
the new attempts of miniftry, to faddle them with the 
payment of taxes. About the beginning of April, fe- 
veral gentlemen of Bo/fon and New York, wrote to others 
at Philadelphia, in order to learn, whether they would 
unite with them, in ftopping the importation of goods 
Vcom Great Britain, until certain acts of parliament 
fhould be repealed, which were thought to be injurious 
to their rights, as freemen and Britith fubjects. A nu- 
merous meeting of merchants followed, when an addrefs 
was read tothem. It fet forth the claims of the colo- 
Jnies, and then went into an enumeration of grievances, 
}which the colonifts had long borne, and feemed willing 
to forget, had they not been alarmed afrefh by the late 
proceedings. of the miniftry. The addrefs remarked, 
that, in the a&t obliging the feveral affemblies to pro- 
vide quarters for the foldiers, &c. a power is granted to 
every officer, upon obtaining a warrant from any juf- 
tice (which warrant the juftice is empowered and or- 
‘dered to grant, without any previous oath) to break 
into any houfe by day or by night, under pretence 
(thefe are the words of thé at) of fearching for de- 
ferters, It pointed out to them the danger they were 
in, of having ereéted over them a defpotic government, 
to rule them as flaves. It called upon them to deélibe- 
rate, by what means they might defend their rights and 
liberties, and obtain a repeal of the obnoxious aéts. It 
AOL. 1, , R : urged 
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“urged them to join in the meafure propofed by thei | 
“br ethten of Boffon and New York; and clofed 1 
“ United we conquer, divided we die.” The Penta | 
“merchants agreed with the other coloniés in opinion}! 
‘that the revenue acts were unconttitutional ; but decline¢ 
‘adopting the non-iffiportation agreement, as they b 
“Heved it to be premature. They knew that multitude! 
“tn Great Britain would fuffer much by 4 Bae | € 
_ trade with her, whenever it fhould be carried into ¢ 
“ecution ; “and judged that it ought not-to be made u | 
“of, ‘but as the laft and moft certain remedy, when Pa 
“fons ‘proved ineffectual. They faw clearly, that } 
3 acts were ‘manifeftly injurious to the Britifh trade, Al 
“hoped the parliament would therefore” find it -expediet 
“to repeal them; and were willing to allow a proper tim 
~ for the repeals being effected. Thefe reafons induc 
© them to refufe complying with the folicitations ‘of thé 
~ neighbours. But the merchants and traders of Phit 
~ delphia agreed upon a ‘memorial, wherein they ftate 
“their grievances, which was tranfmitted to their mei 
“cantile friends in London; on “whofe affiftance ‘the 
_rélied for an application to government for reliefs at 
this the ¥ hoped to obtain as to fome of the chief, thoug 
it might not be all the articles of complaint. E 
“Bur the Bo/fon ‘merchants and traders, having” be 
drawn in, partly by their conneétions with the polit 
“cians and the fear of oppofing the popular ftrear 
- agréed ‘upon a new fubfcription paper; “wherein they e! 
- Aug. gaged as follows— We will’ not fend for or 
' from Great Britain, either upon our own account, © 
“upon commiffions, this fall, any other goods than Wk 
are te ordered for the fall fupply.”"— “ om 7 
nh 
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sot fend for or import any kind of goods or merehan- 
life from Great Britain, €c. from the firft of January 
(769, to. the firft of January 1770, except falt, coals, 
-hooks and lines, hemp and duck, bar-lead and fhot, 
ool-cards and card wire.”— We will not purchafe of 
ny faStor or others, any kind of goods imported from 
I ear Britain, from, January 1769 to January 1770."—— 
i: We will not import, on our own account, or on 
B ienidticns,: or purchafe of any, who fhall impert from 
‘ny other colony in America, from January 1769 to 
} /anuary 1770, any tea, glafs, paper or other goods, 
sommonly imported from Great Britain.”—* We will 
Wiot, from and after the firft of January 1769, import 
ito this. province any tea, paper, glafs, or painters co- 
djours, until the act impofing duties on thofe articles 
Haul be repealed.” ‘The fubfcription paper was carried 
Hout town; and, at length, generally figned; though 
| jeveral. refpetable merchants remained non-fub{cribers. 
Mche fame month the Conneticut and New York ,meér- 
i) hants came into fimilar agreements; and thofe of Salem, 
Hie beginning of September. ~ Some merchants had un- 
loubtedly the forefight to provide for an abftinence 
rom importation for a year, by unufually large orders. 
A report having-been fpread, that. governor Bernard _ 
d intimated his apprehenfions, that. one or more .fe- 
ree were to be daily expected at Bolom, a.meeting ¢ ept. 
f the inhabitants was called, and a committee appoint- 12, 
d to wait on him, to know the grounds. of. his appre- 
cenfions, and to pray him to iffue precepts forthwith 
Or convening a general afflembly. He acknowledged 
us having received thofe informations which. produced 
uch apprehenfions, but faid they were of a private.na- 
ih: Pa ol Rew" Ture, 
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could not be complied with, till his majefty’s command 


defend all and fingular the rights, liberties, privilege: 


order that fuch meafures may be confulted and advife 


men of Bofton thould write’to the feleét’men: of + 


~henfion, in the minds of many, of -an- approaching w 


‘yeadinefS toaffift in fuppreffing riots’ and preferving't 
“peace, and recommending patience and regard to goo 
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ture, The ¢alling of another affembly he’ told’ hs al 


were received. ‘The anfwer being reported, it wasirq 
folved, « That the freeholders, and other inhabitants ¢ 
the town of Bofton, will,-at the peril of their lives arp 
fortunes, take all legal and conftitutional meafures } 


and immunities granted in their royal charter.” Te wi 
alfo declared to be the opinion of thofe prefent, ‘Thy 
‘a fuitable number of perfons to act for them as:a com 
“mittee in convention, with fuch as) may be fent: to 4o 
‘them from the other towns, fhould be now chofen,: 


\ 


\ 


‘as his majefty’s fervice, and the fafety of the’ provin 
“may require.” It was then voted, “ That the # 


‘other towns, to acquaint them with the foregoing ref 
lutions, and to propofe, that a convention be held? 
Faneuil Hall in Bofton, on the twenty-fecond ‘inftant 
‘It was afterward voted, «'T hat, as there “is an- appr 


“with France, thofe inhabitants who are not provided, 
requefted to furnifh themfelves forthwith with arms.” 
‘The convention, confifting of committees from ninet 
‘fix towns and eight diftricts, met as propofed 3 and afi 
conference and confaltation, petitioning ‘the govern’ 
declaring that they only confidered themfelves as’ privé 
“perfons, making loyal profeffions, expreffing’ their ave 
“fion to ftanding armies; ‘to tumults and diforders, ‘th 


“der, they broke tip and went home on Fhurfday the twe 
ty-nint 
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inth, Advice was received the day before, that the. 
ae of:war and tranfports from Halifax, with fome hun- 
+ of ‘troops, were fafe arrived at. Nantafket harbour, 
ew miles below Cattle William. Two days before. 
le convention clofed, they. difpatched. a letter to Mr. 
\; Berd, containing a reprefentation of what had taken. 
jace; with fuch papers and inftructions.as were judged) 
oft fuitable to the circumftances. of their affembly. 


| When the news was firft received’ of troops being or- 
Wied to Bofton, broad hints were thrown out that they: 


pulds never land; and to ftrengthen the appearance of 
j intention to oppofe them, a barrel. was placed. upon, 
: beacon, fuppofed to be a tar barrel, to have been 


fed to call in the country upon the troops appearing, 
fich was afterward found to be an empty nail barrel, 


pany of the deputies came down, to the convention; 


Ith inftructions and difpofitions. to prevent, the Bofto-~ 
jaas involving the province in, the. fatal: confequehces 


|; their own furious devices. Numbers were fromi, the 
}-ginning, fenfible of the impropriety and. danger, of 


eit. proceeding, and defirous by a moderate conduct, 


}. correct the one and ward off the other, The gover 
br’s meflage to them after their addrefs was high, and 


— 


ee 


ight tend to keep fome of them in awe, as the troops 
ere thought to be at no great diftance, When Mr, 
tis joined them, inftead of being violent, he was quite 
soderate; and when Mr. Samuel Adams attempted to 
wneh out in the fame free and unreftrained language, 
» which he was accuftomed in the houfe of bins 
ves, he was prefently filenced, » { 

The convention having finifhed-in the above manner, 
r — juft named. affumed to themfelves the mo- 
Fra deration 
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deration of thofe whom they called together fot very 
different purpofes. The governor himfelf was not al 
ways wholly ignorant of what was going forward an on, ng} 
the fons of liberty. -He kept-up’ an aequaintandem 
fome of them; and by that mean, at times, procured 
ufeful intelligence, while he gave his isforméeelal 
ftrongeft affurance, that their names fhould not be rae | 
nor - any communication be made of it, which cou 
make them fufpeGed. “Too much occafion was sited 
for this paragraph, which foon after appeared in thf 
New York Journal.—* I blame the Boftonians for hav} 
ing civen fome room for the idle reports of theiride 
fining to oppofe the landing of the troops, by the ri 
diculous puff and bombaft (for which our eaftern bre, 
thren have always been too famous) of warning eve 
man to provide himfelf with a good firelock,. arnt 
nition, &c. under the difingenuous jefuitical” pretenct 
of ‘the profpect of' a French war, full as abfurd and hy! 
pocritical as is the pretence of a military eftablifhmen' 
in America for its proteétion and defence.” 
~When the troops from Halifax were. daily expected 
hie: governor would have prevailed upon the council tc 
have provided quarters for them in Bofton; but they 
refufed, and in anfwer to what he advanced, faid, « Th 
troops are by aét of parliament, to be quartered ni 
where elfe but in the barracks, until they are full; ther 
are barracks enow at the caftle to hold both the regi 
ments; and it is therefore againft the aé to bring an 
of them into town.” However, the orders of genera 
Gage to lieutenant colonel Dalrymple were pofitive t¢ 
land one of them at Bofton. But in the interim capfail 
‘Montrefor, the engineer, arrived with letters of a fub 
P . fequen 
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‘equent date, from gen. Gage. for the governor and the. 
olonel, wherein the general mentioned, that it being re-, 
jorted and believed from a number of private letters. 
Ind the. publications, that the people in and about Bofton 
i revolted, he had therefore fent the captain to affift 
i e forces, and enable them to recover and miaintain.the. 
alle, ‘and fuch other pofts as they could fecure. Upon 
‘his the colonel altered his plan, and concluded to land 
i, joth regiments at Bofton.. without lofs of.time. . The 
"i eet therefore was immediately put into motion, and. by 
the next morning commanded the whole town. Every 
hing being fully prepared, near upon | fourteen* fhips of 
i lying with their broadfides to the town, having 
prings on their cables, and their guns ready for firing 
jnftantly upon the place, in cafe of the leaft oppofition ; 
about one o’clock at noon, O€tober. the firft, the troops:oa. 
pegan landing, under cover of the.fhips cannon, with-,! 
Jout moleftation; and having effected. it, marched. into, 
Ithe common, with mufkets charged, bayonets. ‘Goede 
|drums beating, fifes playing,. &c. making, with the train, 
of artillery, upward of 7oo men. In the evening,» the: 
Vele&t men were. required to quarter. the. two regiments; 
in town, but abfolutely refufed.. One of. the. regiments, 
however, being without their camp equipage, was hu, 
manely permitted to enter / Paneuil-hall and. its chambers, 
about nine o’clock at night,. that fo.the.men might en-, 
joy a temporary fhelter. The next being. Lord’ s day, 
. town or ftate. houfe was: opened i in, the: evening,..by, 


» 


l 
\: * The Launcelfton of 40 gus, ‘the Métrtiaid ‘of 28, -Glafeow gin 
| Beaver 14, Senegal 14, Bonetta 10, and feveral'arméd {chdonets, be-; 
Jfides the Romney of 60 guns, and ie ‘other: aie pubsich had. been’ 
fome time in the harbour, 1 iQ 
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order of the governor, for the reception of the ttoops,}) 
who took poffeffion of all the chambers, except the one} 
appropriated for the meeting of the council. He cer. : 
tainly ftretched his authority i in feveral points; but et 
ticularly in thus acting. This ftep was an infult’ not} 
only to the town, as it was a great annoyance to the “i 
gentlemen and merchants, who had been accuftomed to}. 
make the lower floor their exchange, but to the whole} 
colony, as the reprefentatives chamber was now poffefted} 
by‘the foldiery. After the quarters of the troops were| 
fettled, the main guard was pofted directly oppofite to, |: 
and not twelve yards from the ftate houfé, with two field} 
pieces pointed to it. It was with no fmall indignation} 
that the people beheld the reprefentatives chamber, 
court-houfe, and F aneuil- hall—feats of freedom and} 
juftice—occupied by troops; and guards placed at the 
doors, and the council paffing through the guards in} 
going to their own chamber. ‘They refented alfo the 
common’s being covered with tents, and alive with fol-, 
diers; their marchings and counter-miarchings to relieve 
the guards; the town’s being a perfect garrifon, >and the 
inhabitants being challenged by the fentinels, as they 
pafied and re-paffed. Perfons devoutly inclined, com- 
plained much of being difturbed at public worfhip on. 
the fabbaths, with drums beating, and fifes playing, to, 
which they had never been accuftomed in the Maffachu- 
fetts. Quarters being obtained for the troops, the coun-— 
cil were required to provide barrack provifions for them, 
agreeable to act of parliament; but refolutely declined | 
going into any meafure which might be conftrued into. a 
fubmiffion to the faid a&. The oppofition of the coun=— 
cil to the quartering of, and providing for the troops, 
; was 
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was fo encouraged and’ ftrengthened by Mr. ames 
Bowdoin, who was one of them, that Mr. Hurchin/on, in 
his letter of November 6, afcribed the whole to his 
 ealeiats It was thought that the peaceable landing 
of the troops’was not what fome of the miniftry either 
expected or defired ; and that they were in hopes, that 
the folly and rage of the town and colony would have’ 
led'them into an hoftile oppofition, and thereby have: 
afforded an opportunity for giving them fome naval and. 
military correction. Under this apprehenfion, the gen~ 
tleman, who delivered the firft difpatches from eovernor 
Bernard, containing the account of the troops having” 
anded, 8c. narrowly watched the countenance and con- 
juct of the perfon who read them, and was confirmed! 
in fuch opinion. But had he not poffefiéd that opinion, 
it might not have been excited by what he obferved. 
The fentiments of the military differed fo extremely’ 
from thofe of the Boftonians, who were unjuftly viewed! 
as rebellioufly inclined, that it was not to be wondered! 
at that they were infulted and abufed, and that quarrels} 
thould enfue, though they did not proceed foon to a 
ie erous height. Undoubtedly the inhabitants could 
ot be continually blamelefs: there would! necefiarily be 


jfome rafh and imprudent perfons among fuch multi- 


tudes; but the ereateft rafhnefs and imprudéiice lay in! 
the fending of troops on a fervice, which could have’ 
deen effectually and better executed by a naval’ force 
properly ftationed and employed. Ships of war might 


: have poffeffed the harbour till the commiffioners could 


have executed their office with fafety. 


-- The committee of merchants in London paid a due 
attention to the memorial fent them by the mercharics 


and 
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and traders of Philadelphia, ‘and took pains to obtain, 
relief from the grievances therein complained of, though, | 
without effet. The department to which: they applied; |, 
afforded little hopes of redrefs in a way that might put.) 
an end to the differences that had arifen between Great. | 
Britain and her American colonies. . The att impofing. | 
duties on glafs, paper, occ. was acknowledged to be in-, | 
expedient ; but it was added, ‘ Such has been the un- | 


joftifiable conduct of fome in America, that the prefent-| 


176 


jun@ure is not a proper, feafon for a.repeal.”” . Admi-|| 
niftration was firmly refolved to oppote it with their ut-)| 
moit firength, while it fhould be infifted on. by threats ’| 
on the part of the colonifts, for in that light they con-) 
fidered the fteps which had been. taken by them to ob-, 
tain redrefs.» It was faid, ‘¢ If a proper difpofition ap-) 
pears in the colonies, and their merchants,’ in a fucceed-, 
ing feffion, fhall think proper to petition parliament. on 
the principle of inexpediency only, there is every reafon, 
to believe that no part of adminiftration will object.to, 
the repeal.” But the minifter did not declare what was: 
the proper difpofition he expeéted.. No fooner were, 
the Philadelphians apprifed, by the receipt of this infor-. 
mation, that no hope remained of a repeal in that fef-, 
fion, than they unanimoulfly entered into the very agree-\ 
ment, which fome months before, when propofed. to, 
them, they had declined: and it-was their opinion, that, 
as the agreement had been formed on mature delibera-. 
tion, the people of the province would firmly adhere, 


: 


to it. Of this they gave notice to the committee. of 
gemerchants in London, by letter of April 8, 1769. tn 


Pr that letter, remarking upon the information they had 
: received, they wrote=_ It would become perfons in. 


power 
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| power to confider, whether even the unjuftifiable beha- 
-viour of thofe who think themfelves aggrieved, will 
juitify a perfeverance in a matter confeffed to be wrong. 
Certain it is, that the wifdom of government is better 
manifefted, its-honor and -authority better maintained 
and!-fupported, by. correcting the errors it may have 
committed, than’ by: perfifting in them, and thereby 
- rifking thé lof. of the fubjects affetions. We .are ap- 
prehenfive that perfons in power are greatly abufed, and. 
that the people of America have been grofsly mifrepre- 
fented, -otherwife the fteps which they have taken co 
obtain redrefs, could never be looked upon as threats. 
| Threats they. never intended ;-but as all: the American 
golonies were €qually affected, it was thought that’their, 
{| joint petitions would have more weight; and: for-this. 
| end the feveral affemblies communicated their fenti- 
ments to each other. This ftep, to the inexpreflible: 
-furprife of all America, is reprefented as ” a flagit ous at- 
‘tempt, a meafure of a moft dangerous and factious ten 
dency, &c... The diffolution of affemblies that fol- 
lowed, and the meafures purfued to enforce the aéts in 
- America, ewakened the fears, and exafperated the minds 


of the people to a very great degree. ‘They therefore 
determined not only to defeat the intent of the atts, by 
§) refraining from the ufe of thofe articles on which duties 
were laid, but to put a ftop t_ the importation of goods 
from Great Britain. This is the only threat we know 
of; and if this is fufficient to engage the miniftry to 
“oppofe a repeal of the aéts, we apprehend the miniftry 
muft, by a change of meafures, endeavour. to regain the 
_ affections of the people before they can be inenced ta 
alter their determination.” 3 iy 4 
he ‘ , s Tie 
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ciple of inexpediency only, when every affembly on the | 
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«© [he Americans confider themfelves as Britith fub=; 
jects, entitled to all the rights and privileges of freemeni. | 
They think there can be no: liberty: without a: fecurity 
of property ; and that there can be: no property, if any? 
can, without their confent, deprive: them of the hards: 
earned fruits of their labor. They know that they: 
fave no choice in the election of the members.of par=) 
lament; and from their fituation, never can have any.” 
Every act of parliament therefore, that is: made for 
rating. @ revenue in America, is in their opinion, de+ 
priving them: of their property without their: confent;, 
and confequently 1 is an invafion of their liberty.” on 

«If then the ats: cannot be: repealed: while the | 
miniftry objects,. and if to remove the objections the’ | 
Americans mult give up their fentiments, ‘we mutt cans | 
didly confefs we have little hopes of'a repeal ever taking 
mga much ‘lefs is it to be expeéted, that the mer 

ants will prefume to petition parliament on the prin- 


| 
! 


continent are applying for a Seni on the aia > of | 
right.” ! . pba ag | 
© Happy’ had it been for both countries if the idea: | 
of raifing taxes in America had never been ftarted’y | 
however, if the aéts: complained of are repealed). and | 
no other of the like nature are attempted hereafter, the | 
prefent unhappy jealoufies will, we believe, quickly fub- 
fide, and the people of both countries in a fhort time, | 
feturn' to their ufual good humor, confidence, and 
qaeetion.” ; i» Reet 
‘If miniftry thought that the’ refolves of the houfe of | 
ords; the preceding December, would have put a ftop 


to non-importation agreements and the fpirited exertions 
5 of 


| 
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of the colonitts, they foon found: themfelves much mif- 


taken. “It can fcarce be imagined, but that fome of the 


: Philadelphia gentlemen had received the accountiof fuch 
-fefolves ; for the above letter was in anfwer to London 


Jones’of January. 4th and 26th, and yet they proceeded 


-?@s‘has ‘been related. 


’ The refolves cenfured the votes, refolutions,; and pro- 


‘eeedings of the houfe of reprefentatives of Mafachufetts 
of January and February; as alfo the declarations, re- 


‘folutions and ‘proceedings in the town of Boffon. They 


‘pronounced the election of deputies to fit in convention, 
and the meeting of fuch convention, daring infults of- 


> fered to his majefty’s authority, and audacious ufurpa- 
“tions of the powers of government. The lords then 
ordered an humble addrefs to be prefented to chis ma- 


- Jefty; in which they exprefled their fatisfaction in the 
| meafures’ his majefty had purfued ; gave him the ftrongeft 
)| affurances, that they. would effetually fupport him in 
 fuch further ones as might be found neceffary to main- 
/ tain the civil magiftrates, in a due execution of the laws, 


within the Maffachufetts-bay; and befeeched him to 


c dire the governor to take the moft effectual methods 


for procuring the fulleft information, touching all treafons 


| committed within that government fince the joth of 


“December 1767, and to tranfmit the fame, with the 
“nlarnes of the perfons moft active in the commiffion of 
‘uch offences ; in order that his majefty might iffte a 
‘ fpecial commiffion for hearing and determining the faid 
¢ offences, within the realm, purfuant to the ftatute of the 

“35th: year of Henry VIII. 
The ‘refolutions and addres were fent dowin™tocthe 
“houfe of commons for their concurrence. Colonel Barre 
oppoled 
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oppofed them ; and dire@ing himfelf to the miniftry, } 
faid, “ Away with thefe partial refentful trifles, calcu. } } 
lated to irritate, not to quell or appeafe, inadequate to |, 
their purpofe, unworthy of us! Why will. you endea- 
your to deceiye yourfelves and us? You know that it 

is not this place only that difputes your right, but every | 
part. They tell you, that you have no right from one |, 
end of the continent to the other. My fentiments. of | 
this matter you well know.. Confider well. what you } 

are doing. Aét openly and honeftly. Tell them, you | 

will tax them; and that they muft fubmit. Do not) 
adopt this lines infidious, futile plan. They. will de- | 

Feb. fpife you for it.” However,,on the ninth of February, | 
9 they were agreed to and returned with fome amend- | 
ments; and. the addrefs was ordered to be prefented by | 

me i, both houfes. The Maffachufetts, with becoming firm-; 
a Be -nefs, conftantly afferted their rights, which drew down 
| upon them minifterial vengeance.. They had no general | 
_affembly when the refolves and addrefs reached America, | 
the aft having been diffolved for refufing to comply | 

the mandate to refcind, and the time appointed: by | 
charter for calling another not being arrived. But the: 
Virginia houfe of burgefies entered upon the fubject. 

L, May They met on the eighth of May, and on the fixteenth | 
_»  ¥% took into ferious confideration the flate of the colony, : 
- being alarmed at the diftrefs ia which. all America was | 
likely to be involved. They came to feveral neceflary 
refolutions, copies of which they gave their fpeaker, with 
particular direCtions to tranfmit them without delay; £0 
the fpeakers of the feveral houfes of aflembly on the, 
continent; whofe concurrence in the like was requefted. | 
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- ’The refolves exprefs, “ That the fole right of im- 
‘pofing taxes on the inhabitants of the colony, is now, 
and ever hath been legally and conftitutionally vefted in 
the houfeof burgefies, with confent of the council, and 
of the king, or his governor for the time being—-That 
it is the privilege of the inhabitants to petition their fo- 
vereign for redrefS of grievances, and that it is lawful 
to procure the concurrence of his majefty’s other colo-— 
nies in dutiful addreffes, praying the royal interpofition 
in favor of the violated rights of America—That all 
trials for treafon, mifprifion of treafon, or for any felony 
or crime whatfoever, committed by any perfon refiding 
jin faid colony, ought to be in and before his majefty’s 
courts within faid colony ; and that the feizing any per- 
fon refiding in the colony, fufpected of any crime what- 
foever, committed therein, and fending fuch perfon to 
places beyond the fea to be tried, is highly derogatory 
jof the rights of Britifh fubje€ts, as thereby the inefti-: 
|mable privilege of being tried by a jury from the vici- 
H\nage, as: well as the liberty of producing witnefles on 
fuch trial, will be taken away from the party accufed.” 
Thefe refolutions were followed by a humble addrefs 
to his. majefty, befeeching his royal interpofition to quiet 
)the minds of his loyal fubjects in the colony, and to 
avert thofe dangers and miferies, which will enfue from 
feizing and carrying beyond fea the inhabitants.of Ame- 
‘rica to-be.tried.in any other manner, than bythe ancient 
and long eftablifhed mode of proceeding. © |, 
. “The next day Lord Borttetourt fent-for them,. and fail, May 
| Mr. fpeaker and gentlemen of the houfe of burgefiés, 17- 
T have heard of your refolves, ayd augur ill of their 
j effects; “You have made it myrdecy ro. diffolve you, 
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and you are diffolved accordingly.” The gentlemert 
who compofed the houfe, being reduced by the diffo+ 
Jution to private perfons, repaired immediately to ano 
ther place, that fo. they might confider what meafure 1 
were proper to be taken, and chofe the late fpeakey 


oO. 


Peyton Randolph ef; moderator. ¥ 
They entered into an affociation unanimoufly [\w. icl} 
they fubfcribed and recommended to all merchants 
gentlemen, traders and others] againft importing any 
goods taxed, and many other articles; againft wi es 
againft importing and purchafing negroes, Se. . |i 
“The next month, the Maryland gentlemen and mer! 
chants-entered into a non-importation agreement fimila' 
-to the Virginian. : ae. | 
The South Carolinians followed the-example, i 

_ ‘The inhabitants of Charlefown broke off all -com 
merce with the Rhode [landers and Georgians, whom the’ 
charged with having aéted a moft’ fingularly infamou 
part, from the beginning of the prefent glorious ftrug 3 
‘for the prefervation of American rightsy This had i 
effect, and Georgia came into the non-importatio 
agreement September the nineteenth ;) Providence. Oc 
‘tober the tenth; but Rhode Iland not till the thirtieth, | 
The. North Carolina affembly came to the like refc 
utions.with the Virginia houfe of burgefies, for whic 
“governor Tryon diffolved them. Upon that, the ger 
‘¢lemen who had compofed it, repaired to the court houf 
chofé the late fpeaker moderator, and came to a ref 
ution for an affociation againft importing, &e. cor 
sformable to what had been done elfewhere. Thus t] 
“non-importation agreement became general, and w 
forwarded by the very means applied. for its preventio 
% te Mee 
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Meetings of the affociators were regularly held. Com- 
mittees were appointed to examine the cargoes of all 
reflels arriving from Britain ; and regular votes and re- 
olutions of cenfure were paffed in thofe meetings, upon. 
uch as refufed to concur in the affociations, and their 
1ames publifhed in the news-papers as enemies to their 
county. The decrees, of thofe committees met with a 
jefpect and obedience denied to the conftitutional au- 
hority of government. In fome cafes goods imported 
Hom Britain were. locked up.in warehoufes, under the 
A of the committees, andin a few uf{tances returned.. 
ortfmouth, the only feaport in New Hampfbire, never 
! ame into the non-importation agreement. Governor 
| Ventworth had addrefs enough to prevent it, and keep 
ll quiet... There are few private fchools in that colony, 
Jind the bulk of the people are very illiterate. If a 
ajerfon can write a note of hand, read a chapter, and 
Hypher, to the rule of three, he pafies for a man of learn- 
ibe. Men, whofe capacities remain {mall for want of 
He « and improvement, and who have little knowledge, 
Ire liable to be duped by thofe who poffefs fuperior rank 
Ijad abilities... The affociations were as general, and in. 
ommon as well obferved as could be reafonably eX- 
. ected, confidering the difadvantages: and loffes they, 
ecefliarily occafioned to many. ibe it is not to. be. 
| ought, that there were no collufions; that all the 
| oods belonging to the profefling fons of liberty, which 
fjere ftored, remained in the warehoules, without being 
onveyed out upon particular occafions, and to ferve 
| gettain purpofes ; ; that all,-who had given their names or 
hors not to. import, did not privately order fome of 
aVorst, SE Cea | the 
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the prohibited articles to pleafe themfelves, families of: 
neighbours; that when, fome months afterward, — thd, 
zeal of the daughters of liberty, in feveral of the, 
colonies, profcribed the drinking of tea, and ren-| 
dered the difufe of it a univerfal fafhion, all were fo, 
true to their engagements, as not to fip their green on, 
bohea in fecret, or under a new name; and that all 
who affociated or agreed to the ftoring of their goods}, 
did it voluntarily and without compulfion. The feat 
or appearance of a’ mob often produced a complianec 
tn perfons, who would have gladly retained their goods 
till. they could have turned the fame into cafh; and 
brought them to own, that they were willing that they 
fhould be ftored, juft as they would have been willing 
at fea to have thrown them overboard to efeape perfona| 
shipwreck. The committees had the arts of perfuafion| 
and in fome places their moft powerful arguments fo 
reducing the obftinate were not known to be ufed by 


them. | 
~The importer is fent for, and defired to come x | 
the agreement; he declines; he muft fell; his liveli: 
hood depends upon it. Arguments are ufed for hi 
complying, and he is urged, foothed and entreated | 
but it avails nothing. He is determined at all hazard, 
to difpofe of his goods as purchafers offer. ‘Some'o 
the mobility, or their leaders, are told, that the im 
- porter cannot be prevailed upon. In a day or two h 
finds himfelf furrounded; in danger of an affaule; i 
terrified; inquires the reafon; and upon learning it 
hurries to the committee; begs their interpofition 
complies with what was before defired of him; hope 
: th 
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hat they will reftore him to the good graces of his fel- 

ow townfimen ‘or citizens, and thanks them for their 

romifed affiftance, not in the leaft fufpecting the depth 

f their contrivance. Every committee however, had 

ve this prudent forecaft, whereby to accomplifh their 

efigns without. expofing their own characters. 

| We have hitherto omitted recording the tranfaCtions 

f the Maffchufetts affembly in the prefent year, the. 

irginia houfe of burgefies demanding: a prior attention, 

ut now proceed to them. 

The general court being: called together according to May 

arter, a committee from the houfe of reprefentatives °”° 

smonftrated to his exceilency, “ That an armament by 

a and land invefting this metropolis (Boffon,) and a’ 

uilitary guard with cannon pointed at the door of the 

late houfe where the aflembly is held, are inconfittent’ 

fiith that dignity and. freedom, with which they have a- 
fle to deliberate, confult, and determine. They ex. 
pc that your excellency will, as his majefty’s reprefen- 

Witive, ive effectual orders for the removal of the above: 
ffensoned forces by fea and land out of this port, and’ 

Je gates of this city during the feffion of the faid af 

Psbiy.” The governor returned for anfwer, “-Gen- 

}2men, I have no authority over his — S. vie in, 

jis port, or his troops within this town.’ 

| He negatived eleven of the ict elected to fotm June 

he council. | | at 

) The houfe in a meffage to him declared—« he ufe 13 

“the military power to enforce the execution of the laws, 

in the opinion of this houfe, inconfiftent with the 

‘irit of a free conftitution, and the very nature of go- 

> 2 : vernment. 
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vernment. This military force is uncontrollable by any | 
authority in the province: it is then a ~power without | 
any check here, and therefore’ it is fo far abfolute. | 
What privilege! what fecurity then is left to this houfe!”} 

-Ttwas not- urged, whatever .the cafe might adimit ; | 
ss The governor is the king’s locum tenens, and his office} 
entire? The chief civil and’ military authority being by} 
the Britifh and our conftitution infeparable, the king} 
cannot fever them. An independent military tends to} 
the utter overthrow of the civil-power. ‘The operations| 

of the great feal, which is clavis-regmi, cannot be con-| 
trolled by the privy feal, the king’s fignet, fign: manual, 
or fignification of his pleafure by his fecretary ; in othe 
words, our charter cannot be infringed by any of thefe.” 

. The houfe firmly declined doing bufinefs furrounded 
with an armed force, fo that the governor the next di 
adjourned the court. to Cambridge. yen. ee yogee al 

July His excellency fent a meflage to them, wish the:ae! 

6- counts of the expenditures already incurred by quarter: 

’ ing his majefty’s troops,’ defiring funds to be provided 
for difcharging the fame, and requiring a provifion. for 

the further quartering the forces in Bofton ‘and. Cafe 

Ifland, according to a&t of parliament. © 9 

“» . The houfe of affembly, as though they meant, by it 

to defpife the parliamentary refolves, no lefs than main. 
stain their own privileges, paffed a number of. refolves 
‘and among ther the following : a. | 

_- © That-a general difcontent om account of | the reve 

nue. acts, an expectation of a: fudden arrival of a mili 

tary power to enforce faid acts, an. apprehenfion: of th 

troops being quartered upon the inhabitants, the gene 

sea 
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ral-court diffolved, the governor refufing to call a new 


one, and the people almoft reduced to a ftate of defpair, 
rendered it highly expedient and neceffary for the peo- 
ple to convene by their committees; to affociate, con- 
ult, and advife the beft means to promote peace and 
good order; to prefent their united c8mplaints to the 
edie: and jointly to pray for the royal interpofition 


jin favor of their violated rights. Nor can this proce- 
Wdure poffibly be illegal, as envy, dun difclaimed all 
| governmental acts ; 


‘© That the eftablifhment of a ftanding army in this 


Icolony, in time of peace, is an invafion of natural rights: 


«© That a ftanding army is not known as a ‘part of 


pithe Briti/) conftitution : 


© That fending an armed force into the colony under 
pretence of affifting the civil authority, is highly dan- 


Jecrous to the peaphy ice eG aS and unconftitu- 


sional.” 

» ‘The Jaft.is the fame sith that of Virginia. 

The governor called upon them to anfwer, whether 12, 
they would or would not make provifion ‘for the troops. 
The houfe by meflage, after remarking upon: the 15. 
mutiny or billetting act, anfwered, “ As. we cannot con- 
iftently with our own honor or intereft, much lefs with 
the duty we owe to our conftituents, fo we never thall 
nake any provifion of funds for the purpofes in your 
everal meflages.”” Upon that the governor prorogued 
them to the tenth of January to meet at Bofton, 

_ South Carolina aflembly, no lefs than the Maffachyfetts, 
ventured to difobey the mutiny act, and adopted -fimi- 

ar tefolutions to thofe of Virginia, The ie lower 
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houfe entered partly into fimilar ones, but the: laftowas 
omitted, and the firft more ftrongly expreffed. The } 
Delaware Counties early followéd the lead of Virginia, } 
and Penis their laft refolve verbatim; and toward the | 
clofe of the year, the New York affembly concurred ‘in |: 
their refolves with Virginia. ©» ine dai b 

The propofal of parliament for chess perfons | 
from America in oider to trial in Great Britain, pur 
fuant to the ftatute of Henry VIII. excited a general 
alarm through the continent. ‘The procedure they re- | 
commended was not wholly without precedent. The| 
cafe of Culpeper has been already related (p. 76.) Under| 
queen Anne, in 1710, the ringleaders of an unnatural} 
contention in Aztigua, wherein the governor was mur-| 
dered, were brought to Great Britain, tried, and many} 
of them convicted and executed upon this ftatute. Pre-| 
cedents however, will never reconcile fenfible men to} 
practices which, though legal, are fraught with cruelty, 
and liable tothe mofthorrid abufes. Befide, the ftatute; 
was become obfolete. | Ja 

The Virginia houfe of burgeffes, in. their sddrelied 
his maajefty, exprefied themfelves with propriety re | 
this fubje@, “* When we confider, that by the eftablifhed 
laws and conftitution of this colony, the moft ample: 
provifion is made for apprehending and punifhing all 
thofe who fhall dare to engage in any treafonable prac-: 
tices againft your majefty, or difturb the tranquillity of 
government ; we cannot, without horror, think of the: 
unufual, and permit us, with all humility, to add un- 
conttitutional and illegal mode, recommended to your 
majefty, of feizing and carrying beyond the fea, the in-| 
habitants of America fufpected of any crime, and of, 


trying 


l 
! 


. 
‘trying fuch perfons in any other manner, than by the 
ancient and long eftablifhed courfe of proceedings; for 
ete truly deplorable muft be the cafe of a wretched 
“American, who having incurred the difpleafure of any 
‘one in power, is‘dragged from his native home and his 
‘deareft domeftic connections, thrown into a prifon, not 
|to wait his trial before a court, jury or judges, from a 
‘knowledge of whom he is encouraged to hope for 
fpeedy juftice, but to exchange his imprifonment in his 
‘own country for fetters among ftrangers. Convey- 
ed to a diftant land, where no friend, no relation will 
alleviate his diftreffes, or minifter to his neceffities, and 
where no witnefs can be found to teftify his innocence, 
fhunned by the reputable and honeft, and configned to 
the fociety and converfe of the wretched and abandon- 
ed, he can only pray, that he may foon end his mifery 
with his life.” : 
We have been reviewing the noble and animated pro- 
‘ceedings of the Virginians and others, in behalf of li- 
berty ; and cannot but regret, that the exiftence of fla- 
very and its effects among them, fhould adminifter the 
‘leaft occafion for any one’s writing concerning them.— 
© The laft refolves of the Virginia burgefles deferve a 
| very hard name. It is indeed laughable, to fee a few 
-diffipated bafhaws, tyrants over a parcel of wretched 
negro flayes, meet together and give themfelves airs 
-againft Great Britain upon the fubject of liberty—this 
applies to all the fouthern colonies, The fpirit of inde. 
pendency in New England is more confiftent and charac- 
teriftic of the people; but Virginia and the Carolinas are 
but petit maitres in the bulinefs *.” 

+ Mr, M, H's letter to Mr. Hutchinfon, 
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It is time. to crofs the Atlantic, and advert to vwitiat | 
was doing in Britain. An attempt in the houfe of com-|. 
mons, to bring on’a repeal of the obnoxious act before | 1 
the feffion clofed, proved ineffeétual. It was objected | 
from every quarter, that it was not a proper time. Lord} 
Noerth’s language upon the occafion was, ‘* However} 
prudence or policy may hereafter induce’us to repeal the} 
late paper and glafs act, 1 hope we fhall never think of} 
it, til we fee AMERICA proftrate at our feet.’ Whent 
the feffion was over, the miniftry, with a view, it might} 
be, of foothing the Americans into a_ better temper, | 
managing their refpeCtive aflemblies, and bringing them} 
to retract their refolutions and open the trade as before;| 
gave out, that at the next feffion the American ote 
ances fhould be redrefled; and Lord Hilf/borough wrote} 
a circular letter to every colony, mentioning “ their in-! 
tention to propofe, in the next feffion of parliament, 
taking off the duties upon glafs, paper and colours,) 
upon confideration of fuch duties having been laid con- 
trary to the true principles of commerce ;” 


and affuring: 
each, that his majefty’s minifters, “ at no time enter= 
tained a defign, to propofe to parliament, to lay any 
further taxes on America, for the purpofe of raifing’a 
revenue.” Lord Bottetourt, following the direétions he: 
had received, fo to explain meafures as might re-efta- 


-blifh mutual confidence and affection between Great 


Britain and her colonies, made the matter known to the: 
Virginia houfe of burgefies i in a dpeech, and then de- 
.Clared, “ It is my firm opinion, that the plan which 
JT have ftated to you will certainly take place, and that 
it will never be departed from. I fhall exert every 
power with which I am or ever may be legally invefted, 

| in 
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dorder to obtain and maintain; for the continent of 
America, that fatisfaction which I have been authorized 
; promife this day, by the confidential fervants of our 
stacious fovereign, who to my certain knowledge rates 
isshonor fo high, that he would rather part with his 
rown, than preferve it by deceit.” The houfe in their 
ddref to him, expreffed their hope and. confidence in 
.manner that implied fear and diftruft; but willing to 
nake the beft improvement of what his lordfhip: faid, 
Jofed with‘ We efteem your lordfhip’s information, 
jot only as warranted, but even fancétified by the royal 
yord.”. The conduét of miniftry contained.-the idea 
f a public renunciation of all further future taxation 
ff America for a revenue; and the houfe appeared to 
iew it in that light. 3 

But the circular letter was far G9 iets the 
American fons of liberty in general. The evident. ex- 
eption of the duty on tea, and the profefied defign of 
epealing upon commercial principles, excited their ap- 
srehenfions, and confirmed them in the opinion, that 
he ground of prefent grievances was not to be aban- 
loned, but to be referved for a future opportunity of 
making frefh effays for the impofition of internal taxes. 
The merchants and traders therefore, of Bo/fon, foon 
ifter the knowledge of it, called a meeting, and una- 
umoufly voted, that the taking off the duties. on the 
wtcles of glafs, paper, and colours, would by no means 
-elieve the trade from the difficulties it was under. They. 
then confirmed their former agreement, to fend for no 
lroods contrary thereto, unlefs the revenue aéts were re- 
oealed, 
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Though the teftimony of the Pennfyluania affembly | 
againft the refolves of parliament, and in - favor of th 
Virginia refolves, the repeal of all the revenue atl 
and a redrefs of all grievances, was wanting; yet th) 
Philadelphia committee of merchants, whofe characte: 
and influence in the prefent bufinefs weighed more thal 
that of the aflembly, failed not to exprefs their mn 
fully to the committee in London, long after the circ 
latory letter was a ‘matter of notoriety. They ¢ 

Nov, Wrote—-* Though we are not favored with an antl 
25. our letter of the eighth of April laft, yet as the liberty 
of America is at ftake, and the minds of the peop 
here are much agitated, and as the continuation of th 
unhappy difpute between the parliament and the colo 

nies muft not only affect your and our intereft, but th 
general intereft and happinefs of both countries, w 
think it our duty to apply to you again, and earneftl 
requeft you would ufe your beft endeavours with thof 

in the adminiftration, to reftore tranquillity, and re-efts 
blith the colonies in the enjoyment of their ancier 
rights and privileges. We are very fenfible, that th 
profperity of the colonies depends upon their union an 
connection with Great Britain. In this fentiment a 

the Americans concur, yet they cannot bring themfelve 

to think, that for this reafon they ought to be divefte 

of liberty and property. Yet this muft be the cafe, | 

the parliament can make laws to bind the colonies 1 
all cafes whatever—can levy taxes upon them withor 
their confent, difpofe of the revenues thus raifed with 

out their control, multiply officers at pleafure, an 
aflign them fees to be paid, without, nay, contrary | 


and in dire€&t violation of acts of affembly regular] 
pafie 
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patted by the colonies and approved by the crown—-can 
snlarge the powers of admiralty courts, divert the ufual 
channels of juftice, deprive the colonifts of trials by a 
ury of their countrymen, in fhort, break down the bar- 
jers which their forefathers have erected againft arbi. 
rary power, and enforce their edicts by fleets and ar- 
jnies. To fuch a fyftem of government the Americans 
zannot tamely fubmit ; not from an impatience of fub- 
ardination, a fpirit of independence, or want of loyalty 
to their king; for in a quiet fubmiffion to juit govern- 
ment, in zeal, affection and attachment to their king, 
the people of the colonies dare to vie with any the beft 
of their fellow fubjecéts; but from an innate love of li- 
erty and the Britifh conftitution. 

In our laft we intimated our fears, that the miniftry 
were greatly abufed, and the people of America grofsly 
nifreprefented, by fome who did not with well either 
‘o Great Britain or the colonies. The letters of one of 
our American governors, (Bernard) and the memorials 
jof a board lately erected among us, not to mention 
Be ser mlocunsents daid-before ‘the public, evince that our 
fears were but too well grounded. From thefe it is 
apparent, that every fly art has been ufed to incenfe the 
jminiftry againft the colonies ; every argument that ma-_ 
lice could invent has been urged to induce them to 
“overturn the ancient foundations of liberty. Nay, to 
compafs their bafe ends, they have declared in exprelg 
;terms, and taken uncommon pains, to make the mi- 
-niftry believe, that ” there has been a long concerted. 
and extenfive plan of refiftance to the authority of 
) Great Britain in all fa Paelge’ and that a feizure 
i made 
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made at Bofton had haftened the people there c told 
commiffion of aétual violence fooner than was intended 
In juftice to the province where we refide, and in 
to all America, we beg leave to affure you, that fu 
reprefentations are without any juft foundation, and th 
nothing can be a greater deviation from truth. Tho Q 
at the fame time we confefs, that the ends accomplith 
by thefe and fuch like infamous flanders and vile ¢ 
have given a general alarm, and caufed a univerfa 
eafinefs in the minds of the Americans. They no 
a rod of power held over their heads; they begin 
feel the feverities of a court, that by its late enlarged j ; 
diction, is empowered to break in upon the proceedit 
of the common law courts; and they have anxious: 

_ for the exiftence of their affemblies, which they confix 
as their laft and only bulwark againft arbitrary pow 
For if, fay they, Jaws can be made, money levied, go- 
vernment fupported, and juftice adminiftered, without 
she intervention of affemblies, of what ufe can they t 
‘They are no effential member of the conftitution. Aim 
being ufelefS and uneffential, is there not reafon to” 2 
they will quickly become difagreeable, ° and. then’ 
wholly laid afide?) And when that happens, what fec 
rity have we for freedom, or what remains for the 0. 
nifts, but the moft abject flavery? 9 200 2 id 

Thefe are not the reafonings of politicians sce 
fentiments and language of the people in general. - 
with great truth we may fay, in no country is the love 

of liberty more deeply rooted, or the knowledge of the 
rights inherent in freemen, more generally diffuled, and’ 
the principles of freedom and government better under- 

‘ftood, than among the Britith American sa Va 
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ak of this reafon we think ourfelves obliged to inform: 
ou, that though the. merchants have ipeufined their’ 
greements. tothe repeal of the aét laying a duty on'tea, 
aint elafs, &cc..'yet nothing ‘lefs than a repeal of | all 
he revenue’ ‘acts, and: putting Sshiniee on the fame footing 
| i were before the late innovations, can or will fatisfy 
né-minds. of the people. The fleets and armies may 
A ean ‘eur towns; admiralty courts and boards of com- 
Iniffionets, with their fwarms of underlings, may by a 
| ‘igorous execution” of févere unconftitutional acts, rum 
Pur commerce}. and render America of little ufe to the 
Jeople of Britain; but»while every farmer is a free- 
holder, the {pirit of liberty will prevail, and every at- 
ee to diveft them of the privileges of freemen muft 
Ibe. attended with confequences injurious to the colonies 
| dh the mother cointty: = | 
- In a matter of:fo! great importance you will excufe 
his freedom. ©We-confider the merchants here and in 
JEngland as the links of the chain that binds both coun- 
Itries together. . They are deeply concerned in preferving 
| the union and conneétion. Whatever tends to alienate 
Ithe affections of the colonifts, or to make them averfe 
to the cuftoms, fafhions and manufactures of Britain, 
‘burts their intereft. While fome therefore, from am- 
Vbitious views and finifter motives, are laboring to widen 
the breach, we whofe private intereft is happily connected 
with the union, or which is the fame, with the peace 
and profperity of both countries, may be allowed ‘to 
plead for an end to thefe unhappy difputes; and that by 
a repeal | of the offenfive acts, the caufe of jealoufy and 
wnefinch may be removed, frangquullity, reftored, - har- 
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mony and mutual affection re-eftablifhed, and — re. 
turn to its ufual channel.” : 

The names of the committee on the back of the deaf 
from which the above has been copied, were, Alexanden 
Hufton, Fobn Rhea, Fohn Cok, Foln Gibjon, Fofeph Swift 
‘fames Meafe, F. M. Nefbit, Wiliam Weft, Robert Morris,’ 
Charles Thomfon, Daniel Benezet, William Fifber, George 
Roberts, Samuel Howell, and Thomas Maiffiin. 

The ftationing of troops in Bofon might afford greater 
perfonal fecurity to the commiffioners than what they) 
could otherwife have enjoyed, and. might induce them! 
or their underlings to exceed’ the bounds of their coms! 
miffion or of prudence, but could not prevent fmugeling,| 
or protect informers from infule and abufe. Even! 
{kippers, bound to different parts of the colony, had) 
their veffels ftopt and libelled for having uncleared arti-’ 
cles of trifling confequence on board. Perfons who! 


often fubject to a treatment, which gave them a ridi-- 
culous appearance, and laid them under a difficulty to’ 
clear themfelves of the drefs impofed upon them. They’ 
were ftripped, well tarred, and then covered with fea- 
thers. The punifhment took fo with the lower clafs of 
people, that afterward it was not confined to informets,' 
but was alfo applied by them to others who offended | 
their dread majefty. There was a degree of intemper~" 
ance and indifcreetnefs on the part of the commiffioners 
and cuftom-houfe officers, which tended to irritate; 
whereas the utmoft lenity and forbearance were requifite 
in order to general tranquillity. Mr. Eliot at New York,’ 
where {muggling was as prevalent as at Bofton, found 
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neceffary to wink at many irregularities that he might 
Jevent difturbances and ill humor among the body of 
erchants. ‘The commiffioners expreffed their diffanii- 
| Roa and wanted him to altet his line of conduct: 
j ftated the-cafe to a friend at home, and by his in- 
vence was fecured from fuch like direétions in future. 
hey tranfmitted to Britain fuch reprefentations of Mr. 
is jun. as provoked him ‘to infert a publication in the 
sfton gazette, which brought on an affray at the coffee. 
ufe between him and Mr. Rodinfon, one of the com- 
\iffioners, from the latter’s attempting to pull the other 
: the nofe, becaufe of fome expreffions in the faid 
blication, Mr. Robinfon being in danger of coming 
Jf with the worft, feveral of the company fell upon 
r. Otis; fome of whom held him while others ftruck. 
‘im with canes or different weapons, A friend paffing 
ong, obferved what was doing, preffed in and refcued 
}r. Otis, though he himfelf fuffered confiderably from 
e affailants. The noife foon drew multitudes about 
2 houfe, when Mr. Robinfon and his aflociates pru- 
}ntly retreated by means of a back door *. This pro- 
dure of the revenue officers (for no military one was 
Yefent) opened a large field of altercation, and multi- 
Jied quarrels, which were before too frequent between 
e king’s officers and the leaders of oppofition. 
| Governor Bernard could carry nothing in the govern. 
ental way through the prefence of the troops, but was 
intinually lofing ground, and growing more and more 
NOXIOUS to the inhabitants; fo that he was abufed in. 


—— ——————— 


—— 


* Mr, Otis afterward profecuted Mr, Robinfon for the affault, and 
2 law gave heavy damages againft him ; but Mr. Oris generoully for- 
j¥e him upon an acknowledgment of the offence, 
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fcurrilous publications, for which the Bofton gazette wa} 
notorious. They were craftily calculated for the meril 
dian where they firft appeared, and fuited the too le} 
velling difpofition of the Bay-men; after the politician) 
had encouraged a fpirit of licentioufnefs, in order tq 
weaken the force of government, and. counteract thy. 
defigns carrying on againft their liberties: but thei} 
want of decency offended many of the fons of liberty 
in the other colonies.. Heavy threats were alfo throw! 
out againft the governor’s perfonal fafety. Of  theff 
however he was regardlefs; and being afked by a friend 
how he could venture to-walk about alone at his coun} 
try feat, only five miles from the centre) of Botton, any 
whether he was not afraid, he anfwered, ‘ No, they 
are not a blood-thirfty people.” paid yall 

At length it was thought proper to recall him, as faid 
to lay before his. majefty the true flate of the province. 
this he fignified to the affembly in the month of June 
Before they were prorogued, they embraced the occafior 
for drawing up a petition,to his majefty, in which, afte 
complaints of him, they entreated that he might. be fo 
ever removed from the, government of the province 
When his letters, written home in confidence, came tt 
be expofed to public. view, 1t would have argued grea 
weaknefs to have continued him, unlefs it was defigne: 
. to adopt his plans, and fupport him by. force at all ad 
ventures. Governor Bernard was too open, and had to. 
little command of his temper; and fuffered his refent: 
ment to get the better of what ought to have been hi 
political judgment. Every governor fhould diveft him: 
felf of refentment, efpecially in his public capacity, 4 


his own happinefs, and that of the governed require ‘it 
eee Me! 


we 
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fen of fpirit may be drawn, when they will not be 
brced. Sir Francis, inftead of aiming his cenfures at 
jidividuals, directed them againft whole bodies. Thus 
Je charged the council with fervility to the populace, 
‘he pleafing of whom, he faid, was the rule of their 
pnduct ; and alfo both houfes of the general affembly — 
‘\sprefsly, in his fpeeches, with oppugnation againft the 
)yal authority, declaring that they had left gentlemen 
it of the council, only for their fidelity to the crown. 
juch charges ftrengthened the hands of thofe whom 
: moft oppofed, by touching the honor of. the 
Vnole. Had they been true, they fhould have been 
| pprefied, or mentioned only in private; but though 
je fubftance of them was even true, when applied to 
dividuals, it might be otherwife when applied to the 
pdy, the majority of whom might a& upon different 
Hinciples. Political leaders frequently throw out mo- 
76s, by which to catch and conduét the well-intentioned, 
Ifering from thofe by which they themfelves are ac- 
Jated. Sir Francis did not poffefs thofe mollifying arts 
Jpich the ferment of the times required; and was more 
Jady to ageravate diforders than to apologize for them. 
was common for him in his official letters, to ftile 
e oppofition the faction, even while he owned that it 
mmprehended the majority of the affembly. A paren- 
| governor would have thrown in many hints to have 
Yened the difpleafure of perfons in power, on account 
offences committed at three thoufand miles diftance, 
ider an enthufiaftic attachment to the caufe of liberty, 
a period when divers outrages were perpetrated at 
me, by mobs in various parts of the kingdom. He 
idenced too great an inclination te make the worft of 
Vou. I, ; v8 every 
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every thing ; and at times hearkened to and tranfmitte|| 


the ftrangeft rumors. He was a principal inftrumer 
in bringing the troops to Bofton. It was a favorit) 


fore it was executed. While he profeffed himfelf | 


friend to the province, he was endeavouring to undel, 
mine its cconftitution, ‘cans to obtain an effential alters 


cil by the Lent fighad of its continuing in the a | 
the general court, where the reprefentatives of the peop 
‘necefMlarily carried it, whenever they united. 
Toward the end of June, he had the faireft oppo} 
tunity of getting the troops removed from the Mafii 
cchufetts, but oppofed the meafure. General Gag 
defired general Mackay to confult with him concert 
ing the neceflity of continuing the troops at Bofto, 
and to procure his opinion in writing, whether his mi 
jefty’s fervice required that troops fhould remain. the, 
any longer, and what number, whether one or two f 
giments. It is impoffible to exprefs his furprife at t} 
| renaGtaods The knowledge of it, fo far as it reache: 
occafioned a confternation among the civil officers. 
government, its friends, and the importers of goo 
from Great Britain. Gage, in a letter, requefted | 
opinion, and affured him he fhould not publith it, ; 
make it known on this fide the Atlantic. He immec 
ately anfwered, that he had no hefitation to declare | 
opinion, that it would be detrimental to his majelt } 
fervice to remove any of the two regiments remainin; 
and that it would be quite ruinous to the caufe of t 
crown to draw all the troops out of Bofton: but that. 
was inclined to think, that a regiment in town, and an 
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er at the caftle, might be fufficient. He had time 


hough in which to have ripened a plan with the 


nurt for the removal of the troops, to the joy of 
e country, and with fafety to the civil officers and 


|pporters of government, But he too early, for his 


‘}n peace and the happinefs of his government, deviated 
bm the line of conduct, marked out for him by Lord 
alifax, immediately after his appointment, when it was 
commended to him to fee and converfe with governor 
ywnall, of whom his lordfhip wrote in the fame letter, 
It is impoffible to purfue a better plan of government 
an what he directed himfelf by.’ However, his con- 
ct was fo agreeable to the miniftry, that a title was 


frured him. He was created a baronet March the 
fentieth 1769; and his majefty took upon himfelf the 
ole expence of paffing the patent, which added greatly 
ythe honor done him, as it was a favor feldom or ever 
Wore granted. Sir Francis, during his eleven years 


idence in America, made very little advance in his 
ate. The Bofton fons of liberty had great advantages 
unft him, from the early intelligence procured by the 
ypofed author of Junius Americanus, and forwarded 
fafety under an unfufpected coarfe paper cover, to 
-, Thomas Bromfield, glover, at Bofton. Sir Francis 
s aftonifhed to find, that the contents of his letters 
m miniftry were known by them as foon as by him- 
~ When he embarked from the caftle on board the 
ppon man of war for Great Britain, Auguft the firft, 
‘lamented his departure. Even his friend, the lieute- 
1t governor Mr, Hlutchinfon, regretted not his recall ; 
it he gained an opening for fucceeding to the chair, 
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1770. affembled at Faneuil-hall, in confequence of a notifi 
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to which he had been long looking, and was in hopes | 


q 


t g 
numbers grew weary of their engagement. 
was taken of thefe circumftances. The Britih office, 
either of their own thought or through hints from ho 
offered merchants the liberty of having their goods ¢| 
rected to them as though intended for the army; a} 
many were got in under that cover, efpecially at . 
York. Several perfons imported into Bofon and i 
freely, without its being particularly noticed, while 
few only were called to an account and expofed in} 
This occafioned an alarm; and the peo) 


newipapers. 


tion, upon the bufinefs of preventing the non-impor 
tion agreements being rendered abortive. 

Mr. Theophilus Lillie, obferving the grofs partia 
which prevailed in fuffering fome to fell, while a " 
others were profcribed, determined upon felling his go. 
alfo. To point him out as inimical to the agreeme 
and. a perfon whofe fhop was to be fhunned, a piece. 


pageantry was placed before the door, Mr. Richare 
attempting to remove it, was driven. into his houfe b 
number of boys, and there attacked by ftones throv 
the windows. Provoked, rather than endangered by. 
affault, he fired and killed Chriffopher Snider, a lad 
eleven years old, who was recorded in the public pr 
as the firft martyr to the noble caufe of liberty. i 
boy was buried with the greateft refpect imaginable, 


eording to the cuftom of the country; and fuch | 
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‘\e number of people following the corps, that the foot 
‘oceffion extended a full quarter of a mile. The 
rent tended rather to promote than injure the non- 
‘hportation agreement. Boys, ffnall and great, and 
Ihdoubtedly men, had been and were encouraged, and 
fell paid by certain leaders, to infult and intinudate 
‘ofe who had avowedly counteracted the combination, 
1d fill perfevered. The lieutenant governor in April, 
tempted prevailing upon a merchant of the firft eftate 
‘tid charaéter, to promote an affociation, in oppofition ‘ 
“) the non-importation agreement, but to no purpofe ; 
id received for anfwer, “ Until parliament makes pro- 
Won for the punifhment of the confederacies, all will 
' ineffectual, and the affociates will be expofed to po- 
Wplar rage.” Another meeting was called to determine 
fhether the goods already arrived and thofe expected, 
fould be fent back to Britain. A gentleman having 


; ceived a letter from a member of parliament, in which 
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was faid, that fhipping back 10,000]. of goods will 

» more than ftoring 100,000], and the fame being R 
ymmunicated, the fcale, when upon a balance, was 


i 
PRs and all the importers belonging to the town fub- 
. to fend their goods back ; and in May many were 


-fhipped on board captain Scott. ‘The leaders gave 
it that it was done voluntarily: and yet the major part 
>the merchants wifhed-to fee the trade free from re- 


=" ; but having in the height of their zeal, called in 
ie populace as their fervants to intimidate thofe who 


( 


"fufed to join in the combination, they were now forced 
» fubmit to them as their mafters, under the influence 
Wf a few of the merchants, who {till adhered to their firft 
Man. Several of the laft importers begged with tears, 
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that they might be allowed to houfe their goods, but. 
was not granted. One who had been pretty fturdy, haf 
a committee of tradefmen fent him, with an axe-mar}, 
a carpenter, at their head; who told him that there wer 
a 100O men waiting for his anfwer, and if he did nd 


comply, there was no faying what would be the conf, 
quences. The ftrength of the argument prevailed ; an} 
a day or two after the paper ulliithed that he complie 
voluntarily. The Bo/fonians moreover refolved to leay, 
off all trade with the Newport people, becaufe of the 
duplicity, and breaking through the non- -Importatio, | 
agreement. ‘The next month Hartford followed the ex 
apaple of Bofton. But about the fame time, the Mer 


Yorkers, by dexterous management, were brought | 
agree to import “ every thing, except fuch articles ¢ 
are, or may hereafter be, fubject to duty for the put! 
pofe of raifing a revenue in America.” . Governmer 
gained a party in the committee of merchants, who too} 
advantage of the charges brought againft Boffon of 1 im 


porting large quantities of goods; and Mr. Hancock wa 


complained, of for fuffering them to be brought 1! 
his veffels. By thefe means they prepared the minds ( 
the people for the execution of the plan they had con’ 
certed. They did not call a meeting of the citizen’ 
in which the vote of the populace, procured by the art 
of individuals, might prevail; but went through th 
feveral wards, and took the fenfe of the principal inhé 
bitants feparately, when it appeared that the majorit 
were for importing. .Upon the receipt of letters fror 
Philadelphia and Bofton, the fenfe of the inhabitants we 
again taken, and turned out as before. They were fe 
verely cenfured by the Philadelphians for their defeétior 
an 
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jad by others alfo. The letter of the committee to the 
nerchants at Bofton, informing them what agreement 
rey had adopted, was contemptuoufly torn to pieces. 
Vhen thofe Yorkers, who were in the intereft of govern- 
hent, began to concert their plan, they refted on af- 


wrances of what would be done in parliament, and 


new not, for certain, that the duties on glafs, paper, 
nd colours, had been taken off; but the news of the 
bnoxious act being fo far repealed, reached the con- 
nent before they had fully perfected the bufinefs on the 
enth of July *. ‘ ' 

The New Yorkers were in general faithful, while their 
on-importation agreement lafted; more fo, it was 
hought,. than the Boffonians. ‘Theie fuffered much in 
heir reputation among the fons of liberty at New York 
jnd Philadelphia, for the large quantities of goods found 
ly fome of the newlpaper publications, to have been 
|nported into Bofton. Some of the inhabivants were 
lef f rolling awa hof the reproach, by point-~ 
}efirous of rolling away much of the reproach, by p 

ag out, that a confiderable part of the goods charged 
» the fcore of Bofton, belonged to Salem, Marblehead, 
nd other ports; but when the non-importation agree- 
nents were ended, it was omitted, and thus they con- 
inued to lie under greater difgrace than really belonged 
9 them. While the New York plan was carrying on, 
trial was made by about a dozen perfons, to frighten 
he gentlemen who were inclined to import from fo 
loing, but it failed; the populace had been fecured. 
The king gave his affent to the aé& for repealing the April 
luties on glafs, paper, and colours. The tea duty was'*”’ 


mmm RT RO 


on ee 


a a a ee 


—— 


* The date of the committee’s letter to the Philadelphians, after 
Jaking the fenfe of the inhabitants a fecond time, 
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profeffedly continued” asia’ pepper-corn rent, for thy 
point of honor, and as a badge of fovereignty over thy 
colonies. The miniftry might alfo mean to: ufe it i} 
fome future period, for deeper purpofes than could by 
then fathomed. ‘They intended in the beginning of thi | 
feffion to bring in a bill againft American affociations} 


Ny 


the times would not admit of it. The ftrong oppofij: 
tion made to minifterial meafures at home, was certainly, 
helpful to the caufe of the colonies, and encouraged 
them to go thofe lengths which they would otherwifi 
have fcarce ventured upon. ‘This however was not t 
be charged to the anti- minifterialifts, as an evil for which: 
they were anfwerable. Let minifters attempt at any 
time, to make unjuftifiable inroads upon the liberties 0: 
Britifh fubjects, their opponents are bound in duty, a’ 
the guardians of the public, to ufe all warrantable effort 
to difconcert them; and the mifchief which follows iv 
to be placed to the account of thofe who. render the 
oppofition a neceffary meafure. - 

‘The news of a partial repeal did not fatisfy the cole: 
nifts. But they attempted in‘vain to keep up the non-' 
importation agreement after the defection of New York: 
The Bofton merchants at length, in a meeting held at 
the coffée-houfe in Otober, unanimoufly voted to altei| 
it, and adopt the fame plan of importing with that ol 
the New Yorkers. It appeared to be the fenfe of the 
one and the other, and alfo of the Philadelphians, tha’ 
no tea fhould be imported; and that if any was brough? 
into the feveral ports, it fhould be fmugeled to avoic| 
paying the duty. The Virginia houte of burgefles, ir 


a petition to his majefty, expreffed their exceeding grea\) 
| concer! 
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mncern and deep affliction upon finding that the feveral 
ts impofing duties, for the purpofe of raifing a revenue 
America, were continued; and faid, ‘ cA partial 
fpenfion of duties, and thefe fuch only as were im- 
Ibfed upon Britifh manufactures, cannot remove the 
Jo well grounded fears and apprehenfions of your ma- 
fty’s fubjects, whilft impofitions are continued on the 
me articles of foreign fabric, and entirely retained upon 
Ja for the avowed purpofe of eftablifhing a precedent 
Paint us.” The prefent year was marked by a differ- 
hit fcene of blood than what offered in February, which 
Huld not be introduced in the order of time, without 
reaking the thread of the preceding narration. 
Outrages had been committed by the foldiers; and 
equent quarrels had happened between them and the 
Vhabitants of Bofton, who viewed the military as come 
} dragoon them into obedience to ftatutes, inftructions 
Jd mandates, that were thoroughly detefted. Each | 
Wy gave rife to new occurrences which augmented the 


—— 


imofity. Reciprocal infults foured the tempers, and 
uutual injuries imbittered the paffions of the oppofite 
urties. Befide, fome fiery fpirits, who refented the in- 
gnity of having foldiers quartered among them, were® 
pntinually exciting the towns people to quarrel with the 
oops. Not only fo, but a pompous newfpaper account 
"a victory obtained by the inhabitants of New York 
ver the foldiers there, in an affray, undoubtedly ex- 
ted the refentment of the military at Bofton, and 
cultations among their opponents, and thus increafed 
e ferment. Every thing tended to a crifis; and it is 
\ther wonderful that it did not exift fooner, when {6° 
hany circumftances united to haften its approach. ‘The 
i lieutenant 
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lieutenant governor did not attend to thefe things pro} 
perly ; and was not fufficiently careful to prevent confe|| 
quences, by ftrongly urging the officers to keep theif: 
men in the barracks as much as poffible, and to main} 
tain the ftriéteft difcipline. He was defirous of recom] 
mending himfelf both to them and the commiffioners: 
and therefore was very cautious left he fhould offeny) 


either. ! 
At length a private of the twenty-ninth regiment 
paffing along in the morning near Mr. John Gray’s rop) 
walk, being provoked by infulting words, refented it) 
and being overpowered, went off, but foon returned wit} 
a dozen feldiers, between whom and the rope-makers a)’ 
affray enfued, which terminated in the defeat of th 
former; who in the afternoon, armed themfelves wit’ 
clubs, and were on their way to renew the action, b 1 
were topped. On this many of the towns people wer 
fo enraged, that they determined upon fighting it ov 
with the foldiers on the Monday. The Rev. Dr. Eki 
was told of the determination on the Saturday; and we’ 
alfo informed, that the bells were to be rung to affemb! 
the inhabitants together; fo that when on the Monda’ 
gevening he heard them ring, he was not alarmed wit 
an apprehenfion of its being on account of a fire| 
breaking out in the town, which is generally the cafe ‘ 
It does not appear that any militia were called in befor: 
the firing upon the people, or that any regular plan wi 
formed for compelling the troops to move from tl 
town: it is abfard to think, on the other hand, that ther 
was a fettled plot for employing the foldiers to maffac! 
wi The Doétor’s account to me, when difcourfing upon what : 


called the maffacre. | 
tl 
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Jhe inhabitants. But from the characters,’ principles, 
‘ind politics of certain perfons among the leaders of the 
)ppofition, it may be feared, that they had no objection 
Jo a rencounter, that by occafioning the death of a few, 
Wnight eventually clear the place of the two regiments, 
hat fome defign was on foot, which might be attended 
With danger in the execution, may be gathered from 

ieutenant colonel Marfhall’s faying, when giving evi- 
ence for the crown—-“ The bells were ringing, and the 
yeople began to collect as they do at the cry of fire, andI 


yegan to think it was fire. I hada mind to go out, but 
hada reluctance, becaufe J had been warned not to £0 
ut that night ; meaning in which the men were fhot *, 
Between feven and eight o’clock at night, unufual Mar. 

,umbers are met coming from the fouth end of the town > 
vith fticks in their hands, and fericus confequences are 
ipprehended from it. About the fame time, parties 
mounting in the whole to near two hundred, feveral 
vith great fticks or clubs, proceed from the north end, 
ame of whom fay, “let us go to the fouth end and 
oin our friends there, and attack the damned fcoundrels, 
nd drive them out of the town; they have no bufi- 
refs here.” More people than common, with larges 
ticks, are obferved running from all quarters toward 
Cing-ftreet. The north end parties colleét in and about 
Jock-fquare, and attack feveral foldiers belonging to 
Murray’s barracks about nine o’clock : upon an officer’s 
coming up, thefe are ordered to their barracks, and. 
vyhen got in, with much difficulty, are immediately 
confined. The mob follow the officer to the gate, and 
provoke the foldiers by the moft abufive language, and 
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dare them to come out. They are hardly reftrained by| 
their officers from doing it. While thefe things are} 
tranfacting, fome are calling tewn-born turn out, twenty} 
or thirty times over ; others cry jire, fire, in different} 
places, the more effectually to draw people out of their} 
houfes, and to increafe their numbers; and foon after} 
the nine o’clock bell has ceafed, the bells are fet a ring-/ 
ing, which thofe who are not better informed, imagine to} to| 
be the alarm of fire. ‘j 
Upon the foldiers being reftrained to the barracks, 
the mob are defired by one or more confiderate perfons,’ 
to return home. A few comply, but the eenerality! 
have fomething further to engage their attention. Num. 
bers employ themfelves in tearing up the ftalls of the’ 
market-place in Dock-fquare, for the purpofe they ex. | 
prefs while calling out, “ Damn the dogs, where are 
they now? Let us go and kill that damned fcoundrel 
of a fentry, and then attack the main-guard.” ‘The body: 
of the mob when they have finifhed chieit repeated attacks 
upon the barracks, are addreffed in the {treet by a tall 
Jarge man in a red cloak and white wig. After liften- 
ing to what he has to offer in the fpace of three or four 
minutes, they huzza for the main-guard, and fay, “ We 
will do for the foldiers.” ‘They feparate into three divi- 
fions, and take different routs for King-ftreet, one through 
the Main-ftreet. A party, who have collected at Oli- 
ver’s-dock, bend their courfe toward the fame point. 
In the mean time, the fentry before the Cuftom-houft 
is affaulted while upon duty. A boy comes up, and 
pointing to him, fays, “ There is the fon of a bitch that 
knocked me down.” About twenty young fellows, 
eighteen years old, call out, kill him, kill him, 
knock. 
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\nock him down.” Their behaviour obliges him to 
yad his gun. They pelt him with fnow-balls, pieces of 
se, and any thing that offers, and halloo “ fire and be 
Jamned.” They advance upon him; oblige him to 


etreat; he mounts the fteps, and knocks at the door 


Jor admiffion. Meeting with no relief in this way, more 
verfons colleting in the ftreet, and his danger increaf- 
ag, he calls out to the main-guard, within hearing, 


or protection. Captain Prefton, the officer of the day, 
yeing told that the ringing of the bells is the fignal for 
ffembling the inhabitants to attack the troops, repairs 
othe main-guard; and learning the fituation of the 
entry, fends off a corporal and fix men to protect both 
rim and the king’s cheft in the cuftom-houfe. The 
oldiers march off with their pieces unloaded, and the 
aptain follows to prevent diforder. Ere they have 
ormed, that part of the mob, which comes through 
he Main-ftreet, and appears to be headed by the mu- 
atto Attucks, and to contain a number of failors, upon 
yoming to the town houfe, exclaim-—‘ Damn the raf- 
cals, this will never do; the readieft way to get rid of 
thofe people, is to attack the main-guard, ftrike at the 
‘oot, this is the neft.’ The foldiers are pelted while 
xoing to defend their comrade; and, when upon their 


tation, are ferved as was the fingle fentry, have.{fnow- 


dalls, large pieces of ice, fticks, and other things thrown 
at them, and are obliged to load for their own fafety. 
The reproachful language with which they are abufed, 
exclufive of a plenty of oaths and execrations, is, “Come 


fon you rafcals, you lobfter fcoundrels, you bloody- 
backs, you cowards, you daftards for bringing arms 


againtt naked men; fire if you dare; fire and be damned, 
| we 
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‘them; kill them; knock them over.” The Mulattc 
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we know you dare not,” and much more to the fam|| 
purpofe. The reafon for faying, “ you dare not fire,} 
is probably to be found in the doétrine lately advanced} 
« that foldiers, while on duty, may upon no occafioy: 
whatever fire upon their fellow fubjeéts, without tht 
order of a civil magiftrate.’” The mob prefs in upop 
the foldiers; advance to the points of the bayonets; ar} 
defired to keep off; and are treated with cautious at} 
tention. This may be owing to apprehenfions of 
danger to themfelves in cafe of a contrary condu | 
The fhouts, huzzas, threats, fcreams, and almoft yell}! 
of the mob, with the ringing of the bells to increaf¢! 
the general confufion, may juftly alarm them ;. but they) 
precaution foon avails nothing. “While they are pufhing! 
off the people, without once leaving their ftation or at! 
tempting to follow them, the Mulatto, and about « 
dozen perfons, feveral in failors habits, come down tc 
the fpot, give three cheers, furround the foldiers, an¢ 
ftrike their guns with clubs, crying out to the others! 
«Do not be afraid of them, they dare not fire; kil! 


aims a blow at captain Prefton, ftrikes down one of the 
suns, feizes the bayonet with his left hand, and fhows¢ 
hardy difpofition anfwering to the threats which od 
been uttered. At this inftant, there 1s a caibaia iene cry 
of “ damn your bloods, why don’t you fire,” and partly 
from perfons behind the captain. . Firing fucceeds.) 
Montgomery, whom the Mulatto has affaulted, after 
recovering his legs, and relieving his gun by a fade 
twitch, is the firft that fires, and his affailant falls. After’ 
fix or eight feconds, another fires, the other five follow 
in quick fucceffion, It is agreed, that only feven out 

of| 
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‘the eight foldiers difcharge their pieces, and that 
> one fires twice. Three perfons are killed; five 
very dangeroufly wounded, and a few Mflightly. 
foft are either paflengers going through the itreet, or 
pafiting fpectators. It is well that no more are killed, 
mnfidering that there were from fifty to a hundred about 
ie foldiers.. They ran off at the firing, but foon af- 
mble again to take away the dead and wounded. 

‘The whole town is immediately in the greateft com- 
tion. Their drums beat to arms, and there is a 
ynftant calling out “ to arms, to arms, turn out with 
pur guns.” The townfmen affemble in the next firect, 
» the amount of fome thoufands. The heutenant go- 
2rnor repairs to captain Pre/fon, and upon coming up 
ks him, “‘ how came you to fire upon the people with- 
Jit the orders of a civil magiftrate ?”? The captain be- 
jns ‘to apologize for what had happened, by faying, 
| we were infulted ;” and is about.adding more, but re- 
| lleGting the impropriety of the place, flops fhort, and 
iks. Mr. Hutchinfon to walk up into the guard room, 
here he means to finifh what he has begun; but the 
eutenant governor goes to the council chamber. . The 
hptain’s words are obferved by fome gentlemen, who 
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}) the implied charge of having given direction to fire ; 
id are remembered to his difadvantage. Mr. Hutch- 
fon cannot avoid expofing himfelf in the midft of the 
aragéd inhabitants, upon whom he prevails to dilperfe 
ll morning, It having been a clear moon light night, 
jerfons have been enabled to diftinguith what pafied. 

Thenext morning the people collect in vatt bodies. The 


Se 


C debate 


tend Mr. Hutchinfon, and are confidered as conceding 


eutenant governor fummons a council. Before any ™ 
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debate commences, lieutenant colonel Dalrymple, ail” 
lieutenant colonel Carr attend, being informed, thatth | 
may if they will. The town meets in full affembll, 
and choofe a committee, who, while the bufinefs | 
largely difcuffing in council, wait upon the lieutenal: 
governor and deliver him a meflage, declaring, * It|| 
the unanimous opinion of the meeting, that nothing cq. 
rationally be expected to reftore the peace of the tow | 
and prevent blood and carnage, but the immediate 1 
moval of the troops.” Colonel Dalrymple fignifies | 
Mr. Hutchinfon, his readinefs to place the 29th reg 
ment, which has rendered itfelf in a fpecial mann 
obnoxious, in the barracks at the caftle. | 

In the afternoon the lieutenant governor receiv 
another meflage, acquainting him, that it is the opini¢ 
of the meeting, confifting of near three thoufand pe 
ple, that nothing but a total and immediate removal | 
the troops will fatisfy. Mr. Samuel Adams, one of tl 
committee, in his venerable grey locks, and ‘wi 
hands trembling under a nervous complaint, tells coli 
nel Dalrymple, “ If you can remove the 29th regimen: 
you can alfo remove the rath; and it is at your pel| 
if you do not;” and continues talking to him, in fuc| 
a refolute tone and with fuch ftrong implications, | 
nearly to communicate the trembling to the colone¢ 
Mr. Hutchinfon wifhes to get clear of the council, bi 
finds it impoffible; and therefore lays the matter befo: 
them. Several declare their apprehenfions of mo: 
bloodfked, unlefs the troops are removed. Mr. Roy 
Tyler in his zeal for effecting it, fays to him, “ It is ni 
fuch people as formerly pulled down your houfe; wi 
conduct the prefent meafures, No; they are people : 
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Ne belt charaéters amone us, men of eftates, men of 
Wigion. They have formed their pian for removing 
ile troops out of town ; and it is impoffible they fhould 
Main in it. The people will come in from the neigh- 
uring towns; there will be ten thoufand men to effect 


2 removal of the troops, who will probably be de- 
Wloyed by the people, be it called rebellion, or occafion 
yy lofs of our charter, or. be the confequence what. it 
my.’ When Mr. Zyler faid, they have formed their 
7, it was not to be underftood, that the plan was formed 
or, but fubfequent to the bloodfhed of the preceding 
ning, His reprefentations might be aggravated: 
n when there is not a natural caft for hyperbole, 
fons inflated by paffion, will imperceptibly have a 


‘«¢ Nothing fhall ever induce me to order the troops 
- of town.” They, upon that, unanimoufly advife 
1 to requeft colonel Dalrymple to order them to the 
‘le. To-the colonel he fays, “1 have nothing to do 
a it, it lies wholly with you.” While they are pref-. 
r him, the people are informed, that the colonel: is 
ly to remoye the regiments, if the lieutenant gover- 
will only join in defiringit. He inclines to ftand 
, and to leave it with the colonel and council to fettle, 
hey can agree about the bufinefs, He deliberates 
near night, dreading left any one meafure he may 
pt, fhall leffen him in the opinion of the muniftry 
endanger his advancement. At length the fecre- 
|, Mr. Oliver, perceiving how artfully matters are 
naged, whifpers him in the ear, You mutt either 
Inply or determine to leave the province.” This pre- 
‘is; he complies with the advice of the council; and 
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the general ferment begins to fubfide. The troo 
however, are not removed fo early as is expected 
the town; they continue till the next Monday; a 
upon the colonel’s being afked the reafon, he mentic 
that it lies at the door of the heutenant governor, Wj) 
fhuffles with the colonel, in hope that fome occurre \\ 
will exift, which may exempt him from being charg) 
with occafioning the removal of the troops by the | 
terpofition of his advice. 
' Mean while captain Prefton and his party are coy) 
mitted to jail. One of the wounded men dies. It! 
determined to bury the four perfons * in one vault, af 
in a peculiarly refpectful manner. The generality of | 
fhops in town are fhut. All the bells of Bofton, Char\ 
jown, and Roxbury, are ordered to toll in the m| 
doleful tone. ‘The corpfes form a junction in Kin. 
flreet, where they fell when the foldiers fired. Hei 
they proceed in orderly fucceffion through the m}) 
ftreet, followed by an immenfe concourfe of people, ' 


i 


numerous as to be obliged to go in ranks of fix a-bres 
and the whole clofed by a long train of. carieadi 
jonging to the principal gentry of the town. Thus | 
they diftinguifhed and honorably attended to the pl: 
ef interment, with unparalleled pomp, noton account! 
perfonal merit, but to exprefs the vehement indig!: 
tion of the inhabitants againft the flaughter of their b! 
thren, by the Britifh foldiery quartered among them,’ 
violation, as they imagine, of their civif hberties.: 


* Samuel Gray, Samuel Maverick, James Caldwell, and (| 
pus Attucks. Samuel Gray was a journeyman, and wrough! 
the rope-walks belonging to Mr. John Gray the rope-maker.  < 
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{Captain Prefton’s trial begins. Mefirs. John Adams oa, 
id Jofiah Quincy are his council. They are warm in ** 
Ye caufe of liberty, and offend ieveral of their own party 
undertaking the defence of the prifoner; but faith- 
lly employ their diftineuifhed abilities in his behalf. 
Nne trial does not fnith cill the thirtieth. While car- 
ing on, Mr. Quincy pufhes the examination and '‘crofe- 
‘amination of the witneffes to fuch an extent, that Mr. 
dams, in order to check it, is obliged to tell him, 
at if he will not defift, he fhall decline havine any 
ne further to do in the caufe. The captain and his 


ends are alarmed, and confult about engaging another 
infellor; but Mr. Adams has no intention of aban- 
ning his chent. He is fenfible that there is fufficient 
dence to obtain a favorable verdict from an impar- 
\j jury; and only feels for the honor of the town, 


ich he apprehends will fuffer yet more, if the wit- 
ies are examined too clofely and particularly, and by 


t mean more truth be drawn from them oe 
| : 


es 


2 


an immediate connection with the foldiers r 
without the orders of the captain. When the trial is 
ling, judge Lynde, toward the clofe.of his ees 
s, “ Happy I am to find, after fuch ftri€t examina- 
a, the conduct of the prifoner appears in fo fair a 
it; yet I feel myfelf deeply affected, that this affair 
ms out fo much to the difgrace of every perfon con- 
ned again{ft him, and fo much to the fhame of the 
‘yn in general.” The jury return their verdid—Not 
a Ity. ' 
Qn Tuefday commences the trial of William Wemms, Nov. 
Jnes Hartegan, William M‘Cauley, Hugh White, 27° 
: itthew Killroy, William Warren, John Carrol, and 
U 2 : Fiugh 
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Hugh Montgomery, foldiers in the 2gth regiment, foy 
the murder of Crifous Attucks, Samuel Gray, Samue| 
Maverick, James Caldwell, and Patrick Carr, the afl) 
of whom did not die till ten days after he was wounded, 

The foldiers have the fame council that was. engaged 
for their captain. The trial is continued from. day th 
day, Sunday excepted, till Wedneiday December th] 
fifth. Attempts were made to prejudice the peopl 
againft the prifoners, one efpecially in a certain week} 
paper the day before the trial began. The publicatio 
included an infult on the fupreme court, and expreffe, 
the greateft malignity of heart. To counteract th, 
baneful effects of all fuch proceedings, Mr. Quincy, i 
his addrefs to the juftices and jury, obferves— W. 
mutt fteel ourfelves againft paffions, which contamumat; 
the fountain of juftice. Let it be borne deep upon ov 
minds, that the prifoners are to be condemned by th; 
evidence here in court produced againft them, and tb) 
nothing elfe. Matters heard or feen abroad, are to hay 
no weight; in acnera ine undermine the pillars 


peeves 
Pera Nie chacguit 
i tri uth. ge reirg 2) 


« 
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dence was not enough, a. the colours of the canva 


have been touched in order to atten the wounds, ar 
by a traniport of imagination, we are made prefent | 
the {cene of action. The prints. exhibited in our hottie) 
have. added wings to fancy, and. in the fervor) of 01) 
zeal, reafon is in hezard of being loft. The pomp} 
funeral, the horrors of death have been fo delineate: . 


as to give a fpring to our ideas, and infpire a gloWal 
compatible with found, deliberate judgment. . Inath 
fituation, every paflion. has alternately been predominar! 
They have.each in turn fubGded in degree, and thy 
| ha’ 


Ma RL GAN! RYE Won Uh bo N. 


Jave fometimes given place to defpondence, grief, and 
rrow. How careful fhould we be, that we do not 
iittake the imprefiions of gloom and melancholy, for 
dhe diGtates of reafon and truth! How careful left borne 
way by a torrent of paffion, we make fhipwreck of 


onfeience ! | 
“© Many things yet exift fufficient to keep alive the 


low of indignation. I have aimed at fecuring you 
zainft the catching flame. I have endeavoured to dit 
Narge my duty in this refpeét—What fuccefs will fol- 
yw thefe endeavours, depends on you, gentlemen. If 
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eine told of your danger, will not produce caution, 
pthing will. If you are determined in opinion, it is 
. vainto fay more; but if you are zealous inquirers 


ter truth ; if you are willing to hear with impartiality, 
»examine and judge for yourfelves, enough has been 
id to apprize you of thofe avenues, at which the ene- 


ues of truth and juftice are mot hkely to enter, and 
roft eafily to pia, 4 , | 
| When the evidence in favor of the prifoners is finifh- 
; 1, Mr. Quincy refumes his addrefs.— I ftated to you, 
entlemen, your duty in opening this caufe. I pointed 
at the dangers to which you were expofed.. How much 
eed was there, that you fhould fufpend your judgement 
ll the witnefies were all examined! How different js 
1¢ complexion of the caufe ? Will not all this ferve to 
iow every honeft man the little truth to be attained in 
artial hearings ? This trial ought to have another erect, 
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fhould ferve to convince us all of the impropriety, 
ay, injuftice, of giving a latitude in converfation upon 
pics likely to come under a’ judicial decifion ; the 
penliey of this conduct is certainly inhanced, when 
; U 7 fuch 
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fuch loofe fallies and difcourfés are fo prevalent as t|_ 
be likely to touch the life of a citizen. In the prefey| 
cafe, how great was the prepoffeffion againft us! an): 


is to alter our fentiments,” 
In the courfe of pleading, he is under a neceffity 
faying, “ And here, gentlemen, I muft firft tell yo): 
by what law the prifoners are mot to be tried or €o / 
demned. And they moft certainly are oz to be trie) 
by the Mofzic law: a law we take it, efpecially defigne: 
for the government of a peculiar nation, who being in} 
great meafure under a theocratical forrn of governmen 
its inftitutions cannot, with any propriety, be adduce’ 
for our regulation in thefe days. It is with pain there 
fore, I have obferved any endeavour to miflead ov 
judgment on this occafion, by drawing our attention t 
-the precepts delivered in the days of Mofes: and b 
difconneéted paflages of fcripture, applied in a manne 
foreign to their original defign or import, there feems t 


have been an attempt to touch fome peculiar fentiment’ 


which we know are thought to be prevalent ; and in th’ 
way we take it, an injury is lke to be done, by givin 


—————— 


If! 


the mind a bias it ought never to have received, becaui 
it is not warranted by our laws.” x 

«© We have heard it publicly faid of late, oftener fie 
formerly, Whofeever foeddeth man’s blood, by man foe 
bis blood be fhed. This is plainly, gentlemen, a gener? 
rule, which like all others of the kind muft have i 
exceptions—-a rule, which if taken in its ftri@ liter’ | 
Jatitude, would imply, that a man killing another i 
felf-defence, would incur the pains of death-—a. doétrir 
that certainly never prevailed under tte Mo/aicab infti 
tution 
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jution 5 . for we find the Jews had their fix cities of re- 
Suge, to which the man-flayer might flee from the 
|venger of blood.” Let it be obferved, en paffant, that 
' ls it was ordained that the man- flayer fhould abide in 
‘he city of refuge till the death of the high prieft, fo 
‘very perfon to efcape fuch confinement and reftraint, 
vould be extremely. careful left he fhould prove the 
afual occafion of another’s death; and would not ven- 
ure upon gratitying a fettled or fudden evil difpofition, 
oy needlefsly laying a fellow creature, becaufe it would 
)afs for chance-medley. But to go on in company with 
Mr. Quincy. “ And fo, that the MuRDERER jhall flee 
9 the pit, comes under the fame confideration, And 
_jzhen we hear it afked, as it very lately has been, ” Who 
DARE ftay him ? I anfwer, if the laws of our country 
) ray him you ought to do likewife; and every good 


vubyect dares to do what the law allows. But the very 
pofition is begging the queftion ; for the queftion now: in 
due is, whether either of the prifoners is @ murderer in 
jhe fenfe of our laws: what is murder and what not, is 
| queftion of law arifing upon facts {tated and allowed.” 
« Again, ” you fhall take no fatisfaction for the life of 
| murderer, who is guilty of death.« Were again is a 
»egging the queftion; and moreover the words guilty of 
| leath, ve rightly confidered, muft be one of thofe general 
jules which always have their exceptions. But in the 
margin of our great bible, we find them rendered faulty | 
odie. Againft a pofition of this kind we have no ob- 
ection. If we have committed @ fault, on which our 
aws infli& the punifhment of death, we mutt fuffer. 
dut what fault we have committed, you are to inquires 
werather you, gentlemen, are to find the fais proved 
| UW 4 tii 
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in court againf? us, and the judges are to fee and confide|| 
what the law pronounces touching our offence, and whd’ 
punifhment is thereby inflicted as a penalty.” | 
Mr. John Adams, in his pleadings, produces fromit J 
beft authorities, thofe rules of law which muft gover} 
all cafes of homicide, and particularly that which is bet. 
fore the court; and then confiders the evidence to fd, 
whether any thing has occurred that may be compare} 
to the rules of law. He enters into a minute confidera, 
tion of every witnefs produced on the crown fides ant 
endeavours to fhow from the evidence on that fide, tha 
the affault upon the party was fufficiently dangerous't) 
juftify the prifoners ; at leaft, that it was fufficiently pro: 
voking to reduce to manflaughter the crime even of th 
two, who are fuppofed to be proved guilty of havin) 
killed. He then proceeds to confider the teftimonies¢ 
the witnefies for the prifoners; and concludes with—| 
« ] will enlarge no more on the evidence, but fubmi 
it to you, gentlemen.—Facts are, digpborn things 5 a 
A may be our wifhes, ouf #ficlinations, or 4 


| 
J 


ates of our paffions, they;cannot alter the eee 
is and evidence: nor is the law lefs ftable than’th! 
jact. If an affault was made ‘to endanger their lives! 
the law is clear, they hada right to kill in their ownde/ 
fence. If it was not fo fevere as to endanger: thei, 
lives, yet if they were affaulted at all, ftruck andiabulei 
by blows of any fort, by fhow-balls, oyfter-thellsp ein’ 
ders, clubs, or flicks of any kind; this was.a’ provoca’ 
tion, for which the law reduces the offence ‘of killing’ 
down to manflaughter, in confideration of thofe paffion 
in Our nature, which cannot be eradicated. To you 
candg 


i 
i 
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Jecandor and. juftice I fubmit the prifoners and their 
caule.” | | 
« The law, in all viciffitudes of government, fluctu- 
ations of the paffions, or flights of enthufiafm, will pre- 
ferve a fteady undeviating courfe: ic will not bend to 


jthe uncertain wifhes, imaginations, and wanton tempers 
i of men. To ufe the words of a great and worthy man, 
ja patriot, and an hero, an enlightened friend of man- 


| jkind, 


a who from his earlieft infancy fought a tranquil 


and a martyr to liberty, I mean ALcERNown 


retirement under the fhadow of the tree of liberty, with 
jhis tongue, his pen, and his fword, ” The Jaw (lays 
Jhe) no paffion can difturb. *Tis void of defire and 
. fear, luft and anger. °Tis mens fine affeciu; written 
Jreafon ; retaining fome meafure of the divine perfeCtion. 
‘Vt does not enjoin that which pleafes a weak, frail man, 


but without any regard to perfons, commands that which 


[ss good, and punifhes evil in all, whether rich or poor, 
high or low. f, inexorable, inflexible.“ -Onthe 
one hand itis. ‘able to. the cries and lamentations 
jof the’ prifoness.; on fhe other it is deaf, deaf as an 
jadder to the clamors of the populace.” 

The judges, “when fumming up the evidence to the 


? 


jury, and giving their opinions of the conftruGions of 
law upon the evidence, apply themfelves to the removing 
of thofe bad impreffions, which may poffibly have been 
made upon the jury: by the mifconftruétion of f{crip- 
\ture paflages. Says one of them—* In the courfe of 
this year you doubtlefs have heard much of the Jaw 
\given to the Fews, refpecting homicide, as well as of the 
‘precept given to Noah, that whofo fheddeth man’s blood, 
1% man foall bis blood be foed. Whence it has been in- 
| 2 agg i | ferred, 


- eight witneffes to prove a defign to attack the foldiers,; 
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ferred, that whofoever voluntarily kills another, whatever | 
the inducement or provocation may be, is a orate 
and as fuch ought to be put to death. But furely not} : 
only the avenger of blood, and he who killed a thief 
breaking up a houfe in the night, were exceptions to) 
that general precept, but alfo he who killed another in} 
his own defence. Even the Jewith doétors allowed this, 
and that juftly; becaufe the right of felf-defence: is) 
founded in the law of nature.” It appears upon the)| 
trial, that the facts related above, under the fifth off! 
March, are wellattefted. There are no lefs than shirty-) 


fix of whom the council for the king have produced. 
Nigh thirty witnefles have fworn to words of provoca- 
tion uttered againft the prifoners, as daring them to fire, 
and threatening to kill them: and twenty-five have wits 
neffed to ice, fnow-balls, fticks, &e. being thrown at) 
them, ten of whom are witnefles for the crown. There: 
is evidence that Patrick Carr, one of ithe deceafed, re-' 
peatedly declared, and confirmed the fame but a few. 
hours before he died—that he went with a defign againft, 
the foldiers; that he thought they were ‘eu andi, 
would have fired before; that he forgave and did not) 
blame the man, whoever he was, that fhot him ; that he 
blamed himfelf for going to the riot, and might have. 
known better, for he had feen foldiers called to quell: 
riots, but never faw any bear half fo much before. - The: 
jury withdraw for about two hours and a half. Upon: 
comparing the evidence, they cannot be convinced that: 
the foldiers were not too hafty in firing. Was there 
evidence-of all having fired, they would convi& all of 
snanflaughter 5 but it is agreed on all hands, that ng 


a. 


| 


| 
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‘feats. 
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‘more than feven guns were fired, confequently one is 
‘innocent, and they choofe that the guilty fhall efcape 
rather than one innocent perfon be conviéted*. They 
‘return into court and agree, that as to Wemms, Har-— 
tegan, M‘Cauley, White, Warren and Carrol, they are 
jnot guilty, on which they are immediately difcharged. 
As to Killroy and Montgomery, they agree that they 
Jare not suilty of murder, but of manflaughter. Both. 
Dipray the benefit of clergy, which is allowed; each is 
‘burnt in the hand, in open court, and difcharged. The 
Ierial has been long, but the iffue of it, as well as of that Dee. 
of the captain’s, may be brought in proof of the inte: *° 
Jerity of Bofton juries, venturing to give upright verdicts 
Jin defiance of popular opinions. 

Edward Manwaring efq; John Munroe, gentleman, 12. 
‘Hammond Green, boat-builder, and Thomas Green- 
wood, laborer, were tried for being prefent, aiding, 
Jaffifting, &cc. William Warren in the murder of Crifpus 
Attucks. “The whole evidence confifted in one witnefs’s 
declaring that he faw two flafhes from the cuftom- 
houfe, one from the balcony, the other from a chamber 


i 


\window, and a perfon in the balcony with a gun or 
‘piftol in his hand; and in the teftimony of a French 


boy, fervant to Mr. Manwaring, who {wore to ‘his being 
at the cuftom-houfe when the foldiers fired, and to a 


"tory of perfons firing out of the chamber window. The 
_ falfhood of the whole ‘evidence was immediately detected 


by a number of the moft creditable witneffes, fo that 
the jury acquitted the prifoners without going from their 


_® Liputenant governor Hutchinfon’s letter ‘of December 10, 1 T7105 
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_oppofition foon expreffed their’ determination to perfé- 


afterward between them and the troops. 
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In the pleadings upon the trials (of the foldiers efpe-|| 
cially) Mr. John Adams difcuffed the fubjeét of homi-| 
cide fo largely, and fhowed fo fully by what a variety off 
circumftances it was reduced to manflavghter, that the | 
popular leaders perceived the neceflity of altering theig. 
plan of oppofition to the military, and from thence-| 
forward promoted a particular attention to the militia}! 
and the manual exercife, that the country. might bef 
qualified for repelling arms by arms, whenever the fame} 
fhould be requifite for the prefervation of their liberties.) 

The ferment occafioned by the minifterial meafures) 
did not fubfide in the New York colony any more thani 
in the Maffachujeits, ) 

About the middle of January and at night, the Ziberty-! 
pole. was cut down by the foldiery, which enraged the 
inhabitants, and produced much difturbance and riot’ 
The foldiers’ 
potted up papers about the city againft the fons of 
liberty, which occafioned a confiderable affray. The 


vere, by erecting anew fiderty-pole, {trongly fecured with 
iron to prevent its being demolifhed. The May-poles | 
in different parts of the continent had changed their’ 
rames, or given place to /iberty-poles, after the exhibition ° 
upon ‘the liberty-tree at Bofton during the ftamp-aG. 
The conduct of the foldiers was probably owing to the” 


meafures which had been taken the preceding month, 
in order to prevent the aflembly’s granting money. for’ 
the fupport of the troops... The affembly had in their’ 
former feffion, voted to fupply his majefty’s troops 


quartered in the colony, which gave great umbrage." 
‘To quiet the people they made a unanimous declaration, | 


that, 
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jrhat ic fhould be the laft fupply they would ever grant, 
until their grievances were redrefied, and it gave fatis- 
Maétion. But the houfe in the prefent feffion, pafied a 
\vote for a further fupply of 2000]. which greatly in- 
\Bamed the minds of the inhabitants. Two papers were 
publifhed upon the occafion: the one addrefied zo the 
\betrayed inbatitants of the city and colony of NEw YorK, 
and figned A Son or Lizerrv: the other figned Lecton, 
\defiring the inhabitants to meet in the fields. The pa- 
' pers were voted fal/e, feditious, and infamous libels by the 
Jaflembly, who defired the lieutenant governor to iffue 
Jout proclamations, offering rewards for the difcovery of 
the authors, 100]. for the firft, and sol. forthe lat. A 
tripling who had been journeyman to the printer of the 
firft, but difcharged for bad behaviour, allured by the 
\proffered reward, lodged a complaint againft his late 
Imafter, who was terrified into a difcovery of Mr. 
\M<Dougall as the publifher. Mr. M*Dougall was by the 
Ichief juftice’s warrant brought before him, and upon Feb, 
Irefufing to give bail was committed to jail. In confe-* 
‘quence of the fecond paper, about fourteen hundred in- 
Vhabitants met, and appointed Mr. ‘obn Lamb to pro- 
\pound queftions relative to the vote of the affembly. 
After explaining it, the queftion*was put, ‘© Do you 
approve of the vote?” No, was the an{wer, He pro- 
ceeded, * Are you for giving money to the troops, on 
any confideration whatfoever ?” It was again Vo. ‘There 
were but about half a dozen for the affirmative upon 
either of the queftions. He then afked, “ Will you 
appoint a committee to communicate the whole of this 
‘Jwanfaction to your members?” Yes, was the word. 
pees then appointed for the committee, Mefits. Jaac 
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Sears, Cafper Wiftar, Alexander M*Dougall, ‘facobus Vap J 
Zandi, Samuel Broome jan. Erafinus Williams, and Fames|| 
Von Vaurk. The meeting in the fields, and the tranf 
aétions at it, were feveral weeks before the difcovery and 
commitment of Mr. M*Dougall. Mr. Lamb was called |’ 
before the houfe to anfwer for his conduét; but in the} 
mean time the committee wrote to the fpeaker, acknow- |. 
Jedging themfelves, in every refpect, parties with} 
him, and antwerable for each ftep that had been} 
taken, and ready to defend their conduét in a conttitu- |! 
tional manner. When Mr. Lamb appeared before the} 
aflembly, he told them that he had affembled with the | 
eft of his fellow citizens, and had propofed gueffions, | 
which as a citizen, a freeman, and an Enghfbman, he | 
had a right to do, and was furprifed to hear it contro-' 
verted... The houfe finding that they had to do with : 
men of fenfe and refolution, who were determined upon | 
fupporting the rights of their countrymen and fellow - 
citizens, gave up the point and difmiffed them. Their | 
vote of 2oool. for the troops foon paffed into a law: but © 
the deficiency demanded by the heutenant governor as f 
arreai's, amounting to upward of 1000]. was left unpaid. | 
Had there been a provifion for the arrears, the compliance ° 
with the mutiny a would have been formal and com- “ 
plete. That matters were carried fo far muft be attri- ‘ 


buted to an extraordinary and fudden coalition in the 1 
afiembly between politicians, who had long been at : 
mortal variance. ) 


April . The grand jury found a bill again{t captain MBaae | , 
gall, Heya the trial was put off; and he was bailed’ 
out-of jail. When the houfe met again toward the clofe ‘ 
of the year, he was ordered to attend at their bar. The | 

{peaker 
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peaker afked him whether he was the author or pub- 
ifher of the addrefs, &c. He declined anfwering, and 
|igned his reafons. It was refolved, that in his reply 
jie denied the authority of the houfe, and was therefore 
} guilty of a high contempt. On his refufing to afk 
joardon. of the houfe, he was ordered into cuftody, and. 
phe fpeaker iffued his warrant to the. jail keeper of the 
sity to receive and keep him prifoner, until he fhould 
be difcharged by due courfe of law. He remained in 
Jail till the affembly was prorogued on the 25th of the 
)jollowing February 1771, when he was enlarged after a 
| confinement of near three months. It was not till March 
he 27th that he was difcharged from his recognizance, 
py the fupreme court then fitting at New York, (without 
naving been brought to a trial) after having been under. 
sends for near twelve months, and fuffered twenty andi 
three weeks actual imprifonment. He was the firft fufferer 
Yor liberty after the commencement of the united efforts 
Wf the American fons, to fruftrate the minifterial plans. 
or encroaching upon, and eventually fubverting their 
jong claimed and enjoyed rights and privileges. This 
nonor belongs to a gentleman born in Scotland, and who 
1s indeed, what he figned himfelf, 4 Son of Liberty. He 
joore his imprifonment with fortitude; but the difagree- 
ablenefs of it was much leflened, and the difgrace of it 
“wholly removed, as the citizens of the higheft and beft 
charatters, ladies and gentlemen, reforted to the place of 
jnis confinement. His charaéter as well as his caufe was 
jzood; fo that the moft virtuous efpoufers of. the latter, 
‘were neither afraid nor afhamed, by their repeated vifits, 
0 afford him their public countenance. 
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The Maffachu/etts again demands your attention. | 
The new general court met at Cambridge ; the houfe 
remonftrated againft being held there, or at any other) 
place than Boffo; and by a majotity of 96 out of 102), 
voted it to be a very great grievance, and refolved not) 
to do bufinefs out of Boffon; on which the ketene 
governor prorogued them. . 
They met again, but the aflembly refufed to do buat 
nefs; and in their meflage to Mr. Hutcbinfon, infitted) 
upon the right of the people to appeal to heaven in dif} 
putes between them and perfons in power, when there is} 
an abufe of power; but they foftened what they ad-| 
vanced, by faying ‘“‘ We would, however, by no means) 
be underftood to fuggeft, that this people have occafion’ 
at prefent to proceed to fuch extremity ;” and yet they! 
afterward added, “ thefe and other grievances and cru-' 
elties, too'many to be here enumerated, and too meé-' 
lancholy to be much longer borne by this people, we! 
have feen brought upon us by the devices of the mi-' 
nifters of ftate.” They were prorogued afrefh. 
They met a third time. “ihe licutenant governor 
told them, that the garrifon at the caftle in the pay of | 
the province was to be withdrawn by order of his ma-’ 
jefty, and the fortrefs to be garriloned by his regular’ 
forces. His orders were to deliver the pofleflion of the! 
fort to fuch officer as general Gage thould direét to. take | 
the command of it. The information excited a fufpi- | 
cion in the aflembly, who defpaired of obtaining ma! 
removal to Bofton by perfifting in a refufal to: do} 
buGnefs; the leaders therefore procured this vote 3" 
< Refolved, that next Wednelday (OCtober 3) be ob- | 
ferved by the two houfes as a day of prayer, to feck the) 
Lord 
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|.ord for his direétion. and bleffing,” which went up to 
he council, and was unanimoufly concurred. Men of 
profane caft are too prone to ridicule relizion, becaufe 
Nf its being thus miade a ftalkingtiorfe to ferve the pur- 

| oles of politicians. Would they confine their wit and 

, aire to the parties offending, the correction would be 
Jroper. But let not the well-intentioned and undefien- 

| 1g children of devotion, be charged with hypocritical 
'pnting, becaufe they are impofed upon and duped by 
ppe fubtilty of guides, who, like moft thorough-paced 
joliicians, ean change themfelves into angels of light, 
nat they may Sac, their devices. 

The houfe refolved to proceed to bufinefs fori ab- O%, 
plute neceffity, protefting againft the reftraint the ge- 9% 
Pleral court was held under to do it out of Bofton, A 
|w days after, they fent to the lieutenant governor to’ 
Jnow whether he held the command of the Cafe. “If 
Jie cuftody and government of that fortrefs;” faid they, 
jis now lodged with the military power, independent 

| the fapreme civil magiftrate within this jurifdiGion, 
Jis fo effential an alteration of the conftitution as mutt 
\fly alarm a free people.” His anfwer was fo worded, 

} to leave the affembly, in general, ground for con- 
ading, that the military in the caftle were dependent 
yon himfelf the fame as were the provincials. When 

| delivered it up, fie repaired thither, fent for the 
}ys, and upon colonel Da/rymple’s coming into the ftate 

om with his officers; gave them. to him, and lodged 
‘th him the cuftody and government of the fort ; 
‘jt retained fome trifling appearances of fuperiorcom- 
Jand. He foon learnt however, that he could not 

| Vou. I. x come 
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ome at a flag when in want of it, or even*oars for s 

me without ‘applying to general Gage.- - | 
Nov, Lhe reprefentatives refolved, that the merchants hay) } 
6. ing receded from their non-importation agreement, &q 
they would difcourage ,prodigality, ,extravagance, and | 

the ufe of foreign fuperfluities ; and promote induftr ] 
frugality, and. their-own manufaCtures in the feverd| 


towns. they reprefenteds-; 0. mt. 

7. They: appointed a committee of eqrrelpendaill 
communicate intelligence to the agent and others in Gred | 
Britain, and to. the. fpeakers of the feveral affemblig, 
through the continent, or fuch committees as they: hav} 
appoifted or may appomts - Nats | 
Before the lieutenant governor seurbatel chenad si 
obferved to therm, that cee. tide had difcovered a refo | 
lution to. xemove unneceflary ebftacles, they had don} 
more. bufinefs,: notwithftanding all the jnconveniencie 
from the place of holding the court; which they had infifte 
upon, than he remembered to have been done in the lik. 
{pace of time, fince he had fhared in public affairs. 

i771 Phe following {pring feffien. produced nothing ver’ 
material, but-afforded: hira the -pleafing opportunity ¢ 
acquainting® the general court, in form, of his being ap 
pointed captain general and commander in chief oye 
the province. ‘The council prefented a congratulate: 
addrefs, and: expreffed their fatisfaction at his appoint 
ment. Uspen the queftion in the houfe of affembl; 
whether to appoint: a committee to. prepare an addref 
there was’ a negative. The houfe however, afterwat, 
requefted: the removal of the, general. court to Bofto. 
which was not-granteds) 6 ia ae | 


Roig : in + 


| 
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| They met, as the year before, at Cambridge. ' In three May 
yecks the aflembly protefted againft his excellency’s 79. 
)nvening them there, and afterward appointed a com- 
ittee of correfpondence. 

‘The governor informed the houfe, that ty his ma- July 
bys inftruction, he was forbidden giving his confent * 
)fuch an aét as fubjeéts the officers of the crown to 
taxed, by the affeffors in the towns where they refide, 

E} the profits which they receive from their commits 
as, although their offices have no relation to the pro~ 
Bice, fo that the tax-bill muft be qualified, 

WThe houfe, by meflage, expreffed their furprife and Ss 
rm at the reafon affiened for his not affenting to the. 

| -bill, and faid, “ We know of no commiffioners of | 

| majefty’s cuftoms, nor of any revenue his majefty. 
a right to efta blith in North America. We know 

i feel a tribute levied and exterted from thofe, who, 
\-hey Hos ee have aright to the abfolute dif: 

Wal of it.’ ay 
ad it been known, how infignificant the taxes were | 
ich the officers of the crown were required to, Pays. 

is hard to conceive how wifdom could have dictated. 

Wh inftruétion, and have ventured to cive a freth dif. | 

it to thofe, who were fie too much irritated, 
Hiwever, the governor’s inftructions did not oblige: 

i) to confine the general court to Cambridge, and he. 
ihe have removed them to Bofton; but by fhowing a 
innefs in oppofing their defires, while they protefted 
Winft the reftraint they were under, he meant to re- 
tlamend himfelf to the miniftry. By the fame inten- 

i) he was induced, in a great meafure, to refufe his 

bi fent to the grants made to Mr, Bellan and Mr. De 

» Cs io. Berdta ) 
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Berdt’s executors by this affembly, as he had done || 
refpeét to thofe made by the preceding. — Thefe refufy ' 
ferved to keep up the animofity. | 

The difpofition to import goods into the Maflach 
fetts, in defiance of the laws of revenue and trade, a { 
to fupport fuch praétices by open violences upon i 
officers, whofe duty it was to carry the laws into exeq’ 
tion, broke Out upon many occafions ; and as uly) 
the magiftrates declined giving their affiftance and fy} 
port, being in principle oppofed to fuch laws, as fy § 
damentally defective in point of reCtitude. The I) 
difpofition to import goods prevailed in the other co. 
nies; but there was no call to go into the like oj] 
violences. | | 

Mr. Otis jun. was carried off in a poft-chaife, bo 
hand and foot, his reafoning powers being wholly 


ranged. This calamity, which fomewhat leffens _ 
weight of oppofition to minifterial meafures, is to | 
imputed, not to any effects of the affray with Mr.) 
binfon, but rather to the high tone given to ‘his anit} 
frame by the ftrength of his paffions, and a failure 
the point of temperance. The fons of liberty we | 
have fultained an exceffive lofs, had this event tal 


place in the early ftage of the oppofition ; but the ti: 
had brought fo many able perfons of fimilar fentim" 
into the general court, who had been in training for ye 
and were converfant with the political managemen’| 
public bufinefs, that the plans of the Maffachufetts a! 
governmental party fuffered no derangement. 
An opportunity now offers of mentioning, that | 

Alexander Gilmour baronet, and George Dempfter / 
were the gentlemen who fo nobly diftinguifhed thy 

Bae fe. 
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jves by voting for the’ repeal of the ftamp-act, while 

) the other Scotch members prefent voted pene it. 

Jee p. 204 at the top. ]~ 

After what has been written and tranfmitted, you will 

ice yourfelf under an obligation to return me fpeedy 
ormation of all that is doing in Great Britain, rela- 
| ¢ to the American colonies. 


\ 
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Roxbury, Fune 25,177 3- 


) HE annual elections of the Maffachufetts were in 1442, 


favor of the friends to colonial liberty ; but the ; 
ite of Mr. Oris’s mind neceffarily occafioned his being 

Wt out of the lift of the Bo/ton reprefentatives. 

| The general court ftill met at Cambridge, but the go- ites 
cnor adopted a conciliating meafure, in declining to 2* 

| pative Mr. Hancock, who was again chofen one of the 
uncil. He had been repeatedly chofen, and tll now 

4 repeatedly negatived; he declined however, taking 

fs feat at the board, choofing to remain in the affembly 
jone of the Bofton members, 

y Mr. Hutchinfon acquainted the houfe, in anfwer to a June 
eflage, that his majefty had made provifion for his 13+ 
Jpport ; and then, after requiring the opinion and fo 
ce of the council, upon their oaths, whether he might 

pw remove the general court to Bofton, confiftent with 
j Pp the» ™ 
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the fignification of his majefty’s pleafure to himy<a 

receiving their unanimous opinion and advice ip t} | 

affirmative, adjourned them to meet at Bofton. — 

might have afked and ECEOITES that very a Gy lo} 
before. 

A committee having been appointed to conten | 

matter of the governor’s fupport being provided for | 

the king, reported and obferved,. ““ That the king 

July providing for the eee: of the governor is a moft da|| ; 

FOr gerous innovation. It is a meafure whereby not oj, 

the right of the general affembly of this province is J) 

{cinded, but the higheft indignity is thrown upon it. 

is an infraction of the charter in a material point, where) 

a moft important truft is wrefted out of the hands of t 

general affembly.” And the houle, the fame day, q 

-. 'clared by:a meflage to the- governor, “ That the ma | 

-ing provifon for his excellency’s fupport, independe 

of. the grants and.aéts of the general aflembly, and |) 

excéllency’s receiving the fame, is an. infraction up’ 

fhe rights of the inhabitants granted by the- royal che) 


The payment of the governors by the crown,.is td 
relithed by. the colonies, as it makes them entirely 4) 
pendent upon that, and wholly independent. of the pe 
ple, and provincial affemblies; and as. it deftroys ( 
mautu al. ch eck which each branch of the legiflatyre oug| 
to have upon the others, and that balance of “pow 
which is. effential to all free governments, It will be 
new fource.of complaint.. On the other hand, the « 
fair which has happened. in ‘the Rhode Iland governmne 
will prove a frefh provocation to miniftry, and tend | 
fix them in their plans refpecting the colonies. | 


Lie! 
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E | ae ‘Dadiigton thé-€ormmander. of the late 
\rmed “‘{choonér the Ga/pze, had been remarkably aifi- 
‘uous in fupporting the-laws againft fnuggling, and in 
Hearching after contraband-goods, by which -he had given 
‘reat offence.’ He had alfé brought upon bivnfelé the 
Nefentments of many; by firing) at the Providence packets 
employed in’ tranfportine goods ahd pafiengers “froma 
Whence to Newport,.and vice “eg in order.to oblige the 
Hnafters to take down their colours, and by chafing them 
iven-into-the’ dotksiwhen it had been: refufed.. The 
Providence packet coming up as ufual with colours flying 

nd company on board, probably a party of :pleafure, 

Sis frequent in the ftmmer feafon, and refufing to take 
hem down, the lieutenant fired a fhot, which beine June 
lifregarded he chafed. It was near upon or quitehioh * 


ee 
5 pe 
+, 


vater. [he packet ftood in with the land as clofe’as 
Honfitted with fafety, defiening that the Ga/pee fhould 
te run a-ground in the chaie. The defign fueceeded. 
Pie Gafpee was foon faft, and could not ftir, the tide 
javing done flowing. The packet proceeded to town. 
‘he fituation of the Gafpee ‘and refentment againft the 
fommander, excited the thought of attacking and de- call 
Mtroying her. Mr. Foha Brown, a confiderable merchant “s 
4f Providence, was the principal in the “bufinefs: Cap- | 
Main Whipple was immediately rreimpiered to beat up for 
Volunteers, and a number offered and engaged to go 
Iipon any fervice for which they were wanted. Several 
Avhale boats were*procured and filled with armed men. 
| . Brown accompanied them in’ the’ éxpedition.’. ‘Cap- 
| fin Whipple, as they proceeded; “obferved te--Mr: 
Brown, that he-might lofe his liftj-and that heshad a 
amily, and therefore he required that -care fhould» be 
| 3 Xx 4 taken 
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taken of them in cafe of his-death. Mr. Bioam engage|. 
to do it fhould that happen. About two o'clock in th)! 
morning, they boarded and carried the fchooner, as thi 
lay a-ground about feven miles below Providence. Mi 
Brown was himfelf the firfi on board, ‘The heutenar: 
was wounded, He and the crew were put on fhore, an 
every thing valuable belonging to him, was taken ou) 
and faved for him ; after which the Galpee, with all he ' 
ftores, was burned.: 

Though a reward of five hundred Botta) il 
with a pardon, if claimed by an accomplice, has bee): 
offered by proclamation for difcovering and apprehend, 
ing any of the perfons concerned; yet the cormmifli 
oners appointed to try the matter, have tranfmieted ac 
counts to miniftry, that they can ebtain no evidence. \ 


a= Se 


any ene had wifhed to give evidence, that he might g¢ 
the reward ; yet the thought that he fhould rifk his life: 
or be obliged to fly the country and become a perpetua’ 
exile, would naturally have overcome fuch propenfity! 
Tt was too hazardous to turn informer. Some who wer! 
fecured, in expectation that they would give intelligence! 


were affifted by the populace in making their efcape | 
before any thing material could be learnt from them’ by 
the commiffioners. ' 

Governor Hutchinfon and his adherents having been 4 
to reprefent the party in oppofition, as only an uneafi! 
factious few in Bofton, while the body of the people wer 
quite contented; Mr. Samuel Adams was thereby induced té 
vilit Mr. James Warren of Plymouth. After converfing 
upon the fubjeét, the latter propofed to originate anc| 
eftablith committees of correfpondence in the fevera. 
towns of the colony, in order to learn the ftrength 4) 
3 | the 
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vne friends to’ the rights of the continent, and to unite 
nd inereafe their force. Mr. Samuel Adams returned 
) Bofton, pleafed with the propofal, and communicated 
ie fame to his confidents. Some doubted whether the 
Hheafure would profper, and dreaded a difappointment 
Which might injure the caufe of liberty. But it was con- 
tuded to proceed. The prime managers were about 
x in number; each of whom when {feparate, headed a 
ivifion ; the feveral individuals of which, collected and 
Hid diftin& fubdivifions. In this manner the political 
Hingine has been conftruéted. The different parts are 
Jot equally good and operative. Like other bodies, its 
Jompofition includes numbers who act mechanically, as 
Phey are preffed this or that way by thofe who judge for 
hem; and divers of the wicked, fitted for evil prac-. 
Ices: when the adoption of them is thought neceffary to 
Jarticular purpofes, and a part of whofe creed it is, 
nat in political matters the public good is above every 
ther eonfideration, and that all rules of morality when 
1 competition with it, may be fafely difpenfed with. 
When any important tranfaction is to be brought for- 
Yard, ic is thoroughly confidered by the prime mana- 
Jers. If they approve, each communicates it to his 
Jwn divifion; from thence, if adopted, it paffes to the 
‘:veral fubdivifions, which form a general meeting in 
‘rder to canvafs the bufinefs. The prime managers be- 


ig known only by few to be the promoters of it, are 


jefired to be prefent at the debate, that they may give 
neir opinion when it clofes. If they obferve, that the 
vollected body is in general ftrongly againft the meafure 
ney wifh to have carried, they declare it to be im- 
j toper: is it oppofed by great numbers, but not warmly, 
aa they 
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a 


-moft {pirited pieces were publithed, and an alarm {pread 


_ they aes they proceed to a report upon the: natur: 


_ tith parliament’s having aflumed the power of legifla 


revenue, to the governor, the judges of the fuperic 
court, the king’s attorney and foli¢itor general. Th 
report was accepted ; copies. Byndcs and. fix hundre 


sleds HESTOR YS OP: Tweet 


they advife to a re-confideration at another meéting, 
prepare for its being then adopted; if thé sii 
not confiderable, either in number or weight of perfont 
they give their reafons, and then recommend the adoq 


tion of the meafure. ‘The principal actors are deter} | 
mined upon fecuring the liberties of their county, | 


J 
i 
} 


perifbing } in the attempt. | 
‘The news of his maijefty’s granting falaries: to th) 

juftices of the, fuperior court, afforded them’ a fair’ ‘op 

portunity for executing the plan of eftablifhing con | 


mittees of correfpondence through the colony. « FE | 


that the granting fuch falaries tended rapidly to complet 
the fyftem of their flavery. i 

A town meeting was called, and a committee of cot 
refpondence appointed, to write circular. letters ‘toa! 
the towns in the province, and to induce them to: unit 
in meafures. ‘The committee made a report, contain 
ing feveral refolutions contradictory to the fupremacyc 
the Britith legiflature. After fetting forth, that aliamne 
have aright to remain in a ftate of nature: as long! 2 


rights of the colonifts as men, chriftians and fubjeéts 
and then form a lift of infringements and violations C 
their rights. They enumerate and dwell upon the Bri 


tion for the colonies in all cafes whatever—the appoint ; 


ment of a number of new officers to fuperintend the re 
venues—the granting of falaries out of the America | 


circu 
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circulated through. the. towns. and..diftridts. of the pro- 
vince; with.a pathetic letter addrefied to the inhabitants, 
who. were called upon not to doze any longer,. or fit fu- 
pinely in indifference, while the iron hand of -oppreffion 
was daily tearing the choicett fruits from. the. fair-tree of 
liberty... The circular letter requefted of each, town a 
free communication of fentiments on the fubjects of the 
Jreport, and .was directed to the felect men, who were 
defired to. lay the fame before a town meeting 


| 
| 


e, which 
has been generally. practifed, and the proceedings of the 
town upon,.the bufinefs have been tranfmitted to the 
committee at. Bofton. This committee have their par- 
ticular correfpondents in the feveral. towns,.who upon ©. 
receiving any {pecial information, are ready to fpread it 
with  difpatch among the..inhabitants, - It confifts- of 
twenty-one perfons, 7 heterogeneous qualities and. pro» 
feffions. The governor, in expectation of exciting pre» 
judice; and fixing a figma upon them, their connec- 
tions and proceedings, has, written to a, gentleman ‘in 
power, “* Strange that & government, which within a 
century, would fuffer no perfon, to be free of the com- 
nonwealth, who was not one of their church. members, 
fhould now take for their leaders, men,..who openly con= 
emn all religion, and fhould join deacons and. atheitts 
in one truft;. and that they fhould be infligated to. this 
sy. fome of the clergy, who make the higheft pretences 
‘9 devotion; .and yet the {pirit of political party pro- 
duces all this,’’ He would gladly receive them all into 
pis own arms,, and. be devoutly. thankful for them, 
were they to-change fides and join. in fupporting his ad- 
jniniftration. But he has unwarily acknowledged, that 
phe government, or, the great body off the people: in 
their 


. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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their legiflative and ruling capacity are in the oppofition, | 
which therefore cannot confift merely of a few factious 
jeaders; and he appears not to have recollected, that men} 
of oppofite principles and characters will unite heart and| 
hand, in keeping off a general calamity, which will j in-| 
volve them all in one and the fame ruin. The towne] 
in general have chofen committees of correfpondence, 
and refolved ina ftile agreeable to the wifhes of the Bot, 
tonians. But the refolutions have not been alway drawn) 
up by the townfmen. An inhabitant of Peterfbam ap-, 
plied to that worthy and difinterefted fon of liberty, 
Mr. Quincy, whom you will recolleé&t to have been of the 
council for captain Prefton and the foldiers, for his af 
fiftance, and was furnifhed with the following draft: in~ 
tended for Bofton, excepting the introduction and the 
paragraphs marked with a ftar, which were added 4 
fome other perfon. | i 


1773- Ata meeting of the freeholders and other iifiabieadi 


Jan. 
A» 


of the town of Peterfbam in the county of Worcefler, 
duly affembled according to law, held by adjournment. 
on the 4th of January 1773, the committee chofen the 
3oth aif. made the following report, viz. “ The town 
having received a circular letter from the town of Bo/-’ 
ton, refpecting the prefent grievances and abominable. 
oppreffions under which this country groans, have there- 
upon taken into their moft ferious confideration, the 
prefent policy of the Britifh government and admini- 
ftration, with regard to Great Britain and thefe colonies ; 
have carefully reviewed the mode of election, and the 
quality of the electors of the commons of that ifland ' 
and have alfo attentively reflected upon the enormou! 


and growing influence of the crown, and that bane 0} 


1 
f 
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: all free flates, a ftanding: army in the time of peace; 
Jand in confequence thereof are fully confirmed in opi- 
‘nion, that the ancient rights of the nation are capitally 
invaded, and the greateft part of the moft precious and 
eftablithed liberties of Englifbmen utterly deftroyed :-—~ 
JAnd whereas the parliament of Great Britain, by va- 
: rious ftatutes and acts, have unrighteoufly diftrefled our 
\trade, denied and precluded us from the fetting up and 
| carrying on manufactures highly beneficial to the inha- 
) bitants of thefe territories; reftricted and prevented our 
lawful intercourfe and commerce with other ftates and 
kingdoms; have alfo made laws and inftitutions touch- 
ing life and limb, in difherifon of the ancient common 
law of the Jand; and moreover have in thefe latter times, 
robbed and plundered the honeft and laborious inhabi~ 
Jtants of this extenfive continent of their property, by 
}mere force and power; and are now draining this peo- 
ple of the fruits of their toil, by thus raifing a revenue 
from them, againft the natural rights of man, and in 
open violation of the laws of God. 

} This town in union with the worthy inhabitants of 
Bofton, now think it their indifpenfable duty to confider 
of the premifes and the prefent afpect of the times, and 
to take fuch fteps as upon mature deliberation, are 
| judged right and expedient, and hereupon this town 

| Refolved, That, with a governor appointed from Great 
| Britain (efpecially at this day) during pleafure, with a 
\large ftipend, dependant upon the will of the crown, 
Jand controlled by inftructions from a Britifh minifter of 
\ftate, with a council fubjet to the negative of fuch a 
‘governor, and with all officers civil and military fubject 
)t0 his appointment or confent, with a caftle in the hands 
| of 
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of a ftanding army, ftationed in the very bowels of the} 
land; and that amazing number of placemen and ded’ 
pendants, with which every maritime town already 
fwarms, no people can ever be truly virtuous,. free, or] 
brave: ET | 

‘Refolved, That the parliament of Great eer vs | 
ing and exercifing a legiflative authority over, and-ex:| 
torting an unrighteous revenue from thefe colonies, is! 
againft all divine and human laws. ‘The late appoints 
ment of falaries to be paid to-our fuperior court judges,|| 
whofe creation pay and commiffion depend on mere willl] 
and pleafure, completes a fyftem of bondage, equal te : 
any ever fabricated, by the combined - efforts of the ins) 
genuity, malice, fraud and wickednefs of man: 

* Refolved, That it is the opinion of this town; that | 
a defpotic arbitrary government is the kingdom of this’ 
world, as fet forth in the New Teftament, and is dia 
metrically oppofite to the eftablifhment of Chriftianity. 
in a fociety, and has a direct tendency to fink a people 
into a profound ftate of ignorance and irreligion ; and’ 
that, if we have an eye to our own and pofterity’s hap- 
pinefs (not only in this world, but the world to: come) 
it is our duty to oppofe fuch a government ¢ { 

* And further refolved, That the depriving the colo, 
nies of their conftitutional rights, may be fitly ¢ com- 
pared to the difmembering the natural body, which 


} 
my 


will foon affeét the heart; and'it would be nothing un- | 
expected for us to hear, that thofe very perfons, who | 
have been fo active-in robbing the colonies of their cons | 
ftitutional rights, have alfo delivered’ up thé con | 
ftitution of our mother country into: the hands» of our 
King a ete | 

. There- 
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| 


cial duty-of this’ people, to confider of, and feek ways 
id means, for a fpeedy redrefs of thefe mighty griev- 
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Therefore refolved, That it is the firft and highett 


ces and intolerable wrongs ; and that for the obtain- 
x of this end, this people are warranted, by the laws 
‘God and nature, in the ule of every rightful art cies 
ergy of policy, ftratagem and force. 
* And while we are thus under thefe awful frowns of _ 
vine Providence, and involved as this people are in’ ' 
avy calamities, which daily incteafe | in number and “ 
rerity, it is highly becoming towns and individuals to 
mble themfelves before Alntighty God, ‘ferioufly. to 
mmune with their own hearts, . and. feek carefully with — 
is, for’ the caufes of the prevailing diftrefies of the” 
id; and while it is apparent, that piiftine piety and 
rity of morals, have given place to infidelity, diffipa= 
n, luxury, and srofs corruption Of mind ‘and morals, 
re is a loud call for public humility, ‘lamentings and 
ormation ; and it is at this time eminently mauimnbent 
one and all, to feek at the throné of the Great God 
thofe fpecial and remarkable interpofitions of divine 
ovidence, grace and mercy, which have fo often faved 
-w England from both public and private diftrefs and, 
fery: and as there is great reafon to believe, that in 
& times we have too much depended upon the exer- 
ns of worldly wifdom and political devices, it be~ 
Mes us in our prefent melancholy fituation, to rely no 
iwer onan arm of flefh, but on the arms of that all- 
werful God, who is able to unite the numerous inha-' 
ants of this extenfive territory, as a band of brothers 
one common caufe-who can eafily give that true re- 
ion, which fhall make us his people indeed; that 
: Spirit 


| 
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will {tir up witneffes of the truth; and in his own tims 
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fpirit, which fhall fi¢ us to endure temporal hardfhips f 
the proctirement of future happinefs; that fpirit of valg 
and irrefiftible courage, which fhall occafion our aged 
and our youth to jeopard their lives with joy, in th} 
hich places of the field, for his name and fervice fakq 
for the prefervation alfo of this goodly heritage of oul 
fathers, for the fake of the living children of our loins, 
a the unborn millions of pofterity. | 

We believe that there are very many; who in thefl 
Sie have kept their integrity and garments unfpotted| 
and hope that God will deliver them and our nation fo.) 
their fake. God will not fuffer this land, where the gof 
pel hath flourifhed, to become a flave of the world; hi, 


III 


fpirit his people to ftand up for his caufe, and delive) 
them. In a fimilar belief, that patriot of patriots th. 
great Algernon Sidney lived and died, and dying breathe 
a like fentiment and prophecy, touching his own an, 
the then approaching times, a prophecy however ao 
accomplifhed until a glorious revolution. 

Approved of by vote of the town, without cont 


diction. 4 
Sytvanus How, per order. 
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The governor, inftead of over-looking in his fpeech 
the proceedings of the towns, has been induced b 
them to broach the difpute about the fupremacy of th 
parliament ; and has fallen into the fnare, which proba 
bly fome of the politicians laid for him, expecting to ge. 
the majority of the general court to declare againit it it 
He defigned to recommend himfelf to the miniftry by 
obtaining a victory; but they will not thank him fo 
iner caling their embarraflments. | 


e 
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ith fome preceding and fucceedigg nts of: parliament, 
ibjecting the colonies to taxes without their confent, 
as the original caufe of all the uneafinefs that has hap- 
ened fince, and has occafioned alfo an inquiry into the 
Jituresand extent of the inal by pony bli were 
; ae | : Kot aaah, 
This was the truth. | When a Bassip-aft le place, 
fome people, under the notion of zeal for liberty, 
in into the moft exceffive licentioufnefs, and. were guilty 
one place and another of the moftlawle&, unjutt, and 
rannical proceedings; fuch as pulling down and. de- 


oying houfes, -abufing perfons, endangering’. men’s 
res, deftroying their property, breaking windows, de- 
rering prifoners out of the hands of juttice, putting 
any. into. great fear, all contrary to, the laws of the 
ovince:. but there was nothing of this kind before*.” 
2 me add, that. in all my reféarches, not an faeice 
s occurred to me of the mob’s having been the death 
a fingle individual, though they, might have pro- 
eded to the moft. criminal.lengths ‘alfo, -had they not 


‘e that fatal act, there was not a more loyal, orderly, 
Nd peaceable people, than the Americans in general, 
‘ough the whole Britith empire. All ranks and con- 
jcions gloried in their connection with Great Britain; 
oiced in her friendfhip and protection ; and furophed 
her profperity.. 

Toward the.clofe of their anfwer, the houfe of affem- 
Wy exprefied.a concern at their having been reduced by 
> fpeech to the unhappy alternative, either of appear- 
-.* The Rey. Mr, Whitney’ s difcourfes on the publig falttis! oes 
Vou. I | , ie ing 


a3 at 


Thé council in: their anfwer,, faid,. “The ftamp-act Jaa. 


25. 


en gratified or diverted from their purfuits.. But-be- - » 
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ing by their filence to acquiefce in the governor’s fen} 
ments as to the fupremacy of parliament, or of freq. 
difcuffing the point. The houfe might be concerne} 
but the leaders were pleafed with the opportunity. T 
governor replied ; and the houfe in their rejoinder tq, 
him, « Although the colony may have fubmitted f 
Jfilentio to fome atts of parliament, that they conceiy)| 
might operate for their benefit, they did not conceil, 
themfelves bound by any of its acts, which they judg) 
would operate to the injury of individuals.” The pe 
ple at large believe, that the houfe has the beft of ¢, 
argument, and are confirmed in their oppofition to t 
claims of parliament. | a 
The houfe voted the ufual falaries to the judgés 
the fuperior court early in the feffion, The govern 
delayed giving his affent to the grants ; which produc.’ 
a meflage to him requefting his making known the d 
ficulty that prevented his affenting; to this it was a. 
fwered, that he had recetved information, that his rm 
jefty had been pleafed to order falaries to be allowed | 
‘the juftices of the fuperior courts, &c. By this anf, 
the houfe gained the opportunity of fending a feco. 
meffage, in which they expreffed their refentment at t| 
many attémpts made, éffectually to render null and vc 
thofe claufés in their charter, upon which the freed¢ 
of their conttitution depends; and faid that they wi’ 
more and more convinced, that it had been the defi. 
of adminiftration to introduce an arbitrary governm( 
into the province. They declared at the clofe, th: 
impatience to know, “ that the juftices will utterly | 
fufe ever to accept of fupport in a manner fo juftly ¢ 
noxious to the people of the province, it being’repy 
: Sian J gh: 
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‘ant to the charter, and utterly inconfiftent with the 
\fety of the rights, liberties, and properties of the peo- 


To add the greater weight. to their fentiments, 


id make them the more regarded by all perfons, they 
Ime to feveral refolves refpecting the falaries and the Mar, 
Ndges: among the reft, ‘ that their dependence on the a 


own, efpecially while they hold their commiffions dur- 


Ye pleafure, tends to the fubverfion of yuftice and 


{uity, and to introduce oppreffion and defpotic power: 
id that while they hold during pleafure, any who fhall 
cept of and depend upon the pleafure of the crown 
t his fupport, independent of the grants.of the general 
yart, will difcover that he is an.enemy to the conftitu- 
yn, and has it in his heart to promote the eas sees 
an arbitrary government in the province.” 
The meafures purfued on each fide the Atlantic are 
it calculated to promote harmony. 


Oat sdb Ro va fe 


| London, Auguft 7, 1773, 
Frrenp G, i 


7 OU will receive from me, without further appli- 
‘cation, regular accounts of what is doing on this 
e the Atlantic, in relation to the colonies, 


"The burning of the Ga/pee fchooner near Providence, 


3 given the chief rife to “ An aé for the better fe- 
Yee curing 
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- curing his majefty’s dock yards, magazines, bess | 
munition, and ftores.” If the button of a marine’s'cq), 
the oar of a cutter’s boat, or the head ofa cafkl) 
longing to the fleet, are included under the co}, 


all the reft is, that the aét is extended to the colon}, 


jefty, his heirs or fucceffors, in any fhire or count : 
' Great Britain. Your own feélings will furnifh you 1) 
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| 


¥ 


prehenfive term /fores, then according to the aét, a pj: 
fon wilfully and malicioufly deftroying, or aiding'a| 
affifting in deftroying the fame, ‘is to fuffer «death |1 
being conviéted. But what will affect you more tl 


’ 
and fubjeéts a perfon to a trial at the pleafure of his n+ 
1 


the beft comment on this new extenfion’ of parhiament } 
_ power. te Lee i 
The fatiportine of ie: shocabity * wnt eR was | 

: only caufe.affigned by ttie.minifter himfelf, for me 
the tea duty, at the very time when ‘he acknowledge | 
to be as anti-commercial a tax, as any of thofe wh ] 
he had repealed upon that principle. It now appt | 
that government. had fomething.more.in contemplati 
The Eaft India Company, feeling the bad effets: 
the colonial fmuggling trade (occafioned by the retent | 
ef the Guty) in the large quantities of tea which 
mained in their warehoufes unfold, requefted the re}. 
of the three-pence per pound in America, and offe 
that, upon its being complied with, government, fh 
retain fix-pence in the pound on the exportation.) 
. the -compariy prefented the happieft opportunity wl 
- could have offered, for honorably removing the caut| 
difference with America. «Here. was an opening | 
doing right, without infringing the claims on either ! 


| 


~The company afked, and their fituation required:re| 


te etn way 
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_»could. not be alleged, that it was done at the inftance 
American difcontent. The minifter was requefted _ 
| id. intreated, by a gentleman of great weight i in the. 
pmpany, anda member of parliament, to embrace the 
bp pportunity ; but it has been rejected. New contri- 
\ inces have besis fet on foot to introduce the tea, at. " 


1 ins intrigues a folicitations have been ufed to in- 

] sce the chairman and deputy chairman, to undertake 
‘jis rath and foolifh bufinefs. It has been oS 
)jyainft as contrary to the principles of the company’s 

a .opoly. but ‘the power of miniftry has prevailed ; 
“jad the infignificant three-penny duty on tea is doomed 

» be the fatal bone of contention between Great Britain 
jad America, A bill-has been paffed into an act, for May 
_pabling the company to export their own teas. In con- ete 
Hjquence of it, they, have adopted the fyftem, “and are 
"jecome their own factors. ‘They, have come to a. refo-_ 
jition of fending 600 chefts of tea to Philadelphia, the. 
H\ke quantity to New York. and Bofton, befide what is: 

4 efigned for other places : : feveral fhips are accordingly 
yeighted for different colonies, and agents oct 
pr the difpofal of the commodity. 

i. The feveral colonies will undoubtedly “confider the 
‘heme as calculated merely to circumvent them into a. 

! ompliance with the revenue law, and thereby to open | 
xe door for an unlimited taxation ; for if taxation can 
ue eftablifhed in this inftance, it will be extended to’ 
thers. Confequences will not fail to convince the mi- 
gifter, that it would have been far more eligible to have 

\ pea the duty; than in this way to ae tpt its efta- 

) ¥ 3 “blifhment.” 


a? 


Tye WIS TORY, Os Tite 


blifament. It will be needlefs for me to affure you, tha, 
you may upon all occafions, command the affiftance o} 


Your, ce 


N.B. Some of the captains have refufed to take thi’ 
tea on board. 


LB eT Re t 


Roxbury, March 28, 1774. || 


Bees you have an account of the America 
proceedings in refpect to the teas of the Eaft 
India Company, you muft be prefented with fome mat. 

ters of an earlier date. 5 
‘773. The Boftonians perfifted in difcovering on every oc! 
cafion, a determined oppofition to minifterial meafures 
Twelve days before the election day the town refolved 
« That if the council apply for Faneuil-hall for +’ | 
dine in on the anniverfary election day, the felect me! 
fhall not grant it but upon the exprefs conditions, tha 
neither the commiffioners of the cuftoms, nor their at’ 
tendants, nor the officers of the army, and navy, ftatione: 
here for the purpofe of enforcing uncontftitutional act 
of parliament by military execution, be invited.” 4 
has been an eftablifhed cuftom for the governor, counci 


and many other gentlemen, to dine there on that day 
bu 


VLAY 
14. 
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‘ut the refolve prevented an application, and occafioned 
heir dining elfewhere, with the commiffioners and offi- 


Jers. 

| Whether the votes of Bofton fent to Virginia, as the 
Jatriots fay, or their own private letters might or might 
jot lead to it, the houfe of burgeffes refolved, in the 
‘eginning of March, to maintain an intercourfe with 
he fifter colonies. They therefore appointed a com- 
aittee of eleven perfons, “ whofe bufinefs it fhould be. 
5 obtain the moft early and authentic intelligence of all 
‘uch aéts and refolutions of the Britifh parliament, or pro= - 
‘eedings of adminiftration, as may relate to or affect the 
‘ ‘ritifh colonies, and to keep up and maintain a correfpon- 

J ence and communication with their fifter colonies.” “They 
Jaen refolved, ‘* That their fpeaker tranfmit to the fpeakers 
'/f the different affemblies their refolutions to be laid before 
heir affemblies, and requefting their appointing commit- 
lees.” Nothing could be more acceptable to the Ma/ffachu- 
‘its affembly. It was the firft particular bufinefs they en- May 
Jered upon when they met. They came to feveral re- *"” 
volves, and were careful in the firft to fpeak highly in 
raife of Virginia. They appointed a committee of 
ifteen members, and direéted them ‘“‘ to prepare a cir- 
‘sular letter to the fpeakers, requefting them to lay the 
“ame before their refpective affemblies, in confidence 
“hat they will comply with the wife and falutary refolves 
of the houfe of burgeffes of Virginia.” Connecticut, 
Rhode Ifland, Maryland, and New Hamp fire, entered 
nto fimilar meafures : but the anfwer ordered by the 
New Hamp/bire affembly, to be given to the fpeakers of. 
Virginia and Rhode Jfand, was guardedly exprefled ; they 
gave affurance, that their fitter colonies might rely upon 
| nee their 


ee 
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their fincerely joining them in every conftitutional plan}, 
for fecuring the rights of :America. The inftitution off 
thefe committees tends greatly to unite the colonies, and}! 
to render. them more alert and formidable in refitting) 
the encroachments of miniftry. .They by this mean 
become early prepared to meet new and unexpected oc4_ 
currences; and are drawn in to look upon themfelves as! 
seal he interefted in each sage 4k wrk and oe com 
cerns. 

Aa event has sapped in the Maffachufetts ool 
has excited on the part.of the people, the utmott indig | 
nation and animofity; on the fide of the governor rand. 
others, the greateft confufion.: | 

» The agent, Dr. Franklin, has by fome t means yet un 
known, obtained and fent over to Mr. Bowdoin a num- 
ber of letters, to be communicated by him after perufal, 
to a few trufty gentlemen; viz. the: honorable James 
Pitts, Mr, Thomas Cufhing, Mr. Samuel Adams, Dr. 
Winthrop, Dr, Chauncy, and Dr. Cooper ; it is added). 
they are to be returned and put into the place whence, 
they were taken... The letters are figned Tha. Hutchin~ 
fon, And. Oliver, Ch. Paxton, Thomas Moffat; Robert 
Juchmuty, Nath, Rogers, George Rome. Though: they! 
were partly private and: confidential, they. were defigned! 
to procure public coercive meafures.; and tended to in- 
cenfe the: mother, country .againft her, colonies, aad by: 
the fteps recommended, ‘to widen the breach, which! 
they have undoubtedly effected... Their contents: were’ 
the fubject of converlatian’ and folicitous inquiry: till at! 
length Mr, Sam, Adams acquainted the affembly, that’ 
he had perceived the minds of the people to be gréatly’ 

sees with a prevailing. EY that letters. of an ex 
traordinary | | 


a Se SS ne 


| and. realy to Saha! idelacrestess of this aire fie 
vad obtained: certain letters, which with the confent of 
he gentleman-from whom he had received them, might 
pe read-in the houfe under certain’ reftrictons, namely, 
Vhat the faid letters be neither printed nor copied in * 
Whole or-in part : the propofal was confidered, and they 
Were read under the faid reftrictions. A committee of ’ 
Vhe whole houfe afterward reported,‘ that the tendency 
ind defign of faid letters was to overthrow the conftitu- 
‘ion of this government, and to introduce arbitrary 
sower into the province ;’—- Yeas 101, ENiays-5y 

| The reftriGtioris under which the letters were com- 
Jnunicated, were invalidated by contrivance ; and ina’ 
Week’s time, Mr. Hancock acquainted the houfe, that he June 
‘iad réceived copies of certain letters, which he ie 
bofed were copies of the letters before the houfe, and» 
\noved that they might be compared. The next day, : 10. 
ne of a committee appointed to confider fome means | 
vhereby the houfe might be honorably. and fully pof-: 
Yefled of the letters, reported, “ That Mr..S. Adams: 
‘vad acquainted him, that having’ converfed with the 
‘sentleman from. whom he-teceived the letters, he was: 
‘tuthorifed to inform the. houfe, that the faid gentleman 
‘onfented. (as he found that copies of faid letters were 
‘ready. abroad, and: had been: publicly read) that the 
joufe:fhould be fully poffefied of them, to: print, copy, 
or make what ufe of them they pleafed, relying on the: 
ioodnefs of ‘the houfe, that the original letters be re- 
vurned, they retaining attefted copies for their ufe.”- 
“Wir. S. Adams. being: called: upon, ‘declared the fame. 
‘At length the: gtleraby refolved to petition-the king to: 
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remove governor Hutchinfon and lieutenant governot 
Oliver for ever from the government of the province], 


letters upon the exprefs condition, that the board would’ 
by no means fuffer them to go out of their hands. The. 
council, complied with the infulting ftipulation aimediat | 
the governor; and upon his requiring the letters fo 4 
examination, refufed to deliver them into his hands, but 
fent a committee to open them before him, that he) 
might examine the hand-writing. T'o this indignity he; 
was obliged to fubmit, as well as to, the mortification) 
of acknowledging the fignature. After which they re: 
folved, « that the removal of the governor and lieute~) 
nant governor will be promotive of his majefty’s fer-. 


vice.” | 

The Bo/fon committee of correfpondence, that they,| 
might add weight to the doings of the general court, 
inclofed the governor’s letters and alfo the refolves of the: 
houfe,. in a fpirited circular letter, and fent them to the 
feveral town clerks through the province to be commu 
nicated to their refpective towns. ; 

The houfe of affembly in their petition and remon-: 
{trance to his majefty, charged the governor and lieute- 
nant governor with being betrayers of their trufts and: 
of the people they governed, and with giving private; 
partial, and falfe information; declared them enemies t¢: 


the colony; and prayed for juftice againft them and for 
their fpeedy removal. So prevalent was the refentment; 
that thefe charges with many others, were carried through 
by a majority of 82 to 12. : | 

To enter now upon the fubje& of the TEA. While 
the bill for allowing the Eaft-India Company to expory 
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it was in parliament, letters from Britain infinuated inte 
che minds of the colonifts, that a plan was laid to 
pring them into a inare; that a noble refiftance on this 
ocecafion would free them from the flavery intended for 
_|hem; that if this opportunity was loft they would never 
“jave another; and that if they fuffered the {hips to land 
“he tea and the duty to be paid, they would rivet their 
->ywn chains. The Britifh merchants have been alarmed - 
with the thought of the loffes, which muft neceffarily 
accrue to themfelves from the exportations of the eom- 
"any, and from the fales going through the hands of 
onfignees ; and have contributed to the ftrengthening 
bf that refiftance to which the people were already in- 
) clined, through their prevailing jealoufy at the referva- 
| ‘ion of the tea duty when the other duties were repealed. 
“The united oppofition of the colonies was to be fecured ; 
out the event was precarious. The Boffonians were 
‘\much fufpected by the fons of liberty in the other pro- 
jvinces, on account of the many goods which were im- 
" |ported into the town during the general non-importation 


1 agreement, and afterward of the teas contrary to the 
“agreement refpecting that article. New York and Phila- 
delphia had kept to the agreement, and had run all the 
‘teas that the market demanded: but there had been 
_ imported into Bofon, from the beginning of 1768 to the 
‘end of laft year, not lefs than 2714 chefts, by more than 
a hundred different péerfons. Mr. Hutchinfon and his 
fons were confiderable importers. It was evident that 
the body 6f merchants could not be depended upon. 
Mr. Thomas Mifflin of Philadelphia being at Bofton, put 
it therefore to the fons of liberty, when the teas were 
| expected, 
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expeéted; * Will you engage that they fhall not be land-] 
ed? If fo I will-anfwer for Philadelphia.” They pledged |) 


their honor. : | 


The inhabitants of Philadelphia affembled and unani- | 
moufly entered into various refolves, in which they cenfured- 
the refolution of the Eaft India company to fend out | 
their tea to America, fubjeét to the payment of duties. 


on its being landed, as an open attempt to enforce the 


minifterial plan, and a violent attack upon the liberties | 
of “America; and declared it to be the duty of every || 


American to oppofe this attempt, and that whoever 


fhould directly or indire@tly countenance it, was an enemy. 
to his country. They then fixed upon a committee to. 
wait on the gentlemen reported to be appointed to re~ , 
‘ceive and fell'the tea, and to requeft their refigning, . 


Within three days-the whole number refigned; Mefirs. 


Whartons and Brown without making the leaft difficulty; , 
the other two not, till the treatment they met with (on 
appearing at the coffee-houfe) for the fhuffling anfwer. 
they had given, convinced them that it was not fafe. 
trifling with the public opinion. Since this meeting, | 
the Botton fons of liberty have affured by letter the fons | 
of liberty at Philadelphia, that no tea fhall be landed. _ , 

At New York, when captain Sears and captain M‘Dou-. | 


gail heard that the tea was to be fent, they concluded 


that an oppofition to it.was neceflary, and agreed upon. 
contriving to unite the tea-{mugglers, the merchants,. 


and the fons of liberty in that fervice ; and that captain 
M:Dougall thould write againft the defign of introduc- 


ing and vending the tea agreeable to the minifterial plan, 
but fhould remain concealed as the author, A few of, 


each 


[ 


| 


ee 


RR i LEP mm Mam 


a 


} 
i 


Veach clafs were called together, ‘and the mode. of oppo- 


| proached for the arrival of the tea fhips, the publications te 
‘became more fpirited and threatening. An hand. bill Nov. : 
addrefféd to the friends. of liberty and commerce was * | 
circulated through the: city, calculated to. provoke re- 
fentment againft all the encouragers of the tea-plan. 


i 


fon who fhould accept a commiffion for the fale of the 


ther more, than.a week, there was publifheda paper 18. 
figned Legion, addreffed to the ftated pilots of the port, 


} and’ all others:whom, it might concern, -direCting’ them 
| how to proceed in reference to any tea.fhip, and requiring 
| them at their peril, to bring her no further than the 
Hook. In another paper, fighed the Adohawks, the tea 
hip is faid to be-laden with fetters, forged for them in 
Great Britain, and every vengeance is denounced againft 
| all perfons, who dare in‘any manner to contribute to the 


dow, captain Chatnbers, and the teathip arrived on the 
fame day; the former came up directly to the wharf, 


returned, by a,veffel ftationed there for the purpofe. On 


1 


Bees LKON taken 


.to an American duty. » Captain Chambers ventured. to 
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fition fettled. Publications, tending to fpread and in- ae 
creafe the alarm of imminent danger to the liberties of ah 
the country, appeared periodically. As the time~ap- ! 


Afterward written: papers were ftuck up at the coffee- g, 
houfe and other places, menacing deftruction to any per- 


Eaft India. company’s teas, or be an acceffary. In ra- 


introduction of ‘thefé chains. In December, the Lon- 


the ‘other remained-at. the Hook, and was watched till-the 
her arrival a committee: waited on the confignees, who 
-agreeable to-a former promife affured them, that. they 


would neither receive nor fell the tea, as it came liable 


_ bring, feventeen chefts ona ‘private account, which were 


 < 


taken and thrown overboard into the harbour. 
the company’s fhip came to the wharf, fhe would pro} 
bably have been burnt, for captain Sears and five other, 
had determined upon it, and provided themfelves wit} 
combuttibles for the purpofe. f 

At Philadelphia, printed papers were difperfed, warn| 
ing the Delaware pilots not to conduct any of the te) 
fhips into harbour, as they were only fent for the pur} 
pofe of enflaving and poifoning all the Americans ; an¢ 
at the fame time plainly intimating, that it was expected 
they would apply their knowledge’ of the river, unde} 
the colour of their profeffion, fo as effectually to fecuri, 
their country: from fuch an imminent danger. Y 

In moft places, the confignees were obliged to relin’ 
quifh their appointments, and to enter into engagement, 
not to aét in that capacity; and no other perfons daring 
to receive the cargoes configned to them, the captain: 
of the New York and Philadelphia fhips, from theft 
-circumftances, and the knowledge of the rifk they rar 
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Had. 


i 


from the determined refolution of the people, concludec 


upon returning dire&tly to Great Britain, without en- 
tangling themfelves by any entry at the cuftom-houfes 
But it was otherwife in the Maffachufetts. 

Methods were taken to fpirit up the people at larg 
by fugitive pieces, hand bills, refolves of town meet- 


ings, the mutual’ intercourfe of committees and’ the 


like. At length, fome hundreds of the inhabitants 0 
Bofton and the neighbouring towns, meet at Liberty-tree 
agreeable to a notification iffued the day before,’ * for 


to hear the confignees refign and fwear that they will re- 


fhip any teas, that may by the Eaf-India company be 
The confignees are in general ob- 
noxious 


affighed to them.” 


{ 
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“noxious to the public by reafon of their near and inti- 
mate conneétions with the governor, on whofe fupport 
they depend. They are not terrified into an appear- 


‘ance at the place propoféd; but meet together by 
jagreement at the ftore of Mr. Clark, who is one of them, 


vin King-ftreet. A committee is appointed by the af 
fembly to wait upon them with a meffage, to which they 


| 


pay noregard. The people, who attend the committee 
as {pectators, upon this force open the doors of the ware- 
houfe, and enter with great violence; and then attempt 


areata na ne 


getting up ftairs into the comptinghoufe, but are driven 
back. The fons of liberty not having fucceeded in this now 


“procedure, a town-meeting of ‘the freeholders and other 5- 

inhabitants is called. A large number is collected ; 

and it is agreed to adopt the refolves of the citizens of 

"Philadelphia. | A committee is chofen to wait upon the 
| 


confignees, who decline complying with the requeft of 


the town by letters, which, though decent, are the next 
‘day voted daringly affronting, when the meeting is im- 


mediately diffolved. Some of the fons of liberty are 


fearful of pufhing the matter too far, left the town, and 


‘then the colony, fhould be drawn into a quarrel with 
Great Britain. To fuch it is faid, «It muft come to 


a quarrel with Great Britain and the colony, fooner or 
dater; and if fo, what can be a better time than the 
_prefent? Hundreds of years may pafs away before the 


parliament will make fuch a number of aéts in violation 


\ 


of the Britifh conftitution as it has done of late years, 


and by which it has excited fo formidable an oppofition 
to the meafures of miniftry. Befide, the longer the 
conteft is delayed, the more adminiftration will be 
ftrengthened, Do not you obferve, how the govern- 
ment 


i 
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meént at home dre increafing their party here; by fend 
“ing over young fellows to enjoy appointments, wl 
_marry into our firft families and fo weaken the oppoff’ 
tion? By fuch like means, and by multiplying pofts an} 
places, and. giving them to their own friends, or apply, 
ing them to the:-corruption of their antagonifts, the 
will increafe their own force fafter in proportion than-tl} 
force of the country party will increafe by populatio}| 
If then. we muft quarrel, ere we can have -our righ| 
-fecured, now is the moft eligible period., Our, cred 
alfo is at ftake ; we muft-venture, and unlefs we do, 
~.1; hall Be difcarded by the fons of liberty in the. other cd 
- lonies, whofe afiftance we may expect, upon. emerge! 
-¢ies, in cafe they find us fteady, relolute and. faithful 

7 They. conclude to venture onward. area ait 
18. A-new town-meeting: is called, uae a new w commnitt’ 
‘appointed to wait upon the confignees to know, | whe 
-ther they will refign’ their appointment; to which, the 
-anfwer, ‘ It 1s out of our power to comply with the ri! 
-queft of the town.” » This anfwer may be built upc 
folemn engagements not to refign; otherwile it is har 
to conceive how it fhould be more out of their powe 
than the’power of the Philadelphia confignees, who: hav 
refigned fix.weeks ago...;It is a managed affair betwee 
zg. ~them. and the governor, who calls a- council’ for advir 
upon meafures proper-for »preferving the-peace, and. fi 
fapporting the authority of government... -While tl 
council,are, debating, a ; petition of. the: confignees’ 
-prefented, -praying leave: to reign themfelves and. ny 
«property. committed) to them, to his excellency- and the 
-honors as the guardians. of. the people. . After, deba 
the further confideration is poftponed to the 23d, th 
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4) the 27th, then to the 29th, when the council make a 29, 
Jew obfervations, decline complying with the petition, 
Jad advife his excellency to renew his orders to the juf- 
\ces and others, to exert themfelves for the fecurity of 
Wis majefty’s fubjeéts, the prefervation of. peace “and 
food order, and for preventing all offences againtt the 
iw. About this time the confignees, confifting of the 
jovernor’s fons, coufins, and particular friends, remove 
mM the caftle for perfonal fafety. The day before the 
Wft meeting of the council, captain Hal] in the Dart- 
jowib, carne to an anchor near the cattle, having on 
Joard one hundred and fourteen chefts of tea; and on 
ie day of their meeting, comes into:the harbour. On 
ie fame day a notification is pofted up in ail parts of 
ihe town, inviting every friend to his country to meet 


nine o'clock, to make a united refiftance to the moft 
eftructive meafuré of adminiftration. ‘The meeting of 


ye people of Bofton and the neighbouring towns is con- 
aued by adjournment to the next day, when it is de- 
rmined, that the tea fhail be returned. Faneuil-hall 
sing too fmall for the affembly, they adjourn to the 
ld South Meeting-houfe, and confirm the former 


setermination by voting, “that the tea fhall not be 
ynded, that no duty fhall be paid, and that it fhall be 
dnt back in the fame bottom.” They further vote, 
‘ that Mr. Rofchb, the owner of the veffel, be di- 
g@cted not to enter the tea at his peril, and that captain 
ge/i be informed, at his peril not to fuffer any of the tea 
be landed.” . They alfo appoint a watch of twenty- 

fe men to be a guard upon the Dartmouth, lying at 
wifin’s whart. A letter is received from the confignees, 
qeering to itore the teas till they can write and receive: 
ig Vou. I, Z further 
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further orders; but the propofal-is rejected. Mr. Greey 
leaf, the theriff, appears and begs leave to read @ prq 
clamation from the governor, which requires the peop]/ 
forthwith to difperfe and to furceafe all further proceed) 
ines. He is allowed to do it; and, upon finifhing| 
there is a loud and general hifs. The people afterwa } 
vote, “ that captain Bruces.on his arrival, do confori! 
to the votes refpecting Hall’s veffel; that no tea fro 
Great Britain be landed or fold till the a€t impofing th. 
duty is repealed ; that the captain of the prefent wate}, 
be defired to make out a lift for the next night, and {| 
on, until the veffels leave the harbour; that fhould th, 
watch be molefted, the inhabitants be alarmed by: th) 
tolling of the bells at night,’ and the ringing of them iif 
the day; that fix perfons be appointed to SINE! notice t| 
the country towns, upon any important occafion ; tha) 
every veffel arriving with tea have a proper watch, dn. 
that their brethren in the county be defired to affon 
their affiftance on the firft notice:’” They determine t) 
carry their votes and refolves into execution at the rid) 
of life and property; thank their brethren in the neigh) 
bouring towns, and then diffolve the meeting. | 

After the diffolution, the committee of correfpon! 
dence for the town of Bofton hold their meetings, anc 
‘avite the like committees of the adjacent towhs to joi 
them; feveral do it; the whole jointly affume the di: 
rection of ‘all that relates to the teas of the Eaft Indi 
company. They keep a conftant. military watch © 
twenty- _five men every night, generally with fire arms 
to prevent the tea being privately landed. The vefiel 
belonging to captains Bruce and Cofin, are upon: thei 
arrival ordered to Griffin’s wharf. ! * 
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"yat have agreed to act in concert with Bofton, meet at 
‘Nie Old South Meeting-houfe, and conclude upon or- 
ering Mr. Rotch to apply immediately for a clearance 

we his fhip. Mean while the governor receiving inti- 
ee that fhe would be fent to fea, and that it might 
\F be through the ordinary*channel by the caftle, ac- 
ipa admiral Montague and defires him to take the 
Wroper precautions, on which the admiral orders the 
deve and Kine Fifher to be fitted for fea, and to fall 
Hywn and guard the paflages out of the harbour. The 
BF ic likewife renews in writing his orders to colonel 
Neflie, to fuffer no veffel, coafters excepted, to pafs the 
rtrefs from the town without a permit figned ‘by him- 
If, . A fufficient number of guns are loaded on this 
ecial occafion. , 


Ht give Mr. Rotch a clearance, until the veffel is dif- 
: of dutiable articles. Mr. Samuel Phillips Sa- 


ige, of Wefton, is chofen moderator. The number 
Yembled from town and country is thought to be 
me thoufands, Upon the prefent crifis feveral gen- 
emen deliver their fentiments; and Mr. Jofiah Quincy 
Jn. his to the following purpofe ;—* It is not, Mr. 
‘Moderator; the fpirit that vapors within thefe walls 
sat muft ftand us:in ftead: The exertions of - this 
ay will call forth events, which will-make a very dif. 
Jrent fpirit néceflary for our falvation. Whoever fup- 
ofes, that fhouts ard hofannas will terminate the trials 
* the day, entertains a childith fancy, We muft be 
voisly ignorant of ‘the ‘importance and value of the 
| rize’ € for which we contend; “we mutt be equally i igno- 
i . tk a2 | rant 


The people of Bofton and the neighbouring towns, Dec, 
I 4n 


| The affembly are acquainted, that the collector ¢an-' 
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rant of the power of thofe who have combined agaif | 
us; we muft be blind to that malice, inveteracy, al! 
infatiable revenge, which actuate our enemies pub} 
and private, abroad and in our bofom, to hope that ¥| 
fhall end this controverfy without the fharpeft, the fharp}| 
conflicts—to flatter ourfelves that popular refolves, p)| 


pular harangues, popular acclamations, and popular ¥ 
por, will vanquith our foes. Let us confider the iff! 
Let us look to the end. Let us weigh and confidd! 
before we advance to thofe meafures, which muft bri 
on the moft trying and terrible ftrugele this count]| 
ever faw.” 


About three o’clock in the afternoon the queftion|! 
put, “will you abide by your former refolutions will 
refpect to not fuffering the tea to be landed?” It pafil| 
in the affirmative, vem. con. | 

Mr, Rotch is ordered to make a proteft, and procu’ 
a pafs for his veffel. He waits upon the governor | 
Milton, who offers to give him a letter to the admit! 
for protection, which he declines, fearing in that ca 


the rage of the people, and being in no concern aboi 
his fhip, as that is not the object of refentment, butt!) 
tea. - He intimates to the governor, that fome of tl! 
leaders of the people wifh the fhip to go down and l 
{topped at the caftle, “ for then they will be rid of tI 
affair, and may fay they have done all in their power, 
While Mr. Rotch is abfent, the fpeakers in the mee| 
ing keep the people together by engaging their attentic. 
till he returns, which is before fix o’clock, when he ir| 
forms the body, that upon applying to the governor ft| 
a pais, he received for anfwer, “I cannot give you | 
pafs confiftent with the laws and my duty to the 3 

. | unle’ 
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jilef the veffel is properly qualified from the cuftom- 


ufe.” Upon this there is a great deal of difputing, 


pen a perfon difguifed like an dane. gives the war- 
hoop in the front gallery, where there are few if any 
ides himfelf. Upon this fignal it is moved and voted 
hc the meeting be immediately diffolved. The people 
\pwd out and run in numbers to Griffin’s wharf. At 
» fame inftant, a number of perfons, chiefly mafters 
Wveflels and fhip-builders from the north end of the 


vn, about feventeen, though judged to be many more 
they run along, crofs Fort-hill, drefled as Indians, 
i repair to the tea fhips; and in about two hours hoift 
t of them and break open 342 chefts of tea, and 
charge their contents into the falt water, They are 
t in the leaft molefted. The multitude of fpectators 
on and about the wharf, ferves as a covering party, 


Whe whole bufineis is conducted with very little tumult, 
i no damage done to the veffels or any other pro- 


Sa) Oe 


Wty : when finifhed, the people return quietly to their 
in towns and habitations. 


Prior to the deftruction of the tea, captain Loring in 


mprig, being the fourth and laft veflel on the Eaft-India 
impany’s account, was caft afhore at Cape Cod; and 


at tea was faved, has been conveyed to the caftle 


Whe arrival of the tea-fhips firft at Bofton; the con- 
Hnecs refufing to refign, though they had the example 
others to induce them, and the governor’s refolution 


pay no regard to the voice of the public, brought on 
. deftruction of the tea.. The fons of liberty were 


Wfible, that if it-was landed and frored, it would fome 


w or other obtain a fale; and that the- virtue of the 


pie, to decline buying and ufv ng 2 commodity to 
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Jaws or his oath. Cafes offer, when ftatute laws. an’ 
-gaths of office are required to give place to the fupren| 
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which they were fo attached from love and habit, wt) 
too precarious a ground on which to rif the falvation |) 
their country. They have been obliged, but with tl} 
utmoft reluCtance, to venture upon a defperate reme : 
Many of their friends, who are not acquainted with ci}, 


cumftances or-do not.attend to them, may be ready 
€enfure them feverely. But had the tea been lande 
the union of the colonies in oppofing the minifter} 
{chemes would have been diffolved; and it would haj! 
been extremely difficult ever after to have reftored |! 
The fulfilment of their folemn declaration, that the t) 
fhould not be landed, though in a way which would ni 
have been chofen had any other effectual one offere}| 
has fecured them the good opinion and confidence |} 
their cg-patriots in other parts. ‘The covernor has th: 
influence with the confignees, that he could undoubted’ 
have prevailed on them to refign; but he has encourag¢! 
them to the contrary: and therefore what he has write! 
« Tt has been abfolutely out of my power to prevel| 
the deftruction of the tea, without conceding to the ur 
reafonable demands of a lawlefs fet of men, and theret’ 
giving government up and rendering myfelf obnoxio' 
to my fovereign,” will fcarce be admitted as a fufficie 
juftification. Sovereigns themielves, upon fpecial eme’ 
gencies, wifely give place to the opinions and withes/ 
their fubjeCts ; but are often difgraced and forced int) 
difficulties, through the want.of like wifdom in the 
reprefentatives. lad the governor given a pafs for,th 
fhip in the prefent inftance, he would not. have bee’ 
viewed by, confiderate perfons, as breaking either tI 
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jaw of fociety, the fafety of the community. Had he 
looked back to the time of the ftamp-aét, he would 


srobably have found many precedents of fhips having 
sermits from his predeceflor in office, Sir Francis Ber- 


‘\ard, to pafs the caftle without being duly qualified for 
lvant of ftamps; and yet the granting them did not 
‘lender Sir Francis obnoxious to his fovereign. But the 
Jruth was, Mr. Hutchinfon had repeatedly urged govern- 
Jnent at home to be firm and perfevering; this was a 


avorite topic on which he was often infifting; he him- 
elf therefore could not think of yielding: and then he 
would not believe that the people were determined at all 
idventures to perfect their engagements; but expected 
that when the critical moment came, they would defift. 
Whereas when that moment came, and the tea on board 
‘he Dartmouth, captain Hall, was in danger of being 
feized and fecured by the cuftom-houfe officers, wha 
might have been fupported by admiral Montague, the 
fons of liberty projected the deftruction of it in the 
manner above related: and in order to make fhort work 
of the whole bufinefs, and prevent their repeating the 
preceding formalities, they did not confine their opera- 
tions to the tea on board the Dartmouth, but extended 
them to the teas brought in afterward by captains Bruce 
and Coffin. a 

- Some expect that the deftruction of the tea will iffue 
in the deftruction of the charter, which will make the 
inhabitants of the colony furious beyond expreffion. One 
gentleman, apprehenfive of the fatal confequences that 
will follow upon the parliament’s meddling with the 
charter, the great darling of the people, has written 


|| ficely and fully upon the fubje& to “his correfpondent, 
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an influential member in the houfe. Another, being dj| 
firous of learning the real fentiments of the more mod | 
rate party, and of fuch as have not plunged themfely 
into the politics of the day, has converfed with fever}: 
of them; but has difcovered in them the warmeft | in) 
dignation and the higheft refentment at the thought | 
being deprived of their charter. A m 1ajor in the militi 
(whom Mr. Hutchinfon honored with the commiffion| 
for his good conduét as foreman of the jury on the trid 
of the foldiers for killing the perfons on the sth d| 
March 1770) told him, “ Sir, you know that I am}! 
friend to government and with to fupport it; but if ther(| 
is an attempt to take away our charter, I will fight up: 
to my knees in blood in defence of it.” The centle.. 
man has perceived fuch a fpirit to predomunate among | 
all the people, that he has judged it right to communi-| 
cate his knowledge to Sir Francis Bernard, and to ac- 
quaint him with his apprehenfions as to the fatal confe-. 
quences which will follow upon the adoption of violent; 
meafures. He has written alfo to another friend upon: | 
the fubje&t, in hope that the intelligence will get to the | 
miniftry, and prove beneficial to the public, by pre- | 
venting ek proceedings, At Charleftown the Caro. | 
linians have unloaded the tea, and ftored it in cellars, | | 
where it cannot be ufed, and where it will finally perifh, » 
Let me pafs from hence to relate the doings of the: 

Maffachufzits affembly refpecting the judges, Beli you. 
wil probably pronounce intemperate. 
he houfe being informed, that each of the judges. : 
refufed to take more than one half of the fam granted ° 
them the laft year, which they confidered as implying i 

on 1 the part of the judges, a determination to accept of | 
| their | 
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their fupport from the crown, refolved, “ That it is the 
Jincumbent duty of the judges explicitly to declare, 
whether they are determined to receive the grants of the 
general affembly or to accept of their fupport from the 
crown; and their delaying any longer to let the public 


know their determination, will difcover that they have 


little or no regard for the peace and welfare of the pro- 
wince: and in fuch cafe it will be the indifpenfable duty 

: of the commons of this province to impeach them be- 
‘ore the governor and council.” Four of the judges, =H 
jn the beginning of February, acquainted the houfe that 

| hey had received their whole falary granted them by 
he general court, and not any part of the grant made 
by the crown, and that they were determined ftill to re- 
reive the grants of the general aflembly; which was 
nronounced fatisfactory, But the chief juftice, Peter 
Wiiver efq; fent them a letter informing them, That 3. 
ince being upon the bench feventeen years, he had fuf- 
ered above three thoufand pounds fterling; that he had 
een encouraged not to refign with the hope of a fup- 
port, but had never been relieved; that he had taken 
ig majefty’s grant from the sth of July 1772 to the 
th of January 1774, and that without his majefty’s 
eave he dare not refufe it, : 

The houfe refolved, * That Peter Oliver hath, by hist! 
onduct, proved himfelf an enemy to the conftitution of. - 
his province, and is become juftly obnoxious to the, 
food people of it; that he ought to be removed from 
1¢ office of chief juftice ; and that a remonftrance and. 
‘etition to the governor and council for his immediate 
smoyal be pyee ed” many eas go——nays 9. 
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The houfe propofed to exhibit articles of impeach.) 
ment, in their own name and the name of all thei in-} 
habitants of the province, againft the chief juftice. His}, 
excellency excepted to the proceedings of the houfe as} 
unconttitutional ; for which reafon he could not givel 
them any countenance. 1 

They prepared articles of high crimes and mifde-|) 
meanors againft the chief juftice, to prefent to his ex- : 
cellency and the council, in which they faid, * The}! 
falary and hopes of augmentation muft have the effect)| 
of a continual bribe, and expofe him to a violation of}: 
his oath. His accepting hath betrayed’ the bafenefs ¢ 
his heart and the luft of covetoufnefs, in breach of his}! 
engagements to rely folely on the grants of the aflembly,: 
neceflarily implied and involved in his accepting faid 
office. By receiving a grant out of the revenue unjuftly’ 
extorted from the American colonies, he hath, as far as’ 
lay in his power, puta fanction on and eftablifhed the” 
faid revenue, counter-aéted the reafonable petitions of 1 

the people to his majefty, and in defiance of the known’ 
fenfe of the body of this people, hath wickedly endea- 
voured to increafe the difcontent and jealoufies of this | 
people and the grievance aforementioned.” “a | 

It was refolved, “ That the houfe have done all that | 
in the capacity of reprefentatives can be done’ for the’ 
removal of Peter Oliver; and it muft be prefumed, ' ! 
that the governor’s refufing to take any meafures therem | 
is becaufe he alfo receives his fupport from the crown.” © 

It is not to be thought, that the leading gentlemen in 
thefe proceedings expected to obtain the removal of the’ 
chief juftice; but by the help of them, they rendered 
him! 
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him and the governor more and more eee to the 
body of the people; added to the dignity and impor- 
tance of the houfe in the eyes of the reprefentatives, by 


| placing them upon an apparent level with the houfe of 


commons in Britain; and preferved the general ani- 


g into a 


| decline. 


| The real, genuine fentiments of the profeffed patriots 
‘may be defired; let me therefore mention, that thefe 
are divided in wifh and opinion. ‘The great body of’ 
them through the feveral colonies and even in this, aim 
‘at no more than the removal of all the innovations fince 
the expiration of the war. ‘They want to have matters 
revert back to the ftate in which they were when the 
peace commenced ; and to be fixed in that ftate. They 
wifh moft ardently to continue in union with Great 
Britain; and abhor the thought of a feparation. They 
judge that it would be neither fate nor beneficial; that 
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‘it is infinitely more eligible to crave the protection of 
‘the mother country, and to remain under her fhadow ; 


|and that no greater happinefs can be en joyed by them, 
‘than a thorough reftoration of harmony and afgection 
between them and the parent ftate, fo as to obliterate 
the remembrance of all paft animofity. But there are 
a few in this colony who hanker after independency, 
and will be likely to bend their whole influence for the 
obtaining of it, whenever there is the leaft opening to 
encourage their efforts. At the head of thefe we mutt 


Jplace Mr. Samuel Adams, who has long fince faid in 


{mall confidential companies—“ The country fhall be 
independent, and we will be fatisfied with nothing thort 
of it,” At one time his influence was f{mall, owing to 


defects 
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defeéts in pecuniary matters, efpecially as collector of 
the taxes for Bofton, in which office he ferved for years, | 
He was accountable to the town for between one and 
two thoufand pounds; but a great part of it had never 
been gathered. What with not preffing the payment of | 
the taxes in time, as 1s too generally the cafe; not 
calling when the money happened to be ready and other 
cafualties, no inconfiderable fum was loft. His necef= 
fities probably (for he appears to be addicted to no ex- || 
travagances) urged him to fupply himfelf, time after | 
time, from the cath in hand, without attending to the 
accumulation of the balance againft him, till called upon | 
to fettle. ‘The town had feveral meetings. upon the | 
bufinefs ; at length, by the exertion of his friends, a | 
majority was cbtained for the relinquifhment. of the de- | 
mand upon him. Since his firft election into the houfe: 
i 1765, his influence has been gradually increafing, | 


until he has obtained a great afcendency in directing the. 
town of Bofton, and the houfe of reprefentatives, and: ! 
eonfequently the council. His abilities and policy will’ 
fofter the idea of independency, by the aids of thofe) 


very feverities the miniftry may adopt, in order to ‘come! 
pel the colonies into.a fubmiffion to parliamentary a as 
thority in all cafes whatever. 
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FILE letters fent over to the Maffachufetts by Dr. 
‘Franklin have produced a duel between Mr. 
\bateley the banker, brother to the late fecretary to the 
treafury, and Fob Temple efq; in which the former was 
dangeroufly wounded. This has led the doctor to in- 
form the public, that both the gentlemen are totally 
ignorant and innocent, as fo the tranfaétion and its cir- 
Jcumftances about which they fought. He declares that 
he alone was the perfon who obtained and tranfmitted 
ito Bofton the letters in queftion, and fays—“« Mr. W. 
qcould not communicate them, becaufe they were never 
Jn his poffeffion ; and for the fame reafon they could 
Tnot be taken from him by Mr.-T.” The doctor jufti- 
}fies: his own condué, and concludes with telling the 
World, he “ thought it his duty to tranfmit them to his 
\conftituents.” But if they were fent over to be com- 
municated to a few confidential gentlemen only, inftead 
of being addrefled to the Heese of the affembly, or 
one of the committee appointed to correfpond with him, 
with orders to lay them before the houfe, how were they 
‘ranfamited to bis conftituents? ‘There is fomething 
myterious in this bufinefs, which it is apprehended will 
10t bear a difcovery at prefent. It is fufpected that the 
etters were procured out of fome public office ; and that 
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Mr. Temple is not fo perfectly ignorant of all circum 


{tances as the doétor’s language feems to exprefs. 


1774+ The merits of the Boe at prefented fome time ago 
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Boel propriety ahd humanity. And it was thought itt 
would have redounded more to ‘the honor of their lord4) 


: 
1 
| 
: 


fhips, had they feemed to enjoy lefs the lafhes which 


the doctor underwent; and had they expreffed their dit. 
fatisfaction by reducing the orator to the remembrance’ 
of the exalted characters before whom he uttered fuch! 
language. ‘The petition was difmiffed, and the doétor 
is difplaced from the office of deputy poftmaiter general 
for the colonies) The philofopher may recolleé& in’ 
fome future day the liberties taken with him before the | 


privy council on the twenty-ninth of January, and take 
ample revenge on Britifh minifters and courtiers. 


by the doétor as agent for the Maffachufetts, praying fod 
the removal of the governor, came on to be heard be4) 
fore the privy council. It is reported, that Mr. W 4 
— —, wandering from the proper queftion before their ! 
lordfhips, poured forth fuch a torrent of virulent abufd 
on Dr. Franklin as fcarce ever before took place in judi+} 
cial proceedings. His reproaches appeared | to forme re 1 


} 
\ 
} 
f 


7 


1 


Ma. A meflage from his majefty, on account of the late) 


7 difturbances in America, was prefented to both houfes. 
Particular mention was made of the outrage cothmitted’ 
by the people at Bofton. Matters are now brought to’ 


a crifis, and miniftry are bent upon vigorous, fpirited’ 
meafures. ‘To prevent oppofition from the merchants,| 
the public papers were filled with writings on the fubje&; 4 
which painted the mifcondu@ of the colonies in the 
ftrongeft colours, and urged in particular the impofhibility, 


A 


! 


| 
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“of the future exiftence of any trade to America, if this 
| lagrant outrage on commerce, as it is pronounced, went 
mpunifhed. Thefe with other endeavours had the pro- 
bofed effeét. The refentment againft the Americans 
| yecame as high and as {trong as could be defired, within 
he houfe: but the ftorm was to be directed againft the 
Voffachujetts. The minifter, in debate, ftated that the 
)ppofition to the authority of parliament had always 
Jriginated in that colony; and that that colony had al- 


\ays been inftigated to fuch conduct, by the irregular 


jnd feditious proceedings of Bofton. It was become 
jeceffary therefore to. begin with that town. He had 
)rgot, or would not mention, that the violent oppofition 
)-the ftamp-act originated in Virginia. 

_ Leave was given to bring in a bill “ for the immediat 

}emoval of the officers concerned in the collection of the 
Juftoms from Bofton, and to difcontinue the landing 
jad -difcharging, lading and fhipping of goods, wares 
jad merchandifes, at Bofton or within the harbour 
hereof.” At the firft introduétion of the bill it was re- 
: rived with general applaufe. Mr. Bellan however, pe- 
jtioned to be heard for the Maffachufetts council, and 
}: behalf of himfelf, and other inhabitants of Botton, 
yhe commons refufed to admit his petition, though a 
}w days back they had received one from him as agent 
pr the council, The lords were a¢tually hearing him 
1.a petition, as a perfon duly qualified, On the third 
}ading of the bill, another petition was prefented, in 
ie name of fevetal natives and inhabitants of North 
metica; which infifted ftrongly on the injuftice of the 
4, and its tendency to alienate the affections of Ame- 
‘ca; and. exprefsly declared, that the attachment of 
| America 
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America could not long futvive the juftice of Grea}! 
Britain. The minority members maintained, that th{/ 
bill ftood fimply as a profcription of one of the greate( 
trading towns in the Britifh dominions from the ufe gd 
their port, and from all the commerce by which thoul, 
fands obtained their bread. “ Have we not (fay they} 
given an extent of power to his majefty to prevent thy. 


fhould think proper? A fine is laid; the trade is pro} 
hibited until it is paid; and when the fine is paid, thi’ 


The aé& provides, that the crown muft have fatisfaction| 
and that the laws of trade and revenue fhall be obeyed! 
There is a fting in this. The act under pretence of al 
indemnity to the Eaft India Company, is meant to en’! 
force the fubmiffion to taxes. America will fee this Ef 
and the caufe of Bofton will be made the caufe of al 
the colonies. ‘They are all as guilty as Bofton. No! 
one has bimica the tea: fome have deftroyed it, other?’ 
fent it back.” But all oppofition was ineffectual ; ‘fo! 
the projected meafures of government were immutable | 
The bill paffed; and was carried up to the houle o') 
lords, where it was warmly debated, but, as in the houf 
of commons, pafled without a divifion. jl 

It received the royal affent. 

The Bofton port-bill formed only one part of the co: 
ercive plan propofed by miniftry. A bill was {oi 
brought in for “ the better regulating the governmen’ 
of the Maffachufetts-bay.” The purport of it was, tc 


executive power out of the hands of the democratic 


part, and to veft the nomination of counfellors, judge, 
| anc 
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and magiftrates of all kinds, including ‘Sheriffs, in the 
crown, and in fome cafés in the king’s governor, and 
\il to be removable at the pleafure of the crown. 


Jolonies already regulated nearly in the manner propofed 
vy the bill, were more fubmiffive to the right of tax- 
\tion than the Maflachufetts. It was juftly argued, that 


‘ne diforder lay much deeper than the forms of govern- 
{ arent; that. the people throughout the continent were 
miverfally diffatisfied ; and that the uneafinefs and -re- 
{ance was no lefs in the royal governments than in any 
Ver. Mr. Bollan again made an effort in favor of his 
‘fovince ; but the commons refufed to receive his peti- 
jon. The miniftry having carried the preceding bill, 
yepared. anether, without which, it-was faid, the {cheme 
Jould be entirely defective. 


jieftioned for any acts done by them in the execution 
| the law, or for the fuppreffion of riots and tumults 
‘the Mafjachufetts-bay.”. ‘This bill provided, that in 
‘fe any perfon was indi&ted in that province for. murder, 
| any other capital offence, and it fhould appear to the 
‘pvernor that the fat was committed in the exercife 
"| aid of magiftracy, in fuppreffing tumults and riots, 
.\d-that a fair trial could not be had in the province, he 
ould fend the perfon fo inditted, &c. to any other 
slony, or to Great Britain to be tried. The charge on 
‘th fides was to be paid out of the cuftoms, “The mi- 
{rity oppofed this bill with great vehemence. They 
“ifted that having no fort of reafon for impeaching the 
djounals of America, the real intention was to fet up 


Vor. I, Je at 


a mili- 


In the debates it was afked of miniftry, whether the - 


1 Lord North prefented the third bill «for the impar- April 
jl adminiftration of juftice in the cafes of perfons *** 


ee 


re eee peas ae 


ig ee 


the attention of the whole houfe, and clofed admirab} 


outrages to the people of America, by fubje€ting thd! 


nity fas il the aire and tee Bes 2 whil, 
might be committed by the barbarous hands of aut 1) 


with “ You have changed your ground. You 
becoming the aggreffors, and offering the laft of hu 


in effeét, to military execution. Inftead of fending tha, 
the olive branch, you have fent the naked fword. 
the olive branch, I mean a repeal of all the late lay) 
fruitlefs to you and oppreffive to them. Afk their ¢) 
in a conftitutional manner, and they will give It to i} 
utmott of their ability. They never yet a it, wh. 
properly required. Your journals bear the record: 
acknowledgments of the zeal with which they have cc: 
tributed to the general necefities of the ftate. Wi 
madnefs is it that prompts you.to attempt obtaining tl’ 
by force, which you may more certainly procure by || 
quifition.. “They may be flattered into any thing, l: 
they are too much like yourfelves to be driven. He 
fome indulgence for your own likenefs; refpect th | 
fturdy Englifh virtue; retract your odious exertions| 
authority; and remember that the firft ftep tow:! 
making them contribute to your wants, is to recon 


them to'your government.” 
The publications of the day quote an old memt 
rarely in oppofition, as having clofed his fpeech W 


thefe remarkable words: ~“* 1 all now take my leave' 


i | 
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te whole plan. You will commence your ruin from 
‘us day. I am forry to fay, that not only the houfe 
Nas fallen into this error, but the people approve of the 
Neafure. The people, I arm forry to fay it, are mifled. 
ut a fhort time will prove the evil tendency of this. 
Ml. If ever there was a nation running headlong into 
Win it 1s this.” 


It is much queftioned by many whe- 


jer the member did not miftake in faying—the people. 
lhe fame natives of America, who petitioned againtt ay 
4 Botton port-bill, renewed their endeavours by a pe~” 
Won againft thefe two bills. It was pointed with an 
Eb cision energy and fpirit; and ftrongly indicated 
i effects that thefe bills would produce in the place 
jere they were intended to operate. It was admitted 
lie on the table, and had no other notice taken of it. 

(Both bills were oppofed in the houfe of lords, and the 
Inority entered on each a very {trong prceete On 
Wh however in each houfe, the number of the minority 


tinued all along very low and inadequate. Mr. Bollag 
plied for a hearing in the houfe of lords upon the laft 


, but was refufed. He has ftood up in defence of 


t boil and liberties of the Maffachufetts when no 
ver of the numerous advocates of the colonies, out of 
p liament, have appeared to check the torrent of the 


{t grievous proceedings againft them, in like manner, 
their learning and fortitude. 


\Jpon the firft of the two bills, the protefting ‘ase 
mond, Portland, Abingdon, King, Effingham, Ponfonby, 
<ungham, Abergavenny, Leinfter, Craven, and Fitzwij/. 


, diffented among other reafons, “ becaufe the de. 


Hive legal offence, by which a forfeiture of the charter 
‘curred, has not been clearly ftated and fully proved; 
i Avaya neither 
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neither has notice of this adverfe proceeding been given: ! 
the parties affe€ted; neither have they been heard.in the | 
own defence—becaufe all the judges are to be nominate | 
not by the crown, but by the governor; and all, except t|/ 
judges of the fuperior court, are to be removable at ]}| 
pleafure, and exprefsly without the confent of that va. 
council, which is to be nominated by the kings 4 
fheriff is made changeable by the governor and counq! 
as often and for fuch purpofes as they fhall think ext) 
dient, whereby the governor and council are intrufl) 
with powers, with which the Brith conftitution has 1| 
trufted his majefty and privy council, and have the me, 


ef returning fuch a jury in each particular caufe, asm 
bef fait with the eratification of their paffions and 1 
terefts, fo that the lives and properties of the fubjeé i 
put into their hands without control.” The protetti; 
jords took occafion to mention concerning the Boll 
port-act, “* that, unexampled on the records of pat: 


ment, it had been entered on the journals of the ho: 


as voted; nemine diffentiente, and had been ftated in i 
debate of the day, to have been fent to the ‘colonies,! 
paffed without a divifion in either houfe, and theref 
4s conveying the uncontroverted wniverfal fenfe of | 
‘pation: and-thact an unfair advantage had been tak! 
on the final queftion for paffing the penal bill, of | 
abfence of thofe lords, who -had debated it for fevi| 
hours, and ftrongly diffented from it on the fecond re. 
ing, the period ‘on which itismoft ufual to debate: 
principle of a bill.” | 3 — © 
On the fecond bill, the sprotefting lords Riba 
Fitzwilliam, Ponfonby, Rockingham, Portland, Ora} 
Leinfer, and Manchefter, diffented among other real 
‘s begaufe the bill amounts to.a declaration, that | 
8 ho 
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‘oufe knows no means of retaining the colonies in due 
foedience, but by an army rendexed independent of the. 
\dinary courfe of law in the place where they are em- 
Noyed; becaufe the bill feems to be one of the many 
| <periments toward an introduction of effential inno-. 
Yitions into the government of the empire.” They faid, 
# The authority given by this bill to compel the tran{- 
‘prtation from America to Great Britain, of any num- 
“x of witnefles at the pleafure of the parties profecuting 
Mid profecuted, without any regard to their age, fex,, 
Wealth, circumftances, bufinefs or duties, feems to us ig 
travagant in its principle, and fo impracticable in its 
Weecution, as to confirm us further in our opinion of the 


irit which animates the whole lyftem of the prefent 


Nmerican regulations.” 

His majefty gave his aflent to o both bills, | 
' ° Zz 
i The feffion was drawing near to the ufual time of re- 


Nfs, and the greater number of the members were re- 
ed into the country. In this fituation a bill was 
Wought into the houfe of lords, “ For making more 
®ectual provifion for the gey SERISES of the province 
§ Quebec in North America.” It pafled through that, 
Hufe with little if any obfervation. When it came 
‘pwn to the houfe of commons, it met with a very 
fferent reception. The principal objects. of the bill 
ere, to afcertain the limits of the province, which were 
tended far beyond what were fettled as fuch by the 
fing’s proclamation of 1763—to form a legiflative coun- 
{for all the affairs of the province, except taxation, 
aich council was to be appointed by the crown, and 
Ne office to be held during pleafure, and his majefty’s 
‘Manadian. Roman Catholic fubjects. were . to, be. eatigled 
fee 43 


to a place in it—to eftablifh the French laws and a trid_ 
without jury in civil cafes, and the Englifh laws, wit 
trial by jury in criminal—and to fecure to the Roma) 
Catholic clergy, except the regulars, the legal enjoymey| 
of their eftates, and of their tythes from all who wel| 
of their own religion. The minority infifted, that # 
Proteftant religion by this eftablifhment enjoyed at b 
no more thana toleration. “ The popifh clergy,” thd 
faid, “ have a legal parliamentary right to maintenand! 
the proteftant clergy: are left to the king’s difcretioy| 
Why are not both put at leait on an equal footing, a 
a legal fupport provided for both?” .The minor 
was uncommonly fmall; neverthelefs, the bill produce! 
much greater uneafinefs and difcontent out of doo) 
than any of thofe for punifhing the old colonies. Tt 
prefent policy of it is, amone other things, to ea; 
through the influence of the priefts, the affiftance of tl! 
i 
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laity in fubjugating the other provinces. 


It received the royal affent, when his majefty went? 
the houfe at the clofe of the {efion; the bufinefs of acl 
being ended, the miniftry entertained the moft fanguit| 
expectations, that the fubmiffion throughout Amerir 
would be immediate, and that complete obedience ar’ 


tranquillity would ‘be fecured. 


throne exprefied fimilar fentiments. 
mutual congratulations of all who have fupported’tl 
munifterial plan, within doors and without, are unufual 
, not a little, to the 
furances that governor Hurobinjen has repeatedly giv: 
to many, that if the parliament would but act with ref | 


great, Thefe may be owing 
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] 


The fpeech from tl 


‘The triumphs ar: 


ak 


é 


jution, and adopt fpirited meafures, a fpeedy fabm’ 


fiog would take place without any call for fighting, | 
‘ 
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ord of the treafury, for the. purpofe of penfioning judges 


uring pleafure, and the fupport of a civil lift totally 
Wolimited. The firft lord of the treafury, without con- 
ol of parliament, is therefore in actual poffeffion of 
Whe revenues of one American province, under the au- 
jhority of an act of parliament, with no other obliga- 
jon expreffed, than in general to defray the expences of 
he adminiftration of juftice, and to fupport civil go- 


ernment. The refidue, as in the tea-act, 1s to be re- 
‘ved for the difpofal of ai The government 


{f Quebec is, in truth, a legal parliamentary defpotifin 
‘ommitted into the hands of the crown and its minitter ; 
dr the crown of Great Britain is conftituted as abfolute 
|. the province, under an act of parliament, as any de- 
Yoot that ever exifted in the world.- Hence is interred: 


ral 


A 4 4 


Vhat minifters would do through all America, did they. 
Hofiefs the power *. | 

i) Your prefent-governor, general Gage, has been ap- 
fointed as the moft proper perfon to fee to the execu- 
Jon of the laws, which have been paffed refpecting both 


ie colony and its capital: when he has fettled matters, 
id eftablifhed order and due fubmiffion to the power 


)° parliament, Mr. Hutchinfon is to return and refume 


ie chair... The: laft fince his arrival, has been ‘graci- 
ifly received : his influence with miniftry will continue, 


Hi] events convince them that they have been oreatly 


‘iftaken in relying upon’ his judgment on American 


+bjects. A commiffion during pleafure has paffed the 
eat feal, granting to general Gage full power and au. 


@ 


} + Mr. Hartley, pati a owei.3 id ee Apid bly 
thority, 


By the Quebec act, the total revenue of the province: 
s configned, in the. firft inftance, to a warrant from the 
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whatfoever, and all fines or penalties whatfoever incurte| 
in the Maffachufetts. | 


Le Ee olinT mba Re ais 


Roxbury, Sept. 28, 1774 


FP HE appointment of general Gage to the gover 
ment was not thought of by Mr. Hutchinfon. Bi 
expected to have been intrufted with the execution ¢ 
the minifterial plan; and‘was rather difconcerted whe: 
he found it to be otherwife. Before he left the colony 
he was prefented with a few addreffes; one by a num 
ber of géntlemen, conceived in very refpectful term: 
but againft which many others entered a proteft.. Ha 
hé applied himfelf vigoroufly and fteadily, to the heal 
ing of the breach between the colonies and the pare!’ 
ftate, inftead of calling upon muniftry to force fubmi’ 
fion, he would have been a bleffing, and’ had the lov 

of all; but now it will be well, if he does not. prove’ 
curfe to both countries, and make himfelf odious to th 
lateft pofterity. 

May | When general Gage landed on the long veh it Wil 
13: ¢hought from appearances, that he had apprehenfiors ¢ 
being ill-treated by the inhabitants; but though the 
were highly incenfed at the port-bill, which they hai 

| j hi : je 
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att received, they behaved toward him with the greateft 


jecency. He was complimented by the council, the: 
rentlemen in the commiffion of the peace, and sai 
nd afterward fumptuoufly entertained. 

The next day there was a numerous town-meetine to 
onfider the port-bill; when they refolved, “ That it is 


‘he opinion of this town, that if the other colonies 


“ame into a joint refolution, to ftop all importation from. 


| ond exportation to Great Britain, and every part of the 


Weit Indies, till the act be repealed, the fame will prove 


hat the impolicy, inyuftice, inhumanity, and cruelty of 


| 
a falvation of North America and her liberties; and 
| 
| 


yhe act, exceed all our powers of expreffion: We there~ 
Jore leave it to the juft cenfure of others, and appeal to 
sod and the world.” Copies of the act arrived in dif 


erent parts; were multiplied with incredible expedition ; 
and: circulated: through the colonies, by which the whole 
xountry was inflamed. In fome places they were print~ 


bd upon mourning paper with a black border, and cried 


vout the ftreets under the title of @ darbarcus, cruel, 
sloody and inhuman murder: in others, great bodies of 


| 


che people were called together by advertifement, and: 


| 


‘the obnokious law burned with great folemnity, fimitar 
‘to’ what was done in the time of. the ftamp-act. 


When the Bofton port-bill arrived at New York, 


‘(captains Sears and M*Dougall wrote to the committee 
jat Bofton, affuring them of the fupport of the New 


Yorkers. The letter was publifhed without their names. 
‘The Yorkers would have fixed a cenfure upon them, 


‘but could get no proof of their being the writers, Cap- 
‘tains Sears and M*Dougalb called the people together 


by a publication... They colleéted, and after a violent 
nk ; oppofition 


36 
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oppofition from the tories, who had brought their whold 
ftrength upon the occafion, a vote was obtained for ap) 
pointing a committee on account of the port-bill, whicl]| 
was to confift of fifty-one. The tories fearing the wortt j 
had provided a lift; but all lifts were taken off the tabld, 
at Mr. Sears’s motion, when nominations took place}: 
and the number of whigs and tories was nearly equal)’ 
Mr. Sears got another added, which made the committed, 
fifty-two. The whigs in it infifted, that there mutt bq) 
a congrefs. The violence of captain Sears’s temper} 
and his influence over the populace, induced the tories, 
to fall in with the propofal of one, rather than be expofed, 
to the dangers of a mob; but they expected that they) 
fhould prevent it. A letter was fent to the Bofton com-) 
mittee, with a recommendation to them to appoint time | 
and place. They approved of a congrefs, but declined 
making the appointments. The York committee con. 
fidered the anfwer; and it was carried, to write to them’ 
afrefh upon the fubje&. The tories were caught, for 
having agreed to the motion for a congrefs, they could’ 
not hinder it, by all their contrivances. You muft ad- 
mit of my ufing for brevity fake, the terms whig and: 
tory for the pro’s and con’s on the fubject of full redrefs: 
to American grievances. When better can be met with, | 
they fhall be adopted: but they are univerfally | 
in this manner by the liberty party. | 

The Bofton committee of correfpondence were fen 
ible, that the utmoft delicacy and precaution, in’ the’ 
ufe of words and expreffions, were requifite in the pre-. 
{ent ftate of affairs; that fo their enemies might not dif- | 
appoint them of that fupport, for which they were ‘to 
make a general application to all the colonifts, and whom 
they 


Uhey addrefied on the head of the port-bill, and the dif- Ie 
‘reffes coming upon the inhabitants, with the utmoft re 
‘efpect: they were careful to infert in all their letters, _ ‘4 
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| 


i It is hoped that Bofton will be confidered as fuffering 
| While thefe letters were circulating, the period ‘ar- 


\embled at Bofton; when the a eiutl of the ele€tion- May 
ay were carried on as ufual; but the hearts of many 


\purfued againft Bofton, an abhorrence of the new aét 
jand a condemnation of the principles on which it was 
‘founded, with a refolution to oppofe its effeéts in every 


i 
I 
tl 


“}were to be the immediate vicums. At Philadelphia a 


} 
jinhabitants of Bofton as should be deprived of the means 


a be 


in the common caufe.” 


Jved for the meeting of a new eeneral court, which af-. 


25. 


elt fad with the apprehenfion that it would be the laft of 
the-kind. Their forebodings were increafed, by the 
number and characters. of the elected counfellors whom 
sovernor Gage negatived, not lefs than thirteen, He 
laid nothing before the court more than the common 
bufinefs of the province; but gave them notice of their 
removal to Salem on the firft ne June in purfuance of 
the a. Learning that the houfe of affembly, to evade 
removing were haftening through the neceflary bufinefs, 
with the ereateft expedition, he adjourned the general 
court to the feventh of June, then to meet at Salem. 
Before that day, the inhabitants of feveral towns and 
cities, in different parts of the continent, concurred in 
expreffing the greateft difapprobation of the meafures 


| 
manner, and to fupport their, diftrefied brethren, who 


fubfcription was fet on foot for the fupport of fuch poor 


of fubfiftence by the operation ofssthevact... Thenvire Se * 
\ginia houle of burgefles appointed the firft of Juneto 


Pe Xe 


= 
= 


Ses SEROUS 


er 


> 
a 


“PHE HISTORY’ @8 THE 
be fet apart as a day of fafting and humiliation, devoutly) 


to implore the divine interpofition, for averting 


one heart and one mind to the people, firmly to op 
pofe every injury to the American rights. ‘This occa- ql 
fioned their diffolution, but before they feparated, eighty 


which they declared, “ That an attack made on one off’ 
our fitter colonies, to compel fubmiffion to arbitraryy 
taxes, is an attack made on all Britifh America, and| 
threatens ruin to the rights of all, unlefs the united wit i 
dom of the whole be applied.” They recommended : 
to the committee of correfpondence, to communicate) 
with the feveral committees of the other provinces, on 
the expediency of appointing deputies, from the diffe-' 
rent colonies, to meet annually in general congrefs, to 
. deliberate on thofe meafures, which the united interefts. 

of America might from time to time require. | 

June . Bufinefs was finifhed at the cuftom-houfe in Botton 
** at twelve o’clock at noon, and the harbour fhut up egeinkt 
all vefféls bound thither; and after the fourteenth none’ 
were to be allowed to depart. The day was devoutly. 
kept at Williamfburgh in Virginia, as a day of fafling. 

and humiliation. ‘There was a folemn paufe in the bu-' 
finefs of Philadelphia. If we except the Quakers, near 
nine-tenths of the citizens fhut up their houfes; and the, 
bells were rung muffled all the day. It was obferved: 

im other places as.a day of mourning, oe 

7 «© The Maffachufetts general court met at Salerie ac- 
iin to adjournment, and a committee was appoint- 


ed to confider and report the ftate of the province. Mr.) 
Samuel 


‘ithe evening ; 
fecured a meeting of about five principal members of 
the houfe, at the time fpecified ; and repeated his en- 
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Samuel Adams obferwed, that fome of the committee 


were for mild meafures, which he judged no ways fuited 
to the prefent emergency. He conferred with Mr. War- 
ven of Plymouth upon the neceflity of giving mto fpi- 
rited meafures, and then faid, “‘ Do you keep the com- 


| mittee in play, and 1 will go and make a caucus * againft 


and do you meet me.” Mr. S. Adams 


deavours againft the next night; and fo as to the third, 


when they were more than thirty: the friends of admi- 
niftration knew nothing of the matter. 
‘leaders took the fenfe of the members in a private way, 


The popular 


and found that they fhould be able to carry their icheme 


by a fufficient majority. They had their whole plan 
completed, prepared their refolves, and then determined 


* The word caucus, and its derivative cancufing, are often nfed in * 


| Bofton. The laft anfwers much to what we tile parliamenteering or 


COUCHS« 
- met together to confult upon adopting-and profecuting fome fcheme of 


eleioneering. All my repeated applications to different gentlemen 
have not furnifhed me with a fatisfa€tory account of the origin of 
It feems to mean, a number of perfons, whether more or lefs, 


policy, for carrying a favorite point. ‘Ihe word is not of novel in- 
vention. More than fifty yearsago, Mr. Samuel Adams’s father, and 


twenty others, one or two from the north end of the town, where all 
| the fhip bufinefs is carried on, afed to meet, make a caucus, and lay 


their plan for introducing certain ‘perfons into places of truft and 
_ power. Whenthey had fettled it, they feparated, and nfed each thetr 
| particular influence within his.own circle. He and his friends would 
furnifh themfelves with ballots, including the names of the parties 
fixed upon, which they diftributed on the days of eleftion. By acting 
in‘concert, together witha careful and extenfive diftribution of ballots, 
- they:generally carried the eleGtions to their own mind. Tn like manner it 


| was, ‘that Mx. Samuel Adams firft became a reprefentative for Bofton,: 


: | upon 


go 6 


ive 
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upon bringing the bufinefs forward. But before the 
went upon it, the door-keeper was ordered to let no’ 
one whatfoever i” and no one was to go out: ashi 4) 


a a of nature, which is quit: “Wartied and was mal 
lowed to go out. He then ran to give information off. 
what was doing, and a meflenger was difpatched to ge-|| 
neral Gage, who lived at fome diftance. The fecretary| 
was fent off to diffolve the general court; found the} 
door faftened ; knocked for entrance, but was anfwered, ‘ 
that the houfe was upon very important bufinefs, which} 
when they had finifhed, they would let him in. As he} 
could obtain no entrance, he read the proclamation upon : 
the {teps leading to the reprefentatives’ chamber, in the 
hearing of feveral members and others on the outfide! 
with him, and immediately after in the council, thus’ 
diffolving the general court. The houfe, while fitting | 
with their doors fhut, appointed 7, homas Cufhing, Samuel i 
idams, Robert Treat Pain, ‘fames , Bowdoin, and Jobn i 
Adams, efqrs. as their committee to meet other com. ' 
mittees, that might be convened the firft of September 
at Philadelphia, voted them five hundred pounds lawful — 
(feventy-five pounds fterling each) and chofe a treafurer. : 
They recommended alfo to the feveral towns and dif. 
tricts, the raifing the faid fum, by equitable ‘proportions, — . 
Roatan to the laft provincial tax—a recommendation — 
which had all the force of a law. It was a triumph to | 
many of the fons of liberty, to think that the houf had - 
out-generalled the governor. | 
Sometime before the diffolution of the seneral court | 


near upon three hundred citizens of Philadelpbia met 


and.appointed a cemmittee to write to Bofton. Thee | , 
letter 


> 
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| letter was temperate and firm. They acknowledged 
‘the difficulty of offering the inhabitants advice upon the 
Jad occafion that exifted ; wifhed firft to have the fenfe 
of the province in general; and obferved that all lenient 


a, 


; 


ae 


hi 


| applications for obtaining redrefs fhould be tried, before 


“ecourfe was had to extremities. They remarked that 


‘it might perhaps be right to take the fenfe of a general 
\congrefs, before the defperate meafure of putting an 
entire ftop to commerce was adopted ; and that it might 
‘ve right at any rate, to referve that meafure as the laft 
-efource when all other means had failed. ‘They men- 
ioned, that if the making ef reftitution to the Eaft India 


: 


company for their teas would put an end to the unhappy 
controverfy, and leave the people of Bofton upon their 
ancient footing of conftitutional liberty, it could not ad- 


Imit of a moment’s doubt what part they fhould take; 


but they added, it was not the value of the tea, it was 
the indefeafible right of giving and granting their own 


\money, a right from which they could never recede, 
}chat was now the matter of confideration. 


The importance and neceflity of a general congrefs 


‘Iwas foon felt by every colony, fo that the meafure taken 


by the Maflachufetts was gradually adopted by the 


Jothers. 


Maryland, whofe zeal in the caufe of liberty was ar- 


Jdent, had a meeting of the committees appointed by 
the feveral counties, at the city of Annapolis, who Juse 


cle€ted five deputies for that province, “to attend a** 
general congrefs, at fuch time and place as may be agreed 
on; to effect one general plan of conduct, operating 


jon the commercial connection of the colonies with the 


| 


moter 


er 
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~waich, without one diflenting veice, they came ‘into va: 


-tion of deputies ; and iconfidering the diftance of Salej/ 


fide, it appears from the words at fuch time and place 4) 


that the Maffachufetts affembly had mentioned the com| 
wait of a general congrefs on the firft of ie. rf 


portation and exportation till the port-bill was repealed, 


ach ilately pafied, and bills depending in parliament wit! 
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mother country, for the relief of Bofton and prefery| 
ston of American liberty.” | 
This meeting commenced three days before the cle} | 


from Annapolis, cannet be afcribed to the tranfactic | 
of the Maffachufetts aflembly on the feventeenth ; 


may be agreed on, that the committees did not kno 


at Philadelphia. 
When the opinion of the Bofton tawn-meeting, 1¢ 
fpeGting a joint refolution of the colonies to ftop all 1 im, 


i} 
i" 


arrived in South Carolina; it-was prefented to.a numbe| 
ef the principal gentlemen in Charleftown. ‘The mod| 
propofed was thought to be of too much confequence | 
be adopted without the univerfal confent of the peopl 
It was therefore determined to requeft a:mecting of th 
inhabitants. That this might be as general as poftible, 
siroular letters were fent by exprefs to every parith an 
cifinict within the colony. 

A great number from almoft -every part of Sout! 
Carolina met at Charleftown. ‘The proceedings of par, 
liament againft Bofton and the Maffachuferts-bay wer 
diftin@tly related to this convention of the people; on 


rious refohitions. Among others they refolved, “« Dha 
five gentlemen be appointed deputies on the behalf .o 
this colony, ‘to meet the.deputies of the feveral colonie: 
in North America in general congrefs, to confider thi 


regart 
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egard to the port of Bofton and province of Maffachu- 
etts, alfo the grievances under which America labors, 


| hall be moft likely to obtain a ac af i faid sal 
Ind a redrefs of thefe grievances.” That, while the 


ppreffive acts relative to Bofton are enforced, we will 


Jheerfully, from time to time, contribute toward the re- 


ef of fuch perfons there, whofe unfortunate circum- 


“ances may be thought to ftand in need of moft affiit-. 


ace :’=em‘* That a committee of ninety-nine perfons. be 


‘low appointed, to act as a general. committee, to cor- 


-fpond with the committees of the other colonies, and 


itions into execution ;: and that any twenty-one of them 


yntinue till the next general meeting.’ 

|The appointment of the abovementi oned deputies 
as recognifed, ratified and confirmed by the houfe of 
fembly, at their next feffion, on the fecond of Auguft. 
The Connecticut houfe of reprefentatives, in expec- 


jtion of the event during their recefs, empowered a 


ymmittee of nine, in cafe a congrefs of commiffioners 
om the feveral colonies fhould be convened, to meet 


{pond with other committees. Mr. Silas Deane was 
the committee, and being ambitious of going to con- 


vefs, fchemed their meeting at New London, (inftead 
| Hartford) where through the influence of a moft 


You I, Bb worthy 


vith fall power and authority, in behalf of us and our. 
Nonttituents, to concert, and effectually to profecute,. 
ach legal meafures (by which we for.ourfelves and them, 
pot folemnly engage to abide) as in the opinion of the 


) do’ all matters and things neceffary to carry the refo-. 


het together, may proceed on Pau et ast power ta. 


id choofe delegates to ferve for that colony, and to cor-. 
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“nor, entreating him to calla general affembly as foon a) 


worthy father-in-law, his own policy, and his own vote 
he obtained a majority of one, and became one of thi, 
four Conneéticut delegates, though not viewed by thoff, 
who know him’ moft, as a perfon of the greateft inte}/ 
grity, or the troeft patriotifm. 


dred freeholders was prefented to Mr. Penn, the gove | 


poffible. ‘This reqtieft being ea tee, the province pra! 
ceeded to the eleétion of deputies, who foon after me| 
at Philadelphia, “The refolutions pafied at this meeting! 
carry the marks of cool and temperate deliberation, 
well as affection to the mother country, more than thof 
of many others; and are atithe fame time equally firn, 
in the ‘determination of fupporting the colonial rights. ! 
In them the deputies fet out with the ftrongeft pra} 
feffions of duty and allegiance, and exprefs their abhor! 
rence of every idea of an unconftitutional independenc. 
on the parent ftate, and the moft ardent wifhes for a re’ 
ftoration of the former harmony. They reprobate i 
the ftrongett terms the a&t and bills relative to the Maj 
fachufetts-bay, and declare that they confider their bre| 
thren at Banat as fuffering in the common caufe. The’ 
infift upon the abfolute neceffity of a congrefs to ‘con! 
fult together and form a general plan of conduét for a: 
the colonies. ‘They y Sciehcete) that a fufpenfion ¢ 
the commerce of that large trading province with Gres 
Britain, will greatly ‘diftrefs multitudes of their indu! 
trious inhabitants,’ but pronounce themfelves ready t 
offer that facrifice, and much greater, for the preferva 
tion of their liberties ; however, they exprefs their defire 


that oer fs will firft try the gentle mode of ftatin/ 
"t the! 
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: heir srievances, and making a firm and decent claim 
'¥ redrefs. They conclude with declaring, that that 
‘ovince will break off all commercial intercourfe what- 
“vever, with any town, city or colony, and individuals 
| them, who fhall refufe, or negle& to adopt and carry 
[to execution, fuch general plan as fhall be agreed upon 
the congrefs. 

| They did not undertake to appoint the delegates, 
“at left it to the -Pennfylvania afflembly, who foon after 
“ed upon feven’gentlemen. 

VAt a meécting of delegates, from the different counties 
| Virginia, at Williamfburch, befide the warmett profef- 
ins of allegiance and loyalty, and feveral refolutions 
‘} common with the other colonies, they paffed others, 
‘hich, confiderine the circumftances of the colony, with 
i) immediate ‘dependence on the mother country -for 
1): difpofal -of its only ftaple commodity, mutt be con- 
ered as very deferving of attention, becaufe ftrongly 


Se Se a 


Wicating the true fpirit of that people. They refolved 
jt to purchaie any more flaves from Africa, the Weft 


dies, or any other place; that their non-importation 


yreement fhould take place’on the firft of the follow- 
i; November, and that if the Américan grievances 


re not redreffed by the tenth of Auguft 1775, they 


Vuld export after that time, no tobacco, nor any other 


ods whatever to Great Britain. -They recommended 
‘cultivation of fuch articles of hufbandry, inftead of 
yacco, as might form:a proper bafis for manufactures 
all- forts; and particularly, the improvement of the 
ted of fheep, the multiplying of them, and the kill- 


bs) 


5 as few as poffible. They chofe as delegates to ge- Aug, 
| Bbo. nera] 5° 


os 
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George Wainsibns Patrick ne Richard Bland, al 
jamin Harrifon, and Edmund Pendleton, elgrs. ‘ 

At Newport in Rhode Ifland, an animating pal 
was circulated, with the motto JOIN or DIE. 
{tate of Bofton was reprefented asa fiege, and asa dir 
hoftile invafion of all the colonies. ‘ The generals} 
defpotifm (it fays) are now drawing the lines of cireu}! 
vallation around our bulwarks of liberty, and nothj 
but ae poesia and pene can fave our 


legally authorized for that Gusice, under the ha A 
feal of the governor. | lay 
All the other colonies, from New Hamphhire to Sot 
Carolina inclufively, adopted the meafure of electing‘ 
prefentatives to meet in general congrels. : 
To judge aright of the prefent alarming ftate of affa' 
you mutt obferve, that it does not ar ife from the ¢: 
content of a turbulent or oppreffed nobility or gent! 
fo that by bringing over a few of the leaders, the 1) 
will follow of courfe, or perfift only to their ruin: i 
does it depend upon the refolution or perfeverance 0. 
body of merchants and dealers, fo that every man, © 
bitually ftudious of his immediate intereft, will trem 
at the Sap of thofe confequences which may effi 
tially affect it: nor will a few lucrative jobs or ci 
tracts fplit chs colonifts into numberlefs factions. — 4 
the contrary, the great force of the oppofition cont. 
in the landholders throughout America. The Brit 
Jands in this continent, are, in general, and more ef 
Che 
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lly in the New England colonies, the Jerfies, and in 


irt of New York and Pennfylvania, portioned out in 
‘ch frecholds as afford that mediocrity of condition to 
2 poffeffors, which is fufficient to raife {trong bodies 
jd vigorous minds; but feldom that fuperabundance 
Wnich proves fo fatal to both, in old and refined coun- 
sjes. The American freeholders, from many circum- 
jnces, are more enthufiaftic lovers of liberty, than ever 
yre the Enelith yeomanry. The body of them are 
w> bold to be defpifed without danger, and now that 
lky are united too numerous to be bribed. Human 
ture being the fame in every quarter of the globe, had 
loderation inftead of compulfion been employed, feve- 
j. who are at prefent zealous leaders, might have been 


sured, and minifiry (in colonies of fuch different man- 


irs interefts and principles, and on thefe accounts 
jongly inclined to variance with each other) might have 
| tried many points which they will now find it difficult 
j impoffible to do, fince they have united them, by 
idencing a defign of fubjugating each to a mode of 
divernment, to which all without exception are averfe 
§ the higheft degree. | 
|The Bofton committee of correfpondence received the 
jolt encouraging anfwers to their letters; and were af- 
red that the town of Bofton was confidered as /uffering 
the common caufe. “Vhey had more than the ftrongeit 
preffions to confole them, they had the fubftantial evi- 
ince of faéts, Miniftry promifed themfelves mighty 
vantages from making Salem the feat of government, 
th the privilege of an open port, while the neigh- 


puring one, in itfelf of much greater confequence, was 


jut, But the merchants and freeholders of the town 


Bb 3 difce- 


er 
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for the prefent unhappy troubles, and the moft fervent ; 
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difcovered a moft noble fpirit, which will prove a fore|,! 
difappointment to them. If it was expected, that. in-|! 
curable envy, jealoufy and animofity, would be excited|| 
between the two towns, and that the refractory Capital |, 
being abandoned and left alone to ruminate upon her}! 
forlorn fituation, would foon be reclaimed and brought}, 
to a full fenfe of her duty ; the very reverfe will mortify.)| 

The day after the diffolution of the general court, | 
merchants and freeholders of Salem prefented an addrefs 
to the governor, and in it exprefled the moft generous) 
fentiments.’ They faid, “ We are moft deeply afflicted 
with a fenfe of our public calamities; but the miferies | 
that are now rapidly haftening on our brethren in the ca, 
pital of this province, greatly excite our commiferation, ! 
and we hope your excellency will ufe your endeavours j 
to prevent a further accumulation of evils, on that al, 
ready forely diftrefled people.”—‘ By fhutting up the, 
port of Bofton, fome imagine that the courfe of trade ! 
might be turned hither and to our benefit; but nature | 
in the formation of our harbour, forbids our becoming , 1 
rivals in commerce with that convenient mart. And, ! 
were it otherwife, we muft be dead to every idea of jut 
tice, and loft to all feelings of humanity, could we in- 
dulge one thought to feize on wealth, and raife our for 
tunes on the ruin of our fuffering neighbours.” The i 
governor was treated with the higheft refpect, and men- |! 
tion was made of their hoping much, from his general . 
character, as well as from his wifdom and mildnefs in | 
another command. They expreffed the ftrongeft at- 
tachment to the mother country, the deepeft concern 


withes for a ipeedy and happy reconciliation, to obtaift ; 
which 
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which they were willing to facrifice every thing compa- 
tible with the fafety-and dignity of Britifh fubjects. 

| Marblebead, a fea-port, about three. miles from Salem, 
| -and equally far with the laft from Bofton, but. a town of no 
ereat trade, being engaged chiefly in the cod-fifhery, 
.teftified its regard and compaffion for the capital, by 
letting the fuffering merchants have the free ufe of its 
-wharfs and ftores. Its inhabitants offered alfo to attend 
the lading and unlading of their goods, and to tranfact 
for them all the bufinefs to be done at their port, with- 
out putting them to the fmallelt expeace. 

_. The pity and refentment of the country at large, 
were excited by obfervations publifhed on the Bofton 
-port-bill. Thofe of Mr. Fofiah Quincy, yan. were moft 
generally read andadmired. He obferved—“ The Bof- 
.ton port-bill condemns a whole town unheard, nay, un- 
-eited to anfwer; involves thoufands in ruin and mifery, 
} without fuggeftion of any crime by them. committed; 
‘and is fo conftitured, that enormous pains and penalties 
mut enfue, notwithftanding the moft perfect obedience 
to its injunctions. The deftruction of the tea which 
took place without any illegal procedure of the town, 
is the only-alleged ground of configning thoufands of 
Jits inhabitants to ruin, mifery and defpair. Thofe 
charged with the moft azoravated crimes, are not pu- 
/nifhable, till arraigned before difinterefted judges; heard 
in their own defence, and found guilty of the charge. 
‘But here a whole people are accufed; prefecuted by they 
-know not whom; tried they know not when; proved 
“guilty they know not how; and fentenced to fuffer ine- 
vitable ruin: ‘Their hard fate cannot be averted by the 
moft fervile fubmiffion, the moft implicit obedience to 
| Eb4 this 
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this ftatute. Their firft intimation of it was on thet 
tenth of May, and it took place the firft of June, 1 
thence to continue in full force, till it fhall fufficiently ap- | 
pear to his majefty, that full fatisfaction hath been made || 
by or in behalf of the inhabitants of Bofton, to the Fatt 
India company, for the damage fuftained by the de-| 
ftruétion of their tea; and until it fhall be certified to i 
his majefty, by the governor or lieutenant governor of |) 
the province, that reafonable fatisfaction has been made }! 
to the officers of the revenue and others, for the riots ;/ 
and infurrection mentioned in it. So fhort a fpace is 
eiven for ftaying the torrent of threatened evils, that the 4) 
fabjedt though exerting his utmoft energy, muft be i 
overwhelmed, and driven to madnefs by terms of delj-' 
-verance which deny relief till his ruin 1s inevitable.” 
Others faid, ** Had punifhment been only threatened, !! 
had it been in our own option, whether we would fub- i 
mit or fuffer, the reafon for complaint would have been }} 
lefs,. But without previous warning in the propofal of 4 
‘any terms that might have prevented the coming of evil | 
upon us, it is inflicted with ineffable vengeance; fo that 1 
fhould we fervilely fubmit to all required, we muft not || 
withftanding fuffer almoft total ruin... The. conditions i 
upon which alone our fufferings are to be removed, far |) 
from being fixed with precifion, are fo loofe and inde- || 
terminate, that a governor may perpetuate them during | 
his political exiftence, the king in council not being : 
enabled to open the port without his certificate. The } 
wharfs and landing places in Bofton, which are the pro- | 
perty of numerous individuals, are.as to the ufe of them 
wherein only their value confifts, wrefted out of their \ 
hands, and put into the ihe s, to be difpofed of at his | 
| pleas 
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»pleafure. Two wharfs indeed are to be opened again, 
when his majefty fhall think proper; but the refidue 
are for ever interdicted the exercife of commerce.” 
_ The rough drafts of the bills « for the better regu- 
lating of the government of the Maffachufetts-bay ;? and 
) ‘for the impartial adminiftration of juftice in it,” 
) well as of that ‘ for quartering the troops in siete? 
/upon their arrival at Bofton, were inftantly circulated 
through the continent, and filled up whatever was be- 
fore wanting, of violence and indignation in moft of 
the colonies. Even thofe who were moderate or feem- 
ed wavering, now became refolute and refentful. No- 
thing was to be heard of, but meetings and refolutions. 
‘Liberal contributions for the relief of the diftreffed Bof- 
‘tonians were every where recommended, and foon prac- 
| tifed. Numberlefs letters were written from diftridts, 
} towns and provinces, to the people of Bofton, in which, 
befides every expreffion of fympathy and. tendernefs, 
they were commended for their paft conduct, and ftrongly 
exhorted to a perfeverance in that virtue, which had 
‘brought on their fufferings. It was in vain, that the 
friends of government attended a town meeting, and. 
attempted to pafs refolutions for the payment of the tea, 


Jand for diffolving the committee of correfpondence ; 
they found themfelves loft in a prodigious majority, 
and had no other refource than drawing up a proteft 
vagainft the proceedings of that body. The Bofton com- 
) mittee of correfpondence apprehended themfelves fo fixed 
in the good opinion of the public; that they ventured 
to frame and publifh an agreement, entitled, 7 folems 
feague and covenant, 
Hi General 
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Genéral Gage was fo alarmed at the idea of @ folemm | 
league and covenant, that he iffued a ftrong proclamation | 
-againtt it, filing it an unlawful, hoftile, and traiterous |! 


combination. He charged all magiftrates to apprehend 
and fecure for trial, fuch as fhould have any fhare in 


aiding or abetting the foregoing or any fimilar covenant, |. 


‘The charge was needlefs ; for the engagement was fo um 
guardedly expreffed, and fo extremely infnaring, that 
it was feverely cenfured by many of the beft and warmeft 
fons of liberty, in and about Bofton, who refufed*to 
give it fupport ; fo that, however it might be venerated 
out of the colony, it funk into obfcurity at home; and 


changed its form into one that was lefs exceptionable, | 
and yet equally well calculated to ftop the trade with 
Great Britain, and that sccorded with thofe entered into © 
about the fame ‘time, in various parts of the continent, 
without any previous concert with each other, any more | 


than with Bofton. The coincidence of fentiments and 


-meafures, given into by individuals, and affemblies — 


larger and fmaller, in the feveral and moft diftant colo 


nies, without any previous contrivance, has been fo re- ' 


markable, that perfons, the furtheft removed from fu- 
perftition, have inclined to afcribe it to a fpecial pro- 


vidence of God. They have been feemingly actuated ‘| 


by one and the fame fpirit, nearly at the fame inftant. 
When letters have been difpatched from Bofton to fel- 
low-patriots afar, afking or giving advice; letters from 
thefe have been upon the road, giving or afking the 
very advice which was wanted—the like in other mat- 
ters. Not that there is a uniformity in all points through 
the continent. The people may be divided into two 


great claffes. One is for rufhing headlong into the 


greateft 
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greatelt-extremities, without waiting till other meafures 
are tried, or receiving the general fenfe of the colonies; 
and though eager for holding a congrefs, would leave it 


| nothing to do, but to projecute the viclences which they 


The other is averfe to violent meafures, 
till all other means are ineffectually tried. . They wifh 


have began. 


_ further applications to be made te Britain, andthe griev- 
| ances they complain of, with the rights which they claim, 
_ to be clearly ftated and properly prefented. This, they 


fay, can be effectually done only by a general congrefs. 
There is a third party, who are: friends to the Britifh 
adminiftration, or rather whe do not totally difapprove 


of its meafures; but their voice is fo low, that except 


in a few particular places, it can fearcely be diftinguifh- 


} ed. The friends to colonial rights have a great advan- 
tage over them, not only from the goodnefs of. their 


caufe, but their pofleffing moft of the preffes on the 


continent. ‘Thefe are chiefly in the hands of the whigs; 


_and news-papers publifhing effays and other compofi- 


tions, againft the prevailing opinions of the people, have 


| not a univerfal fpread, and cannot prove fo profitable 
to the proprietors, as thofe on the other fide of the quef- 


tion. The command, which the fons of liberty have of 
the prefs, gives them the fuperiority in point. of influ- 


ence, over their antagonifts in the periodical publica« 


tions of the day. 
As the Bofton port-bill prohibits all water-carriage, 
befide fhutting up the port, the merchants are under 


the neceflity of adopting the expenfive mode of bringing 


their goods from Salem or Marblehead, all the way 


round, through Cambridge.and Roxbury, to Boftom 
| Had they been allowed to bring them so Charleftown by 


. land, 
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land, and thence to crofs them over by water, they would 
have faved a fourth of the way. But it is pleafing to 
obferve what trade is going forward, notwithftanding 


the embarraffinents with which it is clogged. Bofton is 


exhibiting a feene of patience, fortitude and perfeverance, 
which will make them renowned in hiftory. Though 
liberal contributions have been made, are raifing, and 
will be raifed, for the fuccour of fufferers; yet it may 
be eafily conceived, that in a town containing feveral 
thoufand inhabitants, who have fubfifted chiefly by com- 
merce, and the various kinds of bufinefs fubfervient to 
it, and where the maintenance of many families depends 
merely upon locality, the cutting off of that grand fource 
of their employment and fubfiftence, muft occafion great 
diftreffes notwithftanding every relief. Even the rich 
are not exempt from the general calamity, as a very 


confiderable part of their property confifts in wharfs, 


warehoufes, ftores, and thofe numerous erections, which 


are deftined to the purpofes of commerce, but are now 


no longer profitable. ia 

The people at larze have been for fometime prepars 
ing to defend their rights with the point of the fword? 
They fee, that they are either to be terrified, or driven 
into fubmiffion, by an armed force; and are for pro+ 
viding againft both. ‘The countrymen, in returning 
from Bolton, are daily bringing out guns, knapfacks, 
&c, Every one appears defirous of being well accou- 
tred. They have arms in general, the militia law: re- 
quiring it of all within a certain age. Note-——They are 
fond of fhooting, are accuftomed to it from: early life, 
and are fpecial markfmen. They are perfecting thems 
felves in their exercife. Handling the mufket and train. 
INSs 
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ing, are the fafhionable amufements of the male inha- 


bitants, while the females encourage them to proceed. 


The found of drums and fifes is conftantly faluting your 
ears. Hlufbands and wives, parents and children, bro- 
thers and fifters, lovers, the young and the old, feem 


i pofieffed of, or rather to be poffeffed by a martial fpirit, 
and are fired with an enthufiaftic zeal for liberty. In 


moft places, but particularly in Berk/oire and Worcefter 


| counties, where the influence of government was fuppofed 


to prevail moft, nothing is to be-feen or heard of, ex- 
cept the purchafing of arms and ammunition, the caft- 
ing of balls, and the making ofall thofe preparations, 


which teftify the moit immediate danger, and. deter- 


mined refiftance. a | 
The high military tone of the country people, is ta 

be placed chiefly to the account of the two. bills “ for 

regulating the government of. the ostachasauest 


| and “ the impartial adminiftration of juftice im it.’ 


Thefe bills have propofed fo thorough a change in the 
civil and religious liberties: of towns and individuals, 


that they view themfelves as intentionally deprived of 


every privilege, and reduced to the neceflity of fighting 
for all they hold dear to thern. It is of the utmoit con- 
fequence that juries fhould not be packed. . The accuf- 
tomed mode of electing them is excellent, but liable 
to abufe, and there “ may have been inftances wherein 
perfons who have no regard to religion and to divine re- 
velation, have been really picked up to ferve a turn *.” 
But this will not juftify that moft execrable alteration 
of leaving it in the power of the governor and council, 
through the aid of the fheriff, to obtain fuch a jury, in 


dle BON Whitney’ s Difcourfe, eres 
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each caufe, as.may beft fuit their paffions and interefts, 
whereby the lives and properties of the fubject are Sie 
into their hands without control *. 


It is alfo. to ‘be enacted, by the regulating bill, aa 


after the firtof Auguft 1774, there thall be no towne 


meetings, without the leave of the governor or lieute: | 
nant governor in ‘writing, exprefling the {pecial bufinefs | 
of fuch meetings, firft obtained, except the annual meets | 
ings in March forthe choice of feletmen, conftables | 


and .other officers; and in May for the election of re- 
prefentatives, and meetings to fill up the offices afore- 


faid on death or removal; and that no other matter fhall | 


be treated of at fuch meetings, except. the election of 


aforefaid officers or reprefentatives, nor at: any other ! 
meeting except the bufinefs expreffed in the leave given, 


A more obnoxious alteration could. fcarce. have stir 
invented. 

Every town is an sential republic. The feled 
men by their own authority, or upon the application of 
a certain number -of townfmen, iffue a warrant for the 
calline of a town-meéting. The warrant mentions the 


bufinefs to be engaged tn, and nd.othér can be legally : 
executed. The inhabitants are warned to attend; and / 


they that are prefent, though not a quarter-or tenth of 
the whole, have aright to proceed. ‘They choofe a pre- 
fident by the narme of Moderator, who regulates the 
proceedings of the meeting. Each. individual ‘has aa 
equal liberty of delivering his opinion, and is. not liable 
to be filenced or browbeaten by a richer or ereater townf- 
man‘than himfelf. Every freeman or freeholder, as the 


' * The Toede proteft againtt the act for A better regulating of the 
government. 
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‘pufinelS regards either the freeholders in particular o+ 
‘the freemen at large, gives his: vote or not, and ‘for or 
jpgainft as he pleafes; and each ‘vote ‘weighs. equally, 
whether that of the higheft. or loweft inhabitant. At 
thele town-meetings the people are. ufed to debate and 
sonclude upon inftructions to their -reprefentatives -re- 
pecting matters before, or likely to come before the ge~ 
peral court—freely to exprefs their fentiments regarding 
public tranfactions—to agree upon the choice of a mi- 

sifter, and the falary they fhall give him ;’ upon build- 
ong of repairing the meeting houfe, and upon a variety 
pf other interefting matters, which concern the exercile 
bf their civil or facred privileges. All the New England 
Jowns are upon the fame -plan in general, though dif- 
erent in certain particulars. In the colony of Rhode 
fland, they have:no minifter paid by the town as.a town, 


|, town charge, but is made up out of the voluntary con- 
Jributions of the denomination to which he is joined... 
|. From the free exercife of all the above cited rights, 
he Maffachufetts inhabitants are to be fufpended by the 
‘Mforefaid enacting claufe. “When they with, or have oc- 
Jafion to hold meetings for’any of the above purpotes, 
They will be obliged to apply to the governor, who may 
Jutta negative upon every application, and. who will 
have ic in his power to prevent -their fettlnmg a minifter, 
When the pulpit is become vacant, till he can be well 
‘hffured that the perfon on whom the choice will fal, 
“sither ‘does: or will incline to fupport a mea- 
ares, 

| The bill for the impartial adminiftration of sick; 
the people confider as threatening them with military 
a” execu- 
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xecution, if they comply not with that for the. bette: 
regulating of the government. The Englith blood whic 1 
they have derived from their forefathers, without cor- , 
rupting it by foreign mixtures, for they have been tod, 
national to encourage, like fome colonies, the fettlement, 
of foreigners among them—that blood boils in thei, 
veins at thefe two bills, and fires them to a military op4, 
pofition. The inhabitants of Connecticut mean not ta, 
be idle fpectators of the fate of their fifter colony, which} 
can only be a prelude to their own, and are therefore! 
giving into equal exertions for ftemming the approach 


18g torrent. 

- Soon after general Gage’s arrival, two régiments of foot 
with a fmall detachment of the artillery and fome cans, 
non, were landed at Bofton, and encamped on the com-' 
mon. .'Thefe troops were by degrees re-inforced. by the/ 
arrival of feveral regiments from Ireland, New Yorky,) 
Halifax, and at length from Quebec. The arrival and: 
{tation of thefe troops, was far from being agreeable to; 
the inhabitants; nor was the jealoufy in any degree lefs,) 
in the. minds of their neighbours of the furrounding: 
counties. The diffatisfa&tion was increafed by placing a 
euard upon Bofton neck, the narrow ifthmus which joins) 
the peninfula. to the continent; for which meafure the 
frequent defertion of the foldiers was the affigned rea-; 
fon. Individuals have encouraged fuch defertion; and: 
the Bofton committee have not failed to contribute to, 
the temptation, by making the fituation of the foldiery, 
as difagreeable as they could, and by counteracting all 
endeavours to render it comfortable. They act fyfte- 
matically for the prevention of all fupplies for the Britifh 
troops. Through their connection with the neighbour-, 
ing 
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‘ing committees, the farmers and others are prevented 


fubfiftence. The ftraw which is purchafed for their fer- 
vice is daily burnt. Veffels with brick, intended for the 


army, are funk; and carts with wood are overturned, 


| 


Thus, by fome contrivance or other, purchafes are either 


| 
2 7 


an opportunity of knowing the general temper of the 
people. A. report fpreads, that a regiment pofted on 
the neck, has cut off all communication with the coun- 


\prevented, or when made, the king’s property is deftroy- 


ed in every manner in which it can be effected. While 


thefe things are doing, a trifling circumftance eives the 
inhabitants of Bofton a full earneft of the fupport they 


may expect from the country in cafe of extremity, and 


try, in order to ftarve the town into a compliance with 


jany meafures which may be propofed to it. Upon this 
Wwague report, a large body of the inhabitants of Wor- 
yeefter county aflemble, and difpatch two meffengers ex- 
arefs to Bofton, to difcover the truth of the information. 
“Thefe envoys acquaint the townfmen, that if the report 
aad been true, there were feveral thoufand armed men 


eady to have marched to their affiftance. They tell 
hem further, that they are commiffioned to acquaint 


hem, that even though they fhould be difpofed to a 
urrender of their liberties, the people of the country 
will not think themfelves at all included in their act ; 


jhet by the late act and the bills pending in the Britith 
arhiament, when the laft intelligence was received, their 


harter was utterly vacated ; and that the compaét be- 


_ween Britain and the colonies being thus diffolved, they 
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are at full liberty to combine together, in what manney, 
and form they think beft, for mutual fecurity. 1 

The governor, by a proclamation for the encourage} 
ment of piety and virtue, the prevention and punifh1, 
ment of vice, profanenefs and immorality, has exafpe1, 
rated the minds of the people, owing to the infertion o}, 
bypocrify among the immoralities. They have bee 
{coffed at and reproached by enemies, and thofe oj) 


Auge 
4o 


view this infertion as an intended infult. 
acts, the governor received a lift of 36 new counfellors,, 
who agreeable to the new regulations, have been ap, 
pointed by the crown, contrary to the method prefcribec 
by the charter. About twenty-four of the gentlemen, 
have accepted, fo that there is a fufficient number to; 
attempt carrying on the bufinefs of government. Bui 
the courts of judicature at Bofton are fufpended, for’ 
the grand jurors refufe to take the oaths, and to a& un- 


der new judges and laws. The petit jurors declint, 
ferving, on account of Peter Oliver efq; ftanding im, 
peached by a late honorable houfe of commons of tht, 


province, and of the judges of the fuperior court being 
made to depend upon the crown. Not only fo, but thi| 
great and petty juries through the colony, unanimoufly 
refufe to act in any manner under the new regulations, 
and the clerks of the court have found it neceflary tc, 
acknowledge their contrition in the public papers, fo, 
iffuing the warrants by which the juries were fummoned, 
- and not only to declare that they will not at fo again, 
At Grea, 
Barringto! 


but to apologize for what they have done. 
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(Barrington and fome other places, the people affembled 
“in large bodies; and’ filled the court: houfe and avenués 
‘jin fuch a manner, that neither judge nor-officer could 
obtain entrance; and upon the fheriff’s commanding 


them to make way for the court, they anfwered, “ We 


| | 

dent of the ancient laws and ufages of our country, and 
hi none pb ie will we fubmit, or give way upon any 
| 

| account.’ 


l, 


Wednefday the twenty-fourth, to confider on meafures 
or oppofing the execution of divers late aéts of patlia- 


sovernor, who refides within a few miles of the place, tuts 


‘)g; but before they got to it, the bufinefs was finithed, 
jnd the inhabitants withdrawn. -Three of the gentle- 


ourt, and fo were difcharged. 


The proceedings of the people and hes Sela, 
“Mpofitions have alarmed the general, -who has thought, 


_ ure the important poft of Bofton, to fortify the entrance 
tthe neck, which affords the only communication, “ne 
" by water, between the town and the continent. 
fis own perfonal fafety, while at his country refidence 
i Danvers, would have been endangered, had not the 
rudence of Samuel Holten.efg; M.D. a genuine, de- 


| * 
a | Ce 2 termined, 


(OTA > 


know ho court, nor any other eftablifhment, -indepen- - 


- At Salem the merchants, freeholders, and other in- 
nabitants, were by hand-bills fummoned to meet on- 


ithed a proclamation prohibiting all perfons from attend - 
pg. The proclamation. being difregarded, a company-- 
\f foldiers were ordered into town to difperfe the meet- 


nen were apprehended, but gave. bonds to. appear in - 


 neceflary for the fafety of the troops, as well as to fer 


nent. The day preceding the intended meeting, the 23. 


Ap A. -s 
. va ¢ 
2 . 
i 
ve Fins pa Seer 8 oe 
ee ge = ms 
en i se ee 


, : 
<> ieeaees 
a aed 


Perot Ci 
388 


qo 


wHet HISTORY OF THE 


termined, but corifiderate fon of liberty, ekoled ary 


ynoderated the temper of his neighbours. 


‘William Brattle efg; frequently a& elected counfelk 
sled the charter, having given a hint to the govern 
to fecure the provincial ammunition, he fent two con}! 
Sept. panies of foldiers acrofs the river long before day breal 
who pofteffed themfelves of the powder in the arfenal ¥ : 
| “The news circulated apace, and in th 
iiorning the inhabitants of the neighbouring towns, 1 
the amount of feveral thoufands, affembled at 
bridge, moftly in arms. 
nant governor Oliver’s houfe, and to the houfes of fey 
ral of the new counfellors, and of others who they thougt 
had fhown themfelves unfriendly to the province. — 
of the counfellors were obliged to refign, and’ to declai 
they would no more act under, what are pronounced th 

arbitrary laws lately enacted. 
the multitude was reftrained from marching direétly t 
- Bofton, there to demand a delivery of the powder, an 
tn cafe of refufal to attack the troops. This collectio’ 
of people, and the confufion neceffarily attending the’ 
gave rife to a rumor, that the fleet an 


Charleftown. 


tranfactions, 


‘troops were firing upon the town of Bofton, which 
with - amazing rapidity through 
fefs than 24 hours after, there: were between 30 an 
fome of whom marched from 2 
0 30 miles toward Bofton before they were undeceiver 
a report and the feizure of the powder, roufed th 
; inhabitants ‘n the other colonies Leyond New Englan 
that they immediately began learning the military €?) 


“ecite. ae tranfadtion at “Cambridge iheaiécs ' 
oth! 


ge men in arms, 
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{other rifings in the colony as obliged. more of the new 
council to refign or to flee to Bofton; whither, by the” 
+ clofe of the month, the commiffioners, the cuftom-houfe 
» officers, and all who have made themfelves particularly 
bbnoxious, by taking an active and decided part againft 
jhe country, repaired for protection, Thus is the feat’ 
cof government at Salem abandoned, and the apparatus 
of a.cuftom-houfe removed to a place, which an act of 
parliament has profcribed from all trade, 8 
_ About this time the governor’s company of cadets, 
confifting of Bofton gentlemen, difbanded themfelves, 
nd returned him the ftandard he prefented to them upon 
jtis arrival, This flight was owing to his taking away 
yhe commiffion from Mr. Hancock, who was colonel of 
rhe corps. But Mr. Yobn Murray, a colonel of the mi- 
itia; having accepted a feat in the new council, twenty- 


jour officers of his regiment refigned their commiffions 
Ja one-day. Such is the prevailing fpirit, that all perfons 
i ecepting offices under the new laws, or preparing to act 
ja conformity to them, are declared enemies to their 
ountry, and threatened accordingly. Cl 
The feizing of the powder, and the withholding ae 
ae legal proprietors what is lodged in the magazine of 
softon, and the defign carrying into execution, of res 
"airing and manning ‘the fortification’ at the entrance of 
he town, have occafioned the holding an afiembly | of 
“Ae from the feveral towns and diftricts in the 
ounty of Suffolk, of which Bofton is the county town. 
after a moft fpirited ‘preamble, they refolved among'ge 
‘ther things, “ That no obedience is due from this: 
-rovince to either or any part of the late acts, but thar 
‘ney be rejected as the attempts of a wicked» ad~ 
Chey miniftration 
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province dire, they mutt be confidered as unconftitu’ 
“tional officers, and as fuch no regard ought to be paid: 
to them by the people of this country :—That if, the 
_ jeftices fhall fit and act during their prefent difqualified: 
ftate, this county will bear: harmlefs. ail fheriffs, jurorg: 
and other officers, who fhall refufe to carry into execu 
tion the orders of faid courts:—That it be -recom4! 
mended to the colleftors of taxes and all other officers! 
who. have public monies in their hands, to retain: the 
_farne and not to: make any payment thereof to the: pro- 
~. vincial county treafurer, until the civil government of 
the province. is. placed upon ‘a: conftitutional foundation 
or it fhall be otherwife ordered: by the propofed provin- 
‘cial congrefs :—That the perfons, who have accepted’ 
“feats at the council board, by virtue of a mandamus from 
the king,’ have acted. in a direct violation of the.duty' 
they owe to. their country; this county. do reconimend: 
it to all, who have fo highly offended, and have notal- 
ready refigined, ‘to make public refignation.on ‘or before: 
the 20th of this inftant September ; all, refufing % tc 
do, thall after faid day, bé confidered by this county as’ 
obftinate and incorrigible enemies to this countrys—' 
That the fortifications begun and now carrying on upor! 
Bofton neck, gives us reafon to apprehend fome hoftile 
intention againft that town :— That the late a& eftabhith- 
ing the Roman Catholic religion | in Quebec, is dangerous 
in an extreme degree to the Proteftant religion, and: to the 
eril rights and liberties of all America:—That whereas 
eur enemies have flattered themfelves, that they fhali 
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make an eafy prey of this numerous brave people, from 
an apprehenfion that they are unacquainted with military 
‘difcipline ; we therefore, for the honor and fecurity of 
this county and province advife, that fuch perfons be 
‘eleGted in each town as officers in the militia, as fhall 
be judged of fufficient capacity, and who have evidenced 
themfelves the inflexible friends to the rights of the 
‘people, and that the inhabitants do ufe their utmoft dili- 
igence to acquaint themfelves with the art of war, and 
‘do for that purpofe appear under arms at leaft once every 
7 week :—That during the prefent hoftile appearances on 

jthe part of Britain, we are determined to act merely 

“upon the defenfive fo long as fuch conduct may be yin~ 

‘dicated by reafon and the principles of felf-prefervation, 

but no longer :--That as we underftand it has been in 

jcontemplation to apprehend fundry perfons of this 
county, we do recommend, fhould fuch meafure be put 
lin practice, to feize and keep every fervant of the pre- 
Ment government throughout the province, until the per- 
jfons fo apprehended be reftored uninjured:—-That we 
recommend to all perfons, not to engage in any routes, 
jriots, or licentious attacks wpon the properties of any 
perfon whatfoever, as being fubverfive of all order and 
\government; but by a fteady, manly, uniform, and per- 
fevering oppofition, to convince our enemies, that in a 
‘conteft fo important, in a caufe fo folemn, our conduct 
fhall be fuch as to merit the approbation of the wife, 
and the admiration of the brave and free of every age 
and of every country.” They then drew up an addrefs 
yto the governor, and voted that Dr. Fofeph Warren 4a 
\phyfician, an amiable gentleman, who wifhes for’a re- 
jconciliation between the colonies and the parent ftate, 
cr, upon 
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upon a redrefs of grievances, and aims not at indepen- 
dency) with others, be a committee to wait on his ex- 


cellency, to inform him how the county is alarmed, and 
to remonttrate againft the fortifications making on the} 
neck, and the repeated infults offered by the foldiery, 
to perfons paffing and repaffing into Bofton, and to con-|i 
fer with him on thofe fubjeéis. The governor was 
waited upon to know if he would receive the committee 
with the addrefs ; but defiring a private copy of it, that} 
when he received them, he might be ready with a pre- | 
pared anfwer, he was furnifhed with it, and afterward || 
fixed on Monday the 12th for receiving the committee, |! 
The doings of the county delegates, and a copy of the’ 
addrefs to the governor have been fent off by exprefs to) 
the general congrefs now-met at Philadelphia. On’ the) 
Monday, when the committee had delivered the addrefs 
of the county,’ he anfwered to it, “ I have no intention | 
to prevent the free egrefs and’ regrefs of any. perfon to}, 
and from the town of Bofton. —I fhall fuffer none under; 
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my command to injure the perfon or property of any: 
of his majefty’s fubjeéts; but it is my duty to preferve: 
the peace, and: to prevent furprife; and no ufe will be. 
made of the cannon, unlefs the hoftile proceedings of | 
the people fhall render it neceflary The patriots are. | 
waiting earneftly for the opinion of congrefs on the 
Suffolk refolves, in hopes that they will be approved of; \ 
and if fo, they will’ go on: with greater refolution and: 
courage; for they will confider fuch. approbation asa’ 


>> 
° 


declaration, that the colony will be fupported by con- | 
erefs, in cafe hoftilities are neceflary for the prefervation: | 
of its liberties, and is alfo juftifiable in arming and ' 
training the militia. | hie | 
Mr. | 
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| Mr. Quincy is upon the point of failing for Britain, at 
Ihe requeit of feveral co-patriots. Be fo obliging as to 
| pay a proper attention to him: you will be pleafed at 
“finding him fo intelligent a gentleman, and may rely 
| upon his information. Shall keep the letter open, that 


if the fenfe of congrefs is received time enough, it may 
yee forwarded. 

 -P.S. The fons of liberty are in high fpirits. The 
‘sufi refolves were before congrefs on Saturday morn- 


ling, the 17th, and were confidered; after which it was 
tefolved unanimoufly, “ That this affembly deeply feels 
the fuffering of their countrymen in the Maffachu/etts- 
“bay, under the operation of the late unjuft, cruel, and 
joppreflive aéts of the Britify parliament :—That they 
“moft thoroughly approve the wifdom’and fortitude with 
which oppofition to thefe wicked minifterial meafures has 
Vhitherto been conducted, and they earneftly recommend 
to their brethren, a perfeverance in the fame firm and 
}temperate conduct as expreffed in the refolutions deter- 
|mined upon, at a meeting of the delegates for the 
county of Suffolk, Si ‘Tuefday the 6th inftant, (that was 
‘the day of their firft meeting, but they did not finifh 
till the 9th) trufting that the effect of the united efforts 
of North America in their behalf, will carry fuch con- 
‘viGtion to the Britifh nation, of the unwife, unjuft, and 
‘ruinous policy of the prefent adminiftration, as quickly 
to introduce better men and wiler meafures :— Re/olved 
unanimously, “Chat contributions from all the colonies for 
fupplying the neceffities, and alleviating the diftreffes of 
‘our brethren at Bo/fon, ought to be continued, in fuch 
“manner, and fo long as their occafions may require.” 
Mr. Quincy. fails to-day. eae 
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Roxbury, Feb. 3) 775+ > \ 


aa meafures purfued by the Britifh miniftry, for 


fubjecting America to parliamentary authority in 


all cafes whatever, have united the twelve colonies, from |, 
New Hampfhire to South Carolina inclufively, intoa / 


compact body. Many on the fide of government flat- 


tered themfelves, that the event would never exift. They | 
had no fmall ground for it, confidering that feveral of , 


tne colonies clafh in their particular interefts; have been 


frequently quarrelling about boundaries and other mat- , 
ters; differ greatly in manners, cuftoms, religion and , 
conftitutions ; and have local prejudices, jealoufies and , 
averfions. But they have been prefled by a common , 
danger, threatening the moft valuable rights of each in- ; 


dividual province, fo that they have all elected delegates 


to meet in a general congrefs to confult in what way to 


obtain a redrefs of grievances, and ward off the im- 


pending ruin. The minrterial influence in New York 


has not prevailed as was expected, to keep that colony 
from joining the others. Great dependence was had 
upon their monied men; but the caufe of liberty was 
too popular, and the numbers that efpoufed it too many 
and toa independent, either to be bribed or overawed, 

' The delegates being arrived at Philadelphia, from all 
the colonies except North Carolina, they met in general 
congrefs, 
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 cohgrefs, and proceeded to the choice of'a prefident, 
| when Peyton Randolph efq; was unanimoully elected, and 
| Mk. Charles Thomfon was unanimoufly chofen fecretary. 
| They refolved, that ** in determining queftions, each 
colony fhall have one vote.” Before they engaged in 
any fpecial bufinefs, the North Carolina delegates joined 
them. The number of the whole when. together, is 
fifty-two, befide the prefident. The firft important fer- 
) vice wherein they engaged, you have had an account of 
“in the preceding poftfcript. In their fubfequent refolu- 
tions they declared, ‘“‘ That if the late acts of parliament O88. 
 thall be attempted to be carried into execution by force, 
| in fuch- cafe’ all America ought tofupport the-inhabitants 
| of the Maffachu/fetts-bay in their oppofition That if it 
| be found abfolutely neceflary to remove the people of 


Bofton into the country, all America ought to contribute 
toward recompenfing them for the injury they may. 


} thereby fuftain :—And that every perfon, who fhall ac- 
| cept, or act under any commufiion or authority derived 
'| from the act of parliament, changing the form of govern- 
> ment and violating the charter, ought to be held im‘de~ 
teftation.” ‘They have written a letter to generalGage,',,, 


in which they exprefs the deepeft concern at his pro~ 


| ceeding in a manner that bore fo hoftile an appearance, 
ahd which even the oppreffive acts of parliament did not! 
_warrant. They reprefent the tendency this condu& mutt 
have to irritate’ and force the people, hitherto- well- 
| difpofed to peaceable meafures, into hoftilities, which 


may prevent the endeavours cf congrefs to reftore a good 


 underftanding with the-parent ftate, and may involve us 
insthe horrors of a civil war. They exprefs their hope, 
that the general, to quitt the-minds af the people, will 
. | difcontinue | 


Se 


pacts, In the firft of thefe are life, liberty and proper- 
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difcontinue the fortifications in and about Bofton, pres 
vent any further invafions of private property, reftrain 
the irregularities of the foldiers, and give orders that 


the communication between the: town and stig may |: 


be open, unmolefted and free. — | 

The general in his anfwer faid, No troops have; 
given lefs caufe for complaint, and-greater care was ne-: 
ver taken to prevent it; and fuch care and attention was 


never more neceflary from the infults and provocations | 


daily given to both officers and foldiers. The commu 
nication between the town and country has been always 
free and unmolefted, and is fo fill.” This affértion 
may appear perfectly juft to a military gentleman ; but 


may be otherwife thought of by one in a civil depart ; 


ment, who means that the entrance into a town fhould 


have neither guards nor fentinels, either to {top or chal ; 
lenge paffengers, whether by night or by day. The 
general intimated, that the hoftile preparations throughs. 


out the country, and the menaces of blood and flaughter 
made it his duty to fortify the neck. He concluded. 


with“ I ardently wifh, that the common enemies to : 


both countries may fee, to their difappointment, that 
thefe difputes between the mother country: and the cos 
lonies, have terminated like the quarrels of loversy and 
increafed the affection which they sia to bear to each 
other.” pin > OF 
The congrefs have alfo made a denna of: right 
(containéd within‘a number of refolves) to which; they 
fay, the Englifh colonies of North America are entitled 
by the immutable laws of nature, the principles:of the 
Englith conftitution, and their feveral charters or com= 


ty» 


——————— 
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enabled them to exercife. 
foundation of Englifh Jiberty, and of all free govern- 
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| ty, 2 right to the difpofal of any of which, without their 


confent, they have never ceded to any fovereign power 
whatever. ‘They mention, that their anceftors, at the 
time of their emigration, were entitled to all the rights, 
liberties and immunities of free and natural born fub- 


jeéts, within the realm of England; and that by fuch 
emigration they by no means forfeited, furrendered or 
loft any of thofe rights; but that they were, and their 
defcendants now are, entitled to the enjoyment of al} 


fach of them, as their local. and other circumftances 
They then ftate, that the 


ment, is aright in the people to participate in their le- 


 giflarive council; and proceed to fhow, that as the co- . 
Jonifts are not, and from various caufes, cannot be re- 


prefented in the Britith parliament, they are entitled to 


_afree and exclufive power of legiflation in their fevera} 
- provincial legiflatures, where their right of reprefenta- 
| tion can alone be preferved, in all cafes of taxation and 


internal policy, fubje& only to the negative of their foye- 


_ reign, in fuch manner as had heretofore been ufed. 


To qualify the extent of this paragraph, which may 
feem to leave no means of parliamentary interference, 


for holding the colonies to the mother country, they de- 


clare, that, from the neceffity of the cafe, and a regard 


to the mutual interefts of both countries, they cheer- 


fully confent to the operation of fuch aéts of the Britifh 
parliament as are, Jona fide, reftrained to the regulation 


of their external commerce, for the purpofe of fecuring 


the commercial: advantages of the whole. empire to the 


mother country, excluding every idea of taxation, either 


la 
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internal or: external, for raifing a revenue on the fub-|_ 
je&ts in America wthout their confent. a |i 
They refolved, “ That the refpeétive colonies are en-} 
titled to the common law of England, and more-efpe-f 
cially to the great and eftimable privilege of being tried} 
by their peers of the vicinage, to the benefit of fuch of} 
the Englifh ftatutes as exifted in the time of their colo}! 
nization, and which they have found to be applicable to}. 
their feveral and other local circumftances ; and to all|' 
the immunities and privileges granted and confirmed! 
to them by royal charters, or fecured by their feveral | 
codes of provincial laws :—-That, they have a right to | 
aflemble peaceably, confider of their grievances, and! 
petition the king; and that all profecutions, prohibitory | 
proclamations, and commitments for the fame, are ille- ’ 
gal:--That the keeping a ftanding army in thefe coloz ‘ 
nies, in times of peace, without the confent of the le- i 
giflature of that colony in which fuch army is kept, is ‘ 
again{t law:—That it is rendered effential to good go- 
yernment, by the Englifh conftitution, that the confti- ° 
tuent branches of the legiflature be independent of each | 
other; that therefore the exercife of legiflative power, | 
by a council appointed, during pleafure, by the crown, . 
is unconftitutional and deftru€tive to the freedom of | 
American legiflation.” 
They ‘proceeded to claim, in behalf of sherri 
and conttituents, and to infift on the foregoing articles 
as their indifputable riehts and liberties, which cannot 
be legally taken from ee altered or abridged by any 
power whatever, without their own confent by their ré2 ~ 
prefentatives in their feveral provincial legiflatures.. They 
thea refolved concerning eleven acts’ of parliament, or 


® : parts 
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parts of acts, paffed in the prefent reign, that ‘ they 


“are infringements and violations of the foregoing rights, 
jand that the repeal of them is effentially neceffary, in 


order to reftore harmony between Great Britain and the 


|American colonies.” Among thefe is the Quebec bili, 
which is termed, “ an act for eftablifhing the Roman 


catholic religion in the province of Quebec, abolifhing 


the equitable fyftem of Englifh laws, and erecting a ty- 
ranny there, to the great danger (from fo total a diffi- 


milarity of religion, law and government) of the neigh- 


| bouring Britifh colonies, by the affiftance of whofe blood 


and treafure the faid country was conquered from 


\France.”’ 


ql 


After fpecifying their nghts and enumerating. their 


“grievances, they mention, that in hopes of being re- 
 ftored to that ftate, in which both countries formerly 
found happinefs and profperity, they have for the pre- 


fent, only refolved to purfue the following peaceable 


‘meafures, viz. to enter into 2non-importation, non-con- 


fumption, and non-exportation agreement; and to prepare 
jan addrefs to the people of Great Britain, a memo- 
rial to the inhabitants of Britifh America, and a loyal 
addrefs to his majefty. | . 


| By the affociation they have bound. themfelves, and 
intentionally their conftituents, to a ftriG@ obfervance of 


fourteen articles. They have agreed by the fecond, 
‘That after the firft of December next, they will wholly 
jdifcontinue the flave trade, and will neither hire their 


399. 


iveffels, nor fell their commodities to thofe who are con- 
cerned in it ‘-—By the third, That from that day, they . 
will not purchafe or ufe any tea imported on account 
of the Eaft India company, or any on which a duty 
Ms e5 . , hath 


ts) Be 
a 
by Mil 
be 
We i ‘i { 
4 i 
iB mi | 
o 4 eR: 
th | i 1 
Bie Wat Li? bf 
CR elo bat 
i ' i vet | if 
ie Het RR? 
Bbae ) SOrh 
eh | a 
fe Hh | 
Bins eet it Geen Mn 
bl ie ie 
\ Ae 
wis 
| 


SS 


Ft THe a 


See 


Ea le 
He ee ea 
inet 1 ae 
) i fi a) i 
bi bee s(t a ta 
H his fh 
he af 
bie ae ea 
tet Ta ae 
4 CS PaO 


Zhe 


yince, that fhall not accede to, or that fhall hereafter’ 
violate the affociation ; but will hold them as inimical | 


by all the members of congreis. 
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hath been or fhall- be paid; and. from and after the firf} 
of March next, they will not purchafe or ufe any Ea(]' 
India tea whatever, nor any of thofe goods, they hav¢. 
agreed not to import, which they fhall have caufe t 
fufpect were imported after the firft. of December, ex} 
cept fuch as come under the directions afterward men 


tioned :-—-By the fourth, That the non-exportation agree 
ment fhall be fufpended to the tenth of September 1775. 
after which, if the acts or parts of acts objected to are 
not repealed, they will not direétly or indire@tly export) 
any commodity whatfoever to Great Britain, Ireland o 
the Welt Indies, except rice to Europe :—By the fifth,! 
That they will never more have any commercial inter-) 
courfe with any Britifh merchants, who may fhip goods: 
in violation of and with a view of breaking the affo-' 
ciation :—By the eighth, That they will encourage fru-' 
gality, ceconomy and induftry, promote agriculture arts: 
and manufactures, difcourage every fpecies of extrava-” 
gance and diffipation, and will wear no other mourning 
than a piece of crape or ribbon :—By the fourteenth and * 

jaft, That they will have no trade, dealings or intercourle_ 

whatfoever, with any North American colony or pro- 


to their country. This affociation, which is to continue | 
in force, till the above acts, or parts of acts, wherein | 


they relate to the colonies, are repealed, has been figned. 


In their addrefs to the people of Great Britain, the | 
ne pay the higheft praife to the nobte and generous 
virtues of thei and our common anceftors; but in a- 
way which rather reproaches you with a fhameful dege- | | 

neracy. 
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“neracy. They tell you not to be furprifed, that they; 
‘who are defcended from the fame common anceftors, 
\fhould refufe to furrender their liberties and the confti- 
‘tution you fo juftly boaft of, to men, who found their 
j\claims on no principles of reafon, and who profecute 
them with a defign, that by having our lives and pro- 
“perty in their power, they may with the greater facility 
‘enflave you. They complain of being opprefled, abufed 
and mifreprefented, fo that it is become a duty to them- 
felves and their pofterity, and to the general welfare of 
the Britifh empire, to addrefs you on this very impor- 
“tant fubject. They call upon you yourfelves, to witnefs 
‘to their loyalty and attachment to the common intereft 
‘of the whole empire ; to their efforts in the laft war; 
‘and to your own acknowledgment of their zeal, and 
your even reimburfing them large fums of money, which 
you confefled they had advanced beyond their propor- 
\tion, and far beyond their abilities. They proceed to 
‘Rate and examine the meafures and the feveral ats of 
parliament, which they confider as hoftile to America ; 
hnd reprefent the probable confequences to your country 
“hould miniftry be able to carry the point of taxation, 


and reduce the colonies to a ftate of perfect flavery. 
They ingenioufly endeavour to render theirs a caufe com- 


‘non to both countries, by fhowing, that fuch fuccefs, 


night in the end, be as fatal to the liberties of Britain 


4s to thofe of America. Take care (fay they) that 
you do not fall into the pit preparing for us.” After 


lenying the feveral charges of being feditious, impatient 


of government, and defirous of independency, which 


hey affert to be calumnies; they declare, that if neither 


the voice of juftice, the dictates of the law, the prin- 
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ciples of the conftitution, nor the fuggeftions of huma- 
nity, can reftrain your hands from fhedding of human} 
lood in fuch an impious caufe; they muft tell you 
That they never will fubmit to be hewers of wood, oy 
drawers of water for any miniftry or nation in the world.’ 
They afterward make a propofal, which, if duly attend4, 
ed to, may afford a favorable bafis for negotiation 
«© Place us in the fame fituation that we were in at tha, 
clofe of the lat war, and our former harmony will be, 
rettored.” The fame truth was tranfmitted to fome of) 
the miniftry by the late reverend Mr. Whitefield betord: 
his death in 1770 at Newbury-port, in. nearly the fol. 
lowing words, “>Would you have peace and harmony! 
reftored through the colonies,‘ you Pt attend to the 
military phrafe, right about as you were.” ‘The like fen-| 
timent, was confirmed. by a fubfequent letter, from ano-| 
ther quarter, after a-defigned conference upon the 7 
ject with Fhomas Cufoing and Samuel Adams elgrs. 0} | 
Botton, and Temas Lynch efq; of South Carolina.. The! 
ongrefs conciude their addrefs, by expreffing the utmotl 
regret at their being compelled by the over-ruling ‘prin. 


ciples of pe ervation, to adopt meafures detrimen-) 
ito numbers of their fellow fubjects in Great Britain. 
and Ireland, in the fufpenfion of ‘their importations, 
from both thefe kingdoms. They finally reft their hope 
of a reftoration of that harmony, oe and frater-: 
al _affection. between all the inhabitants of his majefty’s 
enero and territories, fo ardently withed for by every 
| honeft American, upon the magnanimity and: 


uhie of 1 he Britifh nation, in furnifhine a parliament 


of fuch wifdom, independence and public fpirit; as may 
fave the violated rights of the whole empire, from the 
devices 
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‘devices of wicked minifters and evil counfellors, whe- 
‘ther in or out of office. 

 Congrefs, in their memorial to the inhabitants of Bri- 
‘ith America, inform the colonies, that they have dili- 
‘ently, deliberately and calmly inquired into all the mea- 
ures, which have excited the prefent difturbances ; and 
That upon the whole they find themfelves reduced to the 
ifagreeable alternative of being filent, or betraying the 
“nnocent, or of {peaking out and cenfuring thofe they 
‘sith to revere. They prefer the courfe dictated by ho- 
jnefty, and a regard for the welfare of their country. 
: After {tating and examining the feveral laws which have 
Hyeen pafled, andthe meafures which have been purfued 
‘vith refpeé&t to America, fince the conclufion of the late 
iWwarto the prefent period, they inquire into the motives 
or the particular hoftility againft the town of Bofton 
}nd province of Maffachufetts-bay ; though the beha- 
Yiour of the people in other colonies, has been in equal 
}ppofition to the power affumed by parliament; not- 
| “ichftanding which no f{tep had been taken againft any 
if them by government. This they reprefent as an art- 
jal fyftematic line of conduét, concealing feveral defigns, 
dding, “Jt is expected that the province of the Maf- 
jachufetts-bay will be irritated into fome violent action, 
that may difpleafe the reft of the continent, or that may 
induce the people of Great Britain to approve the me- 


Jitated vengeance of an imprudent and exafperated mi- 
oiftry. If the unexampled pacific temper of that pro- 
rince fhall difappoint this part of the plan, it is hoped 
he other colonies will be fo far intimidated as to defert . 
heir brethren, fuffering in a common caufe, and that 
hus difunited all may be fubdued,.” They proceed to 
i * Dd a ftate 
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ward the clofe they have thefe words, “ We think ou’ 


agitated againft thefe colonies have been fo conduéte | 


Wwar. They exprefs their apprehenfion, that as his me 
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{tate the importance of the truft, which has been repof{| 
in them, and the manner in which they have difchargq 
it; and deeply deplore the neceffity which prefied the] 
to an immediate interruption of commerce, and apol| 
gize with faying, “ We are driven by the hands of vil’ 
lence into unexperienced and unexpected public conv | 
fions, and are contending for freedom fo often conten¢ 
ed for by our anceftors. ‘ The people of England,” 
they, will foon have an opportunity of declaring the 
fentiments concerning our caufe. In their piety, gen) 
rofity and good fenfe, we repofe high confidence, ar/ 
cannot upon a review of paft events be perfuaded, t 
they, the defenders of true religion, and the afferters | 
the rights of mankind, will take part againft their afte! 


\ ie 
fe 


tionate proteftant brethren in the colonies, in favor || 


our open and their own fecret enemies, whofe intrigu’ 
for feveral years paft have been wholly exercifed in Gai] 


ping the foundations of civil and religious liberty.” Ti 


felves bound in duty to obferve to you, that the fchem. 
as to render it prudent that you fhould extend your vier 
to the mot unhappy events, ang be in all refpects pr 
pared for every contingency.” 
The addrefs of congrefs to his majefty is clothe 
the habit of an humble petition, wherein they beg lear 
to lay their grievances before the throne. After an ent 
meration ri them, they implore his clemency for prc 
tection againft them; and impute all their diftrefic 
dangers and fears, to the deftru€tive fyftem of colon 
adminiftration adopted fince the conclufion of the la 
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ley enjoys the fignal diftinétion of reigning over free- 
ren, the language of freemen cannot be difpleafing ; 


ding, “ Your royal indignation, we hope, will rather 
ll on thofe defigning and dangerous men, who dar- 

ety interpofing themfelves between your royal perfon 
‘ad your faithful fubje@ts, and for feveral years paft in- 
flantly employed to diffolve the bonds of fociety, by 
pufing your majefty’s authority, mifreprefenting your 
merican fubjects, and profecuting the moft defperate 
id irritating projects of oppreffion, have at length com- 
led us, by the force of accumulated injuries, too fe- 


ipre to be any longer tolerable, to difturb your majef- 
\’s repofe by our complaints.” T’hey beg leave to 
jfure his majefty, that in regard to defraying the charge 
the adminiftration of juftice and the fupport of civil 
‘overnment, fuch provifion has been and will be made, 


| has been and fhall be judged, by the legiflatures of 
Je feveral colonies, juft and fuitable to their refpective 


ircumftances ; and that for the defence, protection and 
jcurity of the colonies, their militias, 1f properly re- 
. ulated as they earneftly defire may be immediately 
pne, would be fully fufficient, at leaft in times of peace ; 
‘id in cafe of war his faithful colonifts will be ready and 
Jilling, as they ever have been when contftitutionally  re- 
aired, to demonftrate their loyalty, by exerting their 
joft ftrenuous efforts in granting fupplies and raifing 
irces. They fay, “ We afk but for peace, liberty and 


br do we folicit the grant of any new right in our fa- 
yr. Your royal authority over us, and our connec- 
on with Great Britain, we fhall always carefully and 
paloufly endeavour to fupport and maintain.”’—« We 
| Dd 3 prefent 


— 


fety. We wifh nota diminution of the prerogative, 
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prefent this petition, only to obtain redrefs-of grievaned 
and relief from fears and jealoufies, occafioned by th 


fyftem of f{tatutes and regulations adopted fince the clo}! 
of the late war, by the abolition of which fyftem, t 
harmony between Great Britain and thefe colonies, wij 


“@ 
. 
See 
= 2 eee 


be Bist hoe’ eae e In the Marnie and yuh, 


caufes a our I de calle are piri our futuj) 
conduct will prove us:not unworthy of the. regard, 


ae a a 


have been accuftomed in our happier days to enjoy! 


Pe eg 


For, appealing to that Being who fearches thorough} 
the hearts of his creatures, we folemnly profefs, that al 
councils have been influenced by no other motive, tha} 
a dread of impending deftruction.” They implore hi 
majefty ia the moft folemn manner, as the loving fi 
ther of his whole people, connected by the fame banc: 
of law, loyalty, faith and blood, not to fuffer the tran?! 
cendent relation formed by thefe ties to be further vic: 
lated, in uncertain expectation of effects, that if attain! 
ed, never can compenfate for the calamities throug’ 
which they muft be gained. They moft. earneftly be 
feech him, that his royal authority and inter ‘pofition fai 
be ufed for their relief; and that a gracious anfwer ma: 
be given to their petition, . The .clofe is a prayer, th: 
his majefty may enjoy every felicity through adong an’ 
glorious reign, and that his defcendants may inherit h' 
profperity and dominions till.time fhall be no more. ° 

The congrefs, a week after refolving upon:-the afloc! 
ation, an addrefs to the people of Great Britain, a mé 
morial to the, inhabitants of the colonies, and)an addre’ 
to his: majefty,. further relolyed; « That an-addrefs bj 


Be : prepare: 
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Bi epi ‘to the people of Quebec, and ‘letters: tothe 
ycolonies of St. John’s; Nova Scotia, Georgia, Fait and 
Weft Florida, who have not deputies to disc tiem 
. in thiscongrefs.” ) o%; bastret 
~ "Pheir addrefs to the French irlhiabibamest: in Canadas 

| DD hen the moft dexterous management, and the mot 
“eae of application to the temper and paffions of 
a \partiess whom they: endeavour to-gain. They ftate 
Wthe right they had, upon mesnawen Enelifh fubjects, to 
athe ineftimable benefits of the Englith conttitution ; and 
jthat this right was further confirmed by the royal pro- 
yclamation in 1763, plighting the public faith for their 
full enjoyment of thofe advantages. They impute to 
’ fucceeding minifters an audacious and cruel abufe of the 


-- — 2 


royal authority, in withholding from them the fruition 
Jof the irrevocable rights, to which they were thus jullly 
Wentitled. They undertake to explain to thern, forme of 
the moft important branches of that’ form of govern- 
jment from which they are debarred; and in fo doing, 


| 


quote paffages from their countryman Montefquicu, 
whom they artfully adopt as a judge and an irrefragable 
authority upon this occafion. They then proceed to 
fpecify and explain, under feveral diftin&t heads, the 


—" 
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principal rights to which the people are entitled by the 


fend the poor from the rich, the weak from the power- 
ful, the induftrious from the rapacious, the peaceable 
from the violent, the tenants from the lords, a and all 
from their fuperiors. 

They attempt: pointing out numberlefs deformities in 
‘the Quebec-bill, and placing them ‘in. thofe. points of 
view which fhould render it odious to mankind. They 
| Dd 4 renew 
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Englifh conftitution; and thefe rights they truly fay, de- 
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‘prejudices which might arife from the difference of their! 


‘peace with one another, and thereby enabled to defy: 


_ be unknown to the Canadians, or give them no-um-) 
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renew their applications to the paffions and partiality of 
the Canadians; and at length introduce Montefquiey| 
as addrefling them thus; “ Seize the opportunity pre 
fented to you by providence itfelf. You are a fmalh: 
people compared with thofe who with open arms invitq: 


unalterable friends, or your inveterate enemies, Your 
province is the only link wanting to complete the bright’ 
and {trong chain of union. Nature has joined’ you 
Do you join your political interefts, 
The value and extent of the advantages tendered to you 
are immenfe. Heaven grant you may not difcover’ 
them to be bleffings after they have bid you an eternal 
adieu.” They endeavour to obviate the jealoufies and! 


country to theirs. 


religious principles, by inftancing the cafe. of the Swifsi 
Cantons, whofe union is compofed of Roman Catholic: 
and Proteftant ftates, living in the utmaft concord andy 


and defeat every tyrant that has invaded them. © The) 
congrefs, upon this article, appear to have winked out’ 
of fight their complaint about eftablithin g the Roman’ 
Catholic religion in Quebec, and ican that it would: 


brage. They declare, that they do not afk them toi 


) 


commence hoftilities againft the government. of their’ 


common foyereign, but only invite them to confult their) 
ewn glory and welfare, and to unite with them in one’ 
focial compact. They conclude by informing them,' 
that the congrefs had, with univerfal pleafure, and ali 
unanimous 
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unanimous vote, refolved, That they fhould confider 
thie violation of their rights, by the act for altering the 
j}povernment of their province, as a violation of their 
Jown; and That they fhould be invited to accede to their 

| confederation. 

Before this addrefs was perfected and figned, congrefs oa. 
irefolved “‘ That the feizing, or attempting to feize any 2! 
perfon in America, in order to tranfport fuch’ perfon 
beyond the fea, for trial of offences committed in Ame- 
‘rica, being again law, will juftify and ought to meet 
with refiftance and reprifal.” They have alfo agréed, 
that another congrefs fhall be held on the roth day of 

| May next, unlefs the redrefs of gucuances be obtained 

' before that time. 

The general congrefs, having finithed their delibera- ,¢ 
‘tions, diffolved themfelves. The impartial world. will 
go near to acknowledge, that the petitions and addrefles 
from the congrefs have been executed with uncommon 


: —— 


Jenergy, fkill and ability; and that abftractedly con- 
fidered, in refpect to. vigor of mind, ftrength of fenti- 
ment, and patriotic language, they would not difgrace 
J any affembly whatfoever. The ftudied attention that 
| congrefs have paid to the Maffachufetts-bay and its 
| diftreffed capital, will both confole and invigorate the 
inhabitants. Many however of the congreffional acts 
_ were neither: carried unanimoufly, nor without much 
debate. Mr, Galloway of Pennfylvania, and Mr. Duane 
of New York, inclined to the fide of miniftry. The 
former became a member at the earneft folicitation of 
_ the affembly, and refufed compliance till they had given 
| him inftructions agreeable to his own-mind, as the rule 
| of his conduct, Thefe inftructions they fuffered him ta 
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draw.up: they were briefly to ftate the rights and:the} 
grievances of America, and to propofe a plan of amis 
cable. accommodation of. the differences between Great 
Britain and the colonies, and of a perpetual unio} mt 
September the twenty-eighth a plan was. propofed by} 
him, which was debated a whole'day, when the queftion|, 
was carried fix colonies to five; that it fhould be res}) 
fumed and further confidered: but it at length fell) 
through. The ten-refolutions which the conerefs ‘came : 
to in their declaration, expreffing, their indubitable rights | 
and liberties, met with very confiderable oppofitiont |) 
Mr, Duane .and .others who drew with him, perplexed } 
the propofals made by the high fons of liberty, fo that | 


the congrefs did not come to a fingle refolution for-more | 


than. a fortnicht,-neither in ftating their rights nor their | 
grievances. When fix days before that declaration, of : 
Oétober the eiehth, the refolution was paffed, © that the » 
eonerefs approve the oppofition of the inhabitants of the 
Maflachufetts-bay to the execution of the late acts of pars : 
Hament; and if the fame fhallbe attempted, &e. (p.395.)” ° 
Galloway and Duane not only oppofed, but wantéd to | 
have their protefts entered; which being refufed, on ° 
their return from congreis they gave each other a cers i 
tificate, declaring their oppofition to that queftion, as ° 
they thought it a treafonable one*. In fome ftage of : 
their proceedings, the danger of a rupture with Britain ‘ 
was urged as a plea for certain conceffions. Upon this - 
Mr. §..Adams .rofe up, and among: other things faid in » 
fubftance, “I fhould advife perfifting. in our ftruggle : 
for liberty, though it was revealed from heaven that 999 » 


 ® Parliamentary Debates relative to general Howe, Mr, Galloway's 
anfwers. ‘i 
| were 
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were to perifhy and only: one of a thoufand to furvive 
and retain his liberty. One fuch freeman mut poffefs 
moré virtue, and enjoy more happinefs than a thoufand 
| flaves; and let him propagate ‘his like, and tran{mit to 
them what he’hath fo nobly preferved.” It was a fight 
| of patriotifin, ferving to thow-the. temperof the fpeaker:” 
' but the fentiment is fo hyperbolical, as to throw it far, 
beyond the reach of practice.. Mr.S. Adants having. 
_ feen an happy iffue to the important deliberations of the — 
| general congrefs, after his return repaired to the Mafz- — 
chufetts provincial congrefs to aid m their deliberations. 
General Gage, by the advice of his new, council, 
iffued writs for the holding ofa general ‘affembly. at 
Salem on the sth of October... ‘The events which after- 
ward took place made him think tt expedient to,coun- 
teract the writs, by a proclamation for fufpending the 
meeting of the members returned. But the legality of 
the proclamation was called into queftion; and the new 
members, to the number of go, met according: to the 
precepts, on the day and at the place appointed. Havy- O& 
ing waited that-day, without the prefence of ‘the gover+> 
nor, or any fubftitute for him,-to adminifter. the oaths 
and open the feflion; on the next they appointed a com- 
mittee to confider the proclamation; and on the thirds 
refolved therafelves into a provincial congrefs, to be 
| joined by fuch others as have been or fhall be chofen; to 


take into confideration the dangerous and alarming fitu- 
ation’ of public affairs. The following day they met 
in provincial congrefs and adjourned to Concord, about 
20 miles fron Charleftown, and when there chofe Mr. 11. 
| Hancock prefident. ‘They proceeded to appoint a com- 
mittee to wait upon the governor with a remonftrancé," 
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in which they apologize for their meeting, from the 
diftrefied ftate of the colony; exprefs the grievous ap- 
prehenfions of the people; affert that the rigor of the 
Bofton port-bill is exceeded by the manner in which it 
is carried into execution; and complain of the late laws 
and the hoftile preparations on Bofton-neck. They 
conclude with adjuring him, to defift immediately from 
the conftruction of the fortrefs at the entrance into 
Bofton, and to reftore that pafs to its natural ftate. The 
governor was involved in fome difficulty as to giving 
them an anfwer, for he could not acknowledge the lega- 
lity of their affembly. Neceffity however prevailed. 


He expreffed great indignation at the idea’s being form- 


ed, that the lives, liberties, or property of any people, 
except avowed enemies, could be in danger from Eng. 
lifh troops; and obferved, that notwithftanding the en- 
mity fhown to the troops, by withholding from them 
almoft every thing neceffary for their prefervation, they 
had not yet difcovered the refentment which might juftly 
have been expected to arife from fuch hoftile treatment, 
He reminded them, that while they complained of alte- 
rations made in their charter by acts of parliament, they 
were themfelves by their prefent affembling, fubverting 


that charter, and now acting in direct violation of their. 


own conftitution: he therefore warned them of the rocks 
they were upon, and to defift from fuch illegal and un- 
conftitutional proceedings. But they were not in the 
leaft diverted from profecuting their meafures, They 
adjourned to and met at Cambridge. "i 

‘A committee was appointed to draw up a plan for 
the immediate defence of the province. It was con- 


chuded to raife and inlift a number of sznute-men, now 


for 
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for the firft time fo called, from their being to turn out 
1 with their arms at a minute’s warning. Upon the de- 
; bate for raifing money to purchafe military articles, a 
thoufand pound (lawful, a fourth lefs than fterling) was 
| 


moved for and feconded; then two thoufand. The 
country members in common had no conception of the 
| expences attending warlike operations ; and were dread- 
_ fully afraid of voting away their own and their confti- 
_tuent’s money, however neceflary the expenditure of it. 
They are generally perfons of good underftanding in 
matters within their own fphere, but are not competent 
_ judges of thofe that lie without it: and being accuftomed 
only to fmall fums, ftartle at the mention of thofe, 
which to them have the comparative appearance of 
-enormoufly large: and yet it is needful to humor their 
want of fcientific knowledge, to prevent difguft and ob- 
| tain their fupport. Of this the more intelligent mem- 
bers of the aflembly were fenfible. Therefore the de- 
bate was clofed by appointing a committee to give in 
an eftimate of the articles wanted, together with their 
coft; this being done, the committee of fafety were 
| empowered to affemble the militia, when they fhall judge 
the fame neceffary for the defence of the inhabitants of 
the province; and the committee of fupplies to pur- 
chafe ammunition, ordnance, ftores, &c. not exceeding 
the value of 20,8371]. lawful, or 15,6271. 1 gs. fterling 
-—a glorious fum with which to oppofe the power and 
riches of Great Britain! The committee of fafety, and 
the committee of fupplies, confift of different perfons, 
_and are intended for different purpofes. The firlt, be- 
fide being empowered to affemble the militia, are in- 
j velted with other authority for the fafety of the province, 
and 
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and are to recommend to the committee of fupplies thd 
purchafing of fuch articles as may be deemed necefiary} 
The laft are to affift the committee of fafety, not only 
by purchafing fupplies, but by affording them help foi) 
executing the meafures, which may be thought by then} 
requifite for the public benefit. Both are to fit an \ 
continue to do’ bufinefs, when there is a recefs of thd| 
provincial congrefs, as alfo when none exifteth. It ig: 
refolved, That all matters fhall be kept private; but) 
in fuch a numerous affembly it is next to impoffible ta 
effe& it. Were all equally true to the fame caufe, eac 
will not have the like power of retaining a fecret.-.. 
The honorable Yedediab Pribble, the honorable Artemas: 
Ward, and colonel Pomeroy, all of whom:have feen fome, 
fervice in the laft war, were elected general officers to} 
have the chief command of the minute-men and mili) 
in cafe they fhould be called out to action. | 
- The provincial congrefs adjourned to November 23. f 
_ As winter approached, the governor ordered tempo’ 
rary barracks to be: erected for the troops. But fuch' 
was the diflike to their being previded for-in any man-' 
ner, that the fele&°men and committees obliged. the: 
workmen of the town to quit their employment, for’ 
fear of fubjecting themfelves to the refentments of their’ 
countrymen. ‘The governor had as little fuecefs in ent | 


deavouring’ to procure carpenters: from New York ; fo: 
that it has been with the greateft difficulty that he has 
gotten thofe temporary lodgments: erected. “He has 
endeavoured alfo'to procure fome winter covering from’ 
that ‘city; but the merchants -have’refufed complying’ 
with any part ef the order, ‘and ‘returned’ for anfwer,” 
“They never will fupply any article for the benefit of, 
men, 
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men, who are fent as enemies to their country.” The 
igeneral had thoughts at one time of erecting a fort 
Fide Beacon hill. The Bofton committee obtained the 
plan of it, waited-upon him, and informed him, that 
|they theard he had fuch a defign, and that if he pro- 
ceededto execute it he would get himfelf into difficul- 
ities.’ . He would not own that he had any fuch intention, 
but attempted rather to make them believe the contrary ; 
en which they produced the plan, and told him it was 
| 


the fame that was prefented to him the night before 


|. On the other hand, the Maflachufetts committee of 
fafety were not inattentive to their duty. ‘They recom- Nov. 
mended to the committee of fupplies the procuring of om , 
‘pork, flour, rice and peas, and the depofiting of the zo. 


| 


fame partly at Worcefter and partly at Concord. ‘They 


farther advifed the procuring of all the arms and ammu- 
‘nition that could be got from the neighbouring pro- 


vinces ; and of fpades, pickaxes, bill-hooks, iron fhovels 
jand pots, mefs bowls, cannon, ball, &c. &c. 
_. Every thing now ferved to increafe the mutual appre- 


Jnenfion and animofity between the government and the 


people. Thofe of Bofton profefied to be under no 


jfmall terror, from an apprehenfion of danger to their 
‘property, liberties and lives. ‘The foldiers on the other 
hand, confidered themfelves in the midft of enemies. 
‘Each fide made profeffion of the beft intentions in the 


world for its own part, and thowed the greateft fufpicion 
pf the other. In this ftate of doubt and profeffion; 
matters were made ftill worfe by a meafure, which feems 


not of fufficient importance in its confequences to juftify 


its having been hazarded at fo critical a fea fon. This 


i 


was the landing of a detachment of failors by night from 
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the fhips of war in the harbour, who fpiked up all the 
cannon upen one of the batteries belonging to the town 

In the mean time, through the difpofition and promp 
titude ef the people, the refolutions and recommenda}, 
tions of the provincial congrefs, had all the weight and 
efficacy of laws. At length the governor was induced) 
to ifue a proclamation, in which they were charged wit 
proceedings, generally underftood as nearly tantamount, 
to treafon and rebellion. . The inhabitants were accard4 
ingly prohibited in the king’s name, from complying) 
in any degree, with the requifitions, recommendations) 
directions, or refolves of that unlawful affembly. | 

When the provincial congrefs met again, having Mr, 
Samuel Adams prefent with them, they pufhed their, 
preparations for hoftile oppofition. ‘Thefe exertions) 


K 


fuited not the feelings of many in congrefs. Through, 
timidity they began to ficken at heart, and upon the 
plea of ficknefs begged leave to return home, and were 
indulged. Mr. S. Adams penetrated the caufe of their, 
complaint; and, in order to ftop the epidemical diftem-, 
per, expreffed his great willingnefs, that when members 
were not well, they fhould be allowed to return, but 
propofed that they fhould be enjoined, upon getting) 
back, to inform the towns that they were ho longer re-\ 
prefented, that fo others might be {ent to fupply their, 
abfence. The propofal foon cured the malady ; for the, 
difordered chofe to remain in congrefs rather than incur, 
the difpleafure of their conftituents, and be fupplanted, 
by new fucceffors. | 
The provincial congrefs refolved upon getting in rea-. 
dinefs twelve thoufand men to act upon any emergency3 | 
and directed that a quarter of the militia fhould be A 
lifted 
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vifted as minute-mengs who were allowed the liberty of 


“hoofing their own officers, and were to receive pay. 
‘Chey fent perfons to New Hampfhire, Rhode Ifland 
‘nd Conneéticut, to acquaint them with what was doing, 


‘\nd to requeft that they would prepare their refpective 
yuotas to make up an army of twenty thoufand men 
‘vhen wanted. Upon this a number of gentlemen were 
ent from thefe colonies to confult and fettle with a com- 
aittee of about twenty, chofen by the congrefs for the 
urpofe. There was a difficulty about fixing what fhould 
ie the precife period for oppofing general Gage’s troops; 
-t length it was determined, that they thould be op- 
jofed whenever they marched out with their baggage, 
jmmunition and artillery; for this would carry in it an 
“pparent intention of afhirtg hoftilely in fupport of Britifh 
“neafures. 


)llowing letter be addrefied to the feveral minifters of 
.¢ gofpel within this province— 


c-Rev.. SR; 


WE cannot but acknowledge the goodnefs of Heo 
. conftantly fupplying us with preachers of the gofpel, ~ 


iends of civil and religious liberty are exerting them- 


lves to deliver this country from its prefent calamities, 
2 cannot but place great hopes in an order of men, 
ho have ever diftinguifhed themfelves in their country’s 
jufe, and do therefore recommend to the minifters of 
Je gofpel, in the feveral towns and other places in this 
HW Vou. I. Ke colony, 


| A committee was appointed to correfpond with the jeg 
\ihabitants of Canada; and it was refolved, that the 
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hofe concern has been the temporal and fin haps lee | 
Inefs of this people. In a day like this, when all the 
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colony, that they affift us in avoiding that dreadfi 
flavery with which we are now threatened.” 

The minifters of New Engtand being moftly congr 
gational, are from that circumftance, in a profeffiond 
way more attached and habituated to the principles 
liberty than if they had fpiritual fuperiors to lord 1 oyq 
them, and were in hopes of poffeffing in their tur ! 
through the gift of government, the feat of .powe ; 
They oppofe arbitrary rule in civil concerns from thi! 
love of freedom, as well as from a defire of guardin| 
again{t its introduction into religious matters. The pa 
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triots for years back have availed themfelves greatly 
their affiftance. Two fermons have been preached an) 
nually for alength of time, the one on the general elec 
tion day, the laft Wednefday in May, Jan the nev. 
general court have been ufed to meet according to char| 
ter, and elect the counfellors for the enfuing year | 
the other fome little while after, on the artiller 
election day, when the officers are re-elected, or nev, 
officers are chofen. On_ thefe oul’ political fub. 


jects are deemed very proper; but it is expecte: 


that they be treated in a decent, ferious and in, 
ftructive manner, The general election preacher ha 
Bera chofen alternately, by the council and the houf, | 
of ailembly. The fermon is ftiled rhe election fermen, 
fe is printed, Fivery reprefentative has a copy fo, 
himfelf, and generally one or more for the minifter 0. 
minifters of his town. As the patriots have prevailed. 
the preachers of each fermon have been the zealous friend. 
of liberty; and the paflages molt adapted to promot 
and f{pread the love of it, have been felected and circulate: 
far and wide by means of newlpapers, and: read with 
avidity 
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“bvidity and a degree of veneration, on account of the 
preacher and his eleCtion to the fervice of the day. 
‘Commendations both iia and private, have not been 
“wanting to help on the defign. Thus by their labors 
‘Yn the pulpit, and by farnifhing the prints with’ occa- 
‘ional effays, the minifters have forwarded and ftrength- 
‘ned, and that not a little, the oppofition to the exercife 
of that parliamentary claim of right to bind the colonies 
‘a all cafes whatever. 


| The clergy of this colony are as virtuous, fenfible and 
earned a fet of men, as will probably be found in any 
art of the giobe of equal fize, and equally populous. 
‘he firft fettlers were early attentive to the providing 
f fuitable ‘perfons to fill their pulpits with dignity. 
~hey faw the importance of it, and in 1636 the general 
‘ourt eave fome hundred pounds toward a public 
vhool at Newton; but Mr. John Harvard, a worthy 
jhinifter of Charleftown, dying in 1638, and bequeath- 
he between feven and ei@ht hundred pounds to the 
}me ule, the fchool took the name of Harvard college 
\y an order of court, and the town upon: the occafion 
nanged its name for that of Cambridge. This college 
jas been encouraged ever fince, and is the firtt upon 
pe continent. It is the alma mater to whom the youth 


F this colony, in particular, are fent, whether defined 
or the pulpit, the bar, or other callmgs. Here they 
ceive the rudiments of thofe qualifications by which 
hey aré enabled to ferve their country in a ci¥il or fa- 
ed department. The falaries of the minifters are mo- 
Grate, but in general fufficient for their fupport by the 
dof good ceconomy. They cannot approve of often 
‘inging politics into the pulpit, yet they apprehend it 
Bitg:)2 t@ 


-againft fuch fins as are moft prevalent, and to recor, 


If public fpirit is much wanted, fhould they not incu 


ftriGtions ?”” You may have frequently remarked, t 
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to be right upon fpecial occafions. Who but muft aj) 
mit, that ‘ itis certainly the duty of the clergy to aj, 
commodate their difcourfes to the times; to preal_ 


mend fuch virtues as are moft wanted. For exampl}) 
if exorbitant ambition and venality are predominar 
ought they not to warn their hearers againft thefe vice}, 


cate this great virtue? If the rights and duties of 1 I 
giftrates and fubjects are difputed, fhould they not e 
plain them, fhow their nature, ends, limitations and r 


though the partizans of arbitrary power will freely ce 
fure that preacher, who fpeaks boldly for the. liberti 
of the people, they will admire as an excellent. divin ; 
the parfon whofe difcourfe is wholly in the oppofi 
{train, and teaches, that magiftrates have a divine rig) 
for doing wrong, and are to be implicitly obeyed bt” 
men profeffing chriftianity, as if the religion of th) 
blefled Jefus bound them tamely to part with their ne 
tural and focial rights, and flavifhly to bow their nec. 
to any tyrant; as if Paul was faulty in ftanding up. fc 
his Roman privileges, that he might efcape a. {courging 
or falling a facrifice to the malice of his country 
when he appealed unto Ceefar. : 

The provincial congrefs chofe colonel Thomas an 
colonel Heath additional generals, and foon afte 
diffolved themfelves, that they might be at home ? 
time to keep thank{giving with their families. It he 
been long a cuftom in the colony to have a faft day 1 
the fpring, and a thank{giving late in the fall of the yea! 


or in the beginning of winter, when the heads of fami 
lie 
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| es colle& their children around them; and befide at- 
“ending the religious exercifes of the day, feaft upon a 
plentiful though not a fplendid table, and are innocently 
vaerry. The obfervation of this day they call “ a keeping 
bank/giving.” The appointment of both days belongs 
ja an orderly way to the governor; but in thefe ex- 
‘-aordinary times the provincial congrels appointed 
she public thankfgiving, on which among other enu- 
saerated bleffings, a particular acknowledgment was to 
+e made to the Almighty for the union which fo re- 
‘narkably prevails in all the colonies. 

1 The affemnbly of Pennfylvania met toward the clofe 
if the year, and were the firft legal body of reprefen- 
latives, that ratified unanimoufly all the aéts of the ge- 
eral congrefs, and appointed delegates to reprefent them 
th the new congrefs to be held the enfuing May. It is 
Ee that they were in a great meafure dragged 1 into 
|, from the fear of a provincial convention. 

“No fooner did they receive at Rhode Ifland, the ac- 
Jount of the royal proclarnation, prohibiting the expor- 

‘ation of military ftores from Britain, but the people 
‘sized upom and removed from the batteries about the 
‘arbour, above forty cannon of different fizes. The 
ffembly alfo pafled refolutions for procuring arms and 
ailitary ftores, by every mean, and from every quarter 
which they could be obtained, as well as for training 


‘nd arming the inhabitants. 

| When copies of thefe refolutions and of the procla- 
gation arrived at Portfmouth in New Hampfhire, the 
‘eople of the province were fpirited up to make their 
ft hoftile movement. Though governor Wentworth’s 
‘afluence could not prevent their appointing deputies, 
| ond holding 
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moderate their tempers, and to keep them from atts | 


have attended to military cases for hours, three day 


Jord Dunmore, convened at Fort Gower on Novembr 


giance to his majefty, they dec] ared that the love of Ji) 
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hoiding a convention at Exeter, and choofing delegs if 
for the continental congrefs; yet he had the addrefg | 


pounders to be fired on them, and then the {mall arm} 
before he could be ready to fire again, the fort wt 
ftormed on all quarters, and the aflailants immoediatd’ 
fecured both him and his men, and kept them. prifone 
about an hour and a half, during which time they brol! 
open the powder-houle, took all the powder away, € 


cept one barrel, and having put it in boats and fent |! 
off, releafed him from his confinement. i 

The hardy inhabitants of Marblehead, ufed to all Mi 
toils and danger 


s of a feafaring life, being out of emploll 
ina week, and will foon conftitute a fine regiment i 
foldiers. The gentlemen of the place have encourage | 
them by their own example, and made it. profitable {/ 
them. Something fimilar has been praétifed at Salen‘ 
and other towns.’ The militia of the colony will, thert! 
fore, acquire fome knowledge of arms, before they at 


called to engage in actual fervice, should that uohay 
pily be the iffue of prefent meafures. | 
The Virginia militia officers, under the command ¢ 


the fifth, haye fhown what may be expected from then’ 
for though they refolved to bear the moft faithful alle. 


bert. 
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yerty and attachment to the real interefts and juft rights 
of America, outweighed every other confideration, and 
hat they would exert every power within them for the 
jefence of American liberty, when regularly called forth 


ee ee ae 


nedticut, have diflinguifhed themfelves in adopting dif- 
hy 


— ee i 


his however was thought to be compenfated for, by ;y7¢, 
the late refolution of the Pennfylvania convention, J" 
wherein they have declared, ‘* That, if the petition of a 

the continental congrefs fhould be difregarded, and the 

Britifh-adminiftration fhould determine by force to ef- 


: 


parliament ; in fach a fituation, we hold it our indif- 
penfable duty to refift fuch force, and at every hazard to 
detend the rights and liberties of America.” The con- 
‘vention likewife recommended in particular the making 
of falt, gunpowder, falt-petre and {teel.. Among the 

many fons of liberty of which they were compofed, Mr, 
‘Charles Thomfon was eminent for his inflexible fpirit ; 


| 
i 
| 
} 
| 
| 


{ 
but. Mr. Thomas Miffin was as the very foul of the ca- 
. 


fe a fabmiffion to the late arbitrary acts of the Britifh 


Pi. s : s 
' pital.and province. Such are his natural and acquired 
“accomplifhments, his unwearied exertions, his zeal, his 
addrefS, his fprightlinefs, that he enlightens and invi- 


' gorates every thing around him. 


_ Theiinhabitants of Maryland were no lefs zealous on 
\ the prefent critical occafion, than thofe of the moft ac- 
7 ER. 4, tive 


er 
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tive provinces. They were all in motion, forming county) 
meetings, entering into affociations, choofing commit) 
tees, and recommending meafures for carrying the re a 
folutions of the continental congrefs into effectual exe 
cution. ‘The convention has appointed a fum of mone 
for the purchafe of arms and ammunition. ‘Every per 
fon, who refufes to conttibute to the purchafe, is deer tI : 
ed an enemy to his country. Many of the principal| 
gentlemen are ambitious of appearing in arms: to de 
fend its liberties. ‘Fhey have taken the power of the|! 
militia out of the hands of the governor, and eftablithed) 
it by their own authority, for the defence of the Maffa-\ 
chufetts as well as of themfelves ; and thus have fhown,| 

all the world, their approbation of New England! 
meafures. The lower counties of the Delaware have J 
‘acted in like manner. | 


. 
1 
The New Hamphhire affembly, in anfwer to a ‘ete | 
; 


from Maryland, has gone-further than ever before, in: 
faying, “ You may depend upon the ready concurrence |. 
of this houfe with the meafures thought neceflary to be: 4 
pe by the other colonies in the ereat caufe si He | 
berty.” OPN 

But the province did not truft to the complexion of ! 
the affembly. A convention of deputies was appointed : f 
by the feveral towns, and held at Exeter, when the pro- ° 
ceedings of the continental congrefs were unanimoufly » 
approved ; and members chofen to -reprefent them at » 
the enfuing one, two days before the affembly gave their | "if 
anfwer. | : 

Moft of the New Yorkers accommodate themfelves “ 
to the meafures appointed by the general congte®, 
| : | The | 
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_ ‘The general committee in Charleftown South Caro- 
| lina, upon receiving an account of thefe meafures, imme- 
| diately convened a provincial congrefs, and procured a 
‘return of reprefentatives from every parifh and diftri& 
Jin the colony, by which mean the body confitted of more 
| than two hundred, while the conftitutional affembly 
amounts to no more than forty-nine. The increafe of 
| the reprefentatives naturally ferved the caufe of the coun- 
jty, by engaging a greater number of leaders in fupport 
of it. This firft provincial congrefs met on the eleventh 
of January, they have unanimoufly approved the pro 
ceedings of the general congrefs, and refolved to carry 
jthem into execution. Committees of infpeCtion and 
Jobfervation have alfo been appointed, whofe bufinefs it 
lis to fee that the public refolutions are univerfally obeys 
jed, that fo they may not be broken, through the felfith= 
vnefs of individuals. This is the prevailing mode of 
|guarding againft fuch felfifhnefs in every colony. 
| From the former fuccefs of non-importation agree= 
ments, and a belief that the trade of America is indifs: 
/penfably neceffary to Britain, it is Generally hoped and 
»yexpected in the fouthern ftates, that the obnoxious aéts 
will be repealed. Theyvhave no idea’ of an appeal to 
ithe fword, notwithftanding all the military parade that 
Jexifts. A bloodlefs felf-denying oppofition is the whole 
of their real intention, ‘and all the facrifice that they i ima. 
gine will be required. Similar fentiments prevail among 
great numbers in the Maffachufetts ; who while they are 
preparing for war, expect that prefent appearances will 
“never terminate in it; for that Great Britain will not 
fight with her beft cuftomers, but will relax and accom+ 
! : modaté, 
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modate, when they find the Americans refolutely deter | 7 


mined to ufe their arms rather than fubmit. 


Perfons, who difcover great anxiety about the conti- J 


nuance of trade, are confidered as felfifh, preferring pri- 


vate intereft to the good of the country ; and under this 4 
thought, the intemperate zeal of the populace in fome | 


places, tranfports them beyond the limits of modera- 
tion, to apply fingular punifhments to individuals who 
counteraét the general fenfe of the community. 


There is however to appearance, an amazing agrees} 


ment through the continent; and it may be imagined, 


that the inhabitants of the twelve colonies have but one 1 
Affemblies, con- | | 
ventions, congrefies, towns, cities, private clubs and cir- | - 


heart, and but one underftanding. 


cles, are me animated by one great, wife, active a 
and noble {pirit—one mafterly foul, enlivening one Vi- » 
All their aéts tend to the fame’ point, / 
the fupporting of the meafures of the continental con- , 
But be affured, there are great numbers in every q 

who difapprove of thefe meafures—a few coms | 
paratively, from principle and a perfuafion that the fame » 
are wrong, and that they ought to fubmit to the. mother 
country——fome through attachment to the late govern. ‘ 
mental authority exercifed among them—many from : 


‘gorous body. 


refs. 


colony, 


felfintereftt—but the bulk for fear of the mifchievous 


confequences likely to follow. The profeffing friends | 
of liberty have acted in a fpirited manner, while-the — 
Such as have difcovered a dif- 
pofition to oppofe popular meafures have not been fup- 
ported, and therefore have declined making further, ef- : 


others ‘have lain full. 


forts, and abfented themfelves from town and, other : 
meetings. ‘Phe Peas cry being againtt them, they 
| have 
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have fought perfonal peace and fafety in remaining 
quiet. But could the truth be afcertained, it would pro- 
bably be difcovered, that in moft of the town and other 
meetings, even.in New England, far more: than. half 
the parties having a right to attend, from various caufes 
were abfent; and that there were a great many among 
the abfentees, who were fuch, becaufe they knew that 
matters would be, carried at fuch meetings contrary to 


| their own fentiments. Not only fo but it may be rea- 


f{onably fuppofed, and time may prove that feveral in 
affemblies, conventions and congrefles, voted. againft 
their own opinion, to fecure themfelves from. refent- 
ment and to promote their prefent intereft. 

An inclination has appeared in feveral of the govern- 
mental gentlemen now in Boiton, to attempt opening 
the court at Worcefter, and to fupport it. by the aid of 
two regiments. It has been the fubject of conyerfation. 
When the propofal of marching them came to be con- 
fidered in-council, it was laid afide.. The governor was 
well pleafed with the determination ; he certainly does - 
not with to bring on a rupture,’ . 

Now let me. conclude with giving you a picture of 
the Maffachufetts colony, which you will be inclined to 
pronounce an uncommon and altonifhing. curiofity. Some 
hundred thoufand people are ina ftate of nature, and 
yet as ftill and peaceable, at prefent, as ever they were 
when government was in full vigor. We have neither 


legiflators, nor magiftrates, nor executive officers. We 
_ have no officers, but military ones; of thefe we have a 
multitude chofen by the people, and exercifing them 


with more authority and fpirit, than ever any did who 
had commiffions from a governor. The inhabitants 
are 
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4 i ait are determined never to fubmit to the act deftroying |” 
oe rae Bi oi ht 
: heey | their charter, and are every where devoting themfelves | 
; to arms. To force upon them a form of government F 


Wer Fat to which they are abfolutely averfe, may not be within { 
; et if | the omnipotence of a Britifh parliament. The attempt 4 
ot ae oe “ae aN 
1! i tt | has Cece a mPa of all legal i wit an ' 


they differ from the public foneinene fave ‘they the [ 
prudence to moderate their tempers and obferve a neu- a 
trality. By accommodating themfelves fo far to the 7 
times, they are fafe at home and abroad. ) 
The fortitude with which the town of Bofton fapperts i 

| its prefent diftreffes, and the determination it difcovers | 
i to endure as much as human nature can, rather than) 
. betray the American caufe and endanger the liberties ij 
of pofterity, will fecure it the encomiums of future ge- | 
it nerations. Not a town or city in all the colonies would | 
have been likely to have exhibited fo glorious a fpéc- 4 
tacle, had it been called out to a fimilar trial; and all ” 
the friends of Ametican liberty through the continent 
may congratulate themfelves, that the ftorm of minifte- ; 
rial vengeance has fallen firft upon the capital of the 1 
Maffachufetts, as in confequence of it they have enjoyed " 
the opportunity of providing againft the worft that may © 


0 erat be attempted, in order to reduce them to fubjection, © © 


i 
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Loudon, March 3, 1775. 


- in AN A 


| A. Strange fupinenefs prevailed, for fome time 
1 after my laft was clofed, among the great body 
of the Englifh nation; and the colony conteits were lit- 
tle regarded. Numbers flattered themfelves, that as 
_ things had formerly fo often appeared at the verge of a 
rupture, without actually arriving at it, fome means 
| would be found for accommodating the prefent difpute. 
_ The opinion alfo was circulated, that a countenance of 
refolution perfifted in, would certainly put an end 
to the conteft, which (it was faid) had been nourifhed 
_wholly by former conceffions; people in general were 
therefore inclined to truft the trial of perfeverance and 
 refolution, to a miniftry who valued themfelves upon 
thefe qualities.. The times have been highly favorable 
to any purpofe, which only required the concurrence of 
the parliament and the acquiefcence of the public. Ad- 
miniftration has taken advantage of thefe circumftances, 1774. 
and the late parliament has been diffolved, a. twelve oe 
month before the expected time. ‘This may be meant 
as a preparatory ftep to the moft coercive meafures with 


ee a = 


| America; butin a new houfe of commons miniftry will 
be left at large, to choofe or alter their line of condué& 
as incidents may vary, and if neceflary, can throw all 
the ddium of the late laws upon the former parliament. 
His majefty in his fpeech informed the new one, that Nov. 
} amoft daring fpirit of difobedience to the law ftill un- 3 
: | happily 
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as were judged moft proper for carrying the laws into|” 
execution ; and that‘they might depend upon a firm re- | 
{olution to withitand every attempt to weaken the fu-| 
preme authority of the legiflature over all the domi} 
nions of the crown, his majefty being affured of re- , 


ceiving their fupport while acting upon thefe principles. 
The propofed addrefs in the houfe of commons, pro-| 


duced a confiderable debate; and the minifter was re- 
minded of the mighty effects he had predicted from the } 
late acts aeainft America:—They were to humble that! 


whole continent in the duft, without further trouble, f 
and the punithment of Bofton was to ftrike an untverfal i 


panic on all the colonies; that refractory town would be k 

ed, and inftead of obtaining relief, a 
dread of the fame fate would even prevent the appear- 
ances of pity. But the addref3 was carried without any 


totally abandone 


amendment, by a majority of more than three to one.’ || 

That from the houfe of lords wasscouched in ftrong * 
terms, and was warmly debated. It was rendered me- I 
morable by a proteft, thought to be the firft upon an 
addrefs, and which was very pointed; it concluded with + 
the following remarkable declaration: “ But whatever * 
may be the miicnievous.deligns, or the inconfiderate iy 


temerity, which leads others.to this defperate courfe, 
we wiih to be known as perfons, who have difapproved 
of meafures fo injurious in their paft effects and their 
future 


Salta attempts been made to obftruct the com-} ] 
merce of the kingdom, by unlawful combinations ; that | 
fuch. meafures had been taken, and fuch orders given,/” 


— —— 
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future tendency, and who are not in hafte, without in- 
quiry or information, to commit ourielves in declara- 
tions which may precipitate our country into all the cala- 
‘mities of a civil war.*” The addrefs was carried by a 


| majority of 63 to 13. 


Notwithftanding the hoftile tone of the fpeech, and 


the great majority that fupported the addreffes, there 
appeared an irrefolution on the fide of miniftry; and 
previous to the Chriftmas recefs, they feemed evidently 
to fhrink from all conteft upon American fubjeéts. The 
national eftimates were entirely formed upon a peace 
_ eftablifhment ; and the minifter of the naval department 
| publicly afferted in the houfe of lords, that he knew it 
would be fully fufficient for reducing the colonies to 
obedience. He fpoke with the greateft contempt both 


of the power and courage of the Americans; and held 
_ that they were not difciplined, nor capable of difcipline, 
| and that formed of fuch materials, and fo indifpofed to 


action, the numbers, of which fuch boafts had been 
made, would only add to the facility of their defeat. 


The eftablifhment will indeed, be fully fufficient, if 


\ the miniftry rnean to employ the navy only, and to re- 
eall the military. Ships may effe& that with hele 
) hazard and expence, which if once attempted by foldi- 
jers, may plunge the nation into enormous difburfe. 
‘ments, and yet not be accomplifhed. A few fhips of 


the line ftationed fingly near the capital ports of the 
‘colonies, anda number of frigates employed as cruifers 


to ftop the Americans from fending any vefiels to fea; 


and. this meafure continued, would at length weary out 
 * Lords who figned the proteft—Richmond, Portland, Rocking- 


| ham, Stamford, Stanhope, Torrington, Ponfonby, Wycombe, Camden. 
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the inhabitants of the towns and cities upon the fea-co; ap 
of the continent, and induce one or other of them to|) 
fubmit ; and if but one link of the chain gave way, thel 
whole would foon come to the ground; and were the} 
fea-ports once brought to adjuft the prefent difpute with} 
6: ERE the towns in the back country might at 


er prineriee 8 The’ proper application of te 
navy to the American conteft would alfo exclude all} 
foreion interference. 

The congreffional proceedings were received before! 
the Chriftmas recefs, and miniftry were difpofed to re-| 
tract their violent meafures, and to redrefs American 7 
grievances. To this end, application was made, under| 
the aufpices of the minifter, to the body of the American). 
merchants, defiring them to frame petitions for the re- 4 
drefs of American grievances, and the reftoration of” 
American rights, and promifing compliance with them, ' 
as it was moft agreeable to the miniftry to repeal the’ 
obnoxious acts, feemingly in confequence of petitions at 
home. While this was in agitation, letters were re-_ 
ceived from New York, affuring that the affembly | 
would reject the proceedings of the general congrefs, 
and that there would be a féparation of that colony from 
the reft. Frefh hopes were conceived from the profpect | 
of a divifion, ‘upon which miniftry reverted to meafures” 
more adapted to their own inclination *. 

But during the recefs, perfons began to confider the | 
confequences which might follow ihe congreffional: pro- " " 
ceedings, and a general alarm was fpread. This pro- 
duced feveral meetings of the North American mer- 1 


il 


* See the Remembrancer, Part II, p,. 227, the note. | 
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chants in London and Briftol; and petitions to parlia- 
ment were prepared and agreed upon in both places. 
| But the times were fo altered from what they were for- 
erly, that no mercantile oppofition could prove effica- 
\cious by endangering the continuance of the miniftry. 

On the firft day of the meeting after the recefs, the 
nobleman at the head of the American affairs, laid the 
_ papers belonging to his department, before the lords, on 
‘which Lord Chatham rofe, and expreffed his utmoft 


diffent and difapprobation of the whole fyitem of Ame- 


rican meafures. r 


| Being in pofleffion at preient of your friend Mr. 


Quincy’s journal, wherein he gives a particular account 


of his lordfhip’s fpeech, of the copies of feveral letters 
tent by himfelf to America, and of other matters, permit 

"ne to tranfcribe from the fame, and give you the thoughts 
and expreffions of Mr. Quincy, with the dates. 

'| Viewed Plymouth docks. My ideas of the riches and :774. 
powers of this great nation are increafed to a degree | ane 
‘|hould not haye believed, if it had been predicted to 
me. I am not in any meafure reconciled to the Britith 
| olan of taxing America, but I fhould with cheerfulnefs 
Accede to a contribution from the colonies, (they being: 


~< 


. the fole judges of the time and quantity of their grants) 

~ oward the charges of the Britifh government. 

This morning J. Williams efq; informed me, that ,¢ 
- sovernor Hutchinfon had repeatedly affured the miniftry, 


hat a union of the colonies was utterly impracticable ; 
jhat the people were greatly divided among themfelves 


n every colony; and that there could be no doubt but 


shat all America would fubmit; that they muft, and 
ie Vion. I. EE would 


e 


oe 
i ae ae 
y i nt ee Bit | 
: { BE 
Red ; 
A | 
Yan 
ti he 
if { 14 
Me ne 
fr , at | iN 
Ha NET ig 
i} br) ean 
iit f ; i, | 
bi 4 se ! 
Kt i { 
Kt i y 
Lath 


a ne 
- ———— 


Se ee 


SSS een ae = = 


434 


1G 


26. 


Dec. 


THE WS TOR VEG ThE 


would foon. Several of the nobility and miniftry affure: 
Dr. Franklin of the fame facts. 

Lord N repeatedly faid to me, “ We muft tr} 
what we can do to fupport the authority we have claime 


over America; 
fit down contented and make the beft terms we can; an 


nobody then can blame us after we have done our utmofi 
but till we have tried what we can do, we can never Di 
juftified in receding ; and we ought to, and fhall be ven 
careful not to judge a thing impoffible, becaufe it mal | 


be difficult; nay, we ought to try what we can efied 
before we can determine upon its impratticability.” | 

To | 
iterated to me in various companies’ ” We are afrai, 


of nothing but your divifion, and your want of perfa| 
Unite and perfevere; you muft prevailaa 
muft triumph. | 7” 


verance. 


iy 


«© From parliament expect no favor, but what proceed : 


from fear. Depend not upon commercial plans fo, 


your fafety. Dr. Franklin is an American in heart an | 
His ideas are not contracted within the narrov 


foul. 


if we are defective in power, we mu 


“« The following language hath ee re 


limits of exemption from taxes, but are extended upo) 


the broad fcale of total ernancipation. He is explic; 
and bold upon the fubject.” | 

Governor P affured me, that all the meafure 
againft America were planned and pufhed on by Bernari 
and Hutchinfon. They were inceffant in their applica 


tions to adminiftration, and gave the moft: pofitive al 


furances of fuccefs. 


Me. commiffioner M waited ol me. 


In th. 
“courte of converfation he faid, « You can have no ide, 


A MORPRAD CM Ne ORTE Ve OUT TO N. 435 


lof the taxes of this kingdom, and the diftrefs of our 


i 


poor. They are extreme: poor and wretched indeed— 
every thing here is taxed to the utmoft. The colonies 
mutt relieve us: they muft eafe us of our taxes, &c.” 
‘He alfo affirmed to me, that governors Bernard and 
~ Autchinfon were principally attended to in the late 
’/meafures againft the colonies. But he added, that covern- 
ment had found many. things had turned out different 
fom Hutchinfon’s reprefentations, and had not been at 
ill conformable to what he foretold. 

| To “¢ My whole time is employed in endea- 
| youring to ferve my country. I find every body eager 
0 hear, moft people willing to be fet right, and almoft 
Il grofsly ignorant of the American world. It is agreed 
“on all hands, that your courage——your courage, I repeat 
“twill be brought to the teft. Should it prove an- 
_ werable to your oftentations, and worthy your anceftors, 
Jour friends will amazingly increafe, your hearty friends 
vill be in raptures. Prepare, prepare I fay, for the 
vorft.” 

_ “ Many of your friends here in both hotifes will not 

ake a decifive part, till they fee how you aé& in Ame- 

ica. For fhould they take a determined part now in 

avor of that country, and in a fhort time America give 

ack, their hopes of rife into power and office (which 

re the hopes of all Britith ftatefmen) would be for ever 

: ' an end, ‘Therefore till the colonifts difcover that 

-nion and fpirit, which all parties here agree, muft force 

iccels, you are not to expeét any great exertions jn 

our favor. But when once there is a conviction, that ’ 
1¢ Americans are in earneft, that they are refolved to 

hdure all hazards with a {pirit worthy tl 


n€ prize, then 
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(and not till then) will you have many firm, active, pej 
fevering and powerful friends. For, ftrange as it ma) 
feem, there is a great doubt here, among many, wh 
ther you are really in earneft, in the full force and ey” 
tent of thofe words.” | 

Lord appeared a very warm friend to th 
Americans, and faid, “ If they continue united, thd. 
mutt have all they afk.” He particularly mentione 
that, Lord M , laft feffions, affured the houfe ( 
lords, that the plan they had laid would go down i 
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ligence what might be carried through there. His lord, 
fhip had no doubt that fuch affurance was grounded ¢! 
Hutchinfon’s information. ‘ 


ee ee ee ee oe 


Tok « Your countrymen mutt feal their caui” 
with their blood. They muft. preferve a confiftency ¢ 


character. Tney Must NoT DeLay. They muft—c’ 
be trodden down into the vileft vaffalage—the fcorn— 


; 
the pen of their enemies—a by-word of infamy amon’. 
all men.” J 

Tok . © Permit me to congratulate my aH 
men on the integrity and wifdom, with which the con | 
erefs have conducted. Their policy, {pint and union 
have confounded their foes, and in{fpired their friend: 
All parties agree in giving them a tribute of honor an 
applaufe. My Lord N endeavoured to explat 
away his exprefion, ” I will have simeriga at my feet. . 


Beware of the arts of negotiation.” 
‘“¢ By the way, there is no doubt but the miniftry fer 
large fums to New York in order to bribe your conti 
nental delegates. It was openly avowed and vindicated 
and great boaft was made of minifterial fuccefs in thi 
| Oy 
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way, with the delegates from New York. It was faid, 
‘hat they had effected a dif-union which would be fatal 
} ‘o the caufe of America. You can’t well imagine the 
‘chagrin with which the miniftry recéived the refule of 
that glorious body. They are viewed as the northern 
| onftellation of glorious worthies, illurninating and warm- 


ng the new were 


«© Sure am that the miniftry have no where fuch fan- 
suine hopes of a defection as from that quarter (New 
York.) Their influence is no where fo forcibly ex- 
ijended ; it is certain they will be aftonifhingly difap- 
et if they do not find a fenfibilicy to their touch. 


| 
| 
y 
. To Jofeph Reed efg; (of Philadelphia) re 


“Lord Cc faid in the houfe of lords, the other day, 
> Were I an American, I-would refift to the laft drop 


of my blood.** Your parliamentary friends fay, {natch 

the opportunity for peace and reconciliation. Your fan- 
bs and warm partizans fay, ” You are united and 
|nfpired now, circumftances that may never happen 
hgain. Seize the happy and glorious opportunity for 
Mtablithing 1 the freedom and focial felicity of all America. 

r here isa tide in the affairs of men." 

While (at Bath) viewing the moft magnificently ele yas, 
zant new rooms, in company with colonel Barre, he jes 
Jaid, pointing to the pictures taken from ruins found at 
Sesame, « | hope you have not the books con- 
-aining the draughts of thofe ruins with you.” I replied, 

' There was one fet I believed in the public library at 

| 


‘ur college.” “ Keep them there, (faid he) and they 
may be of fome fervice as a matter of curiofity for the 
Apeculative, but let them get abroad and you are ruined. 
| B{3 They 
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They will infufe a tafte for buildings and fculpture ; and. | 
when a people get a tafte for the fine arts, they ard. | 
ruined. ’Tis tafte that ruins whole. kingdoms... Tid | 
taite that depopulates whole nations. 1 could not hely| 
weeping, when I furveyed the ruins at Rome. All thq q 
remains of the Roman grandeur are of works which werd.” 
finifhed, when Rome and the fpirit of Romans were nd 
aap unlefs I ex scept the ruins of the Emilian baths}, i 
r. Quincy, ‘Tet your countrymen beware of tafte i | 
zh buildings, equipage, and drefs,'as a deadly poifon.’|) 
Colonel Barre alio added in the courle of converfa| 
tion, “ About) 14 or 15. years, ago, I was through 4 
confiderable part of your country.;..for in the expeditio I 
againfl Canada, my bufinefs: called: me to pafs by land | 
through’ Pennfylvania, New Jerfey, York and Albany 1 
and when I returned again to ‘this country, I was, often: 
{peaking of America, and could not help {peaking well’ 
of its. climate, foil'and inhabitants; for you mutt know,’ 
Sir, America was always a favorite with me. But will | 
you ;believe it, Sir, yet I affure you it is true, more | 
than two-thirds of this eleathe at that time, thought the q 
Americans’ were: all negroes.””» I replied, ‘I did’not | 
in the leaft doubt it, for “if Iwas to judge by the late, 
acts of parliament, I, fhould fuppofe that a majority of ] 
the people of Great Britain ftill thought fo, for I found: 4 
that their reprefentatives: ftill treated them as fuch.” 
He imuled and the difcourfe dropped. The colonel was: 
among thofe who voted for the Bofton port-bill. 4 | 
Attended the debates of the houfe of lords. Good: 
fortune gave mé one-of the, pel places for ae ae 


few MINULES Siti. Yo yeeaenn | tame 


ie 


Lor () 


AMERTOANY REVOLUTION. 


) Lord Chatham rofe like Marcellus.‘ Viros fuper- 
-minet omnes.” He feemed ‘to feel himfelf fuperior to 
Vhofe around him. His language, voice and gefture, 
‘were more pathetic than I ever faw or heard before at 
he bar or fenate. He feemed like an old Roman 
Jenator, rifing with the dignity of age, yet fpeaking with 
he fire-of youth. 

- The illuftrious fage ftretched forth his hand with the 
ecent folemnity of a Paul, and rifing with his fubject, 
‘he fmote his breaft with the energy and grace of a De- 
‘nofthenes. He opened with fome general obfervations, 
on the importance and magnitude of the American 
Jquarrel (as he called it.) He enlarged upon the dan- 


| gerous and ruinous events, that were coming upon the 


‘nation, in confequence of the prefent difpute, and the 
meafures already begun and now carrying on by his 
imajefty’s minifters. He arraigned their conduct with 
lereat feverity and freedom. © He then proceeded: 

«© My lords, thefe papers from America, now laid 
for the firft time before your lordfhips, have been, to 
my knowledge, 5 or 6 weeks in the pocket of the mi- 
\nifer. And notwithftanding the fate of this kingdom 
hangs upon the event of this great controverfy, we are 
but this moment called to a confideration of this im- 
portant fubject. My lords, I do not want to look into 
‘one of thofe papers; I know their contents well enough 
Yalready. © 1 know that there:is not.a member in this 
Jhoufe but is acquainted with their purport alfo. There 
ought therefore to be no delay in entering upon this 
Jmatter; we ought to proceed to it immediately. We 
ought to feize the firft moment to open the door of 
)Feconciliation, The Americans will never be in a temper 
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or {late to be reconciled (they ought not to‘be) till th 
troops are withdrawn. ‘The troops are a perpetual i iri}, q 
tation to thefe people: they are a bar to all confidence}, 
and all cordial reconcilement. I therefore, my lords! 
move-~ That an humble addrefs be prefented to his maj ¥ 
jefty, moft humbly to advife and -befeech ‘his majefty, 
that, in order to open the way towards an happy fettle. J 
ment of the dangerous troubles in America, by begin}; 
ning to allay ferments, and foften animofities there ; and, 
above all, for preventing, in the mean time, any fudden, ' 
and fatal cataftrophe at Bofton, now fuffering under the: 
daily irritation of.an army, before their eyes, potted i | 
their town, it may gracioufly pleafe his majefty, that 
immediate orders may be difpatched to general Compt 
for removing his majefty’s forces from the town of) 
Bofton, as foon as the rigor of the feafon, and other) 
circumftances indifpenfable to the fafety and accommo-;, 
dation of the faid treops, may render the fame pradti-:| 
gabile,*’ 7 
“« Vhe way, my lords, muft be immediately opened | 
for reconciliation. It will foon be too late. I know. q 


not who advifed the prefent meafures, . I. know not who’ j 

advifes to a perfeverance and enforcement of them; but © 
this I will fay, that whoever advifes them ought to an- iM 
{wer for it, at his utmoft peril. I know that no one I 
will avow, that he advifed, or that he was the author of | / 
thefe meafures: every one fhrinks from the charge. © 
But fomebody has advifed his majefty to thefe meafures, © u 
and if his majefty continues to hear fuch evil counfel- ' 
lors, his majefty will be undone. His majefty indeed \ 
may wear his crown; but the American jewel out of it, | 
it will not be worth the wearing,” 7 
| < What | 


| 
} 


as Mi, Gnoffius 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 


« What more fhall I fay? I muft not fay, that the 


king is betrayed; but this I will fay, the NATION is 


ruined. What foundation have we for our claims over 


| America? What is our right to perfift in fuch cruel and 
\vindiGtive meafures againft that loyal and refpectable 
people? They fay you have-no right to tax them with- 
‘out their confent. They fay truly. Reprefentation and 
taxation muft go together: they are infeparable. Yet 
‘there is hardly a man in our ftreets, though fo poor as 
\fcarce to be able to get his daily bread, but thinks he 
is the legiflator of America. Our American fubjects is 
a common phrafe in the mouth of the loweft orders of 
‘our Citizens ; but property, my lords, is the fole and en- 
tire dominion of the owner: it excludes all the world 
befides the owner. None can intermeddle with it. It 
(1s a unity; a mathematical point. It is an atom; un- 
tangible by any but the proprietor. Touch it—and the 
|} owner lofes his whole property. The touch contaminates 
the whole mafs; the whole property vanifhes.-The 
jtouch of another annihilates it—For whatever is a man’s 


own is abfolutely and exclufively his own.” 
_ In the Jaft parliament all was anger—all was rage. 


_ Adminiftration did not confider what was practicable, — 


but what was revenge. Sine clade vifforia was the language 


of the miniftry laft feffions, but every body knew, an 
‘ideot might know, that fuch would not be the iftue, 


But the ruin of the nation was a matter of no concern, 


Jif adminiftration might be revenged. Americans were 
~abufed, mifreprefented, and traduced in the moft atro- 
cious manner, in order to give a colour, and urge on 
to the moft precipitate, unjuft, cruel, and vindi@tive 


meafures that ever difgraced a nation,” 


THE-HISTORY OF THE 


‘Gnoffius hac Rhadamanthus habet duriffima regna, 
Caftigatque, AUDIT que dolos. 

«© My lords, the very infernal fpirits, they chaff ife| 
caftigatque : {ed auditque, my lords.. The very fpirits of} 
the infernal regions HEAR -defore they punifb. But} 
how have this refpectable people behaved under all their ] 
grievances? With unexampled patience, with unpa-}- 
ralleled wifdom. They chofe delegates by their free}: 
fuffrages: no bribery, no corruption, nO INFLUENCE here, | 
my lords.” Their reprefentatives meet with the fenti- | 
ments and temper, and fpeak the fenife of the continent, | 
For genuine fagacity, for fingular moderation; for folid 
wifdom, ‘manly fpirit, fublime fentiments and fimplicity | 
of language, for every thing refpectable and honorable, 7 
the congrefs of Philadelphia fhine unrivalled. This wife |” 
people fpeak out. They do not hold the: language’ of q 


flaves: they tell you what they mean. ‘They do: not’ 
afk you to repeal your laws as a favor: they claim it 1 
as aright: they demand) it. They: tell. -you, they wilh) 
not fubmit to them and I tell you’ the aés muft ‘be | 
repealed; they will be repealed; you cannot enforee | 
them. The miniftry are checker-mated.\°'They have a | 
move to make on the board; and yet not. a move but | 


they are ruined. — ) , i 
“ Repeal, therefore, my lords, I fay.) But bare re+ | 
peal will not fatisfy this enlightened and fpirited people. , 
What! repeal a bit of paper: repeala piece of parch- { 
ment! That alone won’t do, my lords. You muft go 
through. You muft declare you have no right to tax; — 
then they may truft you. then they will have confidence © 
in you. I have heard a noble lord fpeak, who feemed ° 
to lay fome blame upon general Gage. I think that | 
| honorable 


) 
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honorable gentleman has behaved with great prudence 
| and becoming caution. He has entrenched himfelf and 
| ftrengthened his fortifications. I don’t know what he 
‘could do more. » His fituation puts me in mind of a 


fimilar tranfaction in the civil wars of France, when the 


|other, with large armies lay many weeks very near each 
)other.. ‘Tvurenne, confcious of the terrible .confequences 
of .a victory to himfelf and country, though the armies 
_were feveral: days in fight of each other, never came to 


a battle. On his return to the court:of France, the 
} queen afked him, “ Why, Marfhall, I think you lay 
feveral days in fight of your enemy, and you might have 
been up with him, at any time; pray why did you not 
jtake..him ?’ The general very fhrewdly replied, 
|“ Should I have taken him, pleafe your majefty, I was 


) afraid all Paris would have taken me.” My lords, there 


are three’ millions of whigs. .Three millions of whigs, 
‘my lords, with arms in their hands, are a very formidable 
body. .”’Twas the whigs, my lords, that fet his majefty’s 
royal. anceftors upon the throne of England. I hope, 
my lords, there are yet double the number of whigs in 
) England that there are.in America. I hope the whigs 
of both countries will join and make.a common caufe. 
Ireland is with the Americans toa man. The whigs of 
that country will, and thofe of this country ought, to 
think the American caufe their own. — They are allied 
‘to each other in fentiment -and_ intereft, united in one 
great: principle of defence and refiftance: they ought 
therefore, and will run to,embrace and fupport their 
brethren.. The caufe of fhip-money was the caufe of 
all the whigs of England. You foall not take my money 
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to befeech his miajefty, &c. &e. 
think of. It will convince Arrtiéricd! that you mean to © 
try her caufe in the fpirit and by the laws of freedom | 
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without my confent; is the doctrine and language of whigs. | 
It is the doétrine and voice of whigs in America, and|_ 
It is the doétrine in fupport of which I do} 


whigs here. 


mierable. 


common caule.” 


«« My lords, confiftent with the preceding doctrines, j 
and with what I have ever and fhall continue to anal L 
iaih, 1 fay, I fhall oppofe America-whenever I -fee her |. 
aiming at throwing off the navigation act, and other re- | 
gulatory acts of trade, made dona fide for that purpok, i 
and wifely framed and calculated for reciprocation of 


intereft, and the general extended welfare and fecurity | 
of the whole empire. 
fien. I fee no evidence of it. 


And, my lords, at this day, there are: very|/ 
many found fubftantial honeft whigs, who ought and |} 
who will confider the American controverfy as a great} 


Tt'ss fuggefted fuch is their de- 
But to come at a cef- : 


tain knowledge of their fentiments and defigns on = | ' 


head, it would be proper firft to do them juftice. Treat | 


them as . before you treat them as aliens, re- 


\ 
y 


bels and traitors.’ 


iz 


« My lords, deeply impreffed with the ‘ponies | 7 


of taking fome healing meafures ‘at this moft alarming " 


diftracted ftate of our ane though’ bowed down with | 


a cruel difeafe, I have crawled to this houfe, to give | 
you my beft experience and counfel ; 
_ This is the beft F can 


and | 


7 


and my advice is” 5 


AME RA GANDY RE WO UTBELO N. 


and fair inquiry, and not by codes of blood. iow can 

fhe now truft you, with the bayonet at her breaft? She 

has all the reafon in the world now to believe you mean 

her death or bondage.” 

“ Thus entered on the threfhold of this bufinefs, I 

will knock at your gates for juftice without ceafing, un- 

lefs inveterate infirmities tay my hand. My lords, I 

pledge myfelf never to leave this bufinefs: I will pur- 

fue it to the end in eyery fhape. I will never fail of 
my attendance on it, at every ftep and period of this 
great matter, unlefs nailed down to my bed by the feve- 
rity of difeafe. My lords, there is no time to be loft; 
every moment is big with dangers. Nay, while [ am 
| now fpeaking, the decifive blew may be ftruck, and 
millions involved in the confequence. The very firlt 
\ drop of blood will make a wound, that will not eafily 
be fkinned over. Years, perhaps ages may not heal it. 
Te will be wrisabile vulnus, a wound of that rancorous 
malignant, corroding, feftering nature,. that im all pro- 
| bability it will mortify the whole body. Let us then,. 
| my lords, fet to this bufineds in earneit, not take it up 
| by bits and feraps as formerly, juft as exigencies prefied, 
without any regard to the general relations, conneCtions 
and dependencies. I would not by any thing I have 
faid, my lords, be thought to encourage America to 
proceed beyond the right line. I reprobate all ads of 
violence by her mobility, but when her inherent confti- 
tutional rights are invaded, thofe rights that fhe has an 
equitable claim. to the full enjoyment of,. by the funda- 
mental laws of the Englifh conftitution, and ingrafted 
thereon by the unalterable laws of nature, then I own 
} myfelf an American, and feeling myfelf fuch,. fhall, to 
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forte of his lordfhip. 


of natural or civil liberty, can be divefted of any part 


eR ES EE STOO YY. ae el ae 


the verge of my life, vindicate thofe rights againft all}) 
men, who ftrive to spate upon or oppofe them.” — | 7 

From the effects of this fpeech on. the great audience} 
without the bar, and from my own emotions and feel-|) 
ings, the miracles of ancient eloquence—the dlaze of ge-| 
nius and the burft of thought—with which Grecian and| 
Roman orators. have been faid to work wonders in the , 


fenate and the field, no longer appeared fabulous. - 


Lord Camden fpoke next on the fide of America and 4 
in fupport of the motion. He equalled lord Chatham}! 
in every thing, but that fire and pathos which are the}! 


His lordfhip opened briefly upon the nature of pro- | Mt 


perty, the right of taxation, and its infeparability from re- 


pietennedbh “¢ My lords (he faid) I will not enter into the *) 
large field of collateral reafoning applicable to the abftrufe | 
diftinétions touching the omnipotence of parliament. The ! 
declaratory law fealed my mouth. But this I will fay, not 1 


only as a ftatefman, politician and philofopher, but as a 


Common Lawyer, my lords, you have no right to tax | 


America. 
lords, you have no right to tax America. 


that people. _Much ftrels is laid on the fupreme legi- 


flative authority of Great Britain, and fo far as the doc- © 


trine is dire¢ted to its proper object I accede to it. But 
it is equally true, according to all approved writers ‘on 
government, that no man, agreeable to the principles 


of his property without his confent. 


I have fearched the matter. I repeat it, my | 
The natural | 
rights of manand the immutable laws of nature are all with ‘| 


Every thing has 1 
been ftaked on this fingle pofition,. that aéts of parlia- || 
MeENE | 


In learning, perfpicuity and pure |? 


eloquence, probably no one ever furpaffed Lord Camden. ; 


7 
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Jment mutt be obeyed: but this general, unconditional, 
Junlimited affertion,. Iam far from thinking applicable 
to every poffible. cafe, that may arife in the turn of 
times. For my part, I imagine, that a power, refult- 
Jing from a truft, arbitrarily exercifed, may be lawfully 
‘\refifted ; whether the power is lodged in a collective 
‘body, or fingle perfon, in the few or the many. How- 
Jever modified makes no difference. Whenever the truft 
Jis wrefted to the injury of the people, whenever oppref- 
fion begins, ‘all is unlawful and unjuft, and refiftance 
of courfe becomes lawful and right. But fome lords 
‘tell us ferioufly, that adminiftration mutt reduce the 
) Americans to. obedience and fubmaiffion, that 1s, you muift 
_|make them abfolute and infamous flaves, and then—what ¢ 
We will, fay they, give them full liberty. Ah! is this 
\the nature of man? No, my lords, I would not truft 


iimyfelf, American as 1 am, in ‘this fituation. I do not 


|think I fhould, in that cafe, be myfelf for giving of 
}them liberty. No, if they fubmitted to fuch unjutt, 
fuch cruel, fuch degrading flavery, I fhould think they 
were made for flaves; that dervility was fuited to their 
Jnature and genius. I fhould think they would bett ferve 
this country as their. flaves; that their fervility would 
\be for the benefit of Great Britain ; and I fhould be for 
keeping fuch Cappadocians in a ftate of fervitude, fuch 
as was fuited to their conftitution, and might redound 
much to our advantage.” 

«¢ My lords, forme noble lords talk very much of re- 
fiftance to acts of. parliament.. King, lords. and com- 
}mons are fine founding names. But, my lords, a¢ts of 
parliament have been refifted in all ages. King, lords. 
and commons may become tyrants as well as others. 


‘Tyran iny 


_ Gr 


aaa Se a an 
= = — 
a. Se 


i et 
Wiaeag Eee 
A A gene 
Peasy je | 

‘y TAS i 
Ai Oa \ 
a) Saar 

HS 

it ae 


that the various circumftances, events and incidents,” 


a sat tcis 
Lome Sa = 
Se SSS = 


large will judge of their welfare and happinefs, and att 
accordingly. The fame writer fays, that whenever a_ 


lawful. Ido not pretend go quote his words. I think’ 
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records or archives of the ftate you might find the la a 
for refifting tyranny. ” I don’t know, (faid Mr. Sel}, 


certain, that it has always been the cuftom of England- 
and the cuftom of England is the law of the land.“ 

«© There is a gentleman, whom I need not name, his 
works are well received and well known, who avoids 
{tating any rule, when refiftance is lawful; and he lays” 
down the revolution as the only precedent. He fays}' 


that may juftify cannot be defined; but the people i 


cafe exa¢tly fimilar in all its parts and circumftances to” 


the revolution, when a cale fhall run upon all fours with | 
that, then the law feems to be fettled, that refiftance is 


\ 


his meaning 1s very much as I have ftated it. But un- 
doubtedly in cafes, in many refpects diffimilar, but in” 
equal degree tyrannical and oppreffive, refiftance may’ 


be lawful, and the people in all ages, countries and’ 


climes have at times known thefe things; and they have’ 
and will for ever act accordingly.” in 
- Lord Shelburne in the courfe of his argument faid, “My: 
lords, we know, we all know, that juitice and injuftice, ” 


—— — 


right and wrong are not at all confidered in the courfe* 
of our parliamentary proceedings. We all know that 


nothing is debated in parliament for information or con-, 


viction, 
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viction, but for mere form. Every thing is confidered 
in the cabinet and brought into parliament, not for con- 


he :fcreening. the counfellors of the king. The mea- 


"* 


zs) 

| 

_ideration, but for the.fanction of the legiflature, and 
i 

| 4 


: ures of parliament are the meafures of the minifter ; 


‘ind the meafures: of this minifter are. very often thofe of 


his commiffioner.” . The Marquis of Rockingham alfo 
upported the motion. 

Lords Littleton, Suffolk, Gower, T ape ae 
ordand Weymouth fpoke in oppofition.. I omit relating 
vhat their lordfhips. faid, left I thould be fufpected by 
iny who may fee this journal, of an unfair report of their 


jpeeches. But a very remarkable faying of Lord 
Bia I cannot omit. His lordfhip faid, “I am for 
‘nforcing thefe meafures (and with great f{neer and con- 
empt) let the Americans fit talking about their natural 
ad divine rights, their rights as men and citizens, their 
jights from God and nature.” 

| The houfe, at about ten, divided after the preceding 


2bates, on the queftion contents 18, non-contents 77, 


licluding proxies. 
Thus far from Mr. Quincy’s papers. 
_ The language of the lords in adminiftration was high 


id decifive. And it was declared, that the mother 


puntry fhould never relax till America confeffed her 
premacy, and it was acknowledged to be the minifte- 
‘jW refolution, to enforce obedience by arms. 


The principal trading and manufacturing towns in the 


ngdom, having waited to regulate their conduct as to 


merican affairs, by that of the merchants of London 
d Briftol, followed the example of thefe two great 
‘Vor. 1. G-gis tags. do com- 


be 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


44g 


Faas SS 
Se ee 


Se aod ee 


= Se 
Se 


Re ee me 


26, 


THE HISTORY GF THE 


commercial bodies, and prepared petitions upon thd 
fubject to be prefented to parliament. 1 SR 

‘The petition from the merchants of London was sid 
abi the firft delivered, and it was moved to be rd, 
ferred to the committee, appointed to take into confi 


deration the American papers; but it was moved bl 
way of amendment, on the minifterial fide, that it fhoul 
be referred to a feparate committee to meet on the 27th, \ 
the day fucceeding that appointed for the confideratio| 1 
of American papers. ‘This was objected to as a fiamd, 
ful pitiful evafion; but upon the queftion’s being ‘pul, | 
the amendment was carried, 197 againft 81, wid fap 
ported tlie original motion. | L 
A fimilar fate: attended the deporkes role. Brite j 
Glafgow, Norwich; ‘Liverpool, Manchefter, Birming 
ham, Wolverhampton, Dudley, and fome other places, 
all of which, in turn, were configned to what the Of 
pofition termed the committee of oblivion. | 
On the day appointed for the confideration of Amer” 
can affairs, a fecond and very ftrong petition was prt) 
fented from the merchants of inte On which . 
was moved, that the order for feferring the merchan’ 
petition to a feparate’ committee fhould be difchargec 
and that it fhould be referred to a committee of the who, 
houfe, appointed to confider the American affairs. Th 
indignity and mockery offered to fo great a body as th 
merchants of London by the late refolution, which wit 
an infidious affectation of civility, received the petitic. 
with one hand, and threw it out of the window with th! 
other, was painted in ftrong colours. All the debate, 
on the fubjeét of the petitions, were attended with a) 
anufual degree of ofperity, and even acrimony on, th) 
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| 
ide of oppofition. The condué alfo of the late. para 
Jiament was fcrutinized without mercy, and its memory 
rie with more than want of refpeét. A gentleman, 
Fp for a farcaftic poignancy in his obfervations, . 
in fketching a fhort hiftory of that parliament, faid, that 
hey began their political life with a violation of the &a- 
‘red right of election in the cafe of Middlefex; that 


hey had died in the act of popery, when they eftablithed 
| 


jhe Roman catholic religion in Canada; and that they 
‘ad left a rebellion in America, asa legacy. The quel- 
jon was rejected upon a divifion by a very great majo- 


ity. 


ing, which petition his majefty had referred to that 
oufe, and that they were enabled to throw great light 


jpon the fubject: they prayed to be heard at the bar, 
|: fupport of the faid petition. A violent debate enfued. 
The miniftry alleged, that the congrefs was no legal 


ody, and none could be heard in reference to its pro- 


vedings, without giving that illegal body fome degree 
} countenance, It was anfwered, that the congrefs, 
pwever illegal as to other purpotes, was fufficiently len 
al for prefenting a petition. It was figned by the names _ 
* all the perfons who compofed it, and might be re- 


‘ved as from individuals, It was faid, That it was 
eir bufinefs rather to find every plaufible reafon for re- 
‘iving petitions, than to invent pretences for rejecting 
em; that.the rejection of petitions was: one principal, 
not the moft powerful caufe of the prefent troubles : 
; rer: 2 and 


Though it was then late, a petition was offered from 
“ir. Bollan, Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Lee, ftating that 
ney were authorized by the American continental con- 
Irefs, to prefent a petition from the congrefs to the 
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and that this mode of conftantly rejecting their petitiong | 
and refufing to hear their agents, would imfallibly en L 
in univerfal rebellion, and not unnaturally, as thofe feen 


to give up the rights of government, who refufe to hea} 
the complaints of the rubyeets The miniftry infultel 
the petition as containing nothing but ha ey grievy a 


eat i 218 to 68. ‘This’ Dice eri have bee 
forefeen by all who knew, that on the fourth of th, 


month, Lord Dartmouth, by the king’s orders, haq) 
written a circular letter to the governors of his majef|, 


ty’s colonies, requiring them to ufe their utmoft endea|. 


yours to prevent the holding of any more congreffes y 


and that the American grievances were, in that letter) 


termed pretended. This" letter was written a few day!” 
after the petition had met with an apparent gracious re’) 
ception, and had been promifed a due confideration if 
but probably not before favorable advices had been re’ 
ceived refpecting the New York affembly. | ; 


ft was evident, that both houfes of parliament wer! 
teady co adopt any meafures which adminiftration fhoul¢ 


propofe ; and it was confidently believed and afferted 
that when the merchants and manufacturers were de! 


prived of all hopes of preventing the operation of force 
it would then become their intereft to give all poffibl 
effe& to it. They would thus become by degrees, © 
princips] fupport of that caufe, which they now fo ca 


gerly oppofed. 1 
The opinion of the efficacy of a forcible mode of pro” 
ceeding in America, and the hopes of compelling a grea” 
body at home to concurrence, have made the minifter 


more and more refolved to go through, and. complet 
5 th 
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| Lord Chatham perfevered in the profecution of his 
| ‘onciliatory fcheme ‘with America, and accordingly, 
prought into the -houfe of lords the outlines of a bill, 
\vhich he hoped would an{wer that falutary purpofe, un- 
‘ler the title of “ A provifional act for fettling the trou- 
"ples in America, and for afferting the fupreme legifla- 
‘jive authority, and fuperintending power of Great Bri-- 
fain over the colonies.” 


| 
| AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


“the plan with which they have begun. It may however 


se much doubted, whether they fufpecé that the Ame- 
‘ican conteft will end in blood. Some of them in all 


orobability have fuch a firm reliance upon Mr. Hutch- 


nfon’s judgment, as to flatter themfelves that the cole- 


aifts will give way to thofe appearances of coercion, which 


they have adopted: and mean further to adopt; and fo 
nave engaged in the prefent hazardous politics, in hopes 


if enjoying a bloodlefs conqueft, and therein a complete 
riumph over all oppofition. 


i 
| 


| This bill caufed a variety of difcuffion within and 
vithout doors. The miuniftry obferved, that it was a 


‘bropofition of reconciliation by conceffion, which was 


a) 


‘jaufe fufficient to induce them to reject it; their plan 
‘peing, at prefent, to fhow a firm refolution not to give 
way in any inftance, while the eppofition in America 
Jontinued. It was unufual in parliament to reject, on 
he firft propofition, any bill for an object allowed . 


o be neceflary; and promifing, however faintly or rudely, 
ny plan for obtaining the end propofed, But the pro- 
ceding ‘on this occafien was different, They condemn- 
‘d without refetve the bill-in the whole, and in all its 
yarts ; and it was moved, and ftrongly fupported by all 
he lords on the fide of adminiftration, that the bill be 
Ge 3 rejeCted 
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in it, a propofal to require of congrefs the making of |” 


ral contributory fupply. Had it paffed into an act, the 
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rejected in the firft inftance. The noble framer defend}. 
ed himfelf and his bill from the numerous attacks whicl i 
were made on both, with great fpirit and vigor, Thl 
indignity offered him, feemed to renew all the fire q / 
youth; and he retorted the farcafms, which were level) | 
Jed at him from different quarters, with a moft pointes, 
feverity. The nature of the fubjects debated, and thj 
{tate of temper on both fides, produced much warmt , 
fevere altercation, and even perfonal animadverfion | 
The bill was rejected by a majority of 61 to 32, no” 
being allowed to lie upon the table. The rejection o 
it may be of no differvice to the colonifts. It contained 


free grant to the king, of a certain perpetual revenue 
fubject to the difpofition of the Britifh parliament ; anq | 
congrefs was to adjuft the proportions of the fevera| 


charges to be borne by each province, toward the gene, 


colonifts might not have united in the propofal, but) 
dangerous divifions have followed, fo that you may 
have no occafion to regret its fate, efpecially as that wil | 
{trengthen your union, and increafe your friends, | 
A petition was prefented to the commons, from the 
planters of the fugar colonies refiding in Great Britain) 
and the merchants of London trading to thofe colonies, 
fetting forth the diftrefs to which the Weft India iflands’ 
will be reduced, unlefs the former harmony betyveen: this 


kingdom and the American colonies is reftored. Like! } 


Shes — sili 


all the former upon the fukjeét, it was referred to the 


eftablifhed petition committee. The day it was pres 


fented, the minifter opened his defigns in refpect ta’ 
America, Having ee the way by a fpeech, he’ 
moved 


4 
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‘moved for an addrefs to the king, and for a conferenc 


with the lords, that it might be the joint addrefs of both 


jcation of the American papers; and declares, that they 


—~ 


‘\find from them, that a redellion actually exifts within the 


5 The addrefs returns thanks for the communi- 


\province of the Maffachufetts-bay ; that the parties con- 


cerned in it have been countenanced and encouraged, by. 


Junlawful combinations and engagements entered into, 
‘in feveral of the other colonies; that they never can 
relinquifh any part of the foyereign autherity over all 
the dominions, which by law is vefted in his masefty 
and the two houles of parliament; that they ever have 
lbeen, and always fhall be, ready to pay attention and 
‘regard to any real grievances of any of his majefty’s fub- 
jects, which fhall in a dutiful and conftitutional manner 


bybe laid before them; but at the fame time they befeech 
Jhis majefty to take the moft effectual meafures to en- 


‘Vorce due obedience to the authority of the fupreme le- 
Iviflature; and in the moft folemn manner affure him, 
jchat at the hazard of their lives and properties, they will 
Jtand by him againtt all rebellious attempts, in the main- 
venance of the juft rights of his majefty and the two 
noufes of parliament. , 

| Lord North then gaye a fxetch of the meafures he 
tended to purfue, which were to fend a greater force 
-o America, and to bring in a temporary act to put a) 
“top‘to dll the foreign trade of the different colonies of 
New England, particularly ‘their fifhery. on the banks 
bf Newfoundland, ull they returned to their duty. 
»Lhe addrefs was fo loaded with confequences, the 
extent.of which:could not be defined, that it called up 
Ml the powers of oppafition; and even tome few of the 
Sa Ge 4 | moft 
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Ret ue to moft moderate in the houfe feemed to feel a kind of |) 
Came horror, at entering upon a meafure fo dangerous in the }) 
Bit fs autt 3 


iy ida 4 | tendency, and inexplicable in the event. a 1 
a A gentleman, of the firft eminence in the law, fol. i 
dat: | lowed the minifter through the whole detail of ‘his |) 
nya a 4 fpeech, and anfwered the different pofitions. He in- [7 
ay ae i fifted, that having examined with legal precifion the de. |: 
ae 4 it finitions of treafon, the Americans were not in rebellion, {7 
th hal and faid, ‘© Whatever the diforders may be, they are | 
ee | created by the conduct of thofe, whofe views are to |! 
' ae eftablith defpotifm, and which are manifeftly direCted to | 
mt y reduce America to the moft abject ftate of fervility, as | 
Ty ‘\ 1h a prelude to the realizing the fame wicked fyftem in the } 

Dik | i mother country.” He concluded by maintaining, that |” 
we i | an oppofition to arbitrary meafures is warranted by ' 
ae conftitution, and eftablithed by precedent. N 

ie ths i) The other gentlemen of the minority entered but little | | 

a vid into the juridical part of the debate; but maintained, . 

a Rt ni that it would be imprudent for parliament at this time © 

a to declare the difturbances rebellious, They faid, * It | 
Mee is well known no act af violence has been committed in ” 

| | ‘ the Maffachufetts-bay, which has not been equalled by ° 
Lorie & fomething fimilar in every other province, and fome- i) 
i vi times even exceeded by acts of a more heinous nature ; 

. rel | that therefore the only effet of this violent, but partial — 

iy) hee HH declaration of rebellion, will be to delude ourfelves into © 
BAe a preparations of hoftility, as if againft one province only, i 
i (ata 1 : when in truth we have to cantend with twelve.” - 4 
‘i i abe Wl f On the other fide, the crown lawyers and minifterial 4 
i | debaters maintained, that fuch Americans as come within — 
i eae t i certain defcriptions, and have been guilty of certain ats, “ 
ee and fuill perfevere in the fupport and commiffion of fuch | 
bea Al acts, 
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aéts, are in a ftate of actual rebellion; that the punifh- 
ment of a few of the worft fort of traitors, fuch as 


| Hancock and his crew, may be fufficient to teach the 
_reft their duty in future; and that the boafted union of 
| the colonies will diffolve the moment parliament fhows 
-itfelf refolved on vigorous and fevere meafures. Some 
| gentlemen of rank in the army, treated all idea of re- 
| fitance by the Americans with the utmoft contempt. 
| They faid, “ They are neither foldiers, nor ever can 


be made fo, being naturally of a pufillanimous difpofition, 
and utterly incapable of any fort of order or difcipline ; 
and by their lazinefs, uncleanlinefs, and radical defect of 
conftitution, they are difabled from going through the 


fervice of a campaign, but will melt away with fick- 
| nefs, before they can face an enemy; fo that a. flight 
force will be more than fufficient for their complete re- 


duction.”?. Many ludicrous ftories to that purport were 


| told, greatly to the entertainment of the houfe. A mo- 

} tion however was made for an amendment, which upon 

a divifion was rejected by a large majority, 304 againft 

) 105. ‘The queftion being then put for the addrefs, was 
| carried by nearly the fame majority. 


But the minority had not done with the bufinefs. 


| Upon receiving the report from the committee a few Feb, 
_ days after, a noble lord made a motion torecommit the »’ 


addrefs ;-and fupported it with many areuments. He 
{tated our domeftic fituation, and inferred the impro- 


/ priety and danger of a declaration from that houfe of 
_ the exiftence of a rebellion in any part of our dominions; 
_and fhowed the defperate meafures into which it might 


precipitate the Americans, and the advantage that might 


be taken of fuch an o¢cafion by our powerful and watch- 


ful 
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ful neighbours, whofe ancient enmity and jealoufy were 
much increalfed by the glory we had acquired, and the 
‘difgrace and lofs they had fuffered in the laft war. He 
faid, “© My head and my heart join in deprecating the 
horrors of a civil war, which will be rendered {till more 
dreadful, by its involving in it certain confequences, a 
foreign one with the combined forces of great and pow- 
erful nations.” | 
This motion introduced the longeft and moft intereft- 
ing debate that had taken place in the new parliament. 


It was acknowledged on all hands, that the prefent crifis. 


-was the moft perilous and intricate, in which the nation 
had been involved fince the revolution. It was con- 
tended by thofe who oppofed the motion, that the Ame- 


ricans were not to be won by kindnefs or retained by 


benefits; and that the tendernefs, which had been con- 
ftantly practifed by government, had produced the pre- 


fent fatal confequences. The danger from foreign pow-» 


ers {upporting the Americans, was faid to be imaginary: 


and it was ftill contended by feveral, that an appear-. 
ance of vigorous meafures, with fome reinforcement of | 


the troops at Bofton, would prove fufficient to quell the 
difturbances in America, without the drawing of blood. 


‘On the other fide, the addrefs was ftigmatized as 
cruel, fanguinary, and unjuft.. It was urged, « The. 


Americans have given the ftrongeft and moft unequi- 
vocal demonftrations of their filial piety toward the 


mother country. They have fought and bled by our’ 


fide. In the prefent ftate of diftraction, they require’ no) 
more for the reftoration of harmony, than. to be placed: 


in the fame fituation they were in at the clofé of the laft.- 


war. They have been nuried up, for a long feries of 
years, 
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years, in ideas of certain rights, of which, the electing 


-of their own reprefentatives, and the difpofal of their 


own money for the public fervice only through them, are 
among the principal. If this is an error, the crown and 
parliament are equally faulty with the Americans, hav- 
ing in their whole conduct conftantly nourifhed the de- 
lufion. At the time cf the repeal of the ftamp-act, 
two of the firft names of this kingdom, for ability as 
well as legal knowledge, befide many others, utterly de- 
nied the right of taxation. Is it then to be wondered 
at, that the Americans, with fuch authorities on their 
fide, are tenacious of a right fo invaluable in its nature, 
which has at all times been confidered as the diftinétion 
between freemen and flaves, which has been confirmed 
by fo long a prefcription, and upon which, to this in- 
ftant, the wifeft and honefteft men, even in the mother 
country, are divided in opinion? Philip the Second, 
and his feventeen provinces, are the counterpart of what 
we are acting. In comparing the probability of events, 
can any man fay, Great Britain has fuch a profpect of 
victory in the event as Spain might then have expected ? 
If we imagine, that the powers of Europe will fit fll 
during this conteft, we muft fuppofe a fyftem of policy 
now to prevail, or rather an extenfion of folly, all over 
Europe, which never before was known in any period 
of its exiftence.” 


Much ill temper appeared in every part of the houfe — 


in the courfe of thefe debates. The miniftry were 


charged with acting uniformly and fyftematically upon 


tory and arbitrary principles, which had thrown the 
whole empire into a ftate of confufion and diftraction. 
© In a word,” it was faid, “the fhort and fimple quef- 
| tion 
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tion before the houfe, is, whether we fhall lofe the colez 
nies, or give up our miniftry.” 

The miniftry, on the other hand, talked much about 
faétion at home, and republican principles; and the 
Americans being fpirited up to their rebellion by incen- 
diary writers and fpeakers in England. After a debate, 
which continued till half an hour after two in the morn- 
ing, the motion for the recommitment of the addref 
was rejected by nearly the former majority. 

When it was moved in the houfe of lords, to fill up 


the blank, left open in the addrefs, by the infertion of 


the words, “ The lords fpiritual and temporal, &c.” to 
render the inftrument the joint aét of both houfes, a 
debate enfued. The queftions of treafon, rebellion, and 
conftructive treafons, were deeply entered into by two 


great law lords, who differed totally in their legal and 


political fentiments, and carried on a long argument 
between them, with great warmth and ability; in which 


a large ftock of profeffional and general learning was 


difplayed on each fide. It is to be lamented, that with 


all the boafted excellency of our conftitution, a queftion — 


of fo vaft magnitude as to include in its confequences, 
the lives, fortunes, and honors of all the fubjects of this 


empire, {till remains involved in fuch obfcurity, as not 


only to admit of a difference of opinion, but that even 
the great oracles of the law are bewildered in its dark 
nefs, This extraordinary debate was attended with fome 
fingular circumftances. Lord Mansfield, to the great 
furprife of moft of his auditors, condemned, in very ex+ 
plicit and unreferved terms, the meafure of laying on 
the duties in 1767, which he declared to be the moft 
abfurd and pernicious that could be advifed, and the 
hii caule 
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| caufe of all the prefent impending evils. The duke of 

Grafton, Lord Shelburne, and Lord Camden, who 
were at that time cabinet counfellors, and held the firft 
offices in the ftate, declared feparately in their places, 
| | that they had no fhare in that meafure, nor had ever 
| given it any approbation. The manner in which a mea- 
| fure of miniftry was carried againft the opinion of mi- 
‘| nifters was not explained. A difclofure relative to a 

matter, which had already convulfed the whole empire, 
and was ftill more to be dreaded in its future confe- 
| quences, excited general amazement, mixt with indig- 


| nation and regret in individuals. The fatal and over- 
') ruling fecret influence, which had fo long guided and 


marred all public affairs, was deplored and animad- 
verted upon in different parts of the houfe. 

When the queftion came to be put, whether to agree 
with the commons in the addrefs, by inferting the 
words neceflary to fill up the blank, it was carried by a 
) prodigious majority. But the lords Richmond, Craven, 
Archer, Abergavenny, Rockingham, Wycombe, Cour- 
tenay, Torrington, Ponfonby, Cholmondeley, Abingdon, 
Portland, Camden, Effingham, Stanhope, Scarborough, 
Fitzwilliam, and Tankerville, protefted againft “ an 
addrefs amounting to @ declaration of wer, which 3s 
founded on no proper parliamentary information, which 
follows the rejection of every mode of conciliation, 
which holds out no fubftantial offer of redrefs of 
_ grievances, and which promifes fupport to thofe mi- 
nifters, who have inflamed America, and grofsly mif- 
conducted the affairs of Great Britain.” 


The addrefs was delivered, and an anfwer given, Feb. 
Wherein his majefty affured both houfes, that they might 7” 


épend 
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depend upon his taking the moft {peedy and effectual q 


mieaiures for enfor cing due obedience to the laws, and: |" 


the authority of the fase eme legiflature. 

On that or the preceding day, the petition and memo- 
rial from the aflembly of Yamaica to his majefty, was 
laid before the commons. It was drawn up in very 
{trong terms. The petitioners entered into a full, free, 
and argumentative difcuffion of the late claims of the 
mother country, and of the rights of the colonies: the 
former of which they combated, and the latter defended | 
with great force. ‘They equally deplored and beheld |) 
with amazement, a plan almoft carried into execution || 
for reducing the colonies into the moft abject ftate of 
flavery ; and they fupplicated the throne, and demanded 
and claimed from the fovereign, as the guarantee of 
their juft rights, that no laws fhould be forced upon 
them, injurious to their rights as colonifts or Englith- 
men; and that, as the common parent of his people, 
his majefty would become a mediator between his 
European and American fubjeéts. | yf 

The next day the minifter moved for leave to bring 
in a bill to reftrain the trade and commerce of the New 
England provinces, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
Britifh Weft India iflands, and to prohibit them from 
carrying on any fithery on the banks of Newfoundland, 
and other places therein to be mentioned, under certain 
conditions, and for a limited time. In anfwer to the 
objections made to it while the fubje& of debate, the 
charges of injuftice and cruelty were denied, and the 
contrary maintained ; 3 it was declared to be neceffary ; 
and it was obferved, that though the innocent were in- 
volved with the guilty,-and friends with foes, the ne- 

t ceffity 
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t eeflity might be lamented, but could not be helped. 
The motion for a bill was carried by a majority of three 


| to one. 


In the progrefs of the bill, the London merchants 
and traders, interefted in the American commerce, pe- 
 titioned againft it, and were allowed to be heard. 
| confequence of this a long train of witneffes were exa- 
mined, and it appeared, That in 1764, the four New 
_ England colonies employed in their feveral fifheries, no 
) jefs than 45,880 ton of fhipping, and 6002 men, and 
| that the produce of their fifheries in the foreign markets 
' for that year, amounted to 322,220]. 16s. fterling:— 
' That the fifheries were greatly increafed; that all the 
materials ufed in them, except falt, and the timber of 
which their veffels were built, were taken from this 
| country, and that the nett proceeds of the fifh were re- 
») mutted-here; and that there was near a million of money 
| owing from New England to the city of London only, 
_ They ftated to the houfe, that the calamities confequent 
i] upon the bill muft fall in a particular degree upon the 
innocent. . The cafe of the inhabitants of Nantucket 
would be particularly hard. They amounted to fome 
thoufands, nine-tenths of them Quakers, inhabiting a 
barren land: but by an: aftonifhing induftry they kept 
140 weflels in conftant employ, eight in the importation 
of provilions. for the ifland, and the reft in the whale 


fifhery. . 


Lord North amazed all - 


While the bill was pending, 
| parties, and feemed for a time nearly to diffolve his ze. 
‘own, by a conciliatory motion in regard to America. It 
propoted, “ That when the governor, council, and af- 
fembly, ‘or general cayrt of his majefty’s provinces or 
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colonies, fhall propofe to make provifion, according to]| 
their refpective conditions, circumftances, and fituations,] 
for contributing their proportion to the common defence | 
(fuch proportion to be raifed under the authorities o 
the general court, or general affembly, of fuch province] 
or colony, and difpofable by parliament) and fhall en-|, 


gage to make provifion alfo, for the fupport of the civil 


government, and the adminiftration of juftice in fuch), 
province or colony, it will be proper, if fuch propofal | 
fhould be approved by his majefty in parliament, and| 
for fo long as fuch provifion fhali be made accordingly, | 
to forbear, in refpect of fuch province or colony, to levy | 
any duties, tax, or affeflment; or to impofe any further |, 
duty, tax, or afieflment, except only fuch duties as it | 


may be expedient to impofe for the regulation of the 


commerce, the nett produce of the duties laft men- | 
tioned to be carried to the account of fuch province, | 


colony, or plantation, refpedctively.” The numerous 
high prerogative party, who had ever oppofed any re- 


laxation in favor of the colonies, heard the propofition » 
with horror, and confidered themfelves as abandoned or ; 
betrayed. They pronounced it a fhameful prevarica- _ 
tion, and a mean departure from principle ; and finally © 


concluded with declaring, that they would make no 


conceffions to rebels with arms in their hands; and that » 
they would enter into no meafure for a fettlement with . 


the Americans, in which an exprefs and definitive ac- 
knowledgment from them of the fupremacy of parlia- 
ment was not a preliminary article. A gentleman of 


the long robe, and who has lately diftinguifhed himfelf ~ 


for his zeal in promoting all the meafures for reducing 
the colonies (Mr. W——) had the addrefs in a few 
| minutes 


AMERYW CANNY REVO UT ION. 


, minutes to hufh the commotion, by convincing the mal- 
contents, that the appearance of conceffion, lenity, and 


\tendernefs, which had fo much alarmed them, were of 
|fuch a nature, that they could not interfere with the moft 


| 
| 
Fi 
i 
| 


|rigid meafures which they wifhed to enforce. he gen- 


‘tlemen in oppofition faid, ‘“* The motion is infidious, 
| bafe and treacherous, in the higheft degree.” ‘The mi- 


| 


‘| nifter acknowledged it to be a cheat, and defigned for. 


‘the purpofe of dif-uniting the Americans; but it will 
jtend only to confolidate that common mafs of union 
into which they have been thrown by the Bofton port 
act. The queftion was carried by a majority of three 


jto one, 


lof the principles of the fifhery-bill. This petition fet 


{forth, that the reftraints upon the colonies would not by 
jany means be injurious to commerce; and that the foreign 


jmarkets might be amply fupplied, by extending the 
Newfoundland fifhery from England. They concluded 
by foliciting, no lefs for their own immediate advantage 
than for the univerfal benefit of their country, fuch en- 
couragement as parliament fhould think proper. 

1A petition was alfo delivered from the Quakers in 
wehalf of their brethren and others, the inhabitants of 
Nantucket, in which they ftated their innocence. and 
nduftry, the utility of their labors to themfelves and the 


bommunity, the hazards attending their occupation, and 
the uncertainty of their gains; and fhowed, that if the 
pill paffed into a law, they mutt fhortly be expoled to all 
che miferies of a famine. 


Mea, I. Hh Tn 


| A petition from the merchants, traders, and principal Feb. 
Jinhabitants of Poole, in Dorfetfhire, was prefented, in “” 
javowed oppofition to that from London, and in fupport 
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In every ftage of the bill, the debate rekindled; andJ| 
in the courfe of it, the minority obferved, “ When it | 
was thought wifdom to overthrow eftablithed privileges] 
and to combat national prejudices, by farting thd 


new claim of taxation, the Americans went no further [ 


than to deny our right of internal taxation. Having [ 
gained the point of urging them to queition one right| ; 
we foon convinced them, both by argument and praétice] 
that an external tax might be made to anfwer all thd! 
purpofes, and to produce all the mifchiefs of internal, 
taxation. They then denied our right of taxing foq| 
fupply. Parliament then proceeded to deprive them oH 
their charter, and to change the courfe of juftice and 

trials, ‘Then they were puthed to deny the power of in4 

ternal legiflation. But ftill they had hitherto never for | 
mally rejected the power of parliament to bind their, 
trade. We are now to convince them, however, that, 
if but a fingle branch of legiflative power is left to this 
country, we can diftort that branch in fuch a manner, 
that it fhall include all the purpofes of unlimited ty-| 
ranny.” It appeared upon evidence at the bar of the} 

houfe, that by the operation of the bill, many thoufands 
of innocent inhabitants would be reduced to the fad 

alternative, either of perifhing through want at home, 
or of removing to fome other lefs rigorous government,” 


for protection and fupport ; fo that a famine among the.) 
New Englanders was predicted as the confequence of the, 
bill. I 

Some gentlemen on the other fide of the queftion, 
acknowledged the harfhnefs of the meafure; but la-/ 
mented its being indifpenfably neceffary. A much greater 
number contended, that the bill was in-an high degree)’ 
merciful, 
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| merciful, and that the New England colonies did not 
} want refources to prevent a famine. A few went fo far 
jas to regret, that the bill did not convey punifhments 


| adequate to the crimes of the Americans, and to dread, 
‘that the famine which had been ftrongly prognofticated, 
jand pathetically lamented, would not take place. 


Mr. Quincy fails to-morrow for the Maffachujetts. 


He is very far from being well; and has been attended 
‘japon repeatedly by Dr. Fothergill. The door thinks 
the Briftol air and water would give him perfect health ; 


and it is greatly againft his own opinion and inclination 
that he takes the voyage. But he rifks his life for the 
good of his own colony in particular, and of America 
in general. His moft intimate friends infift upon his 
going directly to Bofton. They fay no letter can exe) 


ywith fafety; and that he can deliver more information 
jand advice viva voce, thancan or ought to be written. 


jihey urge that by going now, if he arrives fafe, he 


ymuit be of ereat advantage to the American caufe. 

He is to tell the people of your colony, by no means 
ro take any ftep of great confequence (unlefs on a fud- 
Hen emergency) without the advice of the continental 


ongrefs ; and is to repair to that honorable body, when 


i é 


Inet at Philadelphia. 


You will hear from him, how egrecioufly the Ame- 


yicans have been infulted by feveral in both houfés of 
arliament, in being pronounced daftardiy cowards and 
boltroons, to be looked into Submifion at the approach of 
h regiment; and that if this is your true character, 
where will be no great exploit in the brave general Grant's 
marching fuccefsfully, with only five regiments, from 
one end of the continent to the other, of which he has 
Tih 2 declared 


4.68 


‘Janguage in the fenate; and the general at the head off 
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declared himfelf capable. It is faid, that an American} 
durft not look at a red coat. The fenator holds thid 


an army. It paffes for a maxim, and it is thought’ 
{cepticifm to doubt it. Every fubaltern upon half pa | 
looks upon himfelf as qualified for fubduing Americal j 
If a man fays otherwife, the finger 1s pointed at him ag j 
to an enemy of his country. Mr. Quincy will be likel 1 
alfo to give you the name of the member, who in 4 
late fpeech adulterated the Englifh tongue, that he might” 


gratify his inveteracy, by punifhing you with /rarvaton, | q 
q 
| 


By a ‘future opportunity you will receive an account 
of the progrefs of the reftraining and fifhery bill through” 
the houfe of lords; of the further proceedings of parlia4/ 
ment and miniftry ; and of the national complexion. a 


1g BT. Se RS Ree q 
Roxbury, April 26, 1775. \\ 


YHILE the Maflachufetts had no oid i 

congrefs, the aétive friends of government had 
an opportunity to try their ftreneth in a few places, and | 
to attempt refifting the general current, by refufing a 
compliance with the refolutions of the colony congrels i 
but the diffentients were overwhelmed by numbers, and ’ 
their attempts proved abortive. 


P| 
"fares of the governor. That the colony might be fome- 


‘Jwhat prepared for the foreft trial, they urged in the 
\ftrongeft terms, the militia in general, and the minute 
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The royal proclamation prohibiting the exportation 


_of military ftores from Britain, his majefty’s fpeech, 
-and the addrefés of the new parliament, in the opinion 
of many, cut off all hopes of reconciliation, more efpe- 


cially in New England. 


{ 


q 


‘They adjourned to Concord in about a fortnight, that 


‘the diftance might afford them greater perfonal fecurity, 


and render them lefs liable to interruption by any mea- 


men in particular, to fpare neither time, pains nor ex- 


) pence, at fo critical a junCture, for perfecting themfelves 


forthwith in the military difcipline. ‘They paffed refo- 


Jiutions for the providing and making of fire arms and 


| bayonets, and renewed the prohibition of their prede- 


'}ceflors, againft fupplying the troops at Bofton, with any 


of thofe neceflaries peculiarly requifite for the military 


\fervice. The committee of fafety had directed in the 


|beginning of January, that all the cannon, mortars, 


cannon balls and fhells, fhould be depofited at Worcet- 


‘ter and Concord in the fame proportion as. was done by 


that the committee of fupplies do purchafe all the 
powder they can, and alfo all kinds of warlike ftores, 
fufficient for an army of fifteen thoufand men to take 
the field.” 

| The propriety of the precautions taken to guard 
againtt a iurprife was manifeftt from the following 


i 


event. 
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| The new Maffachufetts congrefs met at Cambridge, Feb, 
jand Mr. Hancock was unanimouily chofen prefident. ** 


ithe provifion ; and while the congrefs was fitting, voted, 
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General Gage receiving intelligence that-cannon and , 
carriages were depofited in the neighbourhood of Sa-|% 
Jem, fent a corps of troops from the caftle, under |/ 
lieutenant colonel Leflie, on board a tranfport, to feize |f 
and bring them away. They landed at Marblehead, : 
proceeded to Salem, found nothing there, and paffed | 
on to the draw-bridge leading to Danvers, where a num- |i 
ber of people affembled, and thofe of the oppofite fide } 
took up the bridge to prevent their croffing. The of. | 
ficer ordered it to be let down; the people peremptorily | 
refuled, faying, “ It is a private road, and you have no 
authority to demand a paflage this way.” . On this-re- i 
fufal he determined to make ufe of the boats which t 
were at hand; his intention was perceived, and the | 
owners jumped into their own boats, and with their axes 4 

uttled them, to make them ufelefs for the prefent; 

Pa ing the tranfaction there was fome fcuffle between || 
them and the foldiers. Things were apparently tending | 
to an extremity. The reverend Mr. Bernard, a con |! 
presser clelopnadn of Salem, and other gentlemen, | 
urged the letting down of the draw- bridge ;_ but it was 
not done, till much time had been {pent in altercation, | 
during which period the articles, that colonel Lieflie was 
after, were conveyed away. When the opportunity of ; 
crofling offered, he marched about thirty rods, to the . 
{pot where the artificers had been employed in making i 
Carriages, &c. but finding nothing, and it being now 
Jate inthe evening, returned and went on board the ai 
port without meeting with any moleftation, This eX- 
pedition took place on the Lord’s s day, which might 
contribute to its ending happily without mifchief, On 
any other day, when the people were not attending g pub- 
lie y | 
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lic worfhip, but difperfed about and following their {e- 
-cular bufinefs, the landing of the troops would have been 


difcoyered, and fame quarrel might have enfued while 
they were making it good, or afterward upon their 


| march. The governor aba pitched upon the Lora’s 


day, in hope that it would prevent every painful cataf- 


‘trophe ; but the expedition fpread an alarm, 


The Maflachufetts congrefs were difpleafed with the 
proceedings of the New ork eeneral affembly ; who 


'renounced all concern with the late continental congrefs, 
declined choofing delegates for the propofed new one, 
‘) and in their own fingle capacity, fent a petition to the 


king, a memorial to the lords, and a remonftrance to 


\ the houfe of commons. In the remonftrance they re- 


prefented the grievances, under which they labored, by 
the innovations that had béen made in the conftitutional 


pres of government, fince the clofe of the laft war. 


‘They renounced the moft diftant defire of independence, 
acknowledged the fupreme government of the Britifh 
parliament over the whole empire, and their authority 
to regulate the trade of the colonies: remonttrated in 
the behalf of their brethren in the Maflachufetts, for 
whofe diftreffes they could not help feeling; but at the 


fame time expreffed their difapprobation of the violent 
“ meafures purfued in fome of the colonies. They claim- 
ed areftoration of thofe rights which they enjoyed be- 


fore the clofe of the war; but without entertaining an 
idea of diminifhing the power of the mother country, 


‘or leffening the dignity of parliament. Should the mi- 
/niftry embrace the opening thus given by the general 
‘afflembly of New York, they may poffibly feparate this 


central province from the others,-and break the com- 
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exifted. The battle royal at New York will ‘pre A 4 
» turning point as to that colony. 
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munication between the northern and the fouthern. Buf 
the apprehenfion of fuch an event is abated by the in) 
telligence, which the Maflachufetts congrefs have re. 
ceived from the city of New York. The whig citizens} 
whofe hearts were fet upon having delegates for the ne 1 
continental congrefs, upon the affembly’s declining tq. 
appoint them, contrived to colle their fellow citizeng | 
together in order to obtain their opinion. When af 
fembled in a body, there was a confufed cry of ‘Con 
erefs or no congrefs ?” After much altercation, the to-| 
ries had a recourfe to compulfive reafoning 
dealing about their blows. 


, and began|.§ 
‘Lhe whigs were in the worft|” 
fituation, not being provided with fimilar arguments, | 
till two of their party repaired to an adjoining cooper’s|: 
oe from whence they drew forth to the affiftance of q 

their friends a number of hoop-fticks, which they re- . 
duced to a proper length, and forwarded to the com-| 
batants. ‘The whigs, being thus fupplied, foon carried |/ 
the day by club law, and beat their opponents off the | 
ground. The tories, being worfted, and not a little |) 
terrified, left the fury of captain (whom they term in a) 
way of reproach king) Sears fhould lead him to head a | 
mob, and do them fome capital injury, promoted a — 
provincial convention, which otherwife would not have) 


The Maffachufetts congrefs continued. their feffion, || a 
and recommended the fixteenth of March to be obferved 
as thé annual day for faftine and prayer, which was kept 
accordingly, by the inhabitants of Bofton, no lefs than 
of the country.’ But they did not prefume to rely upon i 
religious exercifes in the neglect of thofé civil’ means ; 


; which: 
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which prudence prefcribed. The people, both within 
and without, ufed every device for conveying fafely from 
Bofton into the country, all kinds of military articles, 
which might be wanted in cafe of a rupture. . Cannon, 
balls, and fuch like heavy flores, were put into carts 
und carried out over the neck, under the appearance of 
loads of dung. Half barrels of gunpowder were put 
into butchers peds, or the hampers of the market peo- 
ple, and brought out under fome flight negligent and 
_ unfufpected cover, as they returned home in the even- 
ing. Cartridges were packed up in candle-boxes, and 
| fent off under that deception; but fome were at length 
| difeovered. The foldiers on the neck did not make 
| many prizes, however one day they feized 13,425 muf- 19, 
ket cartridges, with 300olb. weight of ball, which, - 
though private property, the general was warranted in | 
refufing to reftore, on the application of the owner. 

That general Gage might not ‘fucceed in feizine any 
military ftores in the country, fhould he fend out troops 
upon that errand, the committee of fafety had voted 
four days before, “ that members from this committee, 
belonging to Charleftown, Cambri idge and Roxbury, 
be defired to procure at leaft two men, for a watch every 
night to be placed in each of thefe towns, and that faid 
members be in readinefs to fend couriers forward-to the 
towns where the magazines are placed, when fallies are 
made from the army at night.” 

The feleCtmen of the town of Billerica prefented a 23. 
 moft fpirited remonftrance to general Gage, on account 
of an inhabitant of that town’s being tarred and fea- 
-thered, and much abufed on the 8th 6 the month, by 

qiparty of his majefty’s 47th regiment, under the com- 
| mand 


a Yeo 


SSS = —— 


= Xe ian a my eae — “# eparvhertr chee ie — - 
——— a a ne egg Tn =x =< 
va =. sees Se SSS SS SS Pa =e a ee 


ee eet ae 


ras tes 


a = nas 


OR 5 


THE BESO Ye) oO Rie Mae 


mand of lieutenant colonel Nefbit. The firmnefs, re. |) 
folution and freedom, with which the people both of | 
town and country have conduéted, when their bufinef 1 
called them to an intercourfe with the governor, have |’ 
often embarrafled and convinced him, that they were |. 
not wholly deftitute of fterling courage. There might : 
be fome ground for punifhing the perfon, whofe cafe | 
produced the remonftrance; but the punifhment fhould Lo 


-have been under the direction of a civil and not a mi- |) 


litary officer, and of another kind; for, though it may |) 
be:deemed a retaliation upon the country, it has tended 
greatly to irritate. | 

The Maffachufetts congrefs were folicitous to keep 
their proceedings from coming to the knowledge of ge- 
neral Gage; but from feveral circumftances which oe- 
curred, they entertained a {trong fufpicion, that they 
had fome one among them, who betrayed their coun- 
fels. A gentleman, who is not aftranger to many con- 
fiderable defe&ts in the moral and political character of 
Dr. Church, is apprehenfive that he ‘is the perfon; but 
is exceedingly cautious of mentioning his fufpicion, con- | 
fidering the high reputation in which the doctor-is among 
the fons of liberty. 

General Gage marched out about eleven hundred 
men into the country; who, doing much damage by 
throwing down the ftone fences, occafioned a commit- 
tee’s waiting upon the Maffachufetts congrefs on the 
Saturday, when upon the point of adjourning; which 
kept them fitting till they received on the Monday fol- 
lowing, accounts by a veffel from Falmouth, of what 
parliament had done and was doing, in relation to theif 
colony. . | | : | 
“ae tt 


“pots and other articles proper for camp bi 


e 
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| merchants, who penetrated the defign, and no lefs nobly 
| 
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It was. a providental circumftance that they had fo 
early intelligence, and obtained it ih: general Gage 


had received his difpatches: they were careful to im- 
prove it. The intelligence fpread faft, and induced 
more of the inhabitants of Bofton to remove out of 
'town. A number had been for fome time withdrawing 


i themielves. The town was liable to be converted in- 


tantly, at the difcretion of the governor, into a fecure 
5 5) 

/prifon; andthe people.of it might be held as hoftages 

for the conduct of the province at large, or be kid- 


|napped and fent to England, to ftand trial for fuppofed 
)) offences. . Continuance in it was hazardous to many, 
))who had diftinguifhed themfelves by taking an ative 


re 


| 


j part againft the meafures of government. . But the daunt- 
lefs courage of fome fuch inclined them to remain, 
though there was no knowing what private orders might 


)be fent to general Gage; who was not bese to 


j the fervice in which he was employed, while he evidenced 


j)a prevailing defire after a peaceable accommoda Sie 


| He fent private orders to. the commanding officer at New 
"York, to purchafe up all the duck, blankets 


| plication was made by the officer to ¢ 


/than unanimoufly reft nig a pen Givi Ice. Thre 
|New York merchants had for fome time been. buyin 


“MS 


uPA felling and pause e feveral articles to Bofton; 
ut at length a ftop was - to their proceedings by the 


* 

influence of captain Searsy who, upon his return from 
| Philadelphia, argued that they might want thofe things 
‘themfelves, and made a confiderabl le fur upon the oc- 


cafion, 
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cafion, But a great number were purchafed at Portf- 
mouth, before the difcovery of the general’s intention, * 


The news of the parliamentary proceedings encou- || 
raged the foldiery to infult the people more than ever: | 
their conduct feemingly intimated, that they meant to |} 
provoke the other to begin the quarrel; while thefe bore | 


all with patience, as they were determined not to be the 


agerefiors. Nothing was wanting, but»a {park to fet 
the whole continent in a flame. The important mos |} 
ment, big with inconceivable confequences, was? evie | 
dently approaching, when, through accident or defign, | 
it would be applied to thofe combuftibles, which had | 


been long collecting. i 
The grenadier and light infantry companies were taken 


off duty, upon the plea of learning a new:exercife, which - 


made the Boftonians jealous, that there was fome fcheme 
on foot. A daughter of liberty, unequally yoked in 
point of politics, fent word, by a trufty hand, to Mr 


Samuel Adams, refiding in company with Mr. Hancock L 
at Lexington, about thirteen miles from Charleftown, |) 
that the troops were coming out in a few days. Upon | 


this their friends at Bofton were advifed: to move out 
their plate, &c. and the committee of fafety voted, 


‘¢ that all the ammunition be depofited in nine different 


towns; and that other articles be lodged, fome in. one 
place, fome in another, fo as to the 15 medicinal chefts, 
2000 iron pots, 2000 bowls, 15000 canteens, and 1100 
tents; and that the fix companies of matrofles be fta- 
tioned in diflerent-towns.” 

Mr. Adams inferred from the number to be employ- 
ed, that thefe- were the objects, and not bimfelf and 
Mr. Hancock, who might be more eafily éeized ina 


pi 
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| private way by a few armed individuals, than by a 
large body of troops that mutt march, for miles toge- 


ther, under the eye of the public. 

The provincial {tores had been hitherto depofited at 
Worcefter and Concord. To the laft of thefe places, 
but half the diftance of the other from Bofton, the ge- 
neral turned his attention; ahd, being continually pef- 


tered by the repeated folicitations of the American tories, 
with whom he was furrounded, and who perfuaded him 


there was no danger of refiftance, their whig countrymen 
being too cowardly, he determined, without the advice 
of the council, when and in what way to attempt the 
feizure of the many ftores fuppofed to be in the place. 


A number of officers dined together at Cambridge, pee 
) and toward night fcattered themfelves upon the road *° 
-Jeading to Concord; and took their ftation fo as to be 

ready to intercept any exprefies going from Bofton to 
| alarm and raife the country, with intelligence of the 
troops being upon their march. When the corps was 


nearly ready to proceed upon the expedition, Dr. War- 
ren, by a mere accident, had notice of it juft in time 
to fend meflengers over the neck and acrofs the ferry, 
on to Lexington, before the orders for preventing every 
perfon’s quitting the town were executed. “The officers 

intercepted feveral, but fome being well mounted, ef- 
caped their Vigilance ; and the alarm, being once given, 
{pread apace, by the ringing of bells, and the firing of 
fignal guns and vollies. By eleven at night, eight hun- 
dred. grenadiers and light infantry, the flower of the 
army, embarked at the common, proceeded and landed 
.at Phipps’s farm, from whence they. marched for Con- 
cord, 
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cord, under the command of lieutenant colonel Smith, 
aided by major Pitcairn, who led the advanced corps, 
About two in the morning, the Lexington company} 
of militia, to the amount of one hundred and thirty, | 
repaired to the green, clofe in with the meeting houfe, |” 
The air being chilly, and the intelligence refpecting the | 
regulars fomewhat uncertain, the men, after the roll-|) 
call, were difmiffed, with orders to appear again at beat | 
of drum, Some went home, others to the adjoining | 
public houfe. Word being brought. between four and |) 
five, that the troops were not far off, they that were at | 
hand collected, to the number of about feventy, by the 
time the regulars made their appearance. They were | 
moftly in a confufed ftate, and a few only were drawn | 
up. There were prefent at the time about forty {pecs || 
tators without arms. ‘The militia were too few to think | 
of beginning an attack. But major Pitcairn rode round || 
the meeting (as the meeting-houfe is generally called) 
and approaching them called out, “ Dj wperfe you rebels; 7 
throw down your arms and. difperfe.’ An inftant' coms ° 
phance not taking place, which he might conftrue into 
contempt, he rode a little further, fired his piftol, flows 
rifhed his fword, and ordered the foldiers to fire, with 
which they complied, huzzaing upon the occafion. This 
produced an immediate difperfion; but the firing: was 
continued. Individuals finding they were fired upon 
though difperfing, had fpirit enough to ftop and return | 
the fire. Three or four were killed upan the green; | 
the reft, making the whole number of the fain eight, 1 
were {hot on the other fide of the walls and fences, over 
which they had fled in order to efcape. During thisinter- 
elting period, Meffis. S. Adams and Hancock, whofe re- ) 
fidence 
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‘fidence was near at hand, quitted and removed toa fur- 
\ther diftance. While walking along, Mr. Adams ex- 


‘claimed, “ O! what a glorious morning is this!’ in the 


| belief that it would eventually liberate the colony from 
jall fubjeétion to Great Britain. His companion did not 
| 


| penetrate his meaning, and thought the allufion was only 


ito the afpect of the fky. Left it fhould be faid and be- 


lieved, that the meeting was crowded with militia, be- 


“fore and during the fire, let me mention that there were 


only a man and a boy init. The detachment marched 


‘jon to Concord. The people of the town, having re- 


‘ceived the alarm, drew up in order for defence ; but ob- 
ferving that the regulars were too numerous, retired over 


‘the north bridge and waited for reinforcements from the 


Incighbouring towns. A party of light infantry fol- 


_jlowed, and poffeffed themfelves of the bridge, while the 


main body entered the town, and proceeded to exe- 
jcute their commiffion. They difabled two twenty-four 
jpounders, and deftroyed their carriages and feven wheels 
for the fame, with their limbers, befide fixteen wheels 
lfor brafs three pounders, and two carriages with limber 
and wheels for two four pounders. ‘They threw soolb. 


| ° . ] 
i ball into the river, wells, and other places; and broke 


jin pieces about fixty barrels of flour, half of which was 
Maved.. Thefe were all the ftores that they could dif- 
\cover and deftroy, on the account of which a civil war 
thas commenced between the colonies and the parent 
tate. The inhabitants of Britain may fee reafon, for 
many ages, to curfe the memory of the man or men, who 
Jhas or have been at the foundation of this. fatal cataftro- 


phe, fhould they ever be known. The militia being re- 


‘inforced, Mr, John Butterick, of Concord, major of a 
| 4. minute 
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minute regiment, and who commanded, ordered the 
men not to give the firft fire, that fo the provincials 
might not be the aggreffors, for he was ignorant of 
what had paffed at Lexington. Upon his advancing 
with them, the light infantry retired to the Concord fide 
of the river, and began pulling up the bridge; and on 
his approaching nearer, immediately fired and killed cap- 
tain Ifaac Davis of Acton, (who with his company of 


minute men made the front) and one of the privates. 


The fire was returned, a fkirmifh enfued, and the troops 


were forced to retreat, having feveral men killed and: 


wounded, and lieutenant Gould (who would have been 


killed, had not a minifter prefent prevented) with fome 


others taken. One of their wounded, who was left be- 
hind, attempting to get up, was affaulted by a young 


fellow going after the purfuers to join them, who, not 


being under the feelings of humanity, barbaroufly broke 


his fkull with a fmall hatchet and let out his brains, but: 
neither {calped him nor cut off his ears. This event: 


may give rife to fome malevolent pen to write, that many 


of the killed and wounded at Lexington, were not only 


fcalped, but had their eyes forced out of the fockets by 
the fanatics of New England: not one was fo treated 
either there or at Concord. You have the real fad. 


The poor object languifhed for an hour or two before 


he expired. 
The party was joined by the main body; and oe 
whole detachment retreated with the utrhoft expedi- 


tion; for all the country was now up in arms, and at- 
tacked the troops on every.quarter. In their march’ 


of fix miles back to Lexington, they were exceedingly 


annoyed, not only by thofe who preffed upon their rear; _— 


but 


—— 
’ 


-cure. It was a cant; favorite word wit 
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but by others, who fired upon them from behind the ftone 
walls and other coverts, which fupplied the place of lines 
and redoubts to the provincials. At Lexington they 
were joined by a detachment under Lord Percy. 

The news of what had happened at Lexington in their 
way to Concord, flew to Bofton and the neighbourhood. 


But the flaughter of the militia men was carefully con- . 


cealed from general Gage, who was not made acquainted 


with it till late in the afternoon. . He had however, early 


“Intelligence of the rifin ne of the country; and therefore 


detached, about eight inthe morning, Lord “hes with 


46 companies of foot, and a number of marines, goo 
men inthe whole, and two pieces of cannon, to iui 
colonel Smith. ‘The brigade marched out, playing, by 


way of contempt, Yankee Doodle, a fong compofed in 


& 


|  derifion of the New Englanders, fcornfully called Yankees. 
) A {mart boy obferving it as the troops pafled through 
} Roxbury, made himfelf ex remely merry with the cir- 
] cumftance, jumping and laughing, fo as to attra the 
notice of his lordfhip, who, it is faid, afked him at what 
| he was laughing fo heartily; and was anfwered, “ To 
think how you will dance by and by to Chevy Chaje.’ 


It is added, that the repartee ftuck by his lordfl ip the 
whole day. | , 
You may with to knowet the origin of the term Yankee, 
Take the beft account of it which your friend can pro- 
ith farmer Jona- 

than Flaftings of Cambridge, about 1713. 
minifters, who were at the college 


Two aged 
- in that BED: have 
told me, they remembered it to- have been then 
ufe among the ftudents, but had no recolle&tion of it 
before that period. ‘The inventor ufed it to expres e 

mec: I. | Ts 
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cellency. A Yankee good horfe, or Yankee cider and, 
the like, were. an excellent good horfe and excellent 
cider. The ftudents ufed to hire horfes of him ; their 
intercourfe with him, and his ufe of the term upon all 
occafions, led them to adopt it, and they gave him th 

name of Yankee-Jon. He was a worthy honeft man; 
This could not efcape the notice of 
the collegiates. Yankee probably became a by-word 
among them to exprefs a weak, fimple, awkward perfon;. 
was carried from the college with them when they left 
it, and was in that way circulated and eftablithed through 
the country (as was the cafe in refpect to Hobjon’s choice*, 
by the ftudents.at Cambridge in Old England) tilk 


from its currency in New England, it was at length 


but no conjurer. 


taken up and unjuftly applied to the New ieee 


in common, as a term of reproach. 


The junction. of the brigade under Lord Percy, witlaa 


the detachment under colonel Smith, gave the laft a 
breathing time, efpecially as they now had cannony, 
which awed the provincials from preffing upon the rear 
But the whole force ventured not to hale 


ina direct line. 
long; for far and wide the minute-men and militia were 


_ colleéting, in order to cut off their retreat to Bofton.. 
They foon renewed their march; conftant {kirmifhing, 
fucceeded, and a continued fire, though often irregular ay 


and fcattering on their fide, as wellas on the part of the 
provincials. The clofe firing from behind the walls, by! 


good markfmen, for fach were almoft all the provin-’ 
cials, put the troops into no fmall confufion, and made 


it fo dangerous for the officers, that they were more at- 
tentive to their fafety than in common. 
* See The Spectator, N° 509. 
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Major Pitcairn 
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quitted his horfe, which was taken with the piftols in 
the holfters. The foldiers loaded and fired over the 
ftone walls, when there was not a fingle man behind 
them. They were incommoded by the wind’s blowing 
the {moke ftrongly back upon them all the time ey 
were retreating ; during which they burnt fome houfes, 
attempted Sere: and plundered many of every thing 
valuable, deftroying what they could not carry off, 
They killed feveral innocent unarmed perfons; and 
murdered two old men at Menotomy. Before they 
reached this place, a few Americans, headed bi y the 
Rev. Mr. Payfon of Chelfea, who till now had been 
extremely moderate, attacked a party of twelve foldiers 


carrying ftores to the retreating sie killed one, 
wounded feveral, made the whole prifoners, and gained 
pofieffion of their arms and ftores, bits ut any lofs 
whatever to themfelves. The re egulars, when near Cam- 
bridge, were upon the point of taking a wrong road 
which would have led them into the moft imminent 
danger, but were prevented by the dire&tion of a young 
gentleman refiding ‘at the college; by which mean they , 
made good their retreat a little after fun fet over Charlef. 
town neck to Bunker’s-hill, but {pent and worn down 


by the exceflive fatigues they had undergone, havin 


marched that day between sid and forty miles. Here 
they remained fecure tillthe next day, when they croffed 
at Charleftown ferry and reti 


turned to Bofton. 
hat Oe el Smith was much difpleafed with 
the foldiers’ firing at Lexington; proba bly genera ial.C Gag 


had given orders that they cae not fire’ unlefs ey 
were firft fired upon. Major Pitcairn undoubtedly di- 
rected them to fire from: the miftaken a apprehenfion he 


Lio had 
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had entertained of American refolution, for he has the 
character of a good tempered officer. There were | 
‘never more than about four hundred provincials toge- |} 
ther, attacking at one and the fame time; and often 


fcarce that nurhber, But as fome tired and gave out, 
others came up. They had very little appearance of 


difcipline. Privates and officers fired away as they had 


opportunity of doing execution, without waiting for the 


word of command: and ufed their knowledge of the 
country, to gain the opportunity, by croffing fields and’ |) 
fences, of acting as flanking parties againft the regulars || 
while thefe pro¢eeded along the road. Colonel Pick- 
ering of Salem had the command of a fine well exer- 
cifed provincial regiment: had he pufhed on with his |, 
men, fo as to have headed the Britifh before they had i 
gained Charleftown neck, (and he was near enough) J 
they muft have clubbed their firelocks, for they were 


quite wearied out with the fervices of the day, and had 


but a round or two of ammunition remaining. No fatif- |) 
factory reafon has been affigned for the want of greater | 


alertnefs in colonel Pickering’s regiment. The Britifh | 
officers are aftonifhed, chagrined, and mortified beyond 
meafure at what has happened. It’s death to all their 

glorying, that their beft troops have been obliged in 
this manner to flee before a number of Yankees, “ when 

all the officers in. general did every thing that mem, {|| 
could ‘do, and ‘when the foldiers behaved with their ufual | 
intrepidity *.”. They are fore at heart upon the occa- ‘| 
fian, They have had-1 lieutenant killed, 2 lieute- {| 
nant colonels wounded, Smith is one, 2 captains and 


- ie 


* See general Gage’s account of the behaviour of the troops in the 
London Gazette. 3 
9 lieu- 
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g lieutenants wounded, 1 lieutenant mifling, 2 enfigns 
wounded, 1 fergeant killed, 7 wounded, 2 mifiing, 1 
drummer killed, 1 wounded, 62 rank and file killed, 
and 157 wounded ; in all 65 killed, 180 wounded, and 
28 made prifoners ; total 273. 


Of the provincials 50 have been killed, 34 wounded, _ 


and 4 are miffing; in all 88. The following officers 
arid gentlemen are of the number, viz. juftice Haac 
Gardner of Brookline, capt. [aac Davis of Acton, capt. 
Jonathan Wilfon of Bedford, lieut. John Bacon and 
fergeant Elifha Mills of Needham, and Deacon Jofiah 
Haynes of Sudbury killed; capt. Eleazer Kingfbury of 
Needham, capt. Samuel Williams of Cambridge, cap- 


tains Charles Miles, Nathaniel Barret and George Minot 


of Concord, capt. Oliver Barns. and Deacon Aaron Cham- 


-berlain of Chelmsford wounded. The perfons who 


have fallen are regretted with the deepeft concern, and 
are honored not only as patriots, but as martyrs, who 
have died bravely in the caufe of their country, 
Captains John Ford and Oliver Barron, and Deacon 
Davis, all of Chelmsford, diftinguithed themfelves in 
the courfe of the day. It can be fully proved that capt. 


Ford killed five regulars. James Howard, a priyate in 


the Acton company, and a regular coming out of a 
houfe, caught fight of each other, and difcharged their 
pieces at the fame inftant ; both fhots taking effect, the 
laft dropt down dead, and the firft expired a few hours 
after. A big boy joined in the chafe of the retreating 


troops, and: was very expert in firing at them, at length 


a ball frony the enemy grazed his head, and produced 
moe | 3 heen ela 
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a flefh wound : he foon recovered the fhock, bound up 

his head with a handkerchief, and renewed his purfuit. 
Two Britifh officers who have been taken, -and the 

privates, who are wounded and prifoners, are treated 


with humanity by the provincials; and general Gage 


may, if he pleafes, fafely fend his furgeons to drefs and 
attend them. | 

df the conteft is to become general between the colo- 
nies and the mother country, it may be deemed a hap-. 


pinets for them that it has commenced in the Maffa- |i 


cbufetts, where all the inhabitants are fo conneéted with. 
each other by defcent, blood, uniformity of manners, 
fimilarity of religious and civil fentiments, mediocrity 
of circumftances, and a general equality, that the killing 


of a fingle individual interefteth the whole province in- 


he event, and makes them confider it as a common 


CG 
Cauie. 


The inhabitants are now every where in arms; and 


collecting in fuch numbers about Bofton, that they will 


not only inveft the town effeCtually, but excite difasree- 


able apprehenfions in general Gage. No one is fuffered 


to go in or out at prefent. The provincials have for 
their commander in chief, a native of the Maflachufetts, 


general Ward; the honorable Jedediah Prebble having, : 
more than a month ago, declined on account of his bad 
health. General Ward might have pleaded the like ex- 


cufe ; but he wifhes to ferve his country to the utmoft 
of his abilities, and is ready to rifk his life in the caule 


of American liberty. He is to be trufted, being a - 


gentleman of great integrity. His commiffien as com- 
mander in chief of the Bay troops was delivered to him 


on . 


“13,600 be by this province ; and that a letter and dele- 


| Cambridge; and the ftudents quit the college that the 


-fent they are more afraid of being attacked. 3 


up arms againft the king’s troops, in cafe of an affault, 
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on the 2oth, by the provincial congrefs.’ Thyee days 20, 


after, they chofe general John Thomas lieutenant i i 
H H 
j 


general. a 
. I i if 4 


The day general Ward received his commiffion, the 
committee of fafety fent letters to New Hampfhire and 
Conneticut, with an account of the enemy’s proceed- 
ings the day before, and praying all the afliftance in 
their power. The next day they agreed upon inhifting 
8000 men out of the Maflachufetts forces: but the pro- 
vincial congreis being adjourned from Concord to Water- 
town, refolved the fucceeding day, “ that an army of 
30,000 men be immediately raifed and eftablifhed; that 
gate be fent to the feveral colonies of Hlampfhire, Con- 
necticut and Rhode Ifland.”’ Head quarters are at 


provincials may be accommodated. General Thomas 
commands at Roxbury. He is a cool, courageous, dif- 


cerning, and active officer, well qualified for guarding 4g 


the important poft he ocenpies, and preventing the 
enemy’s making a fally over the neck into the country, 
i 


fhould they be inclined to attempt it: but for the pre- 
General Gage, to fecure the people within from taking 


has agreed with the committee of the town, after a long 22, 
conference; that, upon the inhabitants in general lode- 
ing their arms in Faneuil-hall, or any other convenient 
place, under the care of the felectmen, all fuch inha- 


bitants as are inclined may depart from the town with hy 
their families and effects ; that thofe who remain may a 
‘depend upon his protection; and that the arms afore- i 
Li 4 ‘faid, iy 
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faid, at a fuitable time, fhall be returned to the owners. 
The town agreed to this propofal, and their vote upon 


it was read by the committee, ee their return to his 

xcellency, who accepted it; and further agreed, that 
ri inhabitants may remove from town by land and 
water with their effets, within the limits fpecified by 
the port-aét. He alfo informed the committee, that he 
would defire the admiral to lend his boats to facilitate 


the removal of the effects of the inhabitants ; and that 
he would allow carriages to pafs and repafs for that pur- 


pofe. He faid likewife, that he would take care that 
the poor, who may remain in town, fhall not fuffer for 


want of provifions after their own {tock is ex cpended; and* 


es that a letter might be written to Dr. Warren, 


at 
cr 


chairman of the committee of congrefs; that thofe per-— 


fons in the country, who may incline to remove into’ 


Bofton with their effeéts, may have liberty fo to do 


without moleftation. An account of thefe proceedings : 


s fent to Dr. Warren; who was further informed by | 


the town-committee, “ Permiffion will be given for 
30 waggons to enter the tewn at once, to carry away the 
effects of the inhabitants; fo foon as thofe have returned 


to the end of the: caufeway leadine to Roxbury, t then : 


others will be permitted to come in. None will be 


permitted to enter tillafter fun rife, nor remain after 


fun fet. “If any veffel or boat now in the harbour be 
employed to remove the inhabitants effets, fecurity 


2 


mutt be given that it be returned. It ; is expected, that — 


leave be obtained for fome perfons to go to the different 


arifhes, to give notice to fuch perfons who incline to ( 
p | 


come with their effects into Bofton, that they may come ¢ 


wit ee ot and it is defi red, that the wagcons 
and 


a, 
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and veflels employed to come to carry away the goods 
of the inhabitants of Bofton, may bring the effects of 
thofe who are defirous to leave the country, they paying 
half the charge.” 


Doétor Warren has this day written to general Gage. 26. 


ce 5 | R, 

THE unhappy fituation into which this colony is 
thrown, gives the greateft uneafineis to every man, who 
regards the welfare of the empire, or feels for the diftrefles 
of his fellow men; but even now much may be done to 
alleviate thofe misfortunes which cannot be entirely re- 
medied; and I think it of the utmoft importance to us, 


that our conduct be fuch, as that the contending parties 
| | CK : SP 


may entirely rely upon the honor and integrity of each 
other, for the punctual performance of any agreement 
that fhall be made between them. Your excellency, I 
believe, knows very well the part I have taken in public 
affairs. I ever fcorned difguife. I think I have done 
my duty ; fome may think otherwife: but be affured, 
Sir, as far as my influence goes, every thing, which can 
reafonably be required of us to do, fhall be done; and 
every thing promifed fhall be religioufly performed. I 
fhould now be very glad to. know from you, Sir, how 
many days you defire may be allowed for fuch as defire 
to remove to Bofton with their effects, and what time 
you will allow the people in Bofton for their removal. 
When I have received the information, I will repair to 
congrefs, and haften as far as I am able the iffuing a 
proclamation. I beg leave to fuggeft, that the condi- 
tion of admitting only thirty waggons at a time into the 
town, appears to me very inconvenient, and will pre- 
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vent the good effects of a proclamation intended to be 
iffued. for encouraging all waggoners to affift in removing | 
the effects from Bofton with all poflible fpeed. If your |} 
excellency will be pleafed to take the matter into con- 

fideration, and favor me as foon as may be with an 3 
aniwer, it will lay me under a great obligation, as it fo || 
nearly concerns the welfare of my friends in Bofton. > I 
have many things which I wifh to fay to your excel- 
fency, and moft fincerely with I had broken through 
the formalities which I thought due to your rank, and 
freely had told you all I knew or thought of public af. 
fairs, and I mutt ever confefs, whatever may be the 
event, that you generoufly gave me fuch opening as I 
now think I ought to have embraced; but the true 
caule of my not doing it, was the knowledge I had of 
the vilenefs and treachery of many perfons around you, |] 
who I fuppofe had gained your entire confidence. f 


Tam, &c. c.f 


The committee of fafety have fent letters to Rhode Ifland 
and Connecticut, importuning immediate affiftance; and 
that as large a number of. troops as can be fpared, may 
be immediately marched forward, well ftocked with pro- 
vifions and ammunition, and accompanied with as large 
a train of artillery as.can be granted. They exprefs ; 
their determination, at all events, to a& their-parts with 
firmnefs and intrepidity, knowing that flavery is far | 

vorfe than death. ) 

The committee appointed to examine into the da-_ 
mages done on the 19th at Cambridge, Lexington and 
Concord, have reported that by fire, robbery and de- | 
itruction, the fame are as follows: at Cambridge gor], ‘| 
165, 


” 
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168. 5d.2; at Lexington 1320]. 16s.0d 2; and at 
Concord 2061. 2s. gd, in all 24281. 14s. rid. 
fterline.. The parties exhibited their accounts on oath, 
and the greateft care was taken, that the ftate of the da- 
mages might be juft. 

My friend Quincy has facrificed his life for the fake 
of his country. The fhip in which he failed, arrived 
at Cape Anne within thefe two days: but he lived not 
to get on fhore, or to hear and trrumph at the account 
of the fuccefs of the Lexington engagement. His re- 
mains will be honorably interred by his relations. Let 
him be numbered with the patriotic heroes; who fall in 
the caufe of liberty; and his memory be dear to pofte- 
rity. Let his only furviving child, a fon of about three 
years, live to poffefs his noble virtues, and to tranfmit 
his name down to future generations. You have my 
warmeft acknowledgments for your laft manufcript. See 
that you embrace every fafe opportunity of bAnO 


your correfpondence ; you will find me in that line of 


conduct. 

The fupreme power now extant in the Maffachufetts 
has given their firft naval commiffien to pis Fobr 
Derby of Salem, who is intrufted by the provincial con- 
erefs with difpatches for Dr. Brankciti, containing an 
account of the Lexington fight, and an addrefs to the 
inhabitants of Great Britain. He fails without delay, 
In the addrefs the congrels profefs to place much de- 
pendence on the honor, wifdom and valor of Britons 


from which they hope for their interference in Beene 


ing’ the profecution of prefent meafures. They make 
great profeffions of loyalty: but declare, that they will 
not tamely fubmit to the perfecution and tyranny of a 

4. cruel 
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cruel miniftry ; and that they are determined to die ‘or 
be singe: hey, appeal to Heaven for the juftice of thei 
caufe. Should not an accommodation take place, Heaven 
muft grant them its {pecial protection, or they will be@ 
crufhed before the potwer of Britain, ‘notwithftanding all 
that the other colonies can do’ for them: unlefs the 
officers, who are employed againft them, are not fup-— 
plied with an adequate force, or are wretchedly defective — 
in courage, inclination, a tivity, prudence, or other mi- | 
litary abilities: or unlefs fome foreign power, for its | 
own intereft and to injure the parent flate, takes them | 
by the hand. .Their military ftores are {earce worth — 
mentioning. They reckon upon fixteen field pieces, 
It is well if fix of them are calculated for much aétual. 
fervice. ‘There are four brafs ones, of a {mall fize, that a 
may anfwer a good purpofe. ‘Fhey have a few large : 
iron cannon, two or three mortars and howitzers, cannon — 
ball, and fhells; but they have only eighty-two half | 
barrels of powder belonging to the public ftere ; moti 
towns have a {mall quantity, that however will be foon 
exhaufted. Confidering what ought to be the cafe, to “| ] 
warrant a reafonable expectation of fuccefs, in a nslangil ty | 
conteft with a nation that abounds in all the apparatus — 4 
of war, they may be genre ontop! deftitute of every “a I 


them Teme: seo foldiers, es have neither: money a : ] 
nor magazines, . 
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London, June 12, 1776. 


HE reftraining and fifhery bill did not pafs through 

the houfe of lords with lefs oppofition than what 
it had met with in the houfe of commons. Upon the 
motion for committing it after the fecond reading, the 
marquis of Rockingham oppofed it with great ability ; 
and in the courfe of his fpeech fhowed, that in 1704 
the whole amount of the exports to the New England 
colonies was only about 70,000]. annually; that in 1754 
it had arifen to 180,0001. in the fucceeding ten years to 
400,000]. and in the laft ten years had nearly doubled 
that fum. 

The bill was carried by a majority of more than three 
to one; but was productive of a proteft, figned by fix- 
It is particularly diftinguifhed, by the fevere 
lord high in office, who in the 


teen lords. 


cenfure paffed upon a 
late debates; moft unadvifedly threw out a charge ‘of 


general cowardice againft the Americans. 
The fithery bill had {earcely cleared the houfe of com- 


mons, when Lord North brought in another, STOW far, 


reftrain the trade and commerce of the colonies of New 9% 


| Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and wi 


Carolina, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britifh iflands 


in the Weft Indies, under certain conditions and vie 
tations.” Whileé this bill was in agitation, a long feries 
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of evidence, in behalf of the Weft India merchants 
and planters, was laid before the houfe. It appeared, 
that upon a very moderate computation, the capital | 
inthe Weft India iflands, confifting of lands, build- | 
ings, negroes, and ftock of all kinds, did not amount |! 
to lefs than fixty millions {terling; that their ex. 

ports of late years to Britain, ran to about 190,000 

hogfheads and puncheons of fugar and rum annually ; , 
amounting in weight to 95,000-tons, and in value about 

4,000,000]. exclufive of a great number of fmaller ar- 

ticles, and of their very great export to North America : 

that their growth was fo rapid, and improvement fo 

great, that within a few years, their export of fugar to 

this kingdom was increafed 40,000 hogfheads annually, 

amounting to about 800,000]. in value. The probabi- 

lity was apparent, that more than half of the capital of 

60,000,000]. was either the inimediate property of per- 

fons refident in this country, or owing to them; and 
allo that the revenue gained above 700,000], a year upon 
the direct Welt India trade, exclufive of its eventual. 
and circuitous products, and of the African trade. 

Mr. Burke made a number of conciliatory propofi- 
tions with refpect to the colonies, contained in a fet of 
refolutions, which. he accompanied and elucidated by a. 
celebrated fpeech. He traced that unconquerable {piric 
of freedom, that violent paffion for liberty; by. which 
the colonifts are diftinguithed from all other people of 
the world, from the fources of their defcent, education, 
manners, religious principles, forms of government, and 
diftance from the head of the empire. He made it ap- 
pear, that.the whole exports to North America, the 
Weft Indies and Africa, in 1704, (from England. it 

mutt 
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ft be, for the union of the two kingdoms had not 
“then taken place) amounted only in value to 569,9301. 
' but the comparative value of money at that period was 
much | greater than at prefent. In 1772, the exports 
from Great Britain to the fame places, amounted at a 
medium, to no lefs than 6,024,171], He alfo fhowed, 
that the whole export trade of England, including that 
to the colonies, amounted in 1704, only to 6,509,000]. 
Thus the trade to the colonies alone was, in 1772, within 
lefs. than half a million of being equal to what was car- 
ried on by England with the whole world, at the be- 
ginning of the prefent century. However aftonifhing 
this general increafe of the whole colonies may appear, 
the growth of the province of Pennfylvania is ftill more 
extraordinary. In 1704, the whole exports to that co- 
lony amounted to no more than 1 1,459]. and in 1772 
they were rifen to 507,509]. being nearly fifty times 
the original demand, and almoft equal to the whole 
colony export at the firft period. This afto eee 


Tete and the ae fhare Sil contribute to our 
ereatnefs, makes them a matter of the firft | importance 
to ourfelves, and muft excite the admiration of future 
ages. | 

The previous queftion was moved on the firft pt “O- 
pofition, and carried ne 270 to 78.3 and thu ded the 
bufinefs. 


But the ill fuccefs which has attended all concilia atory 


propofitions hither to, excepting thofe which eee Orl-, 
ginated from government, did not deter Mr. Hartley 
from making a fimilar attempt. The motion Dias 


was rejected without a divifion. ie 


During 


~ 
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During the progrefs of the fecond reftraining bill, ¢ i 
additional claufe was moved for by the minifter, whereby 
the counties of Newcaftle, Kent and Suffex on the De- 
laware, were included in the prohibitions of that bill; } 
and carried without a divifion. 3 . ‘ | 

While thefe matters were tranfacting, feveral petitions 
were received from manufacturing towns in Britain and 
Ireland againft the coercive atts. Some couiherspe dal | 
tions were alfo received, calling for an enforcement of 
the laws of Britain, as the only means of preferving a | 
trade with the colonies. Much altercation arofe on the 4 
truth of fa&s alleged on both fides, as well as on the — 
manner of obtaining the fignatures, and the quality of | 
thofe who figned. The minority infifted, that the moft | 
who figned the war-petitions, as they called them, were 
perfons who had little or no intereft in the American_ 
trade, but of that defcription of warm and active ae | 
men commonly called tories. And they entered into | 
feveral examinations to prove the truth of the former 4 
part of their affertion, This produced many long and 4 
hot debates. Other petitions were prefented to 0 the 
crown, and equally difregarded: one from the Britih “a 
fettlers in Canada againft the Quebec bill; one from 7) 
the quakers, in which befides endeavouring to diffule ) 
the influence of that fpirit of peace, which is the pres | 
dominant principle in their religious fyftem, they so | 
clared themfelves perfuaded, that there are not in his 3 
majefty’s extenfive dominions, fubjects more loyal, an 


_more Zealoufly attached to his royal perfon, his family” 


and government, than in the provinces of America, — | 
among all religious denominations. His majefty hows . || 
ever, went in perfon to the houfe, and gave the royal 
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affent to the reftraining and fithery bill in the ufual form. 
In this feafon of public difcontent, when the minds of 
all were agitated on one fide or other, the city of Lon- 
don, not difcouraged by the fate of all its applications 


for a number of years paft, once more approached the April 
IOs 


throne, with an addrefs, remonftrance and petition, 
upon a fubject, and in a manner, as little calculated to 
obtain a. favorable reception as any of the preceding. 
In this remonftrance they recapitulated the whole cata- 
logue of American grievances; declared their abhor- 
rence of the meafures which had been purfued, and 
were then purfuing ; and juftified the refiftance to which 
the Americans had been driven, upon the great prin- 
ciples of the conftitution ; “ actuated by which,” they 
faid, ‘‘ at the glorious period of the revolution, our an- 
ceftors transferred the imperial crown of thefe realms to 
the illuftrious houfe of Brunfwick.” ‘They befeeched 
his majefty immediately and for ever to difmifs from his 
councils, thofe minifters and advifers, who had been at 
the bottom of the preceding meafures. His majefty 
delivered the following anfwer, © It is, with the utmoft 
aftonifhment, that [ find any of my fubjects capable of 
encouraging the rebellious difpofition, which unhappily 
exifts in my colonies in North America. Having en- 
tire confidence in the wifdom of my parliament, the 
great council of the nation, I will fteadily purfue thole 
meafures which they have recommended for the fupport 
of the conftitutional rights of Great Britain, and the pro- 


tection of the commercial rights of my kingdom.” 


The earl of Effingham has uniformly oppofed the 
whole fyftem of meafures purfued againft the Ameri- 
cans; and finding that the regiment in which he ferved 
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was at leneth deftined for America, and thinking it ins 
confiftent with his charaéter, and beneath his dignity, to |. 
enforce meatures with his fword, which he had fo _ 
condemned in his legiflative capacity, he wrote a letter | 
of refignation to the fecretary of war. In it he deeply |, 
reeretted his being neceffitated to quit the military pro- | 
feffion; but faid, “I cannot, without reproach from | 
my own confcience, conient to bear arms againft my 
fellow fubjeéts in America, in what, to my difcernment, | 
is not a clear caufe.” Pity that it is not a point of honor 
with all military officers, to confider the merits of the | 
caufe wherein their fwords are to be employed, and | 
when they are not fatisfied in their own judgments, to 
practife as the noble earl has done. Such a point of | 
honor might hinder many a war. | 
‘The Britith ambaffador at the Hague applied to the | 
ftates to forbid their fubjeéts fupplying the Americans } 
with arms, ammunition, gunpowder, 8c. and: they by > || 
‘proclamation prohibited the exportation of all fuch ar ' 
ticles, in Dutch or foreign fhips, from any of their do- A | 
minions, without licence, on penalty of forfeiting about 
gol. fierling. Judge, whether the profits of the voyage © 
will not be fo great as to make it worth the ile | 
while to run the rifk of that fum. Let the American | 
veffels repair to Holland, and the Dutch will farnifh” 
them with eunpowder in large glafs battles of- feveral | 
gallons dimenfion, under the notion of ‘fpirits or liquor | 
of one kind or other *, France was alfo applied to, | 
and could have crufhed ‘all affiftance, by exprefs prohie | 
Bition ; but only told her fubjects, that if they afforded | 
any, it was at their own rifk, tantamount - tomif you 4 | 


® This was prattifed, 
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will venture you may. Spain roundly refuled giving 
the leaft hinderance to her fubjects. 
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His majefty went to the houfe of peers, and gave the 13. 


royal affent to the bill for reftraining the trade of New 
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, &c. Thus the probability of the 
colonies dividing from each other is leffened, and their 
union becomes more eftablifhed. Some future proceed- 


ings in the provinces of New York and North Caro- | 


lina, will be likely to confolidate the whole continent. 
The American fifheries being now abolifhed, mea- 
fures were neceflary to fupply their place, and to guard 
againft the confequences of the foreign markets, either 
changing the courfe of confumption, or falling into the 
hands of ftrangers. It was alfo expedient to pay a 
ereater attention to the interefts of Ireland, than what 
had been praétifed for many years. ‘The minifter there- 


fore moved for a committee of the whole houfe to con- 27+ 


fider of the encouragement proper to be given to the 
fitheries of Britain and Ireland. The committee in its 
progrefs granted feveral bounties to the fhips of Britain 
and Ireland, for their encouragement in profecuting the 
Newfoundland fifhery; and two refolutions were intro- 
duced and paffed in favor of the latter kingdom. Com- 
plaints however were made, that claufes were infidioufly 
ftolen into the aét to prevent its operating in any confi- 
derable extent. The committee agreed alfo to the 
ranting of bounties for encouraging the whale fifhery, 
and to take off the duties payable upon the importation 


of oil, blubber; and bone from Newfoundland, &Xc. 


and on the importation of feal fins. 
Miniftry have not eonfined themfelves to the making 
of laws; they have alfo fent out againtt the Americans, 


i generals 


THE. BoD Sk TO RV cy OP eae 


generals Howe, Clinton and Burgoyne, in the Cer- 
berus. The tran{fports with troops to re-enforce governor 
Gage, failed a week after from Corke. na || 
Toward the clofe of the feffion, Mr. Burke acquainted || 
the houfe, with his having received a paper of great im- | 
portance from the general affembly of New York. He 
obferved, that it was a complaint, in the form of a re- | 
monttrance, of feveral acts of parliament, fome of which | 
they affirmed, had eftablifhed principles, and others | 
had made regulations, fubverfive of the rights of Eng- 
lifh fubjects. He afterward moved, that it might be 
brought up. The minifter immediately moved an 
amendment, which proved an indire& but effectual ne- q 
gative upon Mr. Burke’s motion. The amendment was_ | 
carried by a majority of 186 to 67; the queftion being | 
then put upon the amended motion, it was rejected 
without a divifion. The NewYork memorial to the lords | 
was brought in by the duke of Manchefter, who moved — 


0 i 


for its being read.. After fome altercation the queftion | 


was called for, and upon a divifion the motion was Teo) 
jected by a majority of 45 againft 25. The petition to | 
the king was received, but the prayer of the petitioners — | 


was not granted. Such is the fate of the applications 


made by the general aflembly of New York, for a re- | 


drefs of their fuppofed grievances. It muft tend to | 


widen the breach between Britain and the colonies. 


y) 
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Lord Camden prefented a petition to the houfe of 
lords from the Britifh inhabitants of the province off. 


Quebec, in which they ftated their grievances, and im- q 


plored their lordfhips favorable interpofition, that the 


Quebec-act might be repedled or amended, and that 
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they might enjoy their conftitutional rights, privileges, — || 
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and franchifes. His lordfhip, after-expatiating on the 
evils of the act, propofed a bill, which was read, for 
the repeal of the late act. This meafure was ftrongly 
oppofed by adminiftration, and a motion was made by 
lord Dartmouth, that the bill be rejected, which was 
carried by a majority of fixty out of eighty-eight, there 
being only twenty-eight lords who fupported the bill. 
Much cenfure having been expreffed or implied, both 
within doors and without, relative to the whole conduét 
of the bifhops in the Canada tranfaétion, the reverend 
father of that bench, ftood up during the debate to 
juftify the Quebec-act, fo far as it related to religious 
matters, which he did upon the principles of toleration, 
the faith of the capitulation, and the terms of the defi- 
nitive treaty of peace; but many were far from being 
convinced, that thefe principles required fuch a full and 
perfect eftablifhment of the popifh religion, as is grant- 
ed by the act itfelf. 


Sir George Saville prefented to the ne of commons, 18. 


another petition from the fame inhabitants of Quebec, 
in which among other things, they reprefented with too 
much truth, that the petition to his majefty, in the 
name of all the French inhabitants of that province, 
and upon which the late law had been avowedly found- 
ed, was not fairly obtained, and had neither received 
the concurrence of the people in general, nor even been 
communicated to them, but had been carried about in 
a fecret manner, and figned by a few of the nobleffe, 
advocates, and others, who were in their confidence. 
They affirmed that the inhabitants in general were as 
much alarmed as themfelves, at the introduétion of the 
Canadian laws, ‘They concluded by praying, that the 
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faid a& might be repealed or amended. Sir George 
examined and laid open the weak or obnoxious parts of 
the act, and threw new light even upon thofe which had 
already undergone the higheft degree of colouring, and 
then concluded his fpeech with moving for a repeal of 
the late act for the better government ‘of the province 
of Quebec. Confiderable debates enfued, in the courfe 
of which the minifter avowed his intention, if it fhould 
become neceflary, of arming the Canadians againft the 
other colonies. But he declared his firm perfuafion, 
that the troubles in America, would be fpeedily and 
happily fettled without bioodfhed. Notwithftanding 
this declaration it was whifpered, that he was uneafy, 
and from what general Gage wrote laft, dreaded the 
news by the April packet. For fome, who profefied 
to have the beft information, afferted that orders were 


fent to apprehend Meffrs. Cufhing, Samuel Adams, 
Hancock and others, and to tranfport them to Great 
Britain; and that the receipt of thefe orders had been 
acknowledged ; but that fecond orders had been dif- 
patched to hang them at Bofton. Sir George Saville’s 
motion was rejected by a majority of more than two to 


one, the numbers being 174 to 86. 

The fpeaker, when he prefented the money bills for 
the royal affent, gave an affurance in his fpeech to his 
majefty, that if the Americans perfifted in their refolu- 
tions, and the fword muft be drawn, the commons would 
do every thing in their power to maintain and fupport 
the - fupremacy of this legiflature. — 


The king gave his royal affent to the feveral bills, Bi 


both public and private, which remained to be pafled 
ON SK — into 
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into acts; and clofed the feffion by a fpeech from the 
throne, in which he expreffed the moft perfect {atisfac- 
tion in the conduct of the parliament, during the courfe 
of their feffion ; and his perfuafion, that the moft falu- 
tary effects muft, in the end, refult from meafures form- 


ed and conducted on fuch principles, as thofe on which 


they had acted. A favorable reprefentation was made 
of the pacific difpofition of other powers, and the ufual 
affurance given of endeavouring to fecure the public 
tranquillity. | 

Captain Derby arrived with his difpatches for Dr. 
Franklin, got to London in the evening, and delivered 
them to Dr. Lee, as the other agent had left the coun- 


try. The circulated accounts of the action were vague ; 


it was plain however, that the troops had been wortted ; 
and that government feared it, though they difclaimed 


all knowledge of what had happened. 


The Sukey, captain Brown, though fhe failed four 
days before captain Derby’s veffel, did not arrive till 
the ninth of June with general Gage’ s difpatches. The 
Gazette has given us the governmental account of the 
Lexington engagement. From the praifes beftowed 
upon officers and men for their activity and bravery, it 
is evident, that the Americans made the bufinefs of the 
day a hard, difficult and dangerous fervice to them. 
The nation in general 1s not fo fhocked with this tranf- 
action, as the importance of it requires. It was a fatal 
miftake to fend foldiers inftead of fhipping ; and no lefs 


fo to order them to Bofton, inftead of planting them 


in New York (where government has a {trong intereft) 
and. fecuring a fortified line of communication from 
; thenee 
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fede to Canada, with which to divide the fouthern 
from the New England colonies. 

Six more regiments of foot have received orders to — 
hold themfelves in readinefs to embark "for America. 
Vhey are encouraged by an expectation, ‘into which they 
are drawn by the informations given them, of pofleffing 
farms and other confifcated property. 
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Page 67, line 12, read, proprietary, the burgeffes and thofe freemen. 
PS i205 by the fide date 1753. -P.121,' 1.12, add ‘om thesis 
1753- L.25, for fat, read fet. P. 135, 1. 24, read was to be 
made. ep, 140, 1]. 16 and 17, read Barnttable in Barnftable county. — 
P. 144, 1. 8, read engaged. P. 183, 1. 28, read befet. P. 197, 
1. 12, iufert—at the end. P. 318, 1. 2, ‘read with that amazing. \ 
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The reader is defired to correét the above noted errors, ‘and candidly | 
to excufe what other typographical ones have efcaped obfervation. 
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